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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


THE translation of Dr. Immer's Manual of the Her- 
meneutics of the New Testament is now offered to the 
public not as in all respects an authoritative guide in 
the interpretation of the New Testament, but rather as 
an exposition of the principles that have guided the 
German exegesis of the present generation, and that 
have done so much for the ascertaining of the exact 
historical sense of the sacred writings. ..Like the exe- 
gesis itself, this exposition of the principles of recent 
critical exegesis contains, side by side with much that 
is of the greatest value, much that is in the highest 
degree erroneous ; and as in the former, so in the latter, 
we must, if we would gain profit from its perusal, bring 
to bear upon it a sound criticism of our own. rejecting 
what is erroneous, while we learn from it, and accepting 
gratefully what commends itself to us as true. 

In many cases we have expressed in the notes dissent 
from statements in the text ; yet it is not to be inferred 
that we accept as our own all that is not thus expressly 
rejected. To have criticised all the views that are sub- 
ject to criticism would have required more space and 
more labor than could have been bestowed. 
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With regard to the work of translation, it has been 
attempted, as far as practicable, while adhering rigidly 
to the original, to reproduce the meaning in idiomatic 
English. In some instances, to avoid circumlocution, 
slightly Teutonic expressions have been admitted. The 
German language, like the Greek, possesses a number 
of light particles that have no precise equivalent in 
English, and seem sometimes better untranslated. In 
some instances such words have been omitted ; in most 
instances they have been rendered into their nearest 
equivalent, even when slight awkwardness was in- 
volved. The author frequently employs glaubig sneer- 
ingly to describe the conservative theologians of the 
present time. The designation has usually been ren- 
dered " orthodox." Tendenziose is a term that has 
become very common in Germany to describe the 
Tubingen criticism, and has arisen from the lengths to 
which theologians of this school have shown them- 
selves ready to go, to establish the hypothesis that the 
New Testament writings arose out of conflicting ten- 
dencies in the early church and efforts to bring about 
compromises between these factions. The word has 
been transferred in the translation under the form 
" tendential." 

The paragraph headings and the side summaries 
were introduced at the suggestion of Professor Thayer, 
and of Mr. Draper, the publisher. For this and other 
suggestions the translator is deeply indebted to both 
these gentlemen. 
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"While he has labored for correctness, the translator 
can hardly hope that he has absolutely avoided over- 
sights, to say nothing of infelicities. For the pointing 
out of such oversights he will, of course, be grateful. 

In the references given in foot-notes the object has 
been, for the most part, to direct the reader to trea- 
tises in which more conservative views than those in 
the test are presented. From the frequent reference to 
this work the reader cannot fail to observe the high 
estimate that the translator puts upon Smith's Diction- 
ary of the Bible, especially the greatly improved edition 
of Hackett and Abbot. It is a pleasure to know that 
Herzog's illustrious and invaluable Real-Encyklo- 
padie is being brought out in a greatly improved 
edition. The English-reading world is being over- 
whelmed with Commentaries. In addition to the trans- 
lations that have appeared and are appearing of the 
Commentaries of Olshausen, Tholuck, Keil and De- 
litzsch, Lange, Meyer, Godet, etc., the Bible (or Speak- 
er's) Commentary, proceeding from the highest Church 
of England authorities, exceedingly conservative, and 
in many respects very valuable, is appearing. A Com- 
mentary of high character on the whole of the New 
Testament, to be edited by President Alvah Hovey, 
D.D., LL.D., and to be prepared by the ablest Baptist 
scholars in America, is announced for publication by 
the American Baptist Publication Society. All this, 
together with the numberless individual enterprises, 
shows an immense activity among the English and 
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Americans in biblical studies. May the time soon 
coine when the scholars of these countries shall cease 
to be borrowers more than lenders. 

In the notes in which the names of some American 
scholars are mentioned it was not meant to depreciate 
those that are not mentioned. A number of others 
just as able some who are known by their writings, 
some who are not thus known might have been added 
in each instance. 

In conclusion, the book is sent forth with the hope 
that the truths that it contains may contribute to the 
progress of biblical learning in our land, and that the 
errors may be useful by being brought out clearly and 
without disguise. To combat errors successfully in 
their concrete form, it is highly important that we 
know the abstract principles on which they rest. 

A. H. NEWMAN. 
EOOHESTBB, N. T., May 1877. 


PREFACE. 


WHETHER a work on New Testament Hermeneutics, 
such as I here offer to the scientific public., is, after so 
many performances of this kind, a desideratum, and 
whether this work corresponds to the desideratum and 
to the cherished expectations, others will decide. After 
what has been accomplished in this department since 
Ernesti, by Keil, Dopke, Pareau, Klausen, Lutz, 
Schleiermacher (ed. Liicke), Liicke himself, Davidson, 
and Wilke, not to speak of Olshausen and R. Stier 
a work like mine might in fact be designated as 
something superfluous. It might even be shown that 
on the principles and the methods of biblical exegesis 
perfect unanimity has long prevailed among all respec- 
table interpreters. 

On the other hand, I will not refer to the unnum- 
bered differences in the conception of many passages ; 
for despite all that the best hermeneutics may ever 
accomplish, men will never come to perfect certainty 
and unanimity ; but I will point to the great questions 
still continually in dispute, whether the so-called theo- 
logical or the grammatico- historical interpretation 
should have the precedence in the exegetical pro- 

(ix) 
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cedure, whether in the exegetical procedure a definite 
theory on Scripture should or should not be made the 
basis. 

As regards the literature in this field of inquiry, the 
treatises of Schleiermacher and Lutz, as is well-known, 
are opera posthuma, and the excellent men, if they had 
wished to commit these works to publicity, would have 
found many things to be filed down, some to be 
expressed more clearly and unambiguously. Never- 
theless, the hermeneutical writings of these two men 
have their great value ; that of Schleiermacher is full 
of genial thoughts and brilliant aperqus, as is everything 
that proceeded from this great theologian ; that of Lutz, 
my never-to-be-forgotten teacher, is distinguished for phi- 
lological accuracy, theological depth, and practical sub- 
stantiality. 1 But as the former is defective in accurate 
proofs and in substantiality, so the latter apart from 
the f aultiness of form bears in itself the coloring of 
its time, inasmuch as it could have regard only to the 
phenomena of the first four decades of the present cen- 
tury. The same may be said of Liicke's Hermeneutik, 
which took a decidedly anti-rationalistic attitude with- 
out being able to have regard to the opposite errors 
that have since come forward. 2 With Klausen the 
history of hermeneutics takes up so much space, that 
hermeneutics itself can be treated only in a sketchy 

1 It gives me pleasure to have found in Diestel (Gesch. des A.T., 632) a 
full recognition of the work of my honored teacher. 

2 This latter Liicke did accomplish to some extent at a later period, in 
his Christmas Programme of 1853. 
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and formal way. Finally, with reference to the two 
works of Wilke (" Neutestamentliche Ehetorik " and 
" Hermeneutik des Neuen Testamentes "), it may be 
said that they are both noted for rich materials and 
great rigor; yet the "Rhetoric" suffers from an almost 
hair-splitting subtlety, and the " Hermeneutics " in its 
doctrinal part lacks substantiality, and has entered too 
little upon fundamental questions. 

Attempting, as I now do, to supply the defects men- 
tioned, and to obviate the errors and distortions that 
have appeared in this department, especially in more 
recent times, and which even now lay claim to a sort 
of monopoly, I owe the reader an account of the prin- 
ciples that have guided - me. The history of Scripture 
interpretation from the beginning down to the present 
day teaches that all differences in the treatment of 
Scripture have proceeded from different views of Scrip- 
ture itself j and that these may be reduced to two fun- 
damental aspects the dogmatic and the historical. 
Proceeding now as, according to my firm conviction, 
we must proceed from the historical aspect, and hence 
regarding exegesis as in the first instance a historical 
science, we do not wish to be understood as implying 
that in the Scriptures we have to do merely with the 
opinions of the Hebrews and of the early Christians, 
but that the eternal and saving truth itself, appearing 
as it does in national, temporal, and individual forms, 
has a history, and that the revelation from which the 
Scriptures sprung, as well as the Scriptures themselves, 
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in their totality as in their individual parts, are a his- 
torical fact. To understand this fact, to think himself 
into the same, renouncing all traditional or subjective 
prepossessions, is the interpreter's task, and to make 
this task plain in its various aspects was my endeavor. 
But if the various methods of interpretation may be 
referred to the various views of Scripture, these views 
themselves rest as I am convinced on the differ- 
ence of opinion on the question : how the religious 
interest is to be related to the scientific work of the 

/ 

interpreter. Hence, on the one hand the demand that 
the Scriptures be regarded as a holy book, 1 to the 
neglect of the historical realities that yet meet the 
interpreter at every step ; on the other hand, the 
demand that the latter moment should constitute the 
interpreter's essential work, and that the religious 
contents should either be entirely neglected or be 
brought forward as a mere idea of the time. It seemed 
justifiable to me, therefore, to devote a section to the 
fundamental question as to the relation of the religious 
to the scientific in the treatment of Scripture. 

But if, now, a hermeneutical treatise resting on this 
principal point of view is to be fruitful, it must not 
move on the field of mere theory, nor bring mere 
abstract recepta to the treatment of this or that critical 
or exegetical difficulty, but it must be as substantial as 
possible, and this not only through collecta on the lin- 
guistic usage of the different New Testament authors, 

1 Gotterfiillt God-filled, through and through divine. TE. 
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such as have been made with approximate complete- 
ness by Wilke, but also and chiefly through practical 
attention to the application of the most important exe- 
getical rules. These examples could have been multi- 
plied, but I refrained from adding to them not merely 
with a view not to allow my book to swell to too great 
a bulk, but also in order to leave room for the yoiing 
exegetes to apply the hermeneutical principles inde- 
pendently to other passages. 

The design to make my text-book useful even for 
beginners in exegesis necessitated the introduction of 
much that is self-intelligible to more practised theolo- 
gians, and to those that have made a specialty of this 
department. In general to students and to practical 
clergymen it offers much, as I hope, that they can use, 
but to professional theologians very little. For the 
former, therefore, is my book chiefly intended. 

I regret that WeifferibacW s " Zukunftsgedanke Jesu," 
Gebhardfs " Lehrbegriff der Apokalypse," Hausrath's, 
continuation of his New Testament History under the 
title "Die Zeit der Martyrer und das nachapostolische 
Zeitalter," as well as RSnan's " L' Antichrist," came too 
late to be of service in the preparation of this work. I 
shall be criticised, moreover, for having made so little 
special reference to the literature of my subject ; but it 
will at least be found that the clumsiness, which would 
thus have arisen, has been avoided. 

Defects and imperfections, doubtless, adhere to my 
work, s such as I myself recognize, but cannot now 
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remedy, and such as will be observed by more com- 
petent judges. A real and well-grounded criticism, be 
it never no sharp, can be only welcome to me. But 
criticisms that only wrest here and there a passage out 
of the connection, and, according to such contrivance, 
pronounce upon the "orthodoxy" or the "hetero- 
doxy" of the author, or which examine my writing with 
a view to ascertaining whether I belong to the right or 
the left or the "mediating" theology, such criticisms 
must I simply consign to the waste-paper basket. 


TEE AUTHOR, 


BEBTT, on the Centennial Anniversary of the 
Suppression of the Order of Jesuits by Clement xiv. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I. Importance of Spiritual Intercourse. 

THE most important means of intellectual and moral progress 
is spiritual intercourse. Undoubtedly immediate and daily in- 
tercourse with other men guards us from narrowness and one- 
sidedness, enriches our store of ideas and thoughts, and tones 
down the asperities of our characters. Especially is this the 
case if he with whom we associate is a choice spirit. Such 
association may have for its object either general enrichment Objects, 
and elevation, or only special instruction. Both are necessary, special, 
and the more the special instruction received passes over into 
our general culture, and, vice versa, the more our general cul- 
ture culminates in one sort of knowledge, or in one qualification, 
the more perfectly is the object of that enriching fulfilled. 
Our spiritual intercourse will consist fully as much in reading Beading. 
as in personal association. And, indeed, intercourse with 
eminent spirits of the past, and of antiquity, is very important, 
for the reason that we are thereby compelled to lose sight of 
the interests of the present, and to become absorbed in an 
altogether different circle of conceptions and interests. The 
interests of the present, indeed, have also their claims, and it is 
our duty to be concerned in these. But if he alone is worthy 
to be called cultivated who is not entirely absorbed in the in- 
terests of the day, but who understands remote times and 
interests as well, then it is a requisite of culture lovingly to 
associate with the great spirits of the past. This, indeed, con- Value of 
stitutes in general the educating value of history, that it trans- 1S Ory ' 
poses us into various -and in part remote times, and makes us, 
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so to speak, universal men. But there is still another interest 
besides the general one of culture, that requires us to occupy 
ourselves with the spirits of the past ; many of these have exer- 
cised a strong influence on succeeding history, and will continue 
to exercise such an influence to the end of time. Think of the 
influence of Hellenism upon our aesthetic culture, of the influ- 
ence of Roman law on our views of law, and the consequent 
importance of the sources of Roman law. No kind of litera- 
ture has exercised so general and so efficient an influence on the 
Western nations as the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures, and 
this influence is permanent. Hence the great importance of 
understanding these writings. 

2. Difficulty of perfect Comprehension. 

But important as is this understanding, it is in many respects 

very difficult. Even in personal intercourse comprehension is 
occasionally imperfect; this imperfection arises now from diver- 
sity of individualities in general, now from obscurity of expression 
in particular ; and yet tone and gesture here aid comprehension 
not a little. Still more difficult is it for persons of different 
degrees and kinds of culture to understand each other ; the 
uneducated often fail to understand the educated because the 
latter have at their disposal a multitude of conceptions, thoughts, 
and expressions foreign to the former. So also it is often with 
great difficulty that the man of practical education and the man 
of liberal education understand each other perfectly, not merely 
because each lacks certain positive information which the other 
possesses, but because each is at home in a different circle of 
thoughts. Precise understanding also is often difficult between 
persons of different nationality. Here, of course, the chief 
difficulty is usually the language; and even if the one has 
learned and understands the language of the other, yet it is 
very seldom that he possesses it as completely as his vernacu- 
lar. He will often understand the other only from the point 
of view of his own idiom. But this is only a mediate and 
therefore imperfect understanding. Every linguist knows thafc 
a good translation from one language into another is no easy 
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matter, and that many apparently equivalent words in different 
languages are yet not precisely identical. Take, for example. Finer 
the French " esprit," and the German " Geist " ; the French meaning. 
" raison " and the German " Yernunft." We see this prin- 
ciple exemplified also in certain ideas in ecclesiastical Greek 
and Latin, which are indeed analogous, but which do not per- 
fectly coincide, as pjcrTripiov and sacr amentum, {jLerdvoia and 
poenitentia, even mcms and fides. No man has a right to 
claim a true understanding of a foreign idiom who is not famil- 
iar with these finer distinctions ; who, in general, is not familiar 
with the different genius of the two languages. All these Antiquity, 
difficulties are multiplied when we have to do with an ancient 
author, since here with the differences of language and of 
nationality are united the differences of the time, its concep- 
tions and interests. We meet much, indeed, that is not foreign 
to us, but which, on the contrary, seems so familiar that we are 
tempted to transfer it in toto to the ideas of our time, or to 
conceive of it from our own stand-point, even when it rests 
upon different conditions, and stands in connection with dif- 
ferent conceptions. 

3. Interpretation, a removing of Differences. 

Every interpretation, therefore, accepts as its task, to re- 
move the differences between us and the author. This mav be Tw 

. . methods, 

done either by transferring the author into our time, language, 

and modes of thought, so that we let him speak and think as if 
he were one of us ; or by abstracting ourselves from our con- 
ceptions, from our modes of speech and thought, and by trans- 
posing ourselves into his time and his spirit. It is easy to see P 16 ideall y 
f . r " true one. 

that the latter is the true method ; yet we cannot possibly dis- 
pense with the former. Every translation, indeed, is a trans- 
ferring of the author from his own language into ours ; and 
not only into our language, but where it is possible into our 
methods of thought ; but translations aside, how otherwise can 
we transpose ourselves into the author and his world than in 

hought ? and thinking we conduct in our oion language. It Orderofem< 

11 , so ployment. 

oilows, that both methods must be combined, but so that we 
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begin with the first, and continue thus only until we are in a 
condition to avail ourselves of the second. Yet how are we to 
proceed in order to remove the differences between ourselves 
and a given author ? Every one who has any experience in 
exegesis knows too that it is nowise a matter of indifference 
which road is taken. And since in most cases it is incumbent 
upon the interpreter to arrive at an understanding of the author 
(especially of the New Testament), not for himself only, but also 
for others, it is doubly necessary that he be in possession of 

Rise of Her- the right method. From this need the science of Hermeneutics 
Baeneutics. 

has arisen. Yet Hermeneutics did not then first begin to exist. 
Practice has always preceded theory ; just as preaching was 
prior to Homiletics, reasoning to Logic, poetry to Poetics, so 
Exegesis existed before exegetical Methodics. Every sound 
theory presupposes practice, and is either the abstraction from 
the present ideal practice, as e.g. the Poetics of Aristotle, or it 
is the negation, drawn from manifold errors and misconceptions, 
of these false methods, and the setting up of their opposites. 
But as practice precedes every theory, so also practice precedes 
all understanding and, all usefulness of the theory, and accord- 
ingly only those can derive real benefit from Hermeneutics, w'/io 
already possess some experience and discipline in Exegesis. 


PART I. 

THE 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF HERMEMUTICS. 

4. Controversy concerning Interpretation. 

SINCE Ernesti there has been much controversy as to 
whether Scripture is to be interpreted according to the same 
principles as other literature, or whether, in consideration of 
the fact that the Bible is a holy and inspired book, we must 
here proceed according to another method. In this general 

form the question is not to be answered. Granted that the The spirit 
^ different. 

spirit of the Bible is thoroughly different from that of the 
Greek and Roman classics, and that the former is related to 
the latter as the Holy Spirit to the spirit of the world, yet 
no one can claim that the sacred writers could express the 
divine thoughts any otherwise than in human language, and The 
that, too, in the language of their times and of the people for human, 
whom their writings were intended. Accordingly, the language 
in which the sacred authors wrote must be examined in the 
same way as the language of related authors. The interpreter 
of the Pauline Epistles, no less than the interpreter of Thu- 
cydicles, Plato, and Demosthenes, needs, first of all, the gram- 
mar and the dictionary, and, as the latter, so the former, must 
depend upon the linguistic usage and the connection for ascer- Linguistic 
taining the sense in particular cases. Again, the r sacred writers connection, 
lived it may be that they were also so inspired in certain 
national and historical relations ; and no less than the inter- National 
preter of Demosthenes does the interpreter of Isaiah or of tprical rel 
Paul require for the right understanding of his author a knowl- 
1* 5 
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edge of the national and historical relations under which he 
lived. Then he must, of course, search out the peculiar spirit 

Order of that animated his author. It is asked, "Which ought to have 
precedence with the interpreter, the knowledge of the spirit or 
the knowledge of the human and the temporal in his author? 
We answer, that, although with the author the spirit and the 
thought were first and the human representation second, with 
the interpreter the human expression and the temporal repre- 
sentation is the first, and the spirit can only be the second 

Human ele- matter that he has to investigate. As regards the human 
elements, he is bound by precisely the same laws as the inter- 
preter of a profane author, and so far the interpretation of 
Scripture is only a species of the genus " interpretation." But 
then it is indispensable to penetrate into the circle of thought 

Spirit of the and the spirit of the writing under consideration, hence it is in- 

e ' dispensable to penetrate into the essence and spirit as well as 

into the external phenomena of the Bible ; and thus may be 

shown as well what Scripture interpretation has in common 

with all other interpretation as what it has that is peculiar. 

Divisions. Accordingly we treat, 1) of interpretation in general ; 

2) of the nature of Scripture as a special object of interpre- 
tation, and 3) of the interpretation of Scripture and its 
office, how this has been discovered only gradually and after 
manifold experiments and failures, and how it may be most 
successfully protected from further errors. 

1. The Office of the Interpreter in general. 

5. Differences to be removed. 

To explain an author is, to remove the difference between 

Language, him and us. This difference is, a) the difference of lan- 
guage. To know the language of the author in its difference 
from our own, as well as its relationship, is the first necessary 
qualification of an exegete. But language, now, is partly a 
national possession, partly an organ which the given author 
manipulates in his own way, and finally modifies it according to 
the individual thought that is about to be expressed. But as a 
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national possession language, has a history, and it is therefore 
necessary to have an insight into this history, as particularly into 
that stage of it to which the author belongs. But every author 
uses this common property in a peculiar way, the more so the 
more genius he possesses. This imposes upon the interpreter the 
duty of familiarizing himself with the special linguistic usage linguistic 
of his author. Finally the expression is modified according to 
the individual thought, according to the object that the author 
has in view. Hence the importance of attending to the connec- 
tion. But the difference to be removed is, b) a difference Time and 

' historical 

also of time and of historical relations. This imposes upon the relations, 
interpreter the duty of making clear these historical relations 
themselves, and especially the attitude of the author towards 
the national, political, and religious relations. The difference 

which the interpreter has to remove, is c) that of the Views and 
L . ' convictions. 

views, convictions, and manner of thinking. It may well hap- 
pen that the interpreter entirely agrees with certain thoughts 
and instructions of his author, that he feels himself addressed 
and carried along, or that he finds therein a support for his 

own views. But the interpreter, at least in the first instance, Personal 

. feelings to 

should not pay too much attention to these feelings, and in no be disre- 

case, if the word of the author seems to him a welcome con- 
firmation of his own view, must he forthwith interpret the author 
according to this view. The interpeter must, above all, never 
forget that the sense of the author is a historical fact, and that the 
interpretation is properly nothing else than a piece of historical 
inquiry. Lastly, d) the interpreter has to remove the A priori 
difference between the work of the author and his own view 
of the matter. The work of the author in its totality is just 
a historical fact, and is to be treated as such. In this, the 
more perfectly the interpreter can abstract himself from his 
own opinions or knowledge, and, by virtue of his historical 
information, can throw himself into his author and his time, 
the more successful will he be. The task is to understand the Fundamen- 
author according to his fundamental thoughts and according and compo- 
to his composition. This is the highest and most difficult office Sltl n ' 
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Affinity 
with the 
author. 


of Scripture interpretation. To this one attains only by 
degrees, ascending, in the first instance, from the understanding 
of the individual parts to that of the totality, and then de- 
scending from the aggregate impression to the individual parts, 
a process that is to he several times repeated. But as only 
kindred spirits understand each other, so also there must be 
a certain affinity between the interpreter and his author, in 
order that the difference may be really removed, i.e. that a true 
understanding may be attained. He who has no poetical sense 
will not understand a Homer or a Pindar ; he who has no 
philosophical spirit will not understand a Plato or an Aristotle ; 
just as little will a Demosthenes or a Cicero be understood by 
one who has no understanding for political relations and 
agitations. So also the New Testament is to be understood 
only by him who has the religious sense, and indeed religious 
sense of a particular kind, who knows from experience the 
Apparent feeling of sin and the need of forgiveness and grace. This re- 

cpntradic- 

tion. quirement, now, seems to stand in contradiction with that laid 

down above that the interpreter is to regard and treat the 
object to be interpreted entirely as a historical fact. This ap- 
parent contradiction disappears when we consider that this spir- 
itual kinship cannot exist previously, and can only appear when 
the author to be interpreted is already, in a general way at 
least, well-known, and that this spiritual relationship works 
a love, which far from drawing the author to itself, resigns 
itself rather to the author. 

& Methods of procedure! 

These are only the general offices and requirements of the 

interpreter. But how, now, is the investigation itself to be 

Helps to be performed ? a) It is self-evident that it cannot be done 

slavishly, without helps; but never must the exegete lose himself in these, 

nor is he to make himself too dependent on them ; they are to 

be to him not sources, but mere helps. His centre of gravity 

must never be in anybody's commentary, but in the author 

himself. This independence of exegetical helps can be attained 

only by accustoming oneself to examine every thought of the 
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author first without a commentary, and by exerting oneself 
to the utmost to understand these thoughts. Only thus can 
ne know why he takes counsel of his commentary, and upon 
what questions he seeks information. Only thus can he judge 
how far the exegetical help consulted really affords informa- 
tion, b) Since we get at the thoughts of the author only Grammatt- 
' .... . . ca l sense. 

through the medium of linguistic expression, and since this 

rests on grammatical laws, we are never to give place to in- 
vestigations and discussions with regard to the subject-matter, 
before the grammatical sense has been ascertained. The im- 
patience to enter immediately upon the subject-matter itself 
must be restrained and put under the discipline of the spirit. 
Exceptional cases may of course occur, where it seems that 
if one knew what the author means he would also know what 
he says. But these exceptional cases are to be regarded as 
such, and even there all grammatical and lexical means are to 
be first applied, before it is attempted to approach the author 
from another side. c) In general the different kinds of Order in 

i . -i i i -iii-T investiga- 

mvestigations the grammatical, the real, and the logical tion. 
should not be mixed with each other. The helps sometimes give 
occasion to such mixing, suggesting, as they do, many questions 
at once. But for the fruitful study of a difficult passage it is 
especially important that there be order in the investigation. 
d) Not unfrequently one may be led away into more extended Side ques 
investigations on a critical, a linguistic, a historical, or archaeo- 
logical question. Such investigations are not to be avoided, 
but yet the principal matter is to be kept always as much as 
possible in view. In such investigations it may happen that 
the object is not reached, but a discovery is made in another 
direction. Such a discovery, even if it does not just now sub- 
serve any purpose, is not to be let slip, because it may be of 
value on another occasion. e) Sometimes a light seems Flash of 
to flash upon a difficult point, or we have else anticipated a gemus ' 
plausible opinion on such a point. Such a flash of genius may, 
under circumstances, solve a difficulty which all our endeavors 
could not otherwise have solved. But the correctness of 
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such a flash, must be confirmed through investigation. Every- 
thing will thus be summoned up in order to establish that ; and 
if it is established, it affords to the exegete a source of the 
greatest satisfaction. But this is not always the case ; and if 
the pre-conceived view is not confirmed, the exegete must 
possess love for truth and self-denial enough to be able to part 
with a darling opinion. The attempt to sustain such an opin- 
exesete the * on a ^ a ^ nazar cl s is not exposition but imposition. f) All 
single investigations must labor towards the goal of the most 
perfect possible understanding of the whole. Single special 
investigations also which offer themselves may be never so 
important and interesting ; to the interpreter as such they are 
valuable only as they contribute to the knowledge of the author 
and his work. On the other hand, they may serve for the 
enriching and clearing up of another department. 

7. Exegetical impartation. 

Exegetical inquiry has for its principal object exegetical 
impartation or exhibition. This is a skill to be attained only 
through practice. Yet some principles and instructions are by 

Clearappre- no means superfluous. a) Before all things the writing to 
be interpreted, or at least that part of it an understanding of 
which he wishes to communicate to others, must have become 

Arrange- as clear and transparent as possible to the exegete. /?) He 
must be not only in mental possession of the essential helps, 
but he must have so arranged them in his mind as that his 
exegetical apparatus may be at his disposal always, in the right 

Character place. 7) He must know the nature of the public to which 
of the audi- ^ ' ' _ ... 

ence. ne j s about to communicate the understanding of a writing or 

a passage, and what knowledge he may presuppose in it ; since 
if he is to impart to it something not familiar, and to be un- 
derstood of itself, he has. on. the other hand, to give it every- 
thing of which he may assume that it knows either not at all or 
Classes. not aright. 8) If therefore the public is a learned one, or 
on a level with the interpreter, he has much to presuppose 
that he cannot presuppose in other hearers. Does the audi- 
ence consist of young men just entering upon the science he 
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is to presuppose, indeed, all elementary knowledge, but yet 
not much that is to be presupposed in hearers of the former 
kind. If there the procedure may have an eye simply to the 
furtherance of the science, the principal aim here must be to 
introduce the hearers into exegetical praxis and methods. In 
an illiterate public, on the other hand, no. knowledge, indeed, 
must be presupposed ; yet others than theologians will hardly 
have to deal with such a case, and then the object is usually the 
practical one of edification. 1 e) But be the audience what 1^** ""* 
it may, the interpreter is to impart to it not all the work that 
he has gone through with, not all his special investigations, 
not his fruitless efforts, etc., but only that which ministers to 
his object. ) Just as unnecessary is it to load the explana- 
tion with the whole ballast that the exegetical helps furnish. 
False and perverse explanations are to be entirely set aside. 
A certain completeness is desirable only in very vexed and 
difficult places, yet even here we are to have an eye to the 
essential. However rich the exegetical apparatus may be, we 
should always see to it that the author himself is not over- 
whelmed thereby. tj) The explanation itself must be so 
ordered that first the grammatical structure and the verbal transparent 
sense is established and that from this the interpreter may 
advance to the explanation of the subject-matter and to the 
logical explanation. The sense of the author must become 
to the hearer through the explanation, as it were, transparent. 
0) The ideal of the explanation is this : that the hearer be led ^ h u e ^ eal 
step, by step, and in an inventive way, to the perfect under- 
standing of the author, so that he may believe, as it were, that 
he has found it out himself. True exegesis is a dialectic pro- 
cess that conducts to the object with a sort of inner necessity. 
It must be known not only what the right sense is, but also 
why it is so. These are the principles and rules that the inter- 
preter of Scripture has to observe in precisely the same manner 
as the interpreter of the so-called profane authors. Cf. G. 
Hermanni dissertatio de officio interprets, 1833. 

1 Hence this matter, in the autaor's view, would belong more naturally 
to Hpmiletics. TR. 
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2. The rijfab View of Scripture, and especially of the 

New Testament}- 

8. Radical views of Scripture. 

Whatever further definitions the general office of the exegete 
receives through its special object, the Scriptures, must result 

Opposite from the conception of the latter. The views that men have 
views. * 

had of Scripture have at all times exercised an essential influ- 
ence on the treatment and the explanation of Scripture. If 
the Church regarded the Scriptures as through and through an 

Plenary in- inspired book, and its authors as merely God's amanuenses and 
spiration. * ' J 

calami, to whom the Holy Spirit dictated all and everything 
contents and expression ; if, accordingly, the whole Bible, from 
the first verse of Genesis to the last of Revelation, was re- 
garded as of absolute and infallible authority ; so in more 
recent times an opposite view has come into vogue, viz. that 
ratFon nSpl " ^e Bible is altogether a human book, and in just the same 
way a literary product of the ancient Hebrews and of the 
primitive Christians as the writings of the Greeks and the 
Romans are literary products of these peoples, and that there- 

The truth fore it is to be treated no otherwise than these. The truth is 
above both. 

neither on the one side nor on the other, nor indeed does it lie 

between the two, but rather above both, so that the one view 
as well as the other turns aside from the proper conception. 
This can only be won in a religio-historical way. 

9. Idea of Revelation. 

Revelation. " Scripture " presupposes a revelation. But revelation is a 
new truth of surpassing importance, that so seized upon and 
filled the mind of a man that he was conscious, not of having 
discovered it or brought it forth himself, but of having received 
it from above. Such a revelation it was, when in the midst of 
peoples, which were given to a sensuous nature-worship, the 
primitive consciousness of the one God, different from the 
world, all-efficient and holy, was awakened with new power, 
the consciousness of an " I " above all other " I's," and this 

I Cf- Celltrier, Manuel cTHermeneutique Biblique, p. 188 sqq. TB 
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not as an esoteric doctrine, but as a possession designed for 
the wLole people. Through this the descendants of Abraham An ideal 
became the possessors of an ideal good of infinite worth ; they 
were in an altogether especial sense the people of God. Yet 
only potentially were they so (Ex. xix. 4-6). Their task was 
now to become actually what they were already according to 
their destination, "a holy people" (Lev. xi. 48-45 ; xix. 2). 
This so happened that the development of the idea of the people 
of God was viewed as altogether the work of God, the difficulty 
of this development as entirely the fault of the people : in en- 
tire opposition to the history of other peoples, here all honor 
is g^ven to God alone. This viewing of God as the invisible 
King of the people, and of this latter as the object of his guid- 
ance and his discipline, could be no merely human thought; 
it must, as the revelation of the invisible and yet all- efficient 

God, be itself, in turn, a divine revelation. A revelation, or Divine rev- 

elation. 
rather a whole series of revelations, it was, when prophets found 

themselves called and impelled to hold up before the people its 
sins, to proclaim God's penal judgment, and behind this the 
glorious time of grace, when God would again have compas- 
sion upon his people, and both theocratically and morally re- 

store it. Thus the prophetic revelation represented the history History of 

. ., , -,. . -, ,-,/-,-, the people a 

o the people as a divine guidance, as a battle of God as tutor divine guid 


with his stiff-necked people. To this prophetic revelation, to 

this speaking and struggling of God with his people, corres- 

ponds, with the pious Israel, a speaking with God, which as a 

rule could have happened no otherwise than in poetical form 

whether the pious man did homage to God in the song of 

praise, or in still, religious satisfaction, sang of his safety under 

the protection of his God, or struggled in a hard battle of faith 

and an ardent longing for his salvation, or sought an answer to 

the deepest enigmas of life. So the whole history of this people Struggling 

in the light of the revealing Spirit, on the one hand as a dis- the people. 

ciplinary struggling of God with the people (see especially Hosea 

d Jeremiah), on the other hand as a prayerful struggling ofthe 
ofthe people with God, seems prefiguratively announced & e wlth 
2 
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Spirit of in Gen. xxxii. 24-32 coll. Hos. xii. 4, 5. This ffoly Spirit of 
revelation. . -, T , . f 

revelation, ruling over and in the people Israel, is the presup- 
position of all holy Scripture. 

9. Revelation not necessarily written. 

In such divine revelation is involved no necessity, indeed, of 
written records. Revelation is revelation altogether indepen- 

Seripture dently of its literary fixing. In general it does not belong to 

theocracy, the idea of revelation to be written ; but it does belong to the 
essence of the theocracy. The most fundamental document for 
and in Israel is the two tables of the law, written at the first 

The law. constitution of the people of God. Of no other document, as 
of this, is it said, it was written with the finger of God (Ex. 
xxxi. 18 xxxii. 16). If later still many laws were added, 
and " the book of the law" is already in the Pentateuch many 
times mentioned, these laws ministered less to the object of 
revelation, and in a higher degree to the unique object of the 
theocracy. To the theocratic interest even the oldest historical 
records (Ex. xvii. 14 ; Num. xxxiii. 2 if.) already ministered. 

Revelation In the prophetic revelation it is perfectly clear that it was 

recorded for . , , , . , . , 

posterity, written down not so much because it was revelation, as because 
it was to be a testimony for the following generations. The 
commands of God to the prophets to record the revelations 
they received had no other object (so Isa. viii. 16; Hab. ii. 2, 
3 ; Jer. xxxvi. 2, 3 coll. 32). If, then, whole collections of 
prophecies were recorded nay, if such as the visions of Eze- 
kiel and the utterances of the Babylonian Isaiah from the time 
of the Exile were, as is probable, only written the reason 

Poetry. of this lay simply in the circumstances of the times. It was 
otherwise with the writing down of songs and other poetical 
pieces. These were understood to be not so much revelations 
as effusions or products of meditation on divine and human 
affairs. So then, revelation proper, in which the individual 
receiving was seized and held by the higher truth, at the time 

of its blooming was not confined to writing, but writing 1 was 
Oral utter- . . & 1 . . . , f ' , , a 

anceand subordinated to revelation. Inspiration had to do much more 

word. with the oral utterance than with the written document, and 
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the form in which the songs were set forth was singing and 
music ; a form which was also in part regarded as a gift of 
God, but which for us is entirely lost. It is self-evident that 
the divine suggestion which had to do first of all with the oral 
word, and only in a derivative way with the writing, came by 
no means equally to all the discourses and to every writing. 
In the time of the Exile, and in the succeeding time, Scrip- 
ture, as Scripture, received a greater and greater importance ; 
since the restoration of the theocracy was attended by a greater 
legality, and in the place of free, inspired prophecy, by little 
and little, biblical learning made its appearance. There can 
be no doubt but that this increasing exaltation of Scripture, as 
such, betokened, not the flourishing life, but rather the decay 
of the higher spirit in the nation. 

IO. Scripture Idolization and the Theocracy, 

But for precisely the maintenance of the theocracy this idol- 
izing of Scripture was of incalculable importance. Upon the 

productive time followed, as ever, a conservative. Yet where, Conserva- 
. . tive time, 

in a time given to scribbling, were to be the limits ; and what 

was to be the criterion for the inviolability of these limits ? 
Already the author of the Koheleth laments that of making 
many books there is no end (Eccl. xii. 12). It would doubt- 
less be a false presupposition if we should assume that they 
were immediately clearly conscious of such a criterion, and that 
an accurate separation was instituted from the beginning. The The Canon 

x & & long indef- 

prologue of " The Son of Sirach " shows us clearly enough the 
indefiniteness of these limits. As is well known, the Alexan- 
drine Jews had a more extensive collection than the Palestinian. 
It is worth while to inquire which books the New Testament 
authors quote, and which not ; which they quote frequently, 
and which only seldom. The standard designation, as is well 
known, for the collection of the books of the Old Testament 
was the expression, 6 v6p.os KOI oi Trpo^rai, or o ^o/ios, ot 777)0- 
<}Jrai, KOI ol il/d\fj,oi. The various values which, at the time of Estimate of 
Jesus and the Apostles, were ascribed to individual books of 
the Old Testament, is shown from the circumstance that the 
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Pentateuch, Isaiah, and the Psalms are cited most frequently 
of all ; certain canonical books, as Proverbs and Job, relatively 
seldom ; the Song of Solomon, the Book of Esther, and the 
Chronicles very seldom ; the Books of Kings, on the other hand, 
are cited pretty frequently, the Books of Ezra, Nehemiab, and 
^canonical Ecclesiastes not at all. On the other hand, allusion is made 
books. h ere anf j there, though very seldom, to uncanonical books, as 
the Book of Tobias, 2 Maccabees, and perhaps also to the 
Book of Wisdom. The Epistle of Jude, indeed, refers even 
to the pseudepigraphic book, Enoch. All this is clear proof 
that the limits between sacred books and those not sacred 

Josephus's was not yet so firmly established as later. Josephus, in the 

enumera- . _ 

tion. well-known passage (c. Apion. I. 8), -enumerates twenty-two 

sacred books of the Hebrews, and then adds that since the 
time of Artaxerxes books have been written on all hands, but 
have not been considered trustworthy, Sia TO ^ -yevcaOai -njv 


A temporal T u>v Trpo^rjrwv d/cpt/3?} StaSo^v. This temporal limit, viz. the 
reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, agrees not ill with that where 
the expiration of prophecy is usually assumed ; but the ground 
which Josephus adduces for the meaner authority of these 

Tradition, later writings is put not in inspiration, but in tradition. On 
the details, as well as on the history of the text, the Introduc- 
tions to the Old Testament are to be compared [De "Wette, 
Bleek, Keil, Davidson]. 

II. The Kew Testament and Revelation. 

Now with regard to the writings of the New Testament, these 

likewise presuppose a revelation. This revelation is the mani- 

The God- festation of the God-man, i.e. of a man who is not separated 

tnan. " * 

from God, but united with God, and who has opened up the 
possibility and the actuality of a union of man with God. 
The relation of man to God is to be no mere judicial relation ; 
it is to be, and may be, a relation of love. And because man 
is destined to become united with God and a child of God, a 

Eespect for respect for man, an estimation of man, is also here disclosed, 
man. -* 

as in no other religion and in no ancient philosophy. In one 
word over against the Old Testament servant of God the 
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son of God is here revealed. Over against the inseparable 
unity of the kingdom of God and the Israelitish people, of the 
blessing of God and earthly prosperity, a kingdom of God is 
revealed which is just for the poor and the oppressed ; a king- 
dom of God independent of worldly power and earthly pros- 
perity ; a kingdom of God in which the contradiction between 
merit and fate reaches its culmination, but is precisely through 
this means overcome. And not only were Christ's life, words, 

and acts a revelation, but also his death. In this, to the 9 hl i! t ' s - 

' death an in- 

receptive mind, on the one hand, was made known the world's centive to 

r . , . repentance, 

guilt and enmity to God, and an incentive given to repentance 

which no doctrine and no law could ever have given ; on the 
other hand, a resignation and a suffering which, by the faithful 
mind, could only be viewed as the fulfilment of the deepest 
Old Testament idea (Isa. liii.j? i-e. as a suffering and dying 

for us. Nay, as from this death went forth a life, from this Vicarious 
' " m ' suffering. 

fall a new power, a genuine victory, so to the enlightened eye, 
not only his own destination to resurrection and to life was 
revealed, but also the mystery of the world became clear, that 
truth in general appears in the form of a servant, and that it 
must mount to life and to victory through suffering and humilia- 
tion. Such ideas as "never have entered into the heart of 
man" are manifest in Christ and through Christ, and have 
become the impulse to a new moving of spirits, to a new civ- Lore, 
ilization, whose principle is love (2 Cor. v. 17). 

12. Mediateness of New Testament Revelation. 

Upon this revelation rest the writings of the New Testament, 
yet by no means immediately. Still less than to the essence 
of the Old Testament revelation does it belong to the essence 
of the New Testament revelation that it be written. It is Writing 
significant already that Christ himself neither wrote nor by&S; 
directed others to write. Nay, so definitely is his image im- 
pressed upon our souls that we can scarcely think of him as 
writing. Even by his immediate disciples, even by his earliest by Ms 
church, writing was neglected 1 precisely because to them his disciple3 ' 

1 This is perhaps a groundless assumption, and is at variance with the 
2* 
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words and deeds, because to them his life and death, were so 
freshly and vividly in remembrance. The motive which the 
prophets of the Old Covenant had to record their prophecies 
and to seal them as a witness for future generations, must 
moreover have failed them, believing, as they did, that they 
idea of the were living in the last time, and expecting the Parousia soon 
to arrive. When, indeed, the Apostles went forth to proclaim 
abroad the gospel of Christ, oral Kypvyp-a was the medium of 
their missionary activity ; oral preaching it was through which 
Christian churches were established. Nothing is more certain 
TheEpisties than that the Apostolic Epistles were written, not in order to 
tory. found churches, but to confirm them in Christian faith and life, 
as the writers often refer in their Epistles to personal and oral 
activity among the readers (cf. 1 Thess. ii. 1-12 ; 2 Thess. iii. 
10 ; Gal. iv. 13-15 ; 1 Cor. ii. 1-5 ; iii. 1 sqq.). Not until 
the Apostle to the Gentiles had founded churches in various 
and remote regions did the need arise of letters of exhortation 
for the confirming of the churches in the faith. But important 
as these Epistles must have been, alike for the Apostle himself 
and for his readers, Paul was convinced, nevertheless, that the 
New Covenant and the office in the gospel are not a covenant 
The letter and office of the letter, but of the spirit (2 Cor. iii. 6 sqq.). If 
spirit!* 6 w e y i ew ^e Epistles of the Apostle from the stand-point of 
their time, as we should, we shall find in them, side by side 
with many great, profound, and imperishable thoughts, some 
Rabbinical which are due simply to his Eabbinical culture. We reckon 
among these principally the now literal, now allegorizing, ex- 
Fallibility, planation of Old Testament passages. We find that he by no 
means claims for' himself infallibility, but distinguishes between 
his own opinion in certain things and the word of the Lord 
(1 Cor. vii. 25, 40) ; * that he now and then lost his temper ; 
that a lapsus memoriae could befall him (1 Cor. i. 14-16) ; 

best results of modern science. Cf. Dissertations in Godet's Commentaries 
on Lube and John; per contra, Westcott, Intr. Ch. iii. sub fin. TK. 

1 The fact that the Apostle thus distinguishes on one or two occasions 
has been regarded as an implied claim of infallibility for the rest of MR 
writings. Cf. Stanley, Commentary in loco. TE. 
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that dogmatic correctness in the later ecclesiastical sense is not 
to be thought of in him (cf. 1 Cor iii. 23 ; viii. 5 ; xi. 3). As 
regards the form, we feel, of course, the overpowering tonent 
of his discourse and the power of his inspiration ; but we cannot 
close our eyes to the fact that many Hebraistic expressions 
and turns occur, many defective propositions, and, in general, 
that his Greek is very far from classic purity. If these Defects of 

J . J style and 

Apostolic letters of exhortation ministered immediately to the language, 
need of the churches, and arose directly from the relation of 
the Apostle to them, the Gospels, which certainly arose some- TheGospeis. 
what later, ministered to a mediate and a more far-seeing need. 
Gradually were the immediate witnesses passing from the 
stage, and with them the immediate and faithful remembrance 
of the words, deeds, and fate of the Lord threatened to be 
extinguished. Then there appeared a gospel literature, in part, 
as it seems, by uncalled men ; and from this gospel literature 
arose, first, a Gospel which sprung from the Aoyia of Matthew ; 
next, one which seems to have arisen under the authority of 
Peter ; finally, one which was designed for a Christian of note 
in Italy and which sought to combine Pauline views with the 
greatest possible completeness. At a later period, in the out- 
side limits of the Apostolic age, arose a fourth Gospel which 
takes a higher stand-point above Judaism and Paulinism, and 

aims to raise Vicrris to -wcoo-is. 1 These Gospels afford irrefragable Differences 
P . . , . intradition. 

proof that at the time of their writing, differences in the his- 
torical tradition had already arisen, and that the different views 
and reflections of the Evangelists had likewise an influence on 
the representation. This is especially the case with the fourth 
Gospel. Yet even earlier pressing conflicts of the Christian 
churches with the heathen peoples, yes, even with the heathen 

magistrates, had set in ; Christians passed here and there as a Christiana 
-, . , r despised 

despised sect ; the Apostles must exhort them to patience and ? erse - 

(cf. Jas. and 1 Pet.). But the cruel Neronian persecution 
had. also broken out, which appeared to the faithful to be 

1 On this whole subject of the rise of the Gospels, see the dissertations 
; in Godet's excellent commentaries on Luke and on John. TB. 
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the beginning of a decisive battle between God and the world, 
between Christ and the adversary ; in this agitation, moreover, 
something of the old prophetic spirit, nourished chiefly by 
images from Daniel, beamed forth anew. Thus arose the 
Apocalypse. Johannean Apocalypse, as encouragement in calamities, as ex- 
hortation to steadfastness in the expectation of the early coming 
of the Lord. No New Testament author, as the Apocalyptic ? 
has added to his book the threat, " If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book ; and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the tree of life," a threat which was a stumbling- 
block to Luther, and which can be explained only from the 
excited tone of this book. 

13. Uncanonical Christian Writings. 

The first Christian century witnessed the rise of many 
writings : gospels, pre-eminently apocalypses, but also histories 
of apostles and epistles or tractates, mostly pseudepigraphs, 

Marcion's that gained acceptance only in single heretical parties. By 
the middle of the second century Marcion had a canonical col- 
lection, consisting of one Gospel and ten Pauline Epistles, and, 
by about the end of the second or the beginning of the third 
century, most of the writings which we possess in our New 

N.T. Canon. Testament Canon had already attained to a canonical authority 
(cf. Fragm. Muratori, Peschito, Citations in Iranaeus). Only 
with reference to the Epistle of James, the second Epistle of 
Peter, the two small Epistles of John, the Epistle to the 

Doubtful Hebrews, and the Apocalypse did doubt still exist, and so. 

books 

indeed, that in the Eastern church the Apocalypse, and in the 

"Western the Epistle to the Hebrews, were especially disputed. 

On the other hand, in the first centuries there was a disposition 

here and there to adjudge canonical authority to the Epistle of 

Barnabas, Barnabas and to the first Epistle of Clement as also to the 

and Her- Shepherd of Hermas. (The first and a fragment of the second 

Epistle of Clement are appended to the Cod. Alexandr., the Ep. 

of Barnabas and the Pastor Herm. to the Cod. Sinait. Origen 
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mentions the latter book with great respect. Tertullian, per 
contra). The doubts with reference to second Peter, second 
and third John, Hebrews, and the Apocalypse continued into 
the fourth century ; on the other hand, the " Shepherd " and 
the Epistle of Barnabas are already regarded as voQoi (Euse- 
bius, H. E. III. 25). From these facts it is manifest that a 
long time passed before the limits between sacred books and 

I those not sacred was established. But what now were the Criteria of 
,.,,., , , , sacredness. 

criteria according to which some books were recognized as 

sacred and others not ? In the case of second Peter it was, 
without doubt, because its genuineness was doubtful ; in the 
case of second and third John it was the smallness of their 
compass and the unimportance of their contents. It is more 
difficult to see why the Western church struggled so much 
against the recognition of the Epistle to the Hebrews. It could 
not have been the contents, at least not the passage that has been 
appealed to, vi. 46, since neither Tertullian nor Novatian, who 
yet had abundant cause to appeal to this passage, makes any use 
of it. It may therefore have been affected rather by the fact that 
the Epistle was not regarded as a work of the Apostle Paul, to 
which, perhaps, the observation of Origen (in Eusebius, H. E. 
VI. 25) contributed something. Genuineness and canonicity Ge u *"a 
do not seem to have been discriminated. The case was dif- canonicity, 
ferent with the Apocalypse, since this enjoyed the earliest 
recoguition ; Justin Martyr quotes it ; Irenaeus makes distin- 
guished mention of it, and Origen speaks of it as a holy book. 
First, in consequence of the Chiliastic agitation (Nepos), the 
Eastern church became estranged from the book. Here, there- internal 
fore, it was the contents and character of the book that occa- 
sioned the aversion of the Orientals towards it. If some 
hesitated to admit the Pastoral Epistles and the Epistle to 
Philemon into the Canon, it was for the reason that they are 
private Epistles. This ground was urged especially against 
the Epistle to Philemon, and was accompanied, indeed, by the 
observation : non semper Apostolum omnia Christo in se loquente 
dixisse. (See Jerome, Comment, in Ep. ad Philemon, in 


22 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES OP HERMENEUTICS. 


Gospel of 
John. 


Apostoli- 
city and 
congenial 
contents. 


Ecclesiasti- 
cal conser- 
vatism. 


praef.) In order to attain to as complete a view as possible 
of the grounds of the acceptance or the non-acceptance of 
certain boobs, still another book must be considered, which was 
never objected to by the ancient church, the Gospel of John. 
It is well known how sharp-sighted the ancient church was for 
everything heretical, and how mistrustful of everything that 
seemed to lend a support in any way to the heretics ; but 
the Johannic Gospel found acceptance and authority first among 
the followers of the Valentinian Gnosticism, the Valentinian 
Heracleon, indeed, having written a commentary on the book 
(cf. Orig. Tom. in Joh. opp. IV. 220, 234) ; nevertheless, from 
the close of the second century onwards this Gospel had author- 
ity in the church as a genuine and canonical book. What was 
it, now, that overcame the scruples that might have been enter- 
tained against this writing on account of its Gnostic contents 
and use ? Was it the conviction of the Apostolic authorship 
of this writing ? Was it the lofty and, to the Christian con- 
sciousness, so congenial contents ? Probably both together. So 
much we gather from it all, that the judgment of the ancient 
church on the canonicity and the non-canonicity of individual 
books rested not on strict critical principles, but on a general, 
and for the most part tolerably correct, feeling. But what, now, 
were the grounds on which, in the fourth century, second Peter, 
second and third John, and Jude, furthermore the so-called 
Pastoral Epistles, together with the Epistle to Philemon, the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, as a writing of the Apostle Paul, and, 
finally, the Apocalypse, were altogether pronounced to be can- 
onical writings ? Was it, indeed, discovered after the time of 
Eusebius that second Peter is genuine ; that the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, everything to the contrary notwithstanding, is a 
work of the Apostle Paul ; that the Apocalypse, although Chili- 
astic, has a right to a place in the sacred collection ? By no 
means ; but it was the ecclesiastical conservatism, combined with 
the need of a many-sided ecclesiastical constitution, that pro- 
cured for these writings acceptance into the canon. (Cf. Cyrill. 
Hierosol. irepi T&V Oeiwv ypacfrwv, Athan. Ep. fest. 365. Can. 
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60 of the Council of Laodicaea, Can. 36 of the Council of 
Hippo, etc.) With the canonicity ascribed to the sacred hoc ks 
was naturally joined their inspiration (cf. e.g. Cyrill. Hierosol., 
as above : e/c Trveu/iaros O.JLOV -fj TWV dytw Trveujacm AtxX^et- 
crSv Otiwv ypo.(f>G)v epfjurjveta crwcrcAetro). Yet, at first, inspira- 
tion was ascribed only to the Old Testament writings ; not 
until a later period, especially after the uniting of the New 
Testament into a sacred collection, was inspiration likewise 
extended to it. 

14. Corruptions of the Text. 

A proof how little the Apostles dreamed that their writings, 
if ter centuries, would be honored as sacred books, is the cir- 
cumstance that the autographs of the New Testament authors Autographs 

A ^ soon lost. 

svere lost so early that even the most ancient Fathers betray 
10 knowledge of them ; whether it be that they were written 
m very perishable material, or that the first Christian genera- 
ions attached no special value to them. Not the form, the 
)riginal, but the contents was to them the important thing. 
But if only they, or yet the oldest transcripts, had been so 
written as to have left no room for misunderstanding ! But, 
is is well known, the ancients wrote in the scriptio continua, ScrSptio 
tnd although in the schools of the grammarians the marks 
)f punctuation were known without punctuation, without 
Breathings, and without iota subscript, which latter, indeed, was 
lot -in general applied in the Uncial writing. Hence many 
mcertainties and differences among the old Fathers as to how 
i sentence should be read and how it should be connected. (Cf. 
J.g. John i. 3, 9 ; Eomans vii. 11 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 33.) If, then, 
n the fifth century stichometry was introduced by Euthalius Stichome- 
if Alexandria, if later the stichoi were separated by points, 
his can, of course, prove nothing as to the divisions which the 
tfew Testament authors themselves had in mind. The same 
lolds true with reference to the greater divisions (Ke^aXata), 
yhich appeared as early as the second century, and of which 
Matthew contains 355, Mark 234, Luke 342, and John 231. 
U all events our present system of inter-punction is of very 
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Chapters j a t e origin, and dates from the sixteenth century ; our division 
and verses. s ' . J 

into chapters proceeds from Cardinal Hugo of St. Caro (f 1263), 
and our present division into verses, from Rob. Stephanus 
(1551). But not only in the external form did the text of 
the New Testament afford many an uncertainty, but also in 
its inner nature. That in the process of copying, mistakes 
could slip in, is self-evident to every unprejudiced mind. But 
not only accidental, but also deliberate, alterations of the text 
came in most frequently and most freely of all in the first 
centuries, when men did not dream that with the sacred text 

Classes of every word is of importance. What was offensive or con- 
corruptions. * A 

tradictory was obviated; faults of language were corrected; 
expressions and thoughts that seemed not sufficiently favorable 
to orthodoxy were made more so ; in a liturgical interest, e.g. 
doxologies were added; from tradition, still vivid, additions 
were made, as John vii. 53 viii. 11 ; v. 4; Mark xvi. 9 to the 
end ; so also in the interest of orthodoxy passages like 1 John 
v. 7, were interpolated. Such additions were at first merely 
written in the margin, and not until a later period were they 
incorporated into the text itself. If we consider all the cir- 
cumstances through which the biblical text suffered alteration, 

Uncertainty ft misht well seem as if we were left in total uncertainty as to 
as to the . J 

original. the original, and as if we must renounce any possibility of 

arriving at the bottom of the matter, especially when we remem- 
ber that even in Griesbach's time thirty thousand variations had 
already been counted. The orthodoxy of the seventeenth 
century contented itself with denying the facts of the case; 
maintaining that the divine Providence could not have per- 
mitted the word of God to be changed or adulterated. Such 
an assertion has, at the present day, when the weight of un- 
deniable facts speaks out, become an impossibility ; and ortho- 
doxy, to be consistent, must turn around and say : the divine 
Providence not having attended to the unadulterated preserva- 
tion of the biblical text, has shown that it did not intend to 
bind the saving truth in the biblical letters. Notwithstanding 
this, it must still be very important for us, in the theological 
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interest, to press through this forest of variations, and to ascer- 
tain the original condition of the text with the greatest possible 
probability. But this is not impossible; and to this textual 
criticism, practised according to correct principles, leads. 

15. Results for a Conception of Scripture. 

But what results from what has been said for a conception 
of Scripture, as a foundation for a sound and thorough ex- 
egesis ? 1) The Scriptures proceed from a previous reve- Dependence 
lotion. By revelation we understand not only such truths as tion - 
";he receiver, correctly or incorrectly, regards as supernatural ; 
but rather partly such thoughts as in the life of the individual 
or of the people are ideal new creations, and partly such 
events as, full of ideal worth, produce an enlightening and 
inspiring effect ; in one word, ideas that are facts facts that 
are ideas. Of such is the Bible composed, therefore it is the 
holy Scripture, the book of books. The difference between 
the writings of the Old and New Testament and other books 
is not only, and not chiefly, that the spirit of the former is 
related to the spirit of the latter as the general to the spe- 
cial ; still less as the educated spirit to the uneducated, but as 
the new man to the old; as one that gives all honor to God, 
that seeks and finds perfect satisfaction in communion with 
God alone. 2) Yet we are to distinguish, indeed, between Revelation 
revelation and the record of revelation, or holy Scripture. In record of 
revelation man sustains always a receptive relation hearing 
(1 Sam. iii. 10), or beholding (Isa. vi. 1 sqq.). In the com- 
munication (oral or written), he sustains an active relation. 
The more immediately the revelation has promulgation in view 
(as Num. xxiii. 12-xxiv. 4 ; Amos iii. 7, 8 ; Acts iv. 20 ; 2 Cor. 
iv. 6), the more the word of promulgation is itself a revelation. 
But this is not always the case as, e.g. in the writing of history, 
where the revelation has passed through tradition, and the 
author relates what has been handed down ; or in reflection, 
when the revelation is mediated through the national and tem- 
poral view and through the individual thinking. This accom- Accommo. 
modation is found far more in written than in oral discourse. In 
8 
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the Scriptures are found all shades, from the most immediate 
effusion to the most mediate tradition and human reflection. 

Author not 3) The biblical author, as the organ of revelation, is, therefore, 
a mere or- ' , ' & ,.,.,. 

gan. never merely and purely an organ ; but as he is rooted in his 

national and temporal views and interests, so also he is con- 
cerned, both actively and passively, in his common and individual 
interests ; but while, without being entirely destitute of the 
revealing Spirit, so much human limitation and impurity may 
adhere to the author, yet he stands always passively or actively, 
consciously or unconsciously, under the influence of this Spirit. 
That divine and eternal, and this human and temporal, are so 
blended in Scripture that the divine receives through the 
human its coloring and bodily form, the human through the 
divine, its sanction. Thus, then, the discrimination between 
Scriptura sacra and Verbum Dei is just as proper as the sep- 

iteiation of oration of the two is inadmissible. o) The relation of the 

the ' 


Test, to the New Testament to the Old is in part a relation of unity, in 
Old Test. L J ' 

part a relation of diversity. JLhe unity consists not only in 

the idea of the one almighty and holy God, but also in the 
idea (more limited or more spiritural) of a people of God as 
the object of his revelations and guidance, as also of the mutual 
relation of promise and fulfilment. The difference consists 
partly in the spiritualizing of the divine law into love, and in 
the realization of love to God in love to man ; partly in the 
discrimination and the separation of the kingdom of God from 
worldly powers and conditions, and in the elevation of mar- 
tyrdom to the highest dignity ; but, in general, in the revelation 
of the relation of sonship, first of all in the person of Jesus, 
but then also in the faithful. In some New Testament writings 
the unity with the Old Testament, in others the difference 
individual- from, it, is made more prominent. 5) But besides this the 
ti'ie New spirit of the New Testament becomes individualized to such 

Test 

an extent, that not only do Paul and James, but also John and 
Peter, differ among themselves, but also from both the others, 
and even in Paulinism unmistakable shades of opinion occur. 
Even between earlier and later Epistles the difference is 
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observable, that in the latter the progress from TTICTTIS to yi/wcri?, 
from the simpler to the more elaborate ecclesiastical constitution, 
is manifest. 1 Hence it follows that the spirit of the New 
Testament, in general the spirit of revelation, is not a statical, 

but a developing spirit. c] It is, furthermore, undeniable Mode of th 
2 J * ' rise of New 

that the New Testament writings arose, not as a result of a Test, writ- 
special divine commission, but as they were called forth by the 
conditions and needs of the churches. If a divine commission 
is here to be spoken of, it consists in the apostolic longing for 
the spiritual welfare of the churches ; cf . especially, Rom. i. 
9-12 ; 1 Cor. i. 10 sqq- ; xv. 1-3 ; 2 Cor. ii. 12, 13 ; vii. 5 sqq. ; 
Gal. i. 6, 7 ; iv. 12 sqq. ; John xix. 35 ; xx. 31 ; 1 John i. 1-4 ; 
ii. 1, 26; iv. 1 ; v. 13. d) No careful reader can have 
failed to observe that the authors of the Gospels and the Acts 
of the Apostles are dependent, at least partially, on tradition, 
and that apostolic men often in their letters make use of such 
Scriptural arguments for the confirmation of the truth as from New Test. 

-n -11 writers de- 

the point of view of an accurate exegesis will not stand the pendent on 

, , , . , -. ^ -, tradition. 

test, as also of such rational grounds as would now seem 
scarcely tenable; so, e.g. Gal. iii. 15 sqq.; iv. 21-31 ; 1 Cor. 
xi. 115 ; xv. 29 sqq. ; Rom. iv. 2025 ; vii. 16, and other 
passages. As here the Apostle is frequently dependent on his 
rabbinical education, so, not seldom, he allows himself in bursts 
of indignation ; as, especially, in Galatians and in secondCorinth- 
ians. These are human elements which mar, indeed, the purity 
of the divine truths, but, at the same time, show us by so much 
the more clearly the Apostle in his historical embodiment. 
e) Although the New Testament authors even the author 
of the Apocalypse never dreamed that they were writing 
holy Scriptures for remote centuries, yet their writings became 
such, as the result of a necessary ecclesiastical development. Ecciesiasti- 

-vr . . . cal develop 

Not, indeed, that no Christian church could have maintained ment. 
an -existence without a firm canon of sacred writings; yet the 
need of a stable authority, which the church connects with its 

1 This difference is doubtless attributable in part to different degrees of 
culture on the part of the readers. (Cf. Galatians with Ephesians.) TR. 
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divine origin, was, and is, the consequence of ecclesiastical 
unification and fortification. What proceeded from the fulness 
of the consciousness of the revelation of salvation in Christ, 

Inequality has, for all times, a refreshing and sanctifying power. f ) As 
in the first centuries of the Christian church equal value was 
not attached to all the New Testament writings, so it must be 
permitted to us also to esteem them unequally. Nay, we have 
a right to go beyond the judgment of the ancient church, 
knowing as we do, that it could not yet have proceeded ac- 
cording to firm principles and deep insight, and that to us, who 
are in possession of these requisites, it is permitted to subject 
as well their favorable judgments as their doubts to a thorough 

Needoftex- test. </) Still more pressing must we regard the need of 

Liicii cnti" 

cism. textual criticism ; for, since through the corruptions and varia- 

tions of the text, the basis from which the exegetical explana- 
tion has to proceed is made uncertain, textual criticism must 
form the foundation of interpretation. Yet here, in a thousand 
cases, only a probability, not a certainty, is reached. 7^) 
Through all the human elements of national and temporal con- 
ceptions and modes of thought, through the undeniably very 
different value and merit of the individual parts of Scripture, 
through the unclassical language, and through all the uncer- 
tainties and corruptions of the text, beams clearly and unmis- 

Divine con- takably the unparalleled and divine contents of the New Tes- 
tament. Little as we are to be blind to these things ; much 
as we are to bestow our full attention on these, as the body in 
which this divine soul dwells, we are just as little to turn away 
from the soul of this body, the divine contents, because it is 
given to us in the form of a servant. 

8. The, Interpretation of Scripture, and of the New 
Testament in particular. 

16. Impartiality the Result of Conflict. 

What has been said of the nature of Scripture, and of the 
New Testament in particular, may be regarded as a sure ac- 
quisition of theology, and as the property of all theologians of 
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the present. But this acquisition is the record of a hard two- 
hundred-years battle ; nay, we see the forerunners of it even 
in the fourth and fifth centuries. Even the age of the Refor- 
mation, for reasons easy to understand, was not yet able to 
attain to complete impartiality. It was necessary rather that Necessity of 
there should be first a one-sided and unnatural deification and 
ossification, then just as one-sided and shallow a humanization, 
and finally a battle between the two, before the true impartiality 
and thoroughness of the view of Scripture could be wrought out. 
All these various conceptions exercised their influence on 
Scripture interpretation, and are reflected therein. It is there- 
fore instructive to recognize in the history of Scripture inter- 
pretation the distortions and errors, as also the so often fruitless 
efforts for something better ; but, especially, the battle between 
the sound sense and a consecrated tradition, .or " orthodoxy," 
falsely so called, and from the long course of error to extract 
the truth. This seems by so much the less superfluous, that even 
at the present day the sound and correct view is not altogether 
unattacked and free from detraction. 

a) History of Scripture Interpretation in connection with 
the present idea of Scripture^ 

17. The Allegorical Interpretation. 

Interpretation takes its rise whenever there arises an opposi- 
tion that needs to be reconciled between the spirit of Scripture 
and the spirit of the time. The first and most distinct ap- 
pearance of such an opposition was with the Jews of Alexandria, Aiexan- 
of whom Philo must be regarded as the representative. The 
xmconditional veneration of the Old Testament Scriptures on the 
one hand, and the influence of the Hellenistic and especially of 
the Platonic culture on the other, could not but bring about a 
breach, to be composed only through the allegorical interpreta- 
tion of Scripture. The naivete with which the Old Testament 
speaks of God, the downright realism of many Old Testament 
ideas and expressions, stood in direct antagonism to the idealistic 

1 Cf. Celldrier, pp. 7-30; G, W. Meyer, Gcsch, d. Schrifterklarang. TK. 
.8* 
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of 'thtfoif tnou S nt f tne current culture. The allegorical interpretation oc- 
Test. cupied itself with the idealizing of the Old Testament expressions 

and conceptions, especially with the removal of the anthropomor- 
phic and the anthropopathic, with the reduction of theophanies and 
other contacts of God with men to mediating powers. Although 
Philo bowed to a rigid idea of inspiration, and although he did 

not deny the historical nature of the Old Testament narratives 
and persons, these are yet to him little more than pictures (T/OOTTOI) 
of the soul. Adam becomes with him the a.vOpwrro<s 71770/77? or 
XOIKOS ; Cain is self-seeking ; Abel, devotion to God ; JNoah is 
the picture of righteousness ; Abraham is the symbol of a soul 
grown wise through discipline ; Isaac the picture of a soul wise 
by nature ; Jacob of a soul grown wise through practice ; Moses, 
finally, is called 6 Xoyos Trpo^r^s. Egypt, according to Philo, 
is the emblem of the body ; Canaan of piety ; the wandering 
of Abraham from Chaldaea denotes bis conversion from the 
worship of the stars to God, etc. Yet Philo regards the 
allegoiy only as an esoteric doctrine, which is not for carnal, 
but for spiritual men. But the allegorical and typical treat- 
ment of the Old Testament was also in vogue among the 
Palestinian Palestinian Jews, here less in the interest of an idealizing 
philosophy, although the purism of the idea of God had even 
here dislodged the old anthropomorphic conceptions. Side by 
side with the allegorical and typical interpretation a literal 
interpretation was also in vogue ; a pressing of single sentences 
and words without reference to the original sense a result of 
the legalistic method of thought. 

IS. Allegorizing of the New Testament Writers. 

It was this method also that the New Testament writers, 
Paul's aiie- especially the rabbinically educated Paul, practised. With 
them allegorizing and typologizing arose not from the need of 
reconciling the sacred word with the philosophy of the time, 
but from the relation of the former to Christ and to Christian 
truth. The arguments from Scripture which they frequently 
employ along with rational arguments are, in part, passages 
that are adduced merely with reference to the language, and 
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as may suit the writer's convenience from the most various 

places of the Old Testament. The Apostle Paul, to prove 

that the true sons of Abraham are not slaves, but free children legorizing. 

of God, refers the two wives of Abraham to the old and new 

covenants (Gal. iv. 22 sqq.). In the passage of the Israelites 

through the Red Sea he finds an allusion to Christian baptism, 

and in the eating of the manna an allusion to the Lord's 

Supper (1 Cor. x. 1-3). The rock from which Moses caused 

the water to flow is to him a picture of Christ (1 Cor. x. 4). 

The collective singular, a-reppa (Gen. xxii. 18), Paul presses 

to prove that thereby only the one Christ can be meant (Gal. 

iii. 16). 1 The deluge from which the sons of Noah were 

saved by the ark, Peter so applies as to make the water of the fna'ttfe au- 

flood a symbol of baptism, where the Sx, through a play upon ^^ s of He ' 

the word, is used in the local sense, " through," as well as in 

the instrumental sense, "by means of" (1 Pet. iii. 20). The 

author of the Epistle to the Hebrews make much use of the 

allegory and the type, in which respect the Epistle of Barnabas 

goes, to be sure, still farther. 

19. The Alexandrian School. 

Accordingly, when Christianity had extended itself to Alex- 
andria, and had established there a catechetical school, the need 
must have been felt in a high degree of accommodating Christi- 
anity and the Old Testament, which was still ever regarded as 
the source of knowledge and the source of proof for Christianity, Christianity 

L " and Plato- 

with the culture of the time, especially with the Platonic nism. 
philosophy. The allegorical interpretation could not fail to 
come thus into great prominence. According to Clement the 
verbal sense is merely for elementary faith, the allegorical 
sense alone leads to the gnosis. In justification of the employ- 
ment of the allegory, the propriety of which seems still to have 
been questioned by many, he appeals to Ps. Ixxviii. 2 ; 1 Cor. 
ii. 6, and other passages. But the chief allegorist of the 
Christian church is Origen. This great teacher devoted the Origen. 
greater part of his life to the critical and exegetical study of the 

1 See Ellicott and Lightfoot, Comm., in loco. TE. 
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Scriptures. Of bis critical labors bis works, tbe Hexapla and 
tbe Tetrapla (portions of wbicb, to be sure, are lost), furnish 
proof. His exegetical woi'ks were of three kinds : scbolia (all 
lost), commentaries proper (TO/AOI), and religio-etbical bomilies. 
Pre-eminent among bis commentaries must that on tbe Gospel 
of John be placed. His Christian Platonism, which was 
arrayed as well against empty Ebionism as against unbelieving 
heathen speculation, is everywhere noticeable. In tbe place 
of the view previously in vogue, of a twofold sense of Scrip- 
ture, he adopts, after the manner of the Platonic trichotomy 
of man into crw/^a, 1/^17, and Xoyos (Tn/eS/ta), a threefold sense 
of Scripture. The literal sense he did not despise, but re- 
garded it as merely the shell of the higher sense, just as the 
earthly nature of Christ was the shell of bis divine nature. 
It was partly his exaggerated idea of inspiration, partly bis 
Platonism, that led him often into pbantastic, over-refined ex- 
planations. While in Origen the grammatico-critical, as well 
as the mystico-speculative, tendency was represented, the later 
Later Alex- Alexandrian school, with its most famous representatives, 

andrian 

School. Athanasius and Cyril, abandoning the former, gave itself,' in 
opposition to the Antiochian exegesis (see below), entirely to 
the allegorical. Tbe chief monument of this one-sided ten- 
dency are the Homilies of Cyril. Cyril wrote commentaries on 
tbe Pentateuch, on the Prophets, and on tbe Gospel of John. 
He may be regarded as the representative of the Scripture in- 
terpretation of bis time in wbicb the dogmatizing was joined 
with the allegorizing tendency. 

2O. The Antiochian School. 

In opposition to this tendency stood tbe exegesis of the 
Antiochian school, as whose first representatives Theophilus, 
Julius Africanus, and Lucian are to be mentioned. To the 
mystico-iclealistic at a later period more and more dogma- 
tizing character of the Alexandrian school, the historico- 
The Anti- critical character of the Antiochian school formed an antago- 
schooi, his- nism as sharp as can be conceived of. Lucian of Samosata 

founder of this scbool and was celebrated 
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ihiefly for his contributions to the critical purging of the bib- 
lical text. But the Antiochians who exhibited most sharply 
the peculiarity of this school in exegesis are Diodorus of Tarsus 
(f c. 394), and Theodore of Mopsuestia (f c. 428). The former 
wrote a work entitled ris Siacfropa. Oetapias KOI dAA^yopias, and 
many commentaries, in great part lost. The latter explained his- 
torically most of the prophecies of the Old Testament, and 
had no sympathy for the mystical conception of the Song of 
Solomon. In general they did not condemn all allegory with- 
out distinction, but only the manner and extent of its employ- 
ment by the Alexandrians. But the barrenness of the Anti- Barrenness 

J of Anti- 

ochian exegesis, especially as it was practised by Theodore, ochjan exe- 
did not meet the requirements of the time. His writings were 
condemned to the flames by the command of Theodosius and 
of Valentinian ; yet his Commentary on the Minor Prophets 
was preserved. Theodore was very highly treasured by the 
Syrian Nestorians, and was called the efqy^r^s KO.T l^o^v. 
Yet his method was not retained entirely even by the orthodox 
Antiochians themselves, and Joh. Chrysostom and Theodoret The labors 
of Cyrus, justly the most celebrated interpreters of Christian tom and 
antiquity, deviated from the emptiness of their teacher in as 
far as they treated the Scriptures, as a divine book, with the 
greatest reverence. Yet they also made the verbal sense their 
starting-point, and regarded this as the foundation of all exe- 
gesis. Joh. Chrysostom (347-407) is the author of about six 
hundred and fifty homilies, in which the grammatico-historical 
is combined with practical edificatory explanation. He does 
not reject entirely the allegory and the type. He distinguishes 
correctly between prophesying and prognostication. 1 With 
reference to the New Testament, his explanations of the Para- 
bles and of the Pauline Epistles are especially prized. The 
difference between Theodore and Chrysostom has been stated 
as follows : Theodore interpreted grammatically, Chrysostom, 
theologically. Like Chrysostom, Theodoret also (f c. 457) made 
the literal sense his starting-point, but did not stop there. He 
1 Weissagung und Wahrsagung. 
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assumes a a-vy/tard/Baa-is of the sacred writers, by which, for ex- 
ample, the anthropomorphisms are to be explained. The Mes- 
sianic application of prophecy he practises within bounds, but 
combats the explanation of the Song of Solomon given by Theo- 
dore. In the explanation of the Pauline Epistles he follows 
Chrysostom in great part, but still works with a great deal of 
independence. After the decline of the school of Antioch the 
moderate treatment of Scripture flourished at Edessa and at 
Schools of Nisibis. In Edessa it was Ephraem the Syrian (t c. 878) 

Edessa and ^ -, -, . 

Nisibis. who did most towards reviving exegetical study ; yet after his 
death it was not so much his method as that of Theodore of 
Mopsuestia that was employed by his followers, Barsumas and 
Ibas. The school of Nisibis maintained itself longer than the 
school of Edessa, even until some time in the ninth century. 
The earnestness and zeal with which exegetical studies were 
there pursued are attested by the so-called Canon of Nisibis, 
which prescribed a three -years course of Old Testament and 
New Testament study. Ephraem and Theodore passed as 
models of exegesis. Through Chrysostom the Antiochian 

The Byzan- school likewise exercised an influence on the Byzantine. 
' Diodorus, of course, Theodore of Mopsuestia, and Ibas (con- 
demned in the Three Chapter Controversy, 553) continued to 
be entirely excluded. As in New Rome, just after the Coun- 
cils of Chalcedon and Constantinople, the strictest orthodoxy 
prevailed, Scripture interpretation also came under the dom- 
ination of this orthodoxy. Yet so great was the authority 
and the influence of Chrysostom that even in the tenth and 
eleventh centuries worthy followers of him may be pointed out. 
Oecumenius of Tricca in Thessaly wrote commentaries on the 
Pauline and the Catholic Epistles. More important is The- 

Theophy- ophylact (f 1107) who, in his explanation of the Gospels and 
of the Pauline Epistles, though he follows Chrysostom for 
the most part, possesses a marked degree of independence, and 
gives us some excellent and subtile observations, which even to 
the present time are employed by the exegetes. In the 

Zigabenus. thirteenth century Euthymius Zigabenus (Zigadenus) is worthy 
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of mention. This writer performed an important service for 
exegesis through his explanation of the Gospels, in which the 
connection of the thought especially is often excellently 
brought out. 

21. Exegesis in the Western Church. 

The Western Church stood far behind the Eastern in biblical 
study and exegesis. The principal cause of this difference 
was ignorance of Greek on the part of most of the Latin | 
Fathers. For the Old Testament they were dependent on a i 
Latin version of the LXX ; for the New Testament they were 
likewise dependent on a Latin version. Jerome alone (f 420) Jerome, 
forms here an exception. He was familiar not only with 
Greek but also with Hebrew. His merit as an exegete rests 
less upon his investigation of the sense than upon a multitude 
of linguistic, historical, and especially archaeological, notices. 
In his explanation of the Old Testament he is too dependent 
on Jewish tradition. Jerome was not a deep and original, but 
a learned and many-sided spirit. His principal merit consists 
in his translation (Vulgate) of the Old and New Testaments 
from the original texts, 1 and in his discussion of the difference 
between the Alexandrian and Palestinian Canons and his 
decision in favor of the latter. Augustine (f 430) was the Augustine, 
counterpart of Jerome. He was a profoundly religious and 
speculative spirit ; and sought to penetrate to the very depths 
of Scripture also. But he lacked not only a knowledge of the 
original languages of the Bible, but also historical and critical 
perception. He set forth, indeed, many good hermeneutical 
principles, as e.g. when he lays stress on the verbal sense ; 
when he demands of his interpreter, above all things, love for 
his author ; but he also did much harm by laying the founda- 
tion for the view (predominant throughout the Middle Ages) 
of a fourfold sense of Scripture. Cf. De Genesi ad litt. (in 

1 It is inexact to speak of Jerome as translator of the Old and. New Tes- 
taments. The fact is, he translated the Old Testament anew, but the 
New Testament (either the Gospels alone, as some suppose, or all the 
books, as others suppose, but the Gospels most thoroughly), he only 
revised. Cf. Westcott, in Smith's Diet, of Bible (Am. ed.), p. 345. Tit. 
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init.) ; De utilitate credendi 3 : " Omnis igitur scriptura, quae 
testamentum vetus vocatur, diligenter earn nosse cupientibus 
quadrifariam traditur, secundum historiam, secundum aetiolo- 
giam, secundum analogiain et secundum allegoriam." In his 
exegetical praxis, indeed, he sometimes advances good and vig* 
orous thoughts ; but, on the whole, for the reasons mentioned, 
he has not greatly furthered exegesis. To what excess of exe- 
getical or rather of unexegetical ballast the adoption of the 
view of the fourfold sense of Scripture when joined with a 
propensity to allegorize may lead, is to be seen in the example 
Gregory the o f Gregory the Great (f 604). His " Expositio (Moralia) in 
Jobum " in thirty-five books, without accomplishing anything 
for the ascertaining of the sense, spreads itself over the whole 
field of practical theology. Nevertheless this work utterly 
useless as it is for us was the admiration of his contem- 
poraries and of the following centuries. 

22. Catenists and Mediaeval Exegetes. 

The exegetical spirit having fallen into such a by-path, we 
must not withhold due recognition of those efforts that were 
directed towards the collecting and preserving of the better 

Catenae, results of the past. The so-called Catenae belong to this class. 
Through these, the explanations of the most distinguished of 
the earlier interpreters were not only brought to the remem- 
brance of the time, but many valuable interpretations, other- 
wise lost, have been handed down to us. In the Eastern 

Procopiiis. Church Procopius of Gaza (in the sixth century) may be 
mentioned as the pre-eminent collector of this kind. Here, 
also, belong the often very valuable /Scholia of which Matthai 
has incorporated a large part into his edition of the New Tes- 
tament. Far less, that is valuable in this regard, did the Latin 
Church produce than the Greek, a consequence of the fact that 
the Greek Catenists drew for the most part from Chrysostom, 
while the Latin drew chiefly from Augustine. At the same 
time exegetical production did not altogether cease. The Ven- 
erable Bede (f 735) wrote commentaries on several books of 
the Old Testament, and on most of the New Testament, in the 
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spirit of Ms time, of course, but with marvellous industry. 
Walafrid Strabo (f 849) through his " Glossa ordinaria in Strabo. 
Biblia," was, for a long time, the pilot of exegesis. Thomas 
Aquinas (f 1274), the celebrated scholastic, is as an exegete Aquinas, 
comparatively unbiassed, at least fundamentally. This is clear 
from his assertion (Sum. I. qu, 1, art. 10) : " Omnes sensus 
scripturae fundantur super unum sensum litteralem, ex quo 
solo potest trahi argumentum, non autem ex iis, quae secun- 
dum allegoriam dicuntur." His exegetical praxis, indeed, kept 
far behind this insight, because he lacked the most essential 
qualification to Scripture interpretation linguistic knowledge 
and historical perception. Yet his exegetical works are not 
wanting in good thoughts. This defect inheres in the mediaeval 
period in general. Hence there could be no advance in inter- 
pretation. But what it could do, it did : It collected and pre- 
served; and what was thus preserved waited for new fructifying 
elements, which were to be introduced in the second half of 
the fifteenth century. 

23. Influence of Humanism. 

The time when Humanism blossomed forth, produced at 
last a more or less philological interpretation. Nicolaus of Nicoiaus of 
Lyra (f 1340) is to be mentioned as the forerunner of this jyra> 
new direction. He is the first Scripture interpreter of the 
Middle Ages that was acquainted with the original languages 
of the Bible. 1 His " Postilla perpetua in V. et Nov. Testa- 
rnentum," a work very meritorious for the time, is more valu- 
able for the Old than for the New Testament, for the reason 
that the author had the assistance of Jewish interpreters esp. 
Sal. Jarchi. At the same time, he also did homage to the view 
of a fourfold sense of Scripture, according to the maxim : 
" Littera gesta docet, quid credas, allegoria ; Moralis quid agas, 
quo tendas anagogia." Luther is said to have made great use 
of his Postilla ; hence the dictum of the Catholics : Si Lyra 

1 This statement requires to be modified, inasmuch as Roger Bacon 
(t!294), though not distinctively a Scripture interpreter, was thoroughly 
acquainted with Hebrew and Greek, and exerted a lasting influence in favor 
of the study of the Scriptures in the original tongues. TR. 
4 


88 GENERAL PRINCIPLES OP HERMENEUTICS. 

Laurentius non lyrasset, Lutherus non saltasset." Laurentius VaUa 

V Hi I cL 

(fl456), the celebrated humanist and critic of the fables of 
the popes, wrote " Annotationes in N. Testamentum" in a 
purely philological interest. But since in that time the ecclesi- 
astically disposed had no interest for philological treatment, 
and most of the humanists had none for Scripture, his work 
found no acceptance. More important for the history of Scrip- 

Le F6vre. ture interpretation is Le Fevre d'Estaples (Faber Stapulensis, 
1450-1536). He directed his attention less to the philological 
and the critical than to the religious contents. He published 
(1512) a Commentary on the Pauline Epistles, later, Commen- 
taries on the Gospels and on the Catholic Epistles. The gram- 
matical and historical sense is little regarded, but he is also 
largely free from allegory. For the reason that he not only 
inclines strongly to the religious side, but, independently of 
church dogma, seeks to draw this from Scripture itself, he stands 
hard-on the borders of the Reformation. For the French Refor- 
mation he may be regarded as the author of an epoch. It was 

Erasmus, the merit of Desiderius Erasmus (1467-1536) to have made 
the whole gain of humanism redound to the furtherance oi 
New Testament study. Through his paraphrase of the New 
Testament, and more still through his "Annotationes in N. 
Testamentum " (1522), he contributed in an unusual degree to 
a better and more judicious treatment of Scripture. Especially 
did he already thoroughly comprehend the relation of the New 
Testament Greek to the classical. His exegetical method was 
directed as well against the method of the Catenists as against 
all arbitrary allegorizing. He condemns all dependence on par- 
tisan authority. Although his principal interest was the phil- 
ological, religious interest is by no means foreign to him. He 
regards the fear of God, as well as the desire for knowledge, as 
an indispensable condition for the understanding of Scripture. 

His labors Upon the Textual Criticism of the New Testament he likewise 

Criticism 11 bestowed great industry: * yet, on account of the defectiveness 

1 The labors of Erasmus in Textual Criticism are very liable to be over- 
rated. He seems to have employed extremely few MSS., and to have 


HISTORY OP SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION. 39 

of the materials at his command, his work in this department 
is less important. Nevertheless his edition of the New Tes- 
tament became the foundation for New Testament criticism ; 
the second edition (1519) served Luther for his translation. At 
all events Erasmus is the inaugurator of genuine biblical study, 
and the most immediate forerunner of the Reformation. 

We ought not at this point to pass over entirely the Jewish Jewish In. 

terpreters. 

endeavors at the interpretation of the Old Testament. From 
the twelfth to the fifteenth century there was great scientific 
activity among the Jews, on the Pyrenaean peninsula. Their 
knowledge of Hebrew, their familiarity with the customs and 
usages of their people, their acquaintance with the theological 
tradition thereof, put them in a position to accomplish consider- 
able for the explanation of the Old Testament, at a time when 
Christians lacked the necessary knowledge. Yet their de- 
pendence on Jewish tradition and their propensity to hair- 
splitting, often led them astray. Especially worthy of notice 
are Abr. Aben-Ezra (f 1167), Sal. Isaac Jarchi (Raschi 
t 1170), David KimcU (f 1190), Isaac Abarbanel (f 1405), . 
Elias Levita (f 1549), which latter was not distinctively an 
exegete, but rather a grammarian, and taught in Italy. So also, 
not as an exegete, but as the author of a kind of hermeneutics 
is the distinguished thinker Maimonides (f 1206) to be men- 
tioned. From these Jewish scholars Nic. de Lyra (see above), 
to some extent, and especially Reuchlin, received great aid. 

24. Exegesis of the Reformation. 

Scripture interpretation received a new impulse through the 
Reformation. Humanism had prepared the way, in that it put 
upon a proper basis the study of the sources and the languages 
of Scripture, proved the groundlessness of many ecclesiastical 
tenets, and opposed philological investigation to the scholastic 
hair-splitting. But the deep inner struggling for truth and 
salvation was requisite in order, by the power of conscience 
grounded in the word of God, to break the power of ecclesias- 

bestovred very little time on the collation of these fow. Cf. Scrivener, 
Tntrod. to the Text. Grit, of the New Test. (ed. 1), pp. 294 if. TR. 
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tical tradition. The word of justifying faith opened up to 
Luther the understanding of Scripture, especially of the Pauline 
Epistles. The need of the wretched, burdened soul ; the draw- 
ing of the sincere soul to Christ, was for Zwingle a key to the 
truth of Scripture. The all-working power of divine grace, 
and the opposition of the world, introduced Calvin into the un- 
derstanding of Scripture. This led to that unconditional ven- 
eration of Scripture as the only pure and certain source of 
faith. Hence his aversion to allegorizing and the torturing 
of the verbal sense ; hence also the fundamental principle 
that only the " clear word of Scripture " may serve as proof of 
a doctrine or of an ecclesiastical usage. But most far-reaching 
of all is the fundamental principle that Scripture is to be inter- 

Lother. preted not by tradition, but " by itself." Luther (1483-1546), 
wrote many, in part elaborate, explanations of biblical books ; 
we mention here his notes on the Psalms, on Genesis, on the 
" Sermon on the Mount," on many passages of the Gospel of 
John, which was, in his opinion, "the only tender, genuine, 
principal Gospel," then especially an elaborate Commentary 
on Galatians. His prefaces to the individual books, especially 
to Romans and the Psalms, are very valuable. Although 
Luther's knowledge of Greek was limited, and his knowledge 
of Hebrew insignificant, 1 and although the exegetical helps of 
the time must be characterized as very defective, yet by dint 
of his religious genius, which with imperfect knowledge often 

i felt out the kernel of the matter, he did a noble work. To 

this his translation of the Bible (begun in 1521, completed in 
1534), bears ample witness. Frequently as he has missed the 
'sense in the prophetical and the poetical books of the Old Tes- 
tament, yet in general his translation, in point of religious spirit 
and original German expression, has long remained a master- 

Zwingie. piece. Zwingle (1484-1531) did not possess Luther's pro- 
found genius, but was his superior in linguistic knowledge and 
in considerate clearness. Instead of the discipline of the cloister 

i Cf. Art. "Luther," in Herzog's R. E. TK. 
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and the patristic culture as with Luther he was led by 
humanism and by profound longing for truth to the study and 
understanding of the Scriptures. He wrote scholastic notes on 
Genesis and Exodus, on Isaiah and Jeremiah ; more complete 
commentaries on the Gospels, among which that on Matthew, 
is especially celebrated. These explanations contain much 
that is excellent ; yet it may turn out that the " considerate " 
Zwingle allows himself oftener in allegory than Luther. His 
exegetical position may be known most clearly from his polem- 
ical writings on the Lord's Supper. The controversial writings 
on both sides show how Zwingle went to the Scriptures pre- 
ponderatingly with the historical sense, Luther with the mys- 
tical. Unquestionably, the greatest exegete of the Reformation 
period was Calvin (1509-1564). How he viewed the work of Calvin, 
an interpreter he makes known in various places, e.g. when in 
the preface to his notes on Romans he says : " Sane quum hoc 
sit prope unicum illius (interpretis) officium, mentem scriptoris, 
quern explicandum sumpsit, patefacere : quantum ab ea lectores 
abducit, tantumdem a scopo suo aberrat;" and when in the 
classical preface to his Commentary on the Psalms he thus 
expresses himself : " Si labor a me in his commentariis sumptus 
lectoribus proderit, sciant mediocri certaminum (quibus me 
Deus exercuit) experientia non mediocriter fuisse adjutum, 
non modo ut accommodarem ad praesentem usum, quid quid 
licuerit doctrinae colligere, sed ut ad consilium scriptoris 
cuj usque psalmoruin intelligendum familiarior pateret via." 
His exegesis is clear and considerate. No other Reformer was 
so decided an opponent of allegorizing. Of the Messianic 
explanation of the Old Testament passages he makes very mod- 
erate use ; mistakes in the biblical authors (e.g. Matt.'xxvii. 9 ; 
Acts vii. 16), he recognizes as such without hesitation, and shows 
often a freedom from bias remarkable for his time. Excellently 
did he succeed, in many cases, in grasping the line of thought 
and the intention of the sacred author. This is manifest not 
only in his explanation of the Pauline Epistles, but also in his 

explanation of the Psalms, where with all the defectiveness of 
4* 
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Protestant 
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his linguistic and historical helps he was often able, with the 
vision of a seer, to discover and to set forth the thought of the 
psalmist. That he was often betrayed into a dogmatic and 
polemical treatment is explicable from his time. Neither is it 
to be denied that his sharp juridical understanding led him rather 
to dissect than to explain the thought of the sacred author. 
Alongside of this Coryphaeus of the Reformation, a number of 
other men distinguished themselves as exegetes : Oecolampa- 
dius, Mart. JBucer, Buttinger, and especially Wolfg. Musculus 
and Sened. Aretius. The controversy between Protestants and 
Catholics had to do with exegesis, in as far as the Protestant 
principle that Scripture is to be explained not by tradition, but 
by itself, was disputed by the Catholics. Bullinger elucidated 
this point admirably when he said (Conif. Helv. II. c. 2) : 

" Illam duntaxat scripturarum interpretationem pro ortho- 

doxa et genuina aguoscimus, quae ex ipsis est petita scripturis 
(ex ingenio utique ejus linguae, in quae sunt scripta, secun- 
dum circumstantias item expensa, et pro ratione locorum 
vel similium vel dissimilium, plurium quoque et clariorum 
exposita) cum regula fidei et charitatis congruit, et ad gloriam 
Dei hominumque salutem eximie facit. Proinde non asper- 
namur sanctorum Patrurn graecorum latinorumque interpre- 
tationes, neque reprobamus eorumdem disputationes ac tracta- 
tiones rerum sacrarum cum scripturis consentientes : a quibus 
tamen recedimus modeste, quando aliena a scripturis aut his 
contraria adferre deprehenduntur." Mattli. Flacius (f 1575), 
finally, embraced the whole gain of the exegesis of the Refor- 
mation period in his " Clavis Scrip turae Sacrae," and reduced 
it to theory. 

25. Lutheran and Reformed Exegetes. 

The domination of Protestant orthodoxy had an influence 
on exegesis similar to that of the orthodoxy of the patristic 
church. Orthodoxy arose from the struggles of Protestantism 
for self-preservation and organization. Its influence on Scrip- 
ture interpretation was not first of all an unmitigated evil. It 
was attempted to explain the Scriptures by the fundamental 
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thought of Protestantism which, had been drawn chiefly from 
the Pauline Epistles. Men were led to regard the Scriptures 
as an organic whole pervaded by the Holy Spirit. This had, 
indeed, the disadvantage, that the Pauline thoughts and prin- 
ciples were lugged, e.g. into the Synoptic Gospels, nay. even 
into the Old Testament. Altogether, the deleterious influence 
of the orthodox dogmatism on Scripture interpretation ap- 
peared soon enough and strongly enough. The Scriptures 
came to be regarded too much as an arsenal for the combating 
of opponents, and exegesis was forced to minister to this object. 
Thus many passages that seemed more favorable to opponents 
than to their own views, were pressed until they said what was 

required of them. Here, howevei 1 , is manifest a difference Difference 
1 ' ' l>etween.Lu- 

between the Lutheran and Reformed treatment of Scripture, tiieran and 

J L Reformed. 

The Lutheran Church and theology rooting more in the central 

soteriological thoughts of Protestantism, and therefore more 
dogmatic, looked at Scripture predominantly through these fun- 
damental thoughts ; while the Reformed, fixing its attention more 
on the process of grace, and therefore more historical, kept exe- 
gesis for a longer time independent of dogmatics. We find, 
therefore, in this period more and better results on the Reformed 
side ; yet good results are not altogether wanting among the 

Lutherans. a) Lutheran exeqetes. Among those that dis- -Lutheran 
' y Exegetes. 

tinguished themselves during this period we may mention: 

Hunnius (f 1603), Polyc. Leyser (f 1610), Sal. Glassius 
(t 1656), author of the "Philologia Sacra," and, altogether 
pre-eminently, Abr. Calov (f 1686), through his principal work 
directed against Hugo Grotius : "Biblia Illustrata" (1672), in 
which learning is combined with earnest penetration into the 
religious and divine contents of Scripture ; yet also, it is true, 
with the austerity which belonged to those times and to that 
man. Seb. Schmidt, Martin Gejer, and Geo. Oalixtus, already 
show a tendency towards a freer treatment. b) Reformed exe- 
getes. Here the influence of Calvin is observable in TJieod. Beza Beza. 
(1519-1605), who yet, both as biblical critic and as exegete, 
was an independent worker. He made use of Stephanus's 
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Piscator. 


collection of variations, in attempting to set forth as accurate 
as possible a recension of the New Testament text. He pre- 
pared also notes on the New Testament (1557), which indeed 
in the ascertainment of the connection of the thought, and, in 
part, even in independence of exegetical tradition fall behind 
Calvin's exegesis ; but in learning and in philological accu- 
racy surpass this. Altogether, he takes a distinguished place 
among the exegetes of this period. Yet his critical labors left 
much to be desired, even for that time. Jbh. Piscator (1546- 
1625) is worthy of mention also both as Bible translator and 
Bible interpreter. His translation of the Bible (1602 ff.) gained 
in some reformed countries a very high authority. It gives evi- 
dence of linguistic knowledge, and is distinguished for fidelity ; 
but it is destitute of grace and flexibility. His notes have the 
same qualities of fidelity and accuracy ; but these also are abso- 
lutely destitute of poetical appreciation. Yet they show, time 
and again, a certain impartiality, as, e.g. when Job xix. 25 is not 
interpreted as referring to the resurrection. Prominent with 
reference to biblical study stands the Dutch Church, of which 
the very excellent translation of the Bible, undertaken by order 
of the Council of Dort, and completed in the year 1634, furnishes 
proof. Scarcely less worthy of praise is the English Version, 1 
prepared under James I, by a great conference divided into 
sections for the work, and published in 1611. Among those 
who were engaged on the latter translation were such men as 
Launcelot Andrews, Harding, Reynolds, Smith, Abbot, and 
others. Among the Dutch, indeed, the exegetes were likewise 
dependent for the most part on dogmatics, as especially Andr. 
Rivetus and Rivetus and F. Gomarus (f!641). With them also exegesis 
was required to furnish weapons for their theological combats. 
But linguistic learning, which most of them possessed, gives to 
their exegesis a scientific support, and the smaller or greater 
measure of this latter conditions the nearer or more remote 

i Cf. on the English Version : Schaff on Revision (treatises by Ellicott, 
Lightfoot, and Trench) ; Mrs. H. C. Conant, History of the English Bible; 
Plumptre, in Smith's Diet, of the Bible. TR 


Dutch 
Church. 


English 
Version. 
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approach to the more liberal tendency now just being inau- 
gurated. (Cf. below). 

26. Reaction against Dogmatism. 

Thus under the domination of the scholastic polemics, bibli- 
cal philology, at least, and its application carried on their quiet 
work. The scholastic dogmatism, it is true, maintained its pre- 
dominance. But iust this called forth a reaction of biblical The 

* reaction. 

Christianity, directed towards the essential and the practical, and 

with this the beginning of a preponderance of biblical study over 
dogmatics. The inaugurator of this i-eaction in the Netherlands 
was Cocceius ; in Germany, Sp'ener. Joh. Cocceius (|1669) Cocceiua, 
expressed his theological tendency, in the preface to his 
" Summa de foedere et testamento Dei," in the following words : 
" Multurn sine dubio pietate officiunt Z^r^o-as juupat /cat cmai- 
Sevrat. . . . E contrario ad pietatem necessaria est scrutatio 
Verbi Dei, spiritualium cum spiritualibus comparatio, demon- 
stratio veritatis, quae est secundum pietatem, ad conscientiam 
fundamenti religionis et ai/aAoyias T^S Trio-Tews crvv^cnv ..." lie 
was an opponent of the scholastic method also in Scripture in- 
terpretation. He sets forth the fundamental principle of his 
exegesis as follows: "Id significant verba, quod significare 
possunt in integra oratione, sic ut omnia inter se conveniant," 
i.e. the words mean what the connection lets them mean. His 
federal theology also had an influence on his treatment of 
Scripture, in as far as not dogma, but the economy of salvation, 
was his guiding principle. This might lead to a natural religio- 
historical it might also lead to an artificial typological treat- 
ment. Cocceius was too much under the influence of his time 
not to have fallen into the latter. Yet it was already a great 
gain, that an attempt was made to give to Scripture, and indeed 
to the fundamental idea of Scripture, the supremacy in theology. 
As Cocceius's federal theology was further developed by his 
disciples Braun, Burman, and Witsius, so his exegesis was im- 
proved and applied by the two Vitringas ; especially by the 
celebrated interpreter of Isaiah, Campegius Vitringa (f 1788). Vitringa. 
Yet Vitringa was an independent interpreter. His surmises 
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as to when this or that prophecy reached its fulfilment belong, 
indeed, to his time ; but his rare acquaintance with the biblical 
languages, his industrious use of the exegetical apparatus hith- 
erto collected, his notices of the foreign peoples against whom 
the prophecies are directed, finally the careful consideration 
of the sense of individual passages, constitute Vitringa's com- 
mentary an epoch-making phenomenon in the history of the 
interpretation of the prophet. Another distinguished theo- 
logian of this category, by birth a German, by education and 
Lampe. official position, in part, a Netherlander, was Adolf Lampe 
(f 16831729), through his principal dogmatic work, "Geheim- 
niss des Gnadenbundes," 1 standing on essentially the same 
ground with Cocceius, and, until Schleiermacher, a leading au- 
thority with the Reformed Church. As exegete, he attained to 
great merit by his Commentary on the Gospel of John (1723 ff.). 

Spener and "What Cocceius was for the Netherlands, and more, Spener 
Franke. 

and A. H. Franke were for Germany. In the place of 

abstract scholasticism biblical study was set up, and so far as 
the influence of Pietism extended, was pushed forward with 
zeal. In what sense this happened in the first and better time 
of Pietism, the statement of Franke (Observ. Bibl.), may show. 
" It is well and commendable that the study of the fundamental 
languages is urged forward, and it is not urged forward long 
enough, nor with due industry in the schools and universities. 
But we should see to it that we do not remain hung up in the 
science of languages and philology ; but that we make it our 
great object to arrive at a proper understanding of the matter 
itself, which is brought before us in God's word ; and to this 
end we should industriously supplicate God for the enlighten- 
ing of the Holy Spirit." The principal efforts of the Pietists 
were directed towards the edificatory application of Scripture, 
as we may see from Franke's " Manuductio ad Lectionem 
Scripturae Sacrae." This predominance of effort at edification 
soon degenerated, indeed, into indifference to science, and at 
last into proud contempt for it. Mystical and typological 

1 " Mystery of the Covenant of Grace." 
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trifling arose ; Chiliastic phantasies found great acceptance ; 
the Scriptures were not so much explained as overwhelmed 
with pious reflections. Emphases were found were none exist. 
Yet in proportion as Pietism fell into such degeneracy, Ortho-^ 
doxy revived, drawing into itself, as it did, the better elements 
of Pietism. J. J. Rambach and J. A. Bengel are distinguished 
representatives of such a purified Pietism, or of such a deep- 
ened Orthodoxy. Rambach (16931730) is the author of no Rambach 
exegetical work, but of the very excellent "Institutiones.Her- 
meneuticae Sacrae." Far more scientific than the similar work 
of Franke, this also paid its tribute to Pietism through the 
exaggerated valuation of emphases. Bengel (16871751) is Bengel. 
celebrated as a Scripture interpreter. He may well be desig- 
nated the most important exegete since Calvin. Bengel thus 
sets forth the tendency and character of correct Scripture in- 
terpretation (Praef. ad Gnomon N. T.) : " Omnis interpreta- 
tiouis maxime propriuin est, ut vis et significatio verborum, quae 
textus habet, declaretur adaequate, i.e. ut quidquid ex mente 
auctoris verba valeant, capiatur ; nil, quod ea lion valent finga- 
tur. ... In Scripturis divinis summa profunditas cum summa 
facilitate conjungitur : quare cavendum est, ne ad nostrum illas 
modulum in interpretando exigamus, neve, quia anxia solicitu- 
dine careant scriptores sacri, ideo etiam illorum verba quasi 
minus considerate posita tractemus." Pre-eminent among his 
exegetical works, stands his " Gnomon Novi Testamenti " 
(1742). Through profound understanding of Scripture, through 
a brief and often excellent presentation of the sense, together 
with a capacity to throw himself as well into the Synoptic Gos- 
pels as into the Pauline Epistles, Bengel is even yet in many 
respects an excellent guide for exegetes. At the same time, 
both in the knowledge and the treatment of the New Tes- 
tament language, he was far ahead of many contemporaries. 
The difference between Calvin's exegesis and that of Bengel Calvin and 
is, that Calvin is occupied predominantly with the connection compared, 
of thought, while Bengel bestows most of his labor on individ- 
ual words and thoughts. Bengel also was too much subject to 
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the doctrine of emphases. But with his contemporaries 33en 
gel gained still more reputation by his interpretation of the 
biblical prophecies, and especially of the Apocalypse. Guided 
by the thought that the word of God contains prophecy for all 
times, he published his " Ordo temporum a principio per perio- 
dos oeconomiae divinae historicas atque propheticas ad finem 
usque ita deductus, ut tota series ex. V. et N. Testamento 
proponatur " (1741), and his " Erkljirte Offenbarung Johan- 
nis." 1 His efforts at textual criticism are of high merit. Plis 
"Apparatus Criticus" (1734), together with the results that 
he drew from it, expressed with great caution for the benefit 
of anxious minds, is a proof of his critical conscientiousness. 
Bengel left behind him a school that was maintained at Wiir- 
temberg until far into the nineteenth century. From this pro- 
Roos. ceeded particularly Magn. Friedr. Boos (f 1803). 

27. Liberalistic Exegetes. 

Simultaneously with the scholastic Orthodoxy, and with the 
appearing of Pietism, more liberal tendencies were also at work. 

Socinians. The Socinians had already, in their peculiar way, practised such 
a liberal exegesis. Faustus Socinus and Jon. Schlichting are 
here to be mentioned as exegetes. Their exegesis, however, 
was dominated by their dogmatics, which was a peculiar mix- 
ture of Rationalism and Supernaturalism. This peculiarity 
appeared most prominently in their explanation of the prologue 
of John's Gospel, where they explained Aoyos by metonyme 
through 6 Aeyuv (i.e. the announcer). Where the specifically 
Socinian principles do not come into consideration Schlichting's 
explanations, in particular, are by no means valueless. A 

Arminians. better turn in exegesis came through the Arminians. In 
opposition to the Calvinistic dogmatism they interpreted Scrip- 
ture historically, and thus differed also from the rationalistic 
dogmatism of the Socinians. Yet Arminians and Socinians 
were drawn nearer to each other through their common oppo- 
sition to Orthodoxy. The most decided representative of the 
historical method is Hugo Grotius (1583-1645). His "Anno 

1 The Revelation of John Explained. 
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tationes in libros evangeliorum et varia loca S. Scripturae " 
and his " Annotationes in V. Testamentum," distinguished as 
they are for historical perception, exegetical tact, and aesthetic 
appreciation, would have been able to break out a new road 
in Scripture interpretation, if the time had been ripe for it, 
and if his explanations had not been too deficient in the under- 
standing of the religious contents of Scripture. 1 His works 
called forth, therefore, in opposition Calovius's " Biblia Illus- 
trata" (see above). Among the Protestant French also, 
liberal tendencies appeared. Louis de Dieu 2 (f 1 642) sur- |^ s de 
passed most of his contemporaries in linguistic learning, and in 
the historico-critical spirit of investigation. Louis Capellus of Capellus. 
Saumur (t 1633) first proved Zwingle having expressed simi- 
lar thoughts, but without proof the more modern origin of 
the Hebrew vowel-points. His treatise, " Arcanum puncta- 
tionis revelatum," edited not by himself, but by Erpenius, 
called forth a learned controversy between himself and the 
younger Buxtorf. Jok. Buxtorf, the younger (1599-1664), Buxtorf. 
the learned author of the "Lexicon Chaldaicum, Talmudicum 
et Eabbinicum" (1639), appeared with his "Tractatus de 
punctorum origine, antiquitate et auctoritate," against Capellus, 
who, in turn, appealing to Elias Levita and several scholars of 
the Reformation, disputed, in his " Critica sacra sive de variis 
quae in sacris V. Testamenti libris occurrunt lectionibus," the 
genuineness of the Masoretic text. Buxtorf wrote, finally, in 
reply to this, his "Anticritica sive vindiciae veritatis e Hebraica 
adv. L. Capelli criticam ..." (1653). 3 The Buxtorfian view 
was the Shibboleth of Orthodoxy, and was, through the second 
Canon of the Formula Consensus Helvet. (1675), stamped as an 
article of faith. So difficult was it to fight against a traditional 
view that was regarded as a stronghold of Orthodoxy ! This 
controversy was limited to the Old Testament. Soon, however, 

1 Strangely conditional ! TR. 

2 Chiefly celebrated for his Syriac learning. TR. 

3 On Joh. Buxtorf, Jun. cf. Hagenbach, Die theologische Schule Easels. 
Tubilaumsprogramm, 1860. [A new edition of the Lex. Chald. Talm. et 
Kab. has recently been published in Germany, edited by Fischer]. 
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The. N. Test. New Testament 
assaulted -testament. 


Pfochen. 
Grosse. 


Vorst. 


B'dcler, 
Olearius, 
and Leus- 
deu 


Ernesti. 


an assault was to be made against the verbal inspiration of the 
After Erasmus had long ago spoken of the 
language of the Apostle as " Sermo non solum impolitus, sed 
etiani imperf ectus et perturbatus ; " after Drusius and Glassius 
had pointed out Hebraisms in the New Testament ; then, in 
1637, Joachim Junge, in Hamburg, made his appearance with 
the well-founded and at the same time circumspect proof, that 
the language of the New Testament is not indeed barbarous, 
but Hellenistic ; and this view was also maintained by Dav. 
Hensius and Th. Gataker. Against Drusius and Glassius, 
Seb. Pfochen, and against Junge, Jak. Grosse maintained the 
purity of the New Testament style. Yet the latter combated 
less the fact itself than the consequences that might be deduced 
from it. Joh. Vorst now came forward (1658) with an indus- 
trious collection of New Testament Hebraisms ; yet not without 
a refutation by the younger Vitringa. JBocler, Olearius, and 
Leusden took middle ground. Yet the view prevailed more 
and more, that the New Testament idiom is not indeed a bar- 
barous one, though deviating very much from pure Greek. 
This view was insisted upon with much emphasis by Hemster- 
huys, S. "Werenfels, J. H. Michaelis, and others. The contro- 
versy lasted till the middle of the eighteenth century, not 
without the slipping in of many an exaggeration on both sides. 
The correct view, finally, was brought to recognition through 
the school of Ernesti, and Ernesti's opinion that " genus ora- 
tionis in libris N. Testament! esse e pure Graecis et Hebraicam 
maxime consuetudinem referentibus verbis formulisque dicendi 
mixtum et temperatum, id quidem adeo evidens est iis, qui 
satis Graece sciunt, ut plane misericordia digrw sint, qui omnia 
bene Graeca esse contendant " met no longer with serious 
contradiction. The inspiration and the infallibility of the 
traditional text was likewise held the less firmly, the more the 
mass of variations increased and textual criticism came to be 
recognized as an indispensable condition of a solid exegesis. 
In 1624 ff. appeared the edition of the New Testament of the 

1 Cf. Winer, N. T. Grammar (ed. Thayer), Introduction. TK. 
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Elzevirs, which was founded chiefly on the works of R. Ste- 
phanus and Beza, and which now as Textus Receptus attained ^ he Tex 
to almost canonical authority. 1 But in 1657 appeared the 
English Polyglot of Brian Walton with a comparatively rich Walton's 
critical apparatus; 2 in 1707 appeared the immeasurably richer 
apparatus of J. Mill, in 1734 Bengel's critical edition of the Mill. 
New Testament, and in 1752 the edition far richer and more 
valuable still, of J. J. Wetstein. 3 But even yet these efforts Wetstein. 
were regarded with much suspicion, and even men of more 
moderate Orthodoxy, however much they were inclined to 
relinquish the authority of the ecclesiastical definitions, were 
very indignant at the efforts of Wetstein, which seemed to them 
to undermine the divine authority of Scripture. But not only 
were the variations of the text brought into an ever clearer 
and clearer light, but in the seventeenth century light was also 
thrown upon the origin and fate of the Canon ; and this time 
indeed it was a Catholic who showed, against the Protestants 
who maintained the unique and absolute authority of Scripture, ' 
the gradual and human origin of both the Old Testament and 

the New, viz. Richard Simon, who first in 1678 published his Richard 

Simon. 

" Histoire critique du V. Testament," and in 1 685 his " His- 
toire critique du N. Testament," and through these works 
became the so-called founder of the science of Biblical Intro- 
duction. The influence of the free spirit that had been excited, 

1 The term. " Textus Receptus," has quite a different meaning in Ger- 
many from what it has in England. In England it usually designates 
Stephen's edition of 1550; in Germany, the edition of the Elzevirs of 1624. 
For a collation of these editions, see Scrivener, Introd. to the Criticism 
of the New Test. (1st ed.), pp. 304 ff. TR. 

2 The greatest Polyglot Bible ever published. It seems to have exercised 
an immense influence on the comparative study of the Shemitic languages, 
calling forth, as it did, the valuable heptaglot lexicon of Castellus. See 
Renan, Histoire generale des langues Semitiques, p. 178 (4th ed.). "Walton's 
Polyglot consists of six large folio volumes, and contains, for the Old 
Testament, Hebrew, Samaritan, Chaldee, Syriac, Aethiopic, and Persian 
texts ; for the New Testament, Greek, Latin, Syriac, Arabic, Aethopic, and 
Persian. Moreover, it contains prolegomena still valuable. TK. 

3 On Wetstein, cf. Hagenbach, as above, p. 45 ff. 
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Free treat- extended also to the contents of Scripture. The historical in- 
dent of the . r 
contents of terpretation was applied not only to the real matters [the 

physical, geographical, historical, and chronological matters], 
but also to the thoughts of the New Testament. Orthodoxy 
had hitherto proceeded on the assumption of an absolute oppo- 
sition between Scripture and profane literature. The historical 
interpretation led now to a comparison of related literature 
with Scripture, and this comparison showed the similarity and 
identity of many conceptions and thoughts in Scripture and in 
the Jewish authors. Parallels from the Talmud and the Rab- 
bins were collected in abundance by Lightfoot (Horae He- 
iheN.Test. braicae et Tahnudicae ad N. Test. 1 1684), Schottgen (Horae 

illustrated ' J \ 

from the Hebraicae et Talmudicae in univers. N. Testam. 1733), G. 
' Meuschen (N. Test, ex Talmucle illustratum, 1736), J. J. Wetstein 
(N. Testam. Graecum cum lectionibus variantibus nee non cum 
commentario pleniore ex script. Hebr. Chald. etc. 1751). 
These collections showed that there exists not only a contrast, 
but also a kinship between the Scriptures and other Jew- 
ish literature. But they subserved a still more direct end, in 
that a multitude of obscure passages of Scripture received 
elucidation from this source. Upon the various departments 
of Scripture Archaeology proper, greater industry was now 

Bochart. also bestowed ; Sam. Bochart's (f 1667) " Geographia sacra," 
is not free indeed from untenable hypotheses, but his " Hiero- 
zoicon" (1663 and later), prepared with marvellous learning, is 
in great part, even now, a mine for biblical investigators. In 
this work is included the " Hierobotanicon" of Olaus Celsius. 

Celsius. "With the greatest praise is to be mentioned Hadr. Reland of 

Belaud. Utrecht (f 1718), who, through his " Dissertationes miscel- 
laneae," and altogether pre-eminently through his " Palaestina 
ex monumentis veteribus illustrata," became the founder of 
Biblical Geography. 

To the latter scholars we add a summary survey of what 

exegesis. tne Dutch theologians did for biblical study. It were to be 

1 This work has never been superseded, and contains a great deal of 
valuable matter. There is an English edition, also. TK. 
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expected that in a country in which the great philologists and 
antiquarians Jos. Scaliger, Dan. Heinsius, Joh. Fr. Gronov, and 
Drakenborch, but before all Hemsterhuys, Ruhnkenius, Valck- 
enaer, and Wesseling flourished, Biblical Philology and Bibli- 
cal Antiquities would not lag behind. Here, also, more liberal 
views gradually gained acceptance. The philologists first 
named were not altogether strangers to biblical study. 
Pleinsius has already been mentioned above. Hemsterhuys 
proved his interest in theological research through his inaugural 
address, "De Paulo Apostolo," as afterwards his edition of 
Pollux' " Onomasticon," was of no small service to New Tes- 
tament study. Valckenaer also, with his " Observationes 
sacrae," is here to be mentioned. Among professed theolo- 
gians we mention first, Joh. Drusius (t 1616), Professor of Drusius. 
Hebrew at Franeker, and one of the translators of the Dutch 
Bible. His valuable observations on the Pentateuch, Joshua, 
Judges, and the Books of Samuel, were first published posthu- 
mously by his disciples. But an epoch in the study of the 
Old Testament was introduced by Alb. Sckultens(1686-I750), Schuitens. 
who first pointed out the connection of the Hebrew with the 
cognate dialects, especially with the Arabic; and the necessity 
of acquaintance with the latter for a fruitful study of the Old 
Testament .language. This view he propounded first in- his 
" Disputatio de utilitate linguae Arabiae in interpretenda S. 
Scriptura" (1706), and on this matter fell into a controversy 
with Jaq. Gousset, who defended against Schuitens the "Causa 
linguae Hebraeae adversus Arabismi abusum." The question 
under discussion was : Whether the Old Testament language, 
like other languages, has a human origin or not. Schuitens 
maintained the affirmative against Gousset's " methodus meta- 
physica " in his treatise : " Origines Hebraicae, sive Hebraeae 
linguae antiquissima natura ac indoles ex Arabiae penetralibus 
revocata" (1724). Bockholdt is also to be mentioned, who Bockholdt 
wrote among other things, " Ueber den rechten Sinn der Offen- 
barung Johannis" 1 (1717). Vitringa, father and son, have been vtoi 

1 On the true meaning of the Revelation of John. 
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already mentioned. The former (f 1722), is celebrated not 
only as the author of the Commentary on Isaiah, but also of 
the work " De Synagoga veteri." Joli. Clericus (f 1736), not 
by birth, but through his activity and theological position, 
belonging to the Netherlands, and, at last, teacher in the 
Remonstrant Gymnasium in Amsterdam, gained a deserved 
reputation as exegete, through his Old Testament commentaries 
and through his " Harmonia Evangelica." One of the most 
important of the theologians of the Netherlands, representing 
withal a moderately liberal tendency, was Venema (f 1787) 
of Franeker. Belonging to the Cocceian school of theology, 
in as far as he held to an organic unity of development in both 
Testaments, yet especially under the influence of Schuitens, he 
combined the historico-critical investigation with living religious 
insight, as appeared already in his inaugural address, " De zelo 
veritatis et pietatis genuinae et caritatis pleno." He explained 
the Psalms historically, and referred many passages regarded 
as Messianic to the time of the Maccabees ; he showed that the 
second part of Judges betrays a different hand from the first ; 
that the Books of Samuel were not written by Samuel himself; 
that the Song of Solomon portrayed originally no mystical, 
but merely a natural love, viz. that of Solomon and his beloved. 
Astruc's view " Sur les memoires originaux, dont il parait que 
Moyse s'est servi pour composer la Genese," he appropriated 
with some reservation. The Apocalypse, as well as the fourth 
Gospel he vindicated, indeed, to John as the author, but did not 
believe that they were edited by John himself. We see that in 
the Netherlands thanks to philological ability and thorough- 
ness the emancipation of Scripture study from the bonds of 
ecclesiastical dogmatism made a slower but more solid advance 
than in Germany. But. in general, the character of this 
period (from the middle of the seventeenth to the middle of the 
eighteenth century), was the same here as there; the strug- 
gling of biblical linguistic and historical science against tradi- 
tional ecclesiastical dogmatism a battle difficult, at first barren 
of results, but later always more and more successful, with 
the same. 


HISTORY OP SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION. 55 

28. Transitional Period in Exegesis. 

The appearing of Semler and Ernesti may be designated as 
the dividing line between the preceding and the succeeding 
epochs. J. S. Semler (1725-1791) is the founder of Biblical Semlor. 
Criticism in Germany. Despite the labors of R. Simon and 
"Wetstein, the Biblical Canon was regarded at the time of 
Semler's appearance as an organic whole equally inspired in 
all its parts. Semler's "Abhandlung vom freien Gebrauch 
des Kanons" (1771-1774) showed the human historical origin 
and constitution of the Canon after he had already, in his 
treatise " Ueber die Darnonischen," represented certain biblical 
views as mere conceptions of the time. Especially influential 
was his "Apparatus ad interpretation em Novi Testamenti." To" 
him it is more than doubtful, whether the biblical books were 
designed to serve as a firm doctrinal standard for all men ; 
certain he was that Jesus and his apostles accommodated 
themselves to Jewish opinions. Nevertheless, Semler was no 
Rationalist ; he explained in his introduction to Baumgarten's 
" Glaubenslehre " ; "I would not certainly make our poor little "A 
reason the mistress of our faith." But his views on the Canon 
and on the Text of the Bible, on the local and temporal opin- 
ions in Scripture, on the accommodation of Jesus to these 
opinions, was a seed, which to Semler's own chagrin once 
planted, grew all too luxuriantly. J. A. Ernesti (1707-1781), Emesti. 
the celebrated philologist, became important for theology, and 
especially for biblical study through his " Institutio Interprets 
Novi Testamenti" 1 (1761 and often), a book which delivered 
Biblical Exegesis from its theological exceptional position, and 
brought it under the general category of philological interpre- 
tation. He set forth the following principles, which have been 
received as the imperishable heritage of posterity : To be un- His system 
conditionally rejected is the notion of a manifold sense of eutics. rmen ' 
Scripture, and the verbal meaning is to be held fast ; hence 
allegorizing and typologizing are reprehensible, unless the author 

1 An excellent translation, with additions, was made by Professor Moses 
Stuart, and published at Andover in 1842. Tu. 
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himself give it to be understood that with the verbal sense he 
has meant to combine still another. Inasmuch as the verbal 
meaning or the sensus grarnmaticus is common to sacred and 
profane writings, the sense of words is to be no otherwise 
sought and found in Scripture than it is to be sought and found 
in profane literature. False and ruinous is all interpretation 
of Scripture that explains the verbal sense according to the pre- 
supposed actual sense, instead of conversely deriving the actual 
sense from the verbal. The method of ascertaining the sense 
in Scripture, therefore, is just as little an arbitrary one as in 
profane writings ; but, as in the latter, it is governed by lin- 
guistic laws. Where the sense is disputed, the verbal sense 
must not be controlled by the real sense, nor must greater 
weight be attached to dogmatic considerations than to gram- 
Not essen- inatical. These principles are really no other than those laid 
ent from clown by the Reformers. Melauchthon had long ago said : 
Keiormers. " Non potest Scriptura intelligi theologice, nisi antea intellecta 
sit grammatice." The difference lies only in the fact that 
Ernesti, equipped with richer and more assured philological 
knowledge, expressed these principles with greater consistency 
and distinctness. While, however, Ernesti and Sernler had 
maintained such principles without the forsaking of personal 
piety, these principles were laid hold, of by a method of thought 
foreign to the Christian spirit and to the historical sense, and 
were made subservient to a superficial treatment of Scripture. 
Long ago Deism in England had been shaking faith in the 
Bible and in Christianity among the educated ; long ago Vol- 
taire and the Encyclopaedists in France, with wit and satire 
for their weapons, had undermined Christian faith, and had set 
up Sensualism in its place ; and in Germany in Semler's time, 
TheWolfen- appeared the " Wolfenbiittel Fragments," which not only 
S subjected the biblical miracles to a destructive criticism, dis- 


solving the resurrection of Jesus by the contradictions of the 

Gospel accounts, but referred "the object of Jesus and his 

disciples" to fanaticism and deceit. From 1765 onwards, ap- 

Nicoiai. peared F. Nicolai's " Allgemeine deutsche Bibliothek," as a 
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tribunal of the dominant interpretation, which made war not 
only upon Orthodoxy, but upon every manifestation of higher 
fantasy and deeper feeling. We see now what influence the- 
ology, and especially exegesis experienced from such a revolu- 
tion of the method of thought. In matters of biblical study, 
especially of Old Testament study, /. D. Michaelis of Gottin- Michaelia. 
gen (f 3 791) was still esteemed as a high authority in the second 
half of the eighteenth century. Learned, theologically con- 
servative, but, more than he was conscious of, under the in- 
fluence of the spirit of the time, his attention was predomi- 
nantly directed to the realistic, while an apprehension of the 
biblical spirit is often looked for in vain in him. Entirely to 
the new enlightening belonged, on the other hand, W. Abr. 
Teller (1734-1804), whose Worterbuch cles N. Testaments Teller. 
(1772 and often) is especially worthy of notice. The flatten- 
ing of Christian thoughts and conceptions is here strikingly 
manifest. Repent is rendered, " become better " ; to convert is 
rendered " to restore to a righteous disposition " ; the king- 
dom of Heaven becomes " the new religious constitution " ; the 
high priesthood of Christ is a designation of the "highest 
official of God in the moral world " ; the atonement is " the 
union of men among themselves into one religion ; " and in 
general the " Jewish-Greek " style of the New Testament is 
translated into the " philosophical." The Wertheim transla- 
tion of the Bible (1735) had already furnished the most ex- 
treme example of the application to Scripture of this bald, and 
at the same time affected, illumination. It is evident that, with 
such views of Scripture, exegesis could not thrive ; for what 
interest could men have in writings, for whose specific contents 
and spirit they had no longer any understanding. Yet it 
would be a great injustice to make Ernesti and Semler respon- 
sible for all this. 

29. Kant's Hermeneutical Theory. 

Kant grounded his hermeneutical theory on a perception of Kant. 

the difference between faith in revelation, or ecclesiastical 
faith, and rational faith (see his " Religion innerhalb der 
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Grenzen der blossen Vernunft, ed. Kirchmann," 1 pp. 129 ff.) 
In as far, to wit, as religion, in order to gain general recog- 
nition, needs a church, and this, sacred writings, an interpretation 
of these latter is necessary. The aim of this interpretation 
must be on the one hand to derive from the Scriptures the 
principles of pure religion, and on the other hand to inter- 
The moral pret them as historical writings. The former is the moral in- 
theoiogical terpretation, and ministers to religion ; the latter is the tlieolo- 
in^erpre a- g^ ca i interpretation, and ministers to the church. Kant himself, 
expresses his view with regard to the former, as follows : 
" Even although a writing has been accepted as divine revela- 
tion, the highest criterion of this must still be, ' all Scripture 
delivered by God, is profitable for doctrine, for correction, for 
improvement,' etc., 2 and since the last, viz. the moral bettering 
of man, constitutes the proper object of all rational religion ; 
this latter likewise must contain the supreme principle of all 
Scripture interpretation. This religion is ' the spirit of God 
that leads us into all truth.' But this spirit is one which, while 
it teaches us, quickens us at the same time with principles for 
actions, and it refers whatever the Scriptures may still contain 
for historical faith entirely to the regulation and the guidance 
of the one moral faith, which alone in every ecclesiastical con- 
fession of faith constitutes that in it which is distinctively reli- 
gion." The consideration that such an interpretation cannot 
lead to the real sense of Scripture, Kant obviates by the asser- 
tion that the sense thus arrived at is not, indeed, to be given out 
as that had in mind by the author, and that such an interpre- 
tation of their sacred books has been practised by all ancient 
Objections peoples. But this allegorical interpretation of Scripture pre- 
view, cisely could hardly be called an explanation of it, and if it be 
conceded that these interpretations do not correspond to the orig- 
inal sense, men will relinquish in advance all hope of arriving 

1 " Religion within the limits of mere Reason." 

2 This method of interpreting 2 Tim. iii. 16 is, perhaps, the correct one, 
and is that followed in the Vulgate and the Peshito Syriac versions (the 
Gothic accords -with the English version). TB. 
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at a true explanation. The defect of this hermenutical theory 
consists not only in its reduction of the biblical religion to mere 
morality, but more still in the setting up of a dualism between 
the moral and the historical sense, which a genuine exegesis 
removes or makes superfluous. 1 

3O. Rationalism and Supernaturalism. 

While Rationalism, in more decided or more moderate form, 
was the order of the day, there were not wanting, on the 
other hand, efforts to retain or to save, as far as possible, the 
old faith. After the precedent of the English and the Dutch, 
the German apologists had also sought to refute the arguments 
of Deists, Naturalists, and Rationalists, and to oppose a dam 
to the stream of the dominant spirit of the time. Gradually 
there arose two parallel lines of religious thought, Rationalism Kationai- 
and Supernaturalism. The former disputed the necessity and supernat. 
the cognizability of a supernatural revelation, and saw the ura lsm< 
essence of religion in what human reason can grasp, i.e. 
chiefly in morality. The Supernaturalists, on the contrary, 
maintained the insufficiency of the human reason, and the 
necessity of a supernatural revelation. To the Rationalistic 
school belonged, for the Old Testament especially "W. Gesenius, 
and for the New Testament in particular E. Gottlob Paulus, 
Fritzsche, and Dav. Schulz. Wilh. Gesenius (f 1842), Pro- Gesenius. 
fessor at Halle, of great merit as a Shemitic scholar, and as an 
Old Testament exegete, is chiefly celebrated through his com- 
mentary on Isaiah. 2 In the highest degree meritorious is his 
exegesis, in a linguistic and historical point of view, though this 

1 Far more correct than that of Kant is the hermeneutical principle of 
Spinoza (see his "Tract, theol.-polit. ch. vii.), who urges with emphasis 
that the biblical interpreter should observe the peculiarities of the lan- 
guage in which, and the nature of the time and of the doctrine for which, 
the book under discussion was written ; in opposition to which all church 
authority is only an unsafe guide. From this we may understand how 
justly the " Philosophia Scriptura S. Interpres " of L. Meyer the Spinozist, 
has been attributed to Spinoza himself. 

2 Gesenius is celebrated far more as grammarian and lexicographer than 
as exegete. The statement in the text was probably intended to refer only 
to his work as exegete. TK. 
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scholar had less appreciation for the religious and the ideal. 
Eberh.Gottl. Paulus (f 1851), Professor at Jena, afterwards at 
Heidelberg, the most genuine representative of Rationalism, 
gained his celebrity chiefly through his " Memorabilia," through 
his " Life of Jesus," and through his " Commentary on the 
Synoptic Gospels." Pie himself designates his exegetical 
method as the " psychologico-pragmatic." In the most out- 
spoken opposition to everything mystical, he regarded the 
essence of the Christian religion as " practical fidelity to reason." 
Jlwms was to him " fidelity to conviction ; " this fidelity to con- 
viction, together with the spiritual justification represented in. 
Scripture as its possible result, is in his view the distinctive 
characteristic of Jesus. His explanation of miracles has be- 
come most notorious of all. In considering the miracles of 
Jesus two questions, arise: Whether they occurred, and if so, 
hoiv what has indeed occurred may possibly have occurred. 
Here was opened a wide field for conjecture. "With this bar- 
ren, nay frivolous, conception of Scripture, and of primitive 
Christianity, the exegesis of Paulus has yet the not insignificant 
merit of an accurate real * explanation ; his chronological 
researches in particular are of considerable value. If we 
would estimate the good fruits that have accrued to exegesis 
from the bosom of Rationalism, we must remember the endur- 
ing merits of G. B. "Winer and K. F. Aug. Fritzsche. Gram- 
matical exegesis even in the first decades of the nineteenth 
century was sadly defective ; the enallage of tenses, of cases 
and of the particles was most wretchedly abused, as may be seen 
even in the commentaries of such men as Koppe, Rosenmiil- 
ler, Paulus and Kuinb'l. The celebrated philologist J. G. 
Hermann. Hermann appeared with his writing " De emendanda ratione 
Graecae grammaticae," and taught his pupils to consider the 
Greek language as a historical organism, and to comprehend it 
from the principles of human thought. To the inspired dis- 

i This slightly un-English use of the word " real," lias been retained 
throughout the work for lack of a convenient idiomatic term. " Real" is 
opposed to ideal, moral, religious, etc., and is used to denote the historical, 
geographical, ethnological, etc. TR. 
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:-"ples of Hermann belonged Georg Benedict Winer, -whose Winer. 
" Grammatik des Neutestamentlichen Sprachidioms " x (first 
published in 1822, and often), has become a classical guide for 
exegesis ; and K, F. Aug. Fritzsche (f 1846) Professor first Fritzsche. 
at Rostock and afterwards at Giessen, whose dissertations " De 
nonnullis posterioris Pauli ad Corinthos epistolae locis," com- 
mentaries on Matthew (1826), on Mark (1830), on Romans 
(1836-1843) are distinguished in a text-critical and grammati- 
cal point of view. When he is reproached with elevating 
grammar above all other sciences, and with occupying himself 
chiefly with particles and such like minutiae, this of course is 
true, to the extent that the reader of his commentaries, after 
having struggled through the wilderness of critical and gram- 
matical discussions, seeks in vain for light on the sense of the 
passages under consideration. Yet it must be said on the 
other hand; 1) that grammar is, and must always remain the 
foundation of all exegesis ; 2) tlaat truth always makes its 
first appearance in a somewhat distorted form, whenever it has 
to force an ingress in the face of error ; and 3) that this one- 
sided character is in his last principal work happily overcome, 
and that in this at least thanks to philological precision and 
conscientiousness his Rationalism never comes to the surface. 
Dav. Schulz (f 1854), Professor at Breslau, as a decided rep- schuiz. 
resentative of the older Rationalism, has allowed this tendency 
of his, more than Fritzsche, to influence his theological activity. 
Among his exegetical works his Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, his treatise on the parable of the Steward, and 
that " Ueber die Geistesgaben der ersten Christen, insbeson- 
dere die s. g. Gabe der Sprachen," 2 are the most important. 
He rendered a service also through his enlarged and improved 
edition of Griesbach's New Testament. As regards his theo- 
logical position, he found his calling " in battling for light and 

1 "Winer's " Grammar of the Idiom of theN". T., " has been frequently 
translated into English. The best and most convenient editions are those 
by Professor Thayer, and Mr. Moulton. TR. 

2 " On the Spiritual Gifts of the Early Christians, especially the so-called 
Gift of Tongues." 
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right and truth, and this to the end that day might henceforth 
dawn in the evangelical church." Lastly, we must not pass 
over the most noted representative of the older Rationalism in 
Sohuithess. Switzerland, Joh. Schulthess (1779-1836). Although his exe- 
getical performances are of comparatively trifling importance, 
and are now almost forgotten, yet he is here to be named as 
one who considered himself the genuine forwarder of Zwingle's 
work ; grounding his theology entirely upon the Bible, which 
he could only do by means of an empty rationalistic exegesis. 
Over against this Rationalism, dominant throughout several 
decades, the conservative or Supernaturalistic biblical students 
also are to be named with honor ; and in this respect it is the 
older Tubingen school that distinguished itself as the chief rep- 
resentative of the latter tendency, about the close of the 
eighteenth, and the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
Although the founder of this school, G. Christ. Storr (f 1805), 
gained his reputation more in Apologetics, Dogmatics, and 
Practical Theology, and although his exegetical treatises are 
no longer much read, yet through his arguing for the truth and 
the divinity of Christianity he became so truly a sign of his 
time and direction, in that he in opposition to the old and 
genuine Orthodoxy which discriminated between the fides 
humana and the fides divina in Scripture, and which regarded 
the testimonium Spiritus S. as the true and only ground of the 
latter held this proof to be insufficient, and based faith in 
the divinity of Scripture on miracles ; but the reality of mir- 
acles on the trustworthiness and genuineness of the documents 
in which they are narrated, proof which, according to the 
old Orthodoxy, would serve as the foundation of only a fides 
humana. In Storr's footsteps followed GottL Siiskind, Joh. 
Friedr. and Karl Christian Flatt, important rather through 
their apologetical activity, directed against the philosophy of 
Fichte and Schelling, and finally against Schleiermacher also, 
than through their exegetical performances. The last famous 
representative of this school, and more important for biblical 
study than either of those just mentioned, is /. Christ. Friedr. 


Followers 
of Storr. 
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Steudel (f 1857). As practical exegete, indeed, sharing the stcudei. 
defects of the school of Storr, he has the merit, through such 
special hermeneutical investigations as those " Ueber die Be- 
handlung der Sprache der heil. Schrift als einer Sprache des 
Geistes," " Ueber tiefern Scriftsinn," and " Ueber die 
Auslegung der Propheten," J of having promoted biblical study, 
and of having maintained, against the transcendentalism of 
Olshausen and Hengstenberg, the right of the grammatico- 
historical interpretation. One of the most excellent exegetes 
of this school was Georg Christ. Knapp (f 1825), Professor Knapp. 
at Halle. Among his " Scripta varii argument!, maximam 
partem exegetici" (first published in 1805) are to be found 
exegetico-theological treatises of lasting worth. The following 
are the most important : De Spiritu Sancto et Christo Para- 
cletis ; Commentatio in colloquium Christi cum Nicodemo ; 
Exercitatio in locum de novo praecepto Christi ; Prolusio in lo- 
cum epistolae ad Romanos,7, 21 sq.; De dispari formula docendi 
. . . de fide et factis. If hitherto we have considered exegesis 
under the influence of the antagonism between Rationalism 
and Supernaturalism, we have entirely passed over the influ- 
ence which the religious awakening of 1813ff. had upon bib- Thereii- 

00 ^ gious awak 

lical study. Although the men whom we have considered ening of 

were active, in great part, in a time chronologically far pos- 
terior to this epoch ; yet they were rooted as regards their spirit 
and their theological tendency in the impulses of the eighteenth 
century the Rationalists indeed, as well as the Supernatural- 
ists ; the Rationalists in as far as their conception of the world 
Was rooted partly in Subjectivism and partly in Empiricism, and 
their view of Scripture and their treatment of Scripture was 
thoroughly permeated with Criticism and Humanism ; the 
Supernaturalists, in as far as they were affected more than 
they knew by the Empiricism and the Subjectivism of the 
time ; having abandoned in their treatment of Scripture the old 

1 " On the Treatment of the Language of Scripture as a Language of the 
Spirit," " On the Deeper Sense of Scripture," and " On the Interpretation 
of the Prophets." 
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Orthodox principle, and yet in all their battles with Rational- 
ism and Criticism not being able entirely to resist the elements 
of truth contained therein. But in still another point of view 
Rationalism and Supernaturalism were more nearly related than 
their representatives believed ; viz. they both rested on the in- 
scrutability of religion, as the only root of action as of knowl- 
edge, the Rationalists laying stress on the acting, without refer- 
ence to its principle ; and the Supernaturalists, in turn, on the 
knowing, without reference to its source. Since, now, the spirit 
of the Bible lies in precisely this simple principle, the considera- 
tion and treatment of the Bible could not but be one-sided and 
defective, as is illustrated most clearly, on the one side, in 
Paulus ; on the other, in Storr. In this unconscious agree- 
ment in a defective principle lay also the impossibility of 
mutual understanding as well as of substantial progress. 

31. A Truer Stand-point Reached. 

It lies in the nature of historical development that upon the 
dominant negation something positive must follow, and upon 
the domination of empty intelligence the reaction of a spirited 
and heartfelt tendency. Various circumstances prepared the 
way for this revolution ; other circumstances gave the immediate 
impulse. First of all, it was the appearing of the great Ger- 
man poets and their praiseworthy works, that awakened and 
disseminated the sense for the beautiful, the ideal, the purely 
human. Influenced in part by this awakening, and himself in 
part co-operating powerfully with it, J. G. v. Herder (1744- 
1803) became a great source of influence, as for German liter- 
ature and culture in general, so in particular for a more lively 
conception and treatment of the Bible. Fundamentally op- 
posed to all dogmatism and scholasticism, borne along by the 
idea of " Humanity," he looked at the biblical writings also 
from the point of view of the beautiful and the purely human4 
In this interest he wrote his treatise " Die alteste Urkunde des 
Menschengeschlechts," in his " Lieder der Liebe," he treats 
the Song of Solomon, otherwise always explained allegorically, 
and vividly and brilliantly does he throw light upon " Der 
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Geist der hebraischen Poesie." He sought also to revive the 
study of the New Testament through his " Erlauterungen 
zum N. T. aus einer neu erb'fEneten morgenlandischen Quelle," 
though his writing on the Epistles of the two brothers of Jesus 
(James and Jude) and especially through his " Mapav a,0d, oder 
das Buch von der Zukunf t des Herrn." l From Herder pro- 
ceeded the aesthetic treatment of Scripture, and though his 
works in this department are more brilliant than thorough, 
more inspiring than exhaustive, yet he must be designated as 
the forerunner of the more recent theology. Another pre- 
paratory symptom was the change wrought in German philos- The GOT- 
ophy through Fichte, Jacobi, Schelling, Hegel ; and indeed, ophers. 
fche vibration from absolute Idealism and Subjectivism to ideal 
Eealism was already consummated even in Fichte. This 
change ministered essentially to a fundamental and living com- 
prehension of religion, as was realized in Schilling's " Religion 
and Philosophy," in Daub's " Theologoumena," but altogether 

pre-eminently in Schleiermacher. But more than all else did The war of 
1 J 1813. 

the years of war and the inspiration of the war of liberty 

(1813 ff.) contribute to the awakening of religious earnestness 

and faith. The newly-awakened religious need could develop Two possi- 

J L bilities. 

itself and seek to bring itself to recognition in either of two 
directions. On the one hand, enriched with the inheritance of 
the elements of culture and the acquisitions of the time just 
past, rejecting only the unscientific and the irreligious barren 
intelligence, it could come forward as a new fructifying ele- 
ment ; on the other hand, rejecting the entire period of illumi- 
nation as apostasy from the faith and united with the remnants 
of Pietism, it could seek to restore the stand-point of the 
seventeenth century. We must speak first of the former direc- 
tion, and its influence on exegesis. Friedr. Schleiermacher Schieier- 

macher. 

(17G8-1834), as Coryphaeus, stands naturally at the head. He 

1 " The most ancient record of the human race," " Songs of Love," 
"Spirit of Hebrew Poetry," " Illustrations of the N. T. from a newly 
opened Oriental Source," " Mapcu/ a.8d, or the Book of the Advent of the 
Lord." 

6* 
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accomplished little, indeed, in practical Scripture interpretation : 
his mistaking of the importance of the Old Testament is uni- 
versally recognized as an essential defect of his theology. But 

meneucs"'> ^ s " Efe rmeneut i cs j" published after his death by Lticke is rich 
in profound and brilliant thoughts. He was the first to call 
attention to the fact that, the New Testament language, side by 
side with the Hellenistic basis and the Hebrew- Aramaic elements, 
contains a new specifically Christian element. He established 
fundamentally and vigorously the boundaries between the dog- 
matic and the philosophical explanations, and threw light on 
the vexed question in how far the Scriptures, and especially 
the New Testament, are to be treated as an organic whole or 
as a multiplicity of independent writings. Already, during his 
life-time he inspired and furthered source-criticism in particu- 
lar, through his pioneering investigations on the writings of 
Luke, and on the First Epistle to Timothy. In general, there 
proceeded from Schleiermacher an impulse that could not fail 
to exert an important influence on Scripture interpretation. 

Lucke. "We must speak next of F. Lilcke (1791-1855), who labored 
first in Berlin, then at Bonn, and from 1828 at Gottingen. 
The first edition of his Commentary on the Gospel of John, 
which suffered yet from a certain mystical and passionate one- 
sidedness, was followed by a second and a third edition. In 
his youthful production, " Die Hermeneutik und ilire Ges- 
chichte," * he set forth his entire and full conviction with refer- 

His view of ence to the relation of theology to Scripture. He condemns the 

the inter- , . . SJ , , . 

preters view that Scripture requires of the interpreter nothing more 

work. . . . . . 

than any other ancient writing ; he requires 01 the interpreter, 

before everything else, love for the one word of God. To 
seek and to find this in Scripture he holds to be the work of 
the exegete. Notwithstanding this he would relinquish nothing 
of the fundamental conditions of all exegesis, viz. the discovery 
of the grammatical and the historical sense and character of 
the writing and of its individual parts. This he proved in his 
elaborate introduction to the Apocalypse. Among those ex- 
1 Hermeneutics and its History. 


HISTORY OF SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION. 67 

egetes who stand under the influence of the new believing 
spirit, and who seek to further the same, Aug. TJioluck, of Thoiuck. 
Halle, must be mentioned. Through his Commentaries on 
the Sermon on the Mount, on the Gospel of John, on the 
Epistle to the Romans, and on the Epistle to the Plebrews, he 
has gained for himself a name among Scripture interpreters. 
Meritorious in this relation is his fruitful use of the Fathers, 
as well as his liberal position with reference to inspiration a 
position which, however, he has not held consistently. On the 
other hand, his exegesis leaves much to be desired in gram- 
matical accuracy. Friedr. Bleek, on the contrary (1793-1859), Bleek. 
first at Berlin, from 1829 onward at Bonn, made his appear- 
ance furnished with all the acquisitions of the earlier and 
the more recent time. After having published in 1828 his 
elaborate Introduction to the Epistle to the Hebrews, he 
brought out his Commentary on this Epistle (18361840), 
which in grammatical and critical accuracy and circumspection, 
in correct and profound insight into the course of thought, and 
in the theological estimate of the religious contents of this 
Epistle, leaves nothing to be desired. Of his valuable biblical 
treatises that appeared in the " Theol. Studien und Kritiken " 
we may here mention that on the yXcoo-o-ats AaXetr, observations 
on the dogmatic use of 0. T. expressions in the N. T., on the 
age of Zechariah ix. xiv., on the position of the O. T. Apocry- 
pha in the Christian Canon, on the Messianic prophecies in the 
Book of Daniel. His " Beitrage zur Evangelienkritik" 1 (1846) 
are very excellent. From his literary remains, Kampfhausen 
and J. F. Bleek have prepared : " Einleitung in das A. T.," 
" Einleitung in das N. T.," " Synopt. ErkHirung der drei ersten 
Evangelien," 2 ed. Holtzmann, and his Lectures on the Apoca- 
lypse. 3 With Bleek we may class W. M. L. de Wette (1780-1849), DeWetta 

1 " Contributions to the Criticism of the Gospels." 

2 " Introduction to the Old Test./' " Introduction to the New Test., 
" Synoptic Explanation of the first three Gospels." The first two have 
been published in English. So also have Tholuck's works and De Wette's 
Introductions, above named. 

8 A greatly enlarged edition of Bleek's Introductions, edited by Mangold, 
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University teacher first in Heidelberg, then in Berlin, and from 
1822 onward in Basel. After the publication of his somewhat 
prosy Commentary on the Psalms, he gained an imperishable 
name as a critic and exegete, chiefly through his " Historico-criti- 
cal Introduction to the Canonical and Apocryphal Books of the 
O. T." (first published in 1817), through his "Introduction to 
the N. T.," and through his " Concise exegetical Hand-book to 
the N. T." (1836-1848, recently edited by Bruckner). Though 
a friend of Schleiermacher, he had yet imbibed more of the 
spirit of Herder, in as far as he viewed religion and its records 
rather from the aesthetic side, but he surpassed Herder by 
far in scientific rigor and thoroughness. Bold as a critic, he 
became later in life always more and more circumspect. On 
the appearance of Strauss's " Life of Jesus," he explained him- 
self in such a way as to give the preference to the mystical 
explanation of miracles over the so-called natural explanation, 
but he attached a far greater importance to the historical per- 
sonality of Jesus than did Strauss. In the preface to his 
Commentary on the Apocalypse, finally, he made the following 
His confes- confession : " "Whatever may be the fate of our Protestant 

sionoffaith. T . .,.,., 

church, I know that in no other name is salvation, than in the 
name of Jesus Christ the crucified." As the organ of these 
strivings, inspired chiefly by Schleiermacher, the " Theol. 
Studien und Kritiken," founded by Schleiermacher, DeWette, 
and Liicke, has contained many valuable articles, both in an 
exegetical and in a biblico-theological point of view. By the 
side of DeWette's Hand-book stands worthily the Commentary 
Meyer. of Heinrich August Wilhelm Meyer 1 (begun in 1829 and con- 
was published at Berlin in 1875. His Lectures on Ephesians, Philippians, 
and Colossians, edited by Nitzsch, appeared in 1865. 

1 The critical and exegetical works of Meyer are, 1) A critically revised 
Greek text with a German translation (1829), never carried beyond the 
first edition, and now almost forgotten. It is now of scarcely any value, so 
great has been the advance in this department of theological science. 2) 
Commentaries, including the Gospels, Acts, and the Pauline Epistles. Most 
of these reached the fourth, some of them the fifth, and one of them (on 
Matthew) the sixth,edition. On Meyer and his works, compare Art. by 
Mr. H. S. Burrage, in the Bibliotheca Sacra for January 1875, and Art. by 
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tinued in new editions, and with the assistance of Liinemann, 
Huther, and Diisterdieck, till his death in 1873), through gram- 
matical accuracy, through a, for the most part, excellent con- 
ception of the sense and connection, through discreet use of 
materials, a work in the highest degree useful, nay indispensable. 
Finally, Sam. Lutz (1785-1844), Professor at Bern, takes an Lutz. 
honorable position in this category of exegetes. He published 
indeed, no exegetical work, and is, therefore, little known in 
wider circles ; but as academic teacher, through his philological 
accuracy, through his never wearying rather always in the 
highest degree inspiring exegetical dialectics, through his 
profound comprehensioa of the biblical spirit in the individual 
parts and in the whole, he made a lasting impression upon his 
hearers. From his literary remains Ad. Lutz edited his 
" Hermeneutics " and R. Riietschi his " Biblical Dogmatics " 
(1847). If we would state succinctly the fundamental char-- character- . 
acteristic of this class of exegetes, especially in its relation to class of ex- 
that of the preceding epoch, we might say : that it consists in ege es ' 
the fact that, in a general theological point of view, it does 
Jiot mediate between Rationalism and Supernaturalism, but 
stands, and desires to stand, above them both as a mediation of 
faith and knowledge ; and that, in its relation to Scripture 
interpretation in particular, it consists in its free appropriation 
of, nay its improvement upon, the philological helps and ac- 
quisitions of the preceding period, regarding as it did the work 
of interpretation as incomplete so long as the religious sense 
and spirit of the biblical author has not also been ascertained. 
In relation to the New Testament this has been done especially 
by Lticke, Tholuck, Bleek, DeWette, and Lutz. 

This may be the most proper place to mention the services 
which Griesbach, Matthdi, Scholz, Lachmann, and Tischendorf 
have rendered to Textual Criticism. 1 Griesbach, in his critical critics. 

the translator in the Baptist Quarterly for October 1874, republished in 
Dickinson's Theological Quarterly (London) for January 1875. These 
Commentaries are noAv in course of translation and publication in English, 
by Messrs. T. and T. Clark, Edinburgh. TE. 
1 It will be noticed that our author here, as throughout this section, 
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edition of the New Testament 1796 (new edition of the first 
part by D. Schulz 1827), not only collected a richer critical 
apparatus than his predecessors, but also set forth the correct 
principles of criticism. An entirely new system was introduced 
by Lachmann. While even Griesbach, making the Textus 
Receptus his basis, only received into his text variations to be 
accepted on external and internal grounds, Lachmann sought 
to restore the oldest possible text, namely, that of the fourth 
century, which then might serve as a firm foundation for crit- 
ical operations. This procedure met with much opposition, in- 
asmuch as Lachmann, aiming to give the Oriental text, and 
giving weight to the Occidental testimonies only where the 
Oriental differ (as often), did not, in consequence, altogether 
exclude arbitrariness. The greatest service for Textual Crit- 
icism has been rendered by Constantine Tischendorf (|1874), 
as well through his enriched and verified critical apparatus as 

quietly ignores what has been done in recent times towards the promotion 
of biblical science outside of the Continent of Europe. He does not think 
it worth his while to mention the brilliant and considerate efforts of Tre- 
gelles in Textual Criticism, the less brilliant, the too conservative, but yet 
extremely careful, and hence very useful, work of Scrivener, and the pro- 
gressing labors of Westcott and Hort, which last seem destined to result 
in by far the best and most correct edition of the New Testament, as 
correct, perhaps, as in the present state of science it is possible to attain 
to. "We may here mention the fact that Tregelles is the father of a great 
school in Textual Criticism, which is constantly gaining ground in Europe 
and in America; and that Westcott and Hort belong to this school. Com- 
pare on Tischendorf an elaborate Article in the Eibliotheca Sacra for Jan- 
uary 1876, by Mr. 0. R. Gregory, an Article in the Unitarian Review for 
March 1875, by Prof. Ezra Abbot, and an excellent Article, unhappily 
published only in a weekty paper, and hence not very generally read, by 
Prof. John A. Broadus. A good popular exhibition of the Textual Crit- 
icism of the Tregellesian school is to be found in the little work of Ham- 
mond, "Textual Criticism applied to the New Testament;" and in the 
Article of Dr. Gardiner in the Bibliotheca Sacra for 1875, since published 
in book form. See also an Article on Tregelles, in the New York Inde- 
pendent for July 1, 1875, by Prof. Ezra Abbot; and an interesting Article 
by Millie/an, in the British and Foreign Evangelical Review for January 
1876 : " Tischendorf and Tregelles as Editors of the Greek New Testa- 
ment." Among the ablest Text-Critics in America and they compare 
very favorably with the English Critics mentioned above are Prof. Ezra 
Abbot, Prof. John A. Broadus, Prof. J. H. Thayer, and Ex-President 
Woolsey Tit. 
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through his numerous editions of the New Testament (among 
which we may call special attention to the Eclitio VIII. critica 
major, etc. 1 ) ; as well as also through his editions of single 
important manuscripts, especially of the Sinaitic. The prin- 
ciples of Textual Criticism also were still more accurately 
.Determined by Tischendorf than by G-riesbach. 

32. A Revival of Orthodoxy. 

But the religious awakening which followed upon the 
German war of liberty took still another form. Side by side 
with the philosophizing, brilliant theology of Schleiermacher 
and Hegel, there existed still a popular realistic, religious need 2 The popular 

religious 

which was attracted and satisfied far more by the fresh and need, 
vehement manner of a Luther. The purest and freshest 
representative of this tendency was Klaus Harms, who at the Klaus 
Eeformation festival 1817, as a second Luther, in his ninety- 
five theses, threw down the gauntlet to Eationalism. Men 
looked with longing for the old unbroken faith and its symbols. 
Hand in hand with this popular need went a politico-ecclesias- 
tical restoration and a theolosy which regarded the whole The restora- 

.- -, , ,. , . , , tion-theol- 

scientmc development of the eighteenth century as apostasy ogy. 
and looked for the salvation of the world only in the greatest 
possible renewing of the old faith in the Bible and the creed. 
The great leader of this apologetico-polemic restoration-theol- 
ogy was W. Hengstenberg, from 1826 Professor at Berlin, and Hengsten- 
from 1827 editor of "Die Evangelische Kirchenzeitung." One- 
sided as his theology must be called, however much impurity 3 
attaches to this name, yet as a biblical investigator he has an 

1 Unfortunately Tischendorf died before preparing Prolegomena to the 
eighth critical edition. The Prolegomena to the seventh edition have to do 
service, albeit very imperfectly, also for the eighth. Mr. Gregory states in 
the Article referred to above, doubtless on good authority, that the work 
of preparing Prolegomena to the eighth critical edition from Tischendorf 's 
materials has been intrusted to a Dr. Gebhardt. "We unite with Mr. Greg- 
ory in the hope that he may be enabled to do a thorough piece of work, 
worthy of Tischendorf himself. Mr. Gregory gives what seems to be a 
well-nigh complete exhibit of Tischendorf' s published works. TK. 

2 Glaubensbediirfuiss. 

3 Moral impurity is, of course, not intended. TB. 
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indisputable merit. His " Christology of the Old Testament," 
returning in the first edition to the Old Protestant view of 
prophecy, but admitting in the later editions essentially modern 
ideas made an epoch, in that it brought to the consciousness, 
in its importance and eternal truth, the prophetical contents of 
the Old Testament. Here, indeed, as well as in his " Contri- 
butions to the Introduction to the Old Testament," he strives 
to repudiate as much as possible the results of historico-critical 
inquiry as " Rationalism," and to save, e.g. the genuineness of 
the Book of Daniel and of the second part of Zechariah, as 
well as to obliterate and remove the incongruity between the 
Old Testament citations in the New Testament, and the gen- 
uine sense of these passages. For this work a rich arsenal of 
modern learning - stood at his command. His theology has, 
therefore, justly been called " repristination theology." The 
correctness of this designation rests chiefly upon PTengsten- 
berg's fundamental pre-supposition of the essential identity of 
the contents of Scripture with the contents of the confessional 
writings and the doctrines of the church. In the same path 
Keil, Hay- walked his pupils Keil, Havernilc, and W. Steiger. Here also 

ernik,8teig- rni 7 , __. 

er,andTho- we must not forget InoLucK, who through Pietism is connected 
luck 

with the " Evangelische Kirchenzeitung," but through his 
free-thinking with Schleiermacher and Neander. The Appen- 
dix to his Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, " The 
Old Testament in the New," is more nearly related to the 
former. In still another than the Orthodox way the newly 
awakened religious need also manifested itself in theology, viz. 
T ^ ] my f ti " as mystical theology and Scripture interpretation. Here are 
oishausen. Olshausen and Stier to be mentioned. Hermann Olshausen 
(1766-1839), Professor at Konigsberg, and afterwards at 
Erlangen, through his two writings on " The Deeper Sense of 
Scripture," and through his " Commentary on all the Writings 
of the New Testament," * exerted a very wide influence. He 
wished to emancipate Scripture study from the shackles as well 

1 The best English edition of Olshausen' & Commentary is that edited by 
Dr. A. C. Kendrick. Tit. 
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of the dogmatic as of the grammatical interpretation, and to 
bring to recognition the divine revelation in Scripture and its 
central point Christ, in their living unity with God as well as 
with humanity. Olshausen was in so far opposed to the ordi- 
nary Supernaturalism as he found the mystery of the Scripture 
revelation paralleled by the mystery of the spiritual corporeal 
nature of man. True religious life was to him, therefore, the 
condition of a correct understanding of Scripture. Kindred, 
and yet different, is the theological character of Rudolf Stier stier. 
(18001862). A romantically adjusted nature, but led, partly 
through the religious feature of the time, partly through inner 
experiences, to a decisive faith in Christ, satisfied with neither 
Neander nor Liicke, he labored principally as a practical cler- 
gyman. But as a thoroughly biblical theologian, he has devel- 
oped, even in an exegetical relation, a fruitful and inspiring 
activity, principally through his " Words of the Lord Jesus." 1 
Besides this, he has done important service through his revision 
of Luther's translation of the Bible. His Scripture interpre- 
tation may be characterized as the dogmatico-mystical. The 
Holy Spirit is to him so much the auctor primarius of Scrip- 
ture, that the human author recedes entirely into the back- 
ground. Yet he does not return to the old Orthodox doctrine 
of inspiration, since not in the letters but in the contents of 
Scripture does the Holy Spirit bear witness. The principal 
defect of his Scripture interpretation is the lack of sharpness 
of conception, a result of the deficiency of his scientific prepar- 
atory education. 

33. The Critical-Speculative Tendency. 

Yet side by side with the specifically religious and the mani- 
fold mystical-pietistic direction, which dominated in theology 
from the third decade of the present century, is still another 
element not to be overlooked, which for a long time maintained 
dominion in theology ; it is the critical-speculative. The emi- 
nent philosophical activity, which having had in Kant its great cal'activity 

1 This work is accessible in a reasonably good translation, and, though 
c requeatly wild in its " spiritualizing," is always worth consulting. Tn. 
7 
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inaugurator, in Fichte and Schelling, to some extent also in 
Schleiermacher, its promoters, had found in Hegel its final 
shaping. Especially was it this thinker's logical construction 
of history, from which proceeded an important inspiration. 
The influence of the Hegelian philosophy was first of all a 
restraining influence, promotive rather of Orthodoxy, as was to 
be seen in Daub and Marheineke. The oneness of faith and 
science was the pre-supposition of this school, and their oppo- 
sition was regarded as a vanquished stand-point. As long as 
Hegel lived, the question among his disciples was only who 
among them had most correctly understood their master. After 
his death, however, emancipated from this authority, they fixed 
their attention on the consequences only of the system. The 
Hegelian pre-supposition, that the idea is developed only in 
humanity and not in one individual, entered in Strauss' " Life 
of Jesus " as a revolutionary elemer^, into the theological world. 
The novelty of this work consisted not in the fact that legends 
and myths were admitted in the Gospel history; but in the 
fact that this view was carried out and expressed with the most 
reckless consistency. Strauss exhibited excellently the insuf- 
ficiency and the defectiveness of the supernaturalistic, as well 
as of the so-called natural explanation of miracles, and pro- 
pounded, as the only admissible explanation, the mythical. In 
general, from this time forward the so-called Saurian or 
Tubingen school permeated by the Hegelian spirit, was the 
supporter of the critical study of the Scriptures. Ferdinand 
Christian Baur (1792-1860), the head of this school, had 
earlier applied himself far more to the most fundamental in- 
vestigations in the history of doctrines than to biblical study. 1 
In this direction he had already developed an epoch-making 
literary activity, when through the controversy occasioned by 
Strauss' " Life of Jesus "he was led to his investigations on 
the New Testament. Besides his ingenious hypothesis on the 
occasion and object of the Epistle to the Romans, his most im- 


1 His " Dotfmengeschichte " (History of Christian Doctrines) is really a 
very valuable work. TB. 
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portant works in this department are : " The Apostle Paul " 
(1845), and " Critical Investigations on the Canonical Gospels" 
(1847). Besides these, his smaller works on the Pastoral 
Epistles, and on the Gospel of Mark are also to be mentioned. 
All these labors were supported by the thought, that primitive 
Christianity is to be conceived of in a purely historical manner, 
and in the dialectic agitation of its elements ; in which not so 
much depends on the persons as on the idea. In addition to 
the keenness of his criticism, the sometimes excellent develop- 
ment of the course of thought of the New Testament writings 
in his principal works is to be made prominent. The results 
of this criticism : the limiting of the genuine Epistles of Paul 
to the four principal ones, the bringing down of most of the 
other New Testament writings, especially of the Gospel of 
John, to an advanced period in the second century ; the main- 
taining that the latter is no historical, but a dogmatic writing, 
but especially the proving that the primitive Christianity, mak- 
ing Ebionism its starting-point, developed through the opposition 
of the latter and Paulinism, until, through accommodation of 
the opposition, the " catholic " Christianity was formed, and that 
to this accommodation the greater number of our New Testa- 
ment writings belong these results are familiar enough. 1 Yet 
it was not Baur himself, but, after Strauss, A. Schwegler, who Schwegler. 
with his writing on Montanism, and then especially with his 
work on " The Post- Apostolic Times" (1846), had broken the 
ice. More prudently has E. Zeller, through his treatise on the Zeiier. 
" Testimonies for the Gospel of John," on the writings of Luke, 
and especially through his writing on the Acts of the Apostles 
(1854), furnished contributions to New Testament criticism. 
The organ of the " Tubingen School " since 1842 was the " Theol. 
Jahrbiicher," founded by Zeller, afterwards undertaken by 
Baur alone. Ad. Hilgenfeld's " Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaft- migenfeld. 
liche Theologie," side by side with the periodical referred to, 

1 It is difficult to see whether the author in speaking of Baui-'s results 
means to be understood as endorsing them as scientific and well-founded 
or not. If so, we cannot, of course, agree with him. TB. 
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held an important place in this direction, which, as at that time 
Hilgenfeld himself, was engaged less, it is true, in fathoming the 
apostolic than the post-apostolic literature. Especially have 
his works on the Gospels of Justin Martyr, of the Clementines, 
and of Marcion, and his "Novum Testameutum extra Can- 
Volkmar. onem receptum," as also Volkmar's New Testament Apocrypha, 
become very valuable mediately for the historico-critical inves- 
tigation of the New Testament writings also. For a long time 
this critical theology maintained to a considerable extent the 
predominance, but the shipwreck of the Hegelian school, and the 
events of the year 1848 disclosed a deep precipice, and spread 
such a terror of the true and supposed consequences of the 
Hegelian criticism and view of the world, that a reaction also 
in the province of biblical study was unavoidable. 

34. Reaction against the Critical-Speculative Theology. 

As champion on this field of reaction against the critical and 

Hengsten- speculative theology, Hengstenberg again meets us. With still 
greater justice than formerly against the Rationalisinus vulgaris, 
he now comes forward to battle against a system which had 
brought forth such fruits. The enhanced consciousness of sin, 
and, in connection with this, submission to the authority of 
Scripture, hostile to criticism and unconditional ; belief in abso- 
lute inspiration, and the infallibility of the biblical Canon, 
in short, the melting together of Orthodoxy and Pietism, this 
was the imposing stand-point adopted by Hengstenberg and a 
host of theologians against that " destructive " theology. Far 
more decidedly still than heretofore, theology, and not least 
Apoiogeti- biblical study, assumed an apologetical character. The com- 
ter C of a the patibility of the Mosaic cosmogony with natural science, of the 
EC oo . Bible with astronomy, the unity of Genesis, the Mosaic origin 
of the Pentateuch, the genuineness of the Book of Daniel, and 
of the second part of Zechariah, the identity of the author of 
the fourth Gospel with that of the Apocalypse, -etc., were 
defended with a zeal such as if the salvation of the world 
depended upon them. To a remarkable extent, on the con- 
trary, were the material questions of Christianity neglected by 


HISTORY OP SCRIPTURE INTERPRETATION. 77' 

tins party, and the contents of Scripture were disregarded as 
compared with the form. The Scriptures were looked upon as 
a stronghold, where the city exists for the sake of the fortifica- 
tions, and where duty demands before everything else that the 
weak places be defended, i.e. that what is untenable or pre- 
carious be held as more important than the eternal truth itself. 
Hand hi hand with this formal apologetical striving went an- 
other theological tendency, viz. the Ghiliastic. Both form the The 
natural reaction against a theology and a philosophy that had tendency, 
seemed in part to dissolve the foundations of the Christian 
faith ; that in part had given up the world to come in proud 
self-sufficiency in the present. Still the school of Bengel sur- 
vived, yea, just at this time it had a new revival, since so many 
phenomena of the time seemed to prepare for an ever greater 
and more fundamental separation between the kingdom of 
Christ and the kingdom of the world and of falsehood. In 
Bev. xiii. was seen the connection of Anti-Christianity with 
false philosophy, in 2 Thess. ii. 112, the dominant self -deifica- 
tion was unequivocally pointed out. In the momentous phe- 
nomena of the time, forebodings of the judgment of the world 
were found. Such a frame of mind led men to read with 
avidity the prophetical and eschatological parts of Scripture, 
especially the Book of Daniel and the Apocalypse, since there 
a wide field of interpretation was opened up to those who com- 
bined with their antagonism towards all historical criticism a 
love for the mysterious. Add still farther the phantastical ten- 
dency of the time, and it is natural that men should turn away 
from the clear and simple parts of Scripture to those writings 
that are mysterious and capable of endless interpretations. 
Those theologians who subscribe to this apologetics for that 
reward, and who embrace this Chiliastic tendency are, for the 
most part, religious, learned, and clever men, as Christ. K. v. 
flofmann, in his work, " Prophecy and its Fulfilment," Franz Hofmann, 
Delitzsch in his " Biblico-prophetical Theology," Kurtz (" Text- and Aubeiv 
book of Sacred History,") J. P. Lange (" Positive Dogmatics," 
pp. 1271 ff.), and pre-eminently K. A. Auberlen (" The Prophet 
7* 
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Daniel and the Revelation of John.") This last writer gained 
a very profound insight into the religious spirit and value of 
prophecy ; so much the more is it to be regretted that he opposed 
his " theocratic " explanation to the " secular," x as the " ration- 
alistic," as if the ideal and the real history were incompatible ; 
thereby removing the Apocalypse from its historical ground. 
With this Chiliastic direction is combined in many the realistic- 
theosophical. In opposition to an old and new philosophizing 
and dogmatizing Scripture interpretation, which feels obliged to 
Botha spiritualize and subtilize the thoughts of the Bible, R. Hothe 
(Preface to Auberlen's " F. Ch. Oetinger"), says with perfect 
justice : " Our traditional exegesis makes Scripture intelligible 
to me ; but it does not suffice to make it entirely and purely 
intelligible. The general contents of the thoughts it knows well 
how to draw out ; but the peculiar form in which these thoughts 
present themselves there it knows not how to account for. 
In fact, if the Lord and his Apostles mean to say only and 
precisely what the interpreters make them say, they expressed 
themselves very awkwardly and incommodiously, or, to speak 
more properly, very extravagantly ; " and farther on, " The sys- 
tem of biblical fundamental ideas, not expressly stated, but only 
pre-supposed in the Scriptures themselves, is wanting to us ; it 
is not by any means that of our schools at the present day, and 
so long as we practise exegesis without this system, the Bible 
must remain to us a half-closed book. With other fundamen- 
tal ideas than those current with us, which we are wont to re- 
gard as the only possible ones, we must enter upon the study 
of the Bible, and whatever these ideas may be and wherever it 
may be proper to seek them, this one thing at least is absolutely 
certain, in accordance with the whole sound of the melody of 
Scripture in its natural fulness, that these must be more real- 
istic, more ' massive.' " Since it was recognized, that between 
our conceptions and forms of thought and those of the biblical 
authors there exists a difference, and that for a perfect under- 
standing of Scripture, an understanding not only of the truths 

1 "Reichsgeschichtliclien," and "Zeitgeschichtliclien." 
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taught by them, but also of the forms of thought presupposed 
by them, is requisite ; men ought to have been content with this 
insight, and to have confined themselves to this, viz. to appro- 
priate these conceptions to exegetical use and understanding 
itself. But when men, now going farther, sought to reconcile Source of 

PT*1*O1* 

that antique biblical conception with modern conceptions and cat- 
egories, and thus underlaid the biblical writings with a tkeosoph- 
ical system, they fell into error which could not but falsify 
Scripture interpretation. The aversion to the simple and the 
natural, the propensity towards the mysterious, and the pre- 
supposition that our reveries must also be those of the sacred 
authors, this, from the Alexandrines until the present, contri- 
buted unspeakably to the corruption of exegesis. (For a more 
detailed discussion of this subject see Hupf eld's " The Theo- 
sophical and Mythological Theology and Scripture Interpreta- 
tion of To-day." 1861). 

35. Exegesis in the Netherlands. 

If, by way of supplement, we make a brief survey of the his- 
tory of exegesis in the Netherlands, this is justified by the fact 
that the church and the theology of the Netherlands, in modern General 
times also, holds an honorable place, and not least in matters 
of biblical study ; that just here the science has had a develop- 
ment Very different from the German. Holland has had no 
Schleiermacher, no Strauss, no Tubingen School. Besides, the 
Dutch theology has exercised an immediate influence on the 
church and through the church upon the people and the state. 
The year 1787, the year of the founding of the Haager Society Haager 
for the defense of Christianity, is to be regarded as an epoch ie 7 ' 
of the more recent Dutch theology. As Ernesti had done, 
Kantelaar showed that the Bible, while it contains the divine Kanteiaar. 
revelations, was written by men who, however much they may 
have been illuminated, did not cease to be men ; and that it 
must be explained with the help of those means usually applied 
to books written in dead or living languages. Bosveld (1756- Bosreid 
1809), the most important Scripture interpreter of this period, 
was prominent in the last decades of the eighteenth century. 
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This is evident from liis explanation of 1 Cor. xv., of the 
Epistle to the Galatians, in which he was the first to subject 
the expression TTIOTIS 'I^o-ou XpicrroG to a thorough discussion, 
decided in a negative sense the relation of Gal. ii. 1 ff., to the 
Apostolic convention, and also first explained accurately the 
disputed expression TO. o-rot^eta TOV Kovpov, in which he answers 
affirmatively the question, whether the Apostles erred in their 
belief in the nearness at hand of the Parousia, appealing to Mark 
xiii. 32. His explanation of the uvOpiaTro? T^S apapTias (2 Thess. 
ii.) is also a proof of his strictly historical method. Scarcely an 
exegetico-dogmatic question of any importance occurs in the 
Pauline Epistles to which Bosveld with his grammatico-historical 
method did not bring light. Yet at that time in Holland this 
Separation method was in its first beginnings. For the Dutch theology, the 

courses in year 1815 was so far a decisive one as that, in the place of a uni- 
the univer- . , . ,. , , . , , , . , , 

sities. versity regulation, according to which every theological teacher 

was obliged to lecture on dogmatics, a complete separation of the 
courses of study was introduced. This could not but redound 
to the advantage of exegetical theology. The most recent time 
likewise is fruitful in able works in this department. "We note 
Parcan, Parcan's " Hermeneutica Codis Sacra" (1846), Kuerten's " Crit- 
and Cobet. icae et Hermeneuticae Librorum Novi Foederis Lineamenta," 
and Gobefs writing " De Arte Interpretandi." Excellently 
does Kuenen, namely, say in the work referred to : " intelligere 
scriptorem is dicendus est, qui idem quod ille dum scribebat 
cogitavit legens cogitat." In the matter of Textual Criticism 
Mill and Wetstein had already done excellent work. In the 
path thus beaten followed Doedes and Heringa, while Scholten 
especially, with his free and sharp conjectural criticism, partic- 
ularly with reference to the Gospel of John, aroused much 
opposition. With regard to exegesis itself, that of the Old 
Testament received already in the Netherlands more attention 
than that of the New ; yet until 1815 the freer investigation of 
this part of Scripture [the O. T.] seems to have made very 

little progress in the Netherlands. Since that time also more 
Amers- ..,..., . , T j 

voordt. impartial inquiries have come into vogue. Jac. Amersvoordt, 
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van der Palm. Hamaker. Kuenen, Hoekstra. are here to be Palm, 

. . . Hamaker, 

mentioned with distinction ; vet Hamaker through his free Kuenen, 

T -I -i i Hoekstra. 

view of prophecy, as in general through his academical 

activity, has incurred the reproach of forming rationalists. In 
New Testament exegesis, theology, and criticism, Heringa, van 
Hengel, Oosterzee, Niermeyer, and Scholten are conspicuous. 
For Heringa, exegesis, it is true, was only a means for dog- Heringa. 
matics, as is attested by his " Opera Exegetica et Hermen- 
eutica," and still more his academic lectures, 1 "Animadversiones 
de locis Novi Testamenti, quorum praecipuus est usus in pro- 
banclis doctrinae Christianae capitibus." Perhaps the most 
important Netherlandian exegete in recent times is W. Alb. van 
Hengel, teacher in the high schools at Franeker, at Amsterdam, Hengel. 
and at Leyden. His method of interpretation is the grammat- 
ico-objective, and his prudence has advanced with his years. 
His " Annotatio in loca nonnulla," compared with his " Com- 
mentarius perpetuus in Epistolam ad Philippianos," and espe- 
cially with his " Commentarius in Epistolam ad Romanos," 
furnish abundant proof of this improvement. His investiga- 
tions in biblical theology on the distinction between O-OJ/AO, and 
<rap, between pera-voLa. and iTrurrpo^-f] prove him a master in 
this field also. By as much as verbal explanation is with him 
the principal thing, is the service which van Hengel, precisely 
through this verbal explanation, has rendered to the dogmatic 
understanding of the Epistle to the Romans in particular, a 
substantial service. Niermeyer has devoted himself principally Niermeyer. 
to those parts of the New Testament that, after the inquiries 
of the school of Baur, seemed to be in need of a new examin- 
ation. Especially are his investigations on the Apocalypse a 
thorough performance. Much would still have been to be 
hoped for from him had not death called him away (1855). 
Van Oosterzee, Professor at Utrecht, like Hengstenberg, sought Oosterzee. 
in his " Christology of the Old Testament," to prove that all 
the passages cited in the New Testament as Messianic, even 
Isa. vii. 14, are really Messianic, even in the minds of the 
* "Dictate," dictated lectures. TR, 
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authors themselves ; in which he is governed by the presup- 
position that the Hermeneutics of the New Testament writers 
is in complete accord with the fundamental principles of the 
grammatico-historical interpretation. This he has set forth, 
indeed, in popular articles. " We must confess," says the 
author of the " Pragmatic History of Theology in the Nether- 
lands," " that on a stand-point like that of Van Oosterzee all 
discussion loses its worth." Yet his " Theology of the New 
Testament," e.g. is less biased than might, according to what 
has been said, have been expected, and if he maintains the 
genuiness of the Pastoral Epistles, he at least has behind him 
all the voices of the church, with the single exception of the 
heretic Marcion, up to Schleiermacher and Baur. As an 
opponent of Oosterzee, and as head of the liberalistic theology 

Soioicen. in Holland. J. fl. Scholten, born in 1811, since 1843 Professor 
at Leyden, is to be especially mentioned. Besides his princi- 
pal dogmatic work, " De Leer der Hervormde Kerk in hare 
Grondbeginselen," etc., and his work on " The Freedom of the 
Will," we may here mention as characteristic, his work on 
" The Gospel according to John," his " Study on the Apostle 
John in Asia Minor," and his writing directed against Tischen- 
dorf, " The Most Ancient Witnesses concerning the Writings 
of the New Testament." Scholten has, of course, the solid 
majority of the conservative theologians, as Da Costa, Doedes, 
Oosterzee, and others, against him. We mention, finally, Alb. 

E6viile, Reville, pastor of the Wallonian church at Rotterdam, who has 
furnished to the Review of Colani, besides other important 
critical articles : " Jean le Prophete et Jean 1'Evangeliste," 

Concluding and " Neron 1' Antichrist." From this poor enumeration it 
will have been seen that biblical studies have been pushed for- 
ward in Holland with zeal and thoroughness, that the influence 
of German theology upon the Dutch is a very important one; 
but that notwithstanding this, the latter has maintained an 
independent position ; that the opposition between the conser- 
vative theology and the theology of progress is very outspoken, 
yet so that the former is to be conceived of not as the result 
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of a politico-ecclesiastical restoration, but rather as a result of 
the inflexible character of the Dutch Eeformed Church ; the 
liberal theology, on the other hand, as a reaction against the old 
dogmatism and traditionalism. Utrecht is distinguished as the 
seat of the conservative theology, Leyden as the seat of the 
advanced theology. Cf. Christ. Sepp, " Johannes Stinstra en 
zijn tijd," Amsterdam, 1865. Idem, " Proeve eener pragma- 
tische geschiedens der Theologie in Nederland, von 1787 tot 
1858," Amsterdam, 1868. 1 

Conclusions from t7ie History of Exegesis for the 
Natiwe and, the Principles of Scripture Inter- 
pretation. 

a) Review of the various JBocegetical Methods. 

36. The Exegetical Methods Compared. 

Various as the methods of interpretation have been, great as 
have been the distortions and the errors of exegesis ; yet nearly 

i Is it true or is it not that in recent times England and America can 
boast of no names worthy to be put alongside of those that have been 
mentioned as figuring prominently in the history of Scripture interpreta- 
tion ? If we have an eye simpty to the influence that Scripture interpreters 
in these countries have exercised, we may say with confidence that a score 
might easily be here mentioned; but if we consider them from the point 
of view of real merit, we will not be inclined to chide our author for pass- 
ing them by without mention. If we will look at the matter calmly we 
shall see, that in the department of biblical exegesis, English-speaking 
people in the present century are, indeed, strangely deficient. We shall 
see that the few men that have stood highest in biblical exegesis have been 
men that derived not their inspiration simply, but also their material, so 
directly and to so large an extent from the Germans, that the Germans 
cannot but regard them as mere satellites of themselves. Without going 
much farther into the past than our own generation, let us call to mind 
the names that stand pre-eminent in exegesis in England and in this coun- 
try, and we shall see that so far as they are not simply reproducers of the 
exegesis of the ancient and the mediaeval church (as Wordsworth, Pusey, 
and others), their indebtedness to the Germans (usually most ingenuously 
acknowledged) is to be traced page by page. This statement is not to be 
understood as an imputation of a blind and unreasoning following of au- 
thorities on the part of the honored men whose names are to be mentioned. 
They have done, indeed, a most important service to the cause of biblical 
study; most of them have done more or less work in some sense original; 
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all have proceeded from a more or less right feeling. In order 
to derive from the history of exegesis the true method, it is re- 
quisite that we always recognize the true in error, and then 
Allegorical ascertain where truth and error separate. The Allegorical in- 
tion! terpretation, the oldest of all, presupposes that the Scriptures 

contain the truth ; but since between the spirit of the Scrip- 
tures and that of the interpreter a considerable difference 
exists, the allegorist seeks to remove this difference by regard- 
ing what opposes him in Scripture as mere form, as external 
crG/xa, and searches behind this for the deeper sense, which must 
be identical with that of the interpreter. The element of truth in 
this method is, that the Scriptures have a sense and spirit which 
does not always lie upon the surface, but must be sought for. 
But the error is the presupposition that this sense and spirit 
must be in accord with that of the interpreter and his time. 
The allegorical interpretation rests also upon a dualistic separa- 
tion of the verbal sense and the deeper sense, instead of con- 
ceiving both in their unity. The allegorical interpretation is, 
in one word, the product of an unconditional respect for Scrip- 
ture and a deficiency in historical appreciation. The interpre- 
tation according to the fourfold sense of Scripture, which 
prevailed throughout the Middle Ages, aims to correct the 
allegorical interpretation by vindicating to the verbal sense 
(the littera) a right of its own, but otherwise it agrees with the 
first entirely, only that it is still worse, in that it holds not to 

but that they have been dependent for their high attainments on the Ger- 
mans none would be more ready to admit than themselves. Of such men we 
may mention, in England, Ellicott, LiyJitfoot, Alford, Stanley, and David' 
son ; in America, Stuart, Alexander, and HacJcett. There are, of course, 
scores of others that would deserve to be mentioned in an extended notice 
of English and American exegesis. TVe could find in English and Ame- 
rican exegesis worthy representatives of all the various methods of inter- 
pretation. Nay, we could show that at the present time all the various 
methods exist side by side. Where, even in the Middle Ages, can be found, 
for instance, a more nonsensical piece of allegorizing than that presented 
to the learned in England and America by Dr. Kay in his recent Com- 
mentary on Isaiah (in the Bible Commentary) ? It is a sad reflection on 
the public opinion in these countries, that such a, work should meet with 
acceptance. Tit- 
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one only, but to various deeper senses, and still less than the 
simple allegorical does it know how to conceive of these senses 
in their organic unity with the verbal sense. If in the allegorical 
method, as the old Alexandrines practised it, wide scope was given 
to arbitrariness, in the application of the method of the four- 
fold sense this was incomparably more the case. The Dogmatic The DOR- 

* > _ u matic inter 

interpretation, as it prevailed especially in the Protestant pretation. 
Church at the time of the domination of Orthodoxy, proceeded 
from the true view that Scripture will teach truth, and indeed 
divine truth. To seek and to find this it regarded as its work. 
But it erred not only in manifoldly misjudging and disregard- 
ing the ways and means through which alone the truth is to be 
arrived at, but chiefly in starting from definite dogmatic pre- 
suppositions, in interpreting according to these, and in settling 
beforehand the result which must or must not be arrived at. 
The principal dogmatic presupposition was the mechanical in- 
spiration of Scripture, and as a result of this its infallibility in 
even the minutest and most external matters, as also the view 
that the whole Bible is an organic Codex of Revelation. "What 
now, did not accord with this presupposition must be exeget- 
ically pressed until it said nothing else than what was pre- 
supposed. With this was joined another perverted striving, 
viz. to make Scripture minister to the polemics of the ecclesi- 
astical confession. Accordingly nothing must be found in 
Scripture which could favor the view of an opponent, and 
where such was really lighted upon it must be manipulated 
with exegetical artifices; while all passages that seemed to 
support the opinions of the party itself were digged out, and 
the whole of Scripture was regarded as an arsenal for the com- 
bating of opponents. This use of Scripture exercised a ruin- 
ous influence on exegesis, not only by pressing this into the 
strait-jacket of ecclesiastical Orthodoxy, but also by causing the 
Scriptures to be regarded as an atomistic collection of dicta 
probantia. The Pietistic interpretation, therefore, opposed The Pietis- 
itself to the Orthodox with justice so far as it proceeded from tation. 
the correct view, that the Scriptures are designed not so much 
8 
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for the instruction of the understanding as for the awakening 
of the heart and the sanctification of the life. It was perfectly 
right also in placing the Scriptures above ecclesiastical symbols, 
and in not holding a priori, that the sense of Scripture could 
not, and must not, contradict these. But a degrading and a 
flattening of exegesis was the consequence of the fact that 
Pietism, misjudging, not less than Orthodoxy, the historical 
character of the biblical writings, neglected, nay, in part 
despised, the grammatical, historical, and logical helps through 
which the genuine sense of Scripture must be found. Pietism 
overwhelmed the Bible with edificatory reflections and prac- 
tical applications, and thus confounded Scripture explanation 
with Scripture application. It threw itself also with avidity 
not unfrequently upon such writings as the Song of Solomon, 
the " spiritual " interpretation of which furnished endless 
The Ration- material for amatory intercourse 1 with the Saviour. The 

alistic inter- -,-, . 7 . . ,. ,. 

pretation. nationalistic explanation stood in a certain connection with 
the Pietistic, in as far as it also was opposed to the dogmatic 
and regarded moral amelioration as the aim of Scripture. The 
Rationalistic explanation proceeded from the correct view that, 
above all, the Scriptures must be conceived of and interpreted 
historically. This historical interpretation could take either of 
two roads ; it could either, in opposition to the fetters which 
hitherto the church had laid upon human thought, cast aside the 
opposing thoughts and conceptions as merely local and temporal, 
as Judaizing opinions, in place of which the flattest human 
understanding was then frequently taken as the norm ; or it 
could proceed from the presupposition that the Bible proper 
means to teach nothing else than the " religion of reason," and 
accordingly make the sense of Scripture accord as nearly as 
possible with " reason." In this was overlooked the fact that 
"reason" is nothing finished and unchangeable, but varies 
according to the age, popular spirit, and individuality ; varies 
according to the relation of the human heart to God. Pre- 
cisely for the profoundest and most Christian thoughts, for the 

1 " Liebestandeleien," not easy to render; but the meaning is clear. TB. 


REVIEW OP THE EXEGETICAL METHODS. 87 

thoughts that have renewed the world, and that have power at 
all times to renew the human heart, the Rationalistic " reason " 
had no appreciation. The Grammdtico-historical interpreta- The Gram- 
tion is not, as is so often maintained, identical with the Eation- toricai in- 
alistic. This stands unconditionally on the correct presupposi- e pr 
tion that the Bible, as well in its totality as in its parts, is a 
historical product ; and, however divine it may be according to 
its final origin and essential contents, was written by men in 
human languages and under human relations ; and that, there- 
fore, it is to be interpreted with similar helps and according to 
the same principles as other books of antiquity. These inter- 
preters thus bestow upon the study of the language, as the 
organ of the thoughts of the author, the same industry as upon 
the language of the so-called profane authors, convinced that 
this is the only correct and possible way of ascertaining the 
genuine sense of the sacred author. They study the person of 
the author and his time, the relation in which he stood to the 
agitations of his time, the occasion and the object of his writ- 
ing. If now in all this the grammatico-historical interpreters 
held unconditionally the right position, it is not to be ignored 
that the grammatico-historical inquiries and the historico- 
critical researches may be made so much the chief thing that 
what is properly the chief thing, the sense and spirit of the 
author, may be altogether neglected. It is not to be denied 
that the purely objective position of the interpreter with refer- 
ence to his author could easily degenerate into indifference to 

what he says, and this into in ability to understand. The The Critical 
. . . interpret*- 

Critical interpretation is very closely akin to the historical. tion - 

Without Criticism no historical, and hence also no exegetical, 
inquiry is possible. Besides Textual Criticism, Historical Crit- 
icism is also necessary. The critical treatment of Scripture 
often comes now into conflict with certain traditional opinions 
which it is its business to test ; nay, it is itself in great part 
nothing else than the testing of traditional opinions with refer- 
ence to the author, the age, and the relations under which the 
under consideration arose. From this cause it has 
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come into disrepute with believers in tradition. Criticism and 
Revelation have been set up as antagonists, unjustly ; not 
Revelation and Criticism, but Tradition and Criticism, are an- 
tagonistic. Now it is certainly not to be denied that iii this prov- 
ince, where combination and conjecture have to do their best, a 
wide field is opened for arbitrariness and fancifulness. Not 
as if critical conjecture or hypothesis were in itself inadmissi- 
ble ; there may be even here a Copernicus, a Kepler, or a 
Newton ! But every hypothesis, even the most brilliant, must 
be verified, i.e. all essential phenomena must be found explica- 
ble by it, or at least must not contradict it. Yet only the 
smallest number of hypotheses are so fortunate, and if never- 
theless, despite contradictory phenomena, a hypothesis is to be 
held fast at all hazards ; if one has eyes only for what favors 
his hypothesis, no eyes for what is unfavorable ; criticism, to- 
gether with the exegesis that rests upon it, has got upon a 
wrong road. If then, moreover, such a conjecture has been 
given out as a dogma, an unverified result as the watchword 
of a party, all scientific discussion is at an end. Diametrically 
1 * opposed to the critical treatment of Scripture stands the Apol- 

interpreta- ogetic. In the face of an arbitrary and tendential 1 hypercri- 
ticism it is in the right, when it in turn subjects this hyper- 
criticism to criticism, and vindicates the grounds that may be 
adduced in favor of the traditional view. But so far as this 
Apologetical treatment of Scripture seeks to sustain the tradi- 

i tional view at all hazards, even at the sacrifice of subjective 

truth and scientific conscientiousness, it also becomes tenden- 
tial, and has no right to complain of the tendential criticism. 
If it be tendential to be willing to see only what makes against 
the usual view, it is no less tendential to be willing to see and 
to give due weight to that only which is favorable thereto. 
Thus, viz. it is only at the sacrifice of scientific accuracy that 
men have sought to support by all the artifices of an ingenious 
Bible interpretation the complete accord of the sense in which 
the New Testament writers employ certain Old Testament 
i See Translator's Preface. TK. 
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passages with the original sense of these passages, or the har- 
mony of the Mosaic cosmogony and conception of the world 
with the results of geology and astronomy ; or that they ex- 
plain away historical contradictions, which are manifest to 
every unprejudiced mind. If then, moreover, such a hyper- 
conservative treatment, of Scripture is put forth as the only 
u believing" one ; yet by this means scientific and honorable dis- 
cussion is just as much cut off as by a critical conjecture set forth 
under the name of liberality. We conclude with the Spirit- Th <? Spirit- 

J _ * uahstio in- 

ualistic (Pneumatic) interpretation. This rests upon the true terpreta- 
presupposition, that the divine spirit of Scripture can be un- 
derstood only by means of the divine spirit. In fact, Scrip- 
ture must be read and explained in the spirit in which it was 
written, since only the related can understand the related. But 
it is a great misapprehension and an arrant misuse of the 
Pneumatic interpretation, if one, in proud contempt of the 
human means which condition a thorough and assured under- 
standing, supposes that he has in his "devoutness" 1 the only true 
and infallible key to knowledge, and from this his stand-point, 
as from a tripod, maintains instead of investigating. So also 
it is a great perversion of the Spiritualistic interpretation if ' 
not content with the simple and assured sense of the author 
one underlays him with one's own profound system and makes 
him utter mysteries which only an artificial explanation can 
interpret into him. As an opposition to the flat intelligence 
of the Rationalistic exegesis this Spiritualistic interpretation 
has its historical authorization ; it has also its exegetical author- 
ization in as far as the words of Christ and his apostles con- 
tain in fact mysteries which only the initiated can understand 
(1 Cor, ii. 6ff.). But as far as the interpreter goes to work 
not so much to ascertain what the author says and means as 
what he himself desires that he may say and mean ; so far as 
he from private aversion to the clear and the simple, catches 
at mysteries, the spiritualistic interpretation is on a dangerous 
by-path. To this hankering after the mysterious, a province 

1 " Gtaubigkeit." 
8* 
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in which the phantasy of the interpreter has the freest play, 
the Chiliastic tendency, and especially the aversion to the his- 

CMIiastic . J ' L J 

tendenc/. torical interpretation of the Apocalypse, are also in great part 
to be ascribed. Over against such an exposition (or rather im- 
position) the rule of the Reformers is to be remembered, that 
the obscure in Scripture is to be explained by the clear, and 
not conversely. 

ft) The Right Exegetical Stand-point. 
37. The true View of Scripture. 

In recent times everything in exegesis and Scripture study 

seems to move around the question, whether the Bible is to be 

regarded and treated as a divine or as a human writing. But 

the way in which the question is put is thoroughly wrong, since 

The Bible as even he that regards the Scriptures as a divine book, cannot 

a divine . 

book. deny that they were written by human authors, however much 
they may have been inspired, in human language and under 
human and temporal relations ; that, for example, the language 
of the New Testament writings is impure, that many of their 
presuppositions and conceptions are current Jewish opinions, 
and not eternal truths ; as also that the text of the Bible has 
come down to us through countless and varying copies, and 
hence partially in an uncertain and corrupted form. On the 

AS a human other hand, he who regards the Bible as a human book, will 
book. ... 

acknowledge that it contains divine thoughts and eternal truths, 

and that it has exerted an influence on humanity such as no 
other book has exerted. Accordingly, the former, unless he 
shuts himself up in narrow obstinacy against the most notorious 
facts, will see that the understanding of the Scriptures cannot 
be reached without linguistic and historical help. The latter, 
in turn, cannot but regard exegesis as then first complete, when 
his critical, grammatical, and historical investigations have re- 
vealed to him the sense and the thoughts of the sacred author ; 
since otherwise he would have no understanding at all for these 
things. Not thus, therefore, is the principal question to be 
put, whether the Bible is a divine or a human book, but 
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whether the interpreter is to go to his work with or without The correct 

mi 7 7 T statement 

presuppositions. I he old exegetes answered this question of the ques- 
emphatically in the first sense. See, e.g. in M. Flacius, Clavis 
Scripturae Sacrae. But confessional writings also, as the Con- 
fessio Helvetica Posterior (c. 2), set forth the principle that in- 
terpretation must agree with the regula fidei. If by the regula The regula 

Xlu61* 

fidei is understood the Apostolicum or some other ecclesias- 
tical symbol, the rule is thoroughly objectionable ; since, to say 
nothing of the utter insufficiency of this norm, it is altogether 
impracticable to explain the original by the derivative. But, 
if by the regula fidei is understood certain general principles 
which are themselves drawn from Scripture, this comes nearer 
to the truth, but everything depends on whether these prin- 
ciples have been really drawn from Scripture and according to 
correct exegetical insight. The setting up of these principles 
as regula fidei et norma interpretandi presupposes already, 
therefore, a thorough exegesis. More correctly will these 
principles be so conceived of, that that is to be set up as the 
norma interpretandi which differentiates the biblical religion 
from other religions, in which, however, a historical study of Is * * he . unit 7 

' ' ' * of Scripture 


religions is presupposed. The presupposition is here, above to be 

all, the unity of Scripture. The question reduces itself there- 

fore, to this, "Whether the exegete must presuppose the unity 

of Scripture ? Not so, at all events, that on account of the 

unity he should under-estimate the diversities, and seek to bring 

out, e.g. the doctrine of justification through faith even in the 

Synoptic Gospels, which can be no otherwise accomplished 

than through the most forced exegesis. The doctrinal unity 

of the Scriptures can rather be only the abstraction from 

rightly apprehended distinctions ; therefore not so much the 

presupposition as the goal of exegesis. This holds, however, 

only of scientifically determined unity ; but from this the 

general impression is to be distinguished, which the unlearned The general 

as well as the learned reader of the Scriptures receives, that 

everything in the Bible is directed to the glory of God, and not 

to the glory of man, and that man is throughout assumed to 
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be a dependent, sinful being, in need of salvation. This is so 
much the case that he who sees men, and first of all himself, 
only in the great and the beautiful, is to such an extent desti- 
tute of an understanding for the Scriptures, that the Scriptures 
must present themselves to him rather as foolishness ; while to 
him alone is the sense of the Bible disclosed, who through a 
living experience and a self-knowledge has arrived at the con- 
sciousness of his own sinfulness and need of salvation, and of 
that of the whole human race. Thus, not a doctrinal pre- 
Need of in- supposition, but an inner affinity on the part of the interpreter 

ner affinity. ., , T . . f . . . ,. -,-,-, 

with me general spirit oj scripture, is indispensable to the 
understanding of Scripture. Usually, however, this condition 
is found insufficient and another condition set up, viz. uncon- 
ditional belief in the authority and inspiration of Scripture 
must be the key to the right understanding. "With regard to 
Views of in- inspiration we refer to what has been said above ( 8 ff.). Here 
we enter only upon the question, Whether this unconditional 
reverence, to which the Bible is a sacred thing not to be 
touched, or spiritual kinship and love, conditions the right un- 
derstanding ? Now it is, of course, true that respect for the 
Bible, and especially for the word of God contained in the 
Bible, is the attitude towards Scripture with which we, as a 
rule, begin ; but nobody would maintain that this respect, so 
long as it remains mere respect and does not advance to posi- 
tive interest and to believing desire for knowledge, is a means 
to the understanding of Scripture. To be convinced that the 

Orthodox contrary is the case one has only to appeal to the Orthodox 
exegetesof J , , f , , , , 

theiTthcen- exegetes ot the seventeenth century, and to ask, whether they 

Keformers. understood and interpreted Scripture better than the Reformers ? 
Still less advantageous to interpretation than this general 
respect is the respect which has advanced to the dogmatic 
belief in inspiration, and which has thus become petrified. The 
belief in inspiration is originally nothing else than the dog- 
matic reflection on the impression which Scripture makes upon 
the reader. This impression is still very freshly and vividly 
described by Calvin (Instit. I. 8, 1), although he had elsewhere 
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already (ibid. 7, 4 at beginning) laid down the premises of the 
unconditional belief in inspiration. If this unconditional belief 
in inspiration is, as a result, of doubtful value for interpretation, 
as a TrpoXruJ/Ls or presupposition it can only be deleterious. 


The belief in inspiration presents itself at the present day, it is Vagueness 
true, for the most part in a more moderate form ; human ele- em view of 

... inspiration. 

ments are admitted in Scripture ; textual criticism and the 
gramniatico- historical interpretation are not despised. But 
then, it is not easy to see what is to remain of the doctrine of 
inspiration ; for, if the view is once abandoned that the Holy 
Spirit is the auctor primarius of Scripture, and that the human 
authors are only his amanuenses, it matters very little whether 
the limits of the activity of the human understanding and will 
this activity having been once admitted be fixed somewhat 
wider or somewhat narrower, and all that is left of the dogma 
of inspiration is the view that the biblical authors wrote under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. But this view is of very 
trifling consequence for Scripture interpretation, and it avoids 
with difficulty the dualistic fundamental conception which hin- 

ders rather than furthers sound exegesis. This principle is, The prin- 

7.7 ciple to be 
in general, to be adhered to : that every presupposition winch adhered to. 

would in any way anticipate the exegetical result is inadmis- 
sible. 

The opposite requirement is, that Scripture interpretation be Freedom 

, . 7 ~ _c .^ . rni . ,. Al . from pre- 

entirely jree jrom presupposition. Ihe meaning of this re- supposition 

quirement is, that the sense of the Bible in its totality and in 

its single parts is to be conceived of as purely historical fact, 

to be ascertained in a purely historical way. The interpreter, 

accordingly, is to bring no opinion of his own to his work, but 

is to regard the writing to be interpreted, in its totality and in 

its parts, as an unknown x. So also, he is to hold himself 

altogether indifferent to the sense of Scripture whether this 

is true or not is no concern of his. It is perfectly true, cer- 

tainly, that the interpreter is to regard the sense of his au- 

thor as a historical fact, to be ascertained in a historical way. Elements of 

It is perfectly true that he is not to allow his subjective view. 
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opinion to influence the material of exeyetical inquiry. But 
whether such an attitude of the interpreter to his object as in 
general is abstracted from all presuppositions, and maintains a 
state of perfect indifference towards the object, is possible, and 
whether it is the right attitude, this requires investigation. Is 

Is it TIOS- it, indeed, possible for the interpreter of Homer to avoid all 
Bible? ... , 

presupposition with reference to the poet and his work, to 

leave even all subjective interest behind, to remain indifferent 
to the beauties of the Illiad and the Odyssey ? Is it possible 
for the interpreter of Plato to come to his author without any 
Is it right? presupposition and without any interest? Or, if it were even 
possible, could it be maintained as the right way ? Is such an 
indifferent attitude of the interpreter towards his author really 
conducive to the understanding of the author ? Certainly not ! 
How much less can this be the case with writings that address 
themselves far less to the empirical man, and which are directed 
towards that in man which men themselves usually rather 

Confusion hide from ! When freedom from presupposition is spoken of 
of views. . . . LL . L 

as a requisite of the interpreter, his deportment in Ins work 

and with reference to the material results to be attained, and 
his attitude towards the author and towards his writing in gen- 
eral, are usually confounded. With reference to the former, 
the interpreter must be free from prepossession, i.e. he must 
not allow his subjective opinions and desires to influence in the 
least his investigations, nor to determine the result. But with 
regard to the latter, a general interest in his author, and sym- 
pathy with him, are not only admissible, but an indispensable 

Compatibil- condition for the understanding of his thoughts. So also, it 
ityofthe . . . , . , , , , 

two require- cannot be maintained as might seem to be the case that 

this interest for the author and that freedom from prepossesion 
in reference to the immediate result of the exegetical investi- 
gation are incompatible, that these requirements contradict 
each other ; since if only this interest is pure, it will hear 
nothing else than the author, know nothing else than what he 
says and means to say. If only the interpreter has a right love 
for his author founded on esteem; this esteem and love impose 
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upon him that self-denial which abstracts him from his own 
thinking, and guards against attributing the same to the author ; 
as if the author were to be regarded as a teacher of the truth 
only under the condition that he says what it is desired that he 
should say, and nothing else. "We may sum up what has been 
said in this proposition : For the understanding of Scripture a principle 
loving interest is necessary, which manifests itself in willing- 
ness to hear the author himself, and nothing but the author. 

38. Principles of Interpretation. 

A tolerably old and much discussed question is : Whether Question 
7 rr 7 ,7. 7 stated. 

the scriptures are to be interpreted according to the same 

principles as any other book ? After the church had 
universally proceeded from the opposite view, it was Ernesti 
principally (see above, 28), who thoroughly proved that the 
means for the understanding of Scripture can be no other than 
those that are applied in the interpretation of any other book 
of antiquity. In opposition to this, then, the spiritualistic in- 
terpretation pre-eminently has again treated Scripture in an 
altogether exceptional manner, and even to the present day 
Ernesti's proposition seems to the " Bible Christians," * a pro- 
fane assertion. The question can be fundamentally answered 
only in concreto. 

a) The Scriptures are to be explained as any other writing The genera.' 

/ \ i ,,-,! principle. 

oj antiquity, since, a) as in every other ancient writing the 
Text is to be determined on the ground of critical evidence Text. 
and probable conjecture, which are grounded on a knowledge 
of the history of the Text. /3) As in all other writings we Grammar, 
are to make the grammatical sense our starting-point ; since 
language is common property, of which every writer avails 
himself according to his individuality, so here as there, the gen- 
eral grammatical rules are to be applied. y) As in all other Linguistic 
writings the meaning of the words must be determined according 
to the linguistic usage and the connection, and these two things 
form most important helps to the ascertainment of the verbal 
sense- 8) As in all other writings the connection is chiefly 

1 Bibelglaubigen. 
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tions UnC " conditioned by the conjunctions, and these express, as do also 
the prepositions, the same relations as in other Greek authors. 

ofthe verbs e ) '^ e same * s to ^ e sa ^ w ^ reference to the cases, the moods, 
and the tenses ; these are, as a rule, applied by the New Tes- 
tament authors not otherwise than by the so-called profane 
Idioms. writers. ) Even certain Greek idioms, as the employment of 
the Aorist Indicative in conditional protases and apodoses, 
where in German the Pluperfect Conjunctive [English Pluperf. 
Subj.] is placed ; the use of the Present Indicative in inciden- 
tal propositions, when the principal verb stands in a historical 
tense ; the use of attraction, etc., are, as a rule, the same in 
the Tew Testament authors as in the other Greek authors, and 
Intention are to be explained in precisely the same way. 17) As in all 
course. other authors, the sense of a passage, outside of the verbal 
sense, is conditioned by the connection and the intention of the 
discourse, and these are to be ascertained in the New Testa- 
ment according to no other rules than in other writings. 
Dialectic $) The dialectic and rhetorical forms are in general the same 
cai forms, in the New Testament as in other authors, and are to be ex- 
Coiiaterai plained in the same way. i) As with all other authors, the 
tion. knowledge of the time, of the country, and of the people of the 

author, and of the occasion of the preparation of his writing, 
is an important qualification for the understanding of the same. 
Composi- /c) Finally, the composition and the object of a biblical writing 
object. is to be ascertained according to no other methods than those 
employed in the case of other writings. The comparison of 
Scripture with other ancient literature is far from being an 
impious and profane treatment of Scripture ; it is rather a 
proof that one has a high appreciation for the author and his 
work, and takes pains with the latter. 

Special ap- &) But in fact, the interpretation of the New Testament 
p ica ion. wr jtings requires, on account of its special nature, besides these 
Language, common principles, a special attention and treatment : 1. On 
Textual account of the language ; since, a) even in Textual Criticism 
en icism. ^ e usua i procedure undergoes a modification, in as far as the 
emendation of the usual Text must be made not so much 


REVIEW OP THE EXEGETICAL METHODS. 97 

according to the correct Greek as according to the later He- 
braistically-colored Greek of the Hellenistic authors. /3) Just Hebraisms. 
this later and Orientally-colored Greek requires special atten- 
tion, in as far as the deviations of the same from the pure 
Greek, as also the consideration as well of that which is taken 
from the Hebraistic or Aramaic idiom as that which belongs to 

the specifically Christian element, is necessary. 7) Since, General 

1 J . , an d special 

further, from a linguistic point of view, as well with regard to usage. 

the general usage as with regard to the special linguistic usage, 
important variations occur, these also are not to be neglected. 
8) Although the sacred authors have thought more or less log- Logic, 
ically, and there is only one logic ; yet one is not to presuppose 
in them the accuracy and sharpness in their deductions and con- 
clusions, which we demand of an accurate author ; since even, 
with the Apostle Paul and with the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, who wrote most dialectically of all, inferences 
and conclusions are to be found, which we would not call logi- 
cally correct. e) Besides these, not altogether infrequent, Conception 
logical inaccuracies, the as it were unconscious conception 
of the world of the biblical authors exercises an influence upon 
their thinking ; by reason of which their forms of thought are 
not always to be measured by ours. So, e.g. their ideas of 
" heaven," " world," " spirit," etc., their conceptions of the influ- 
ence of God upon the world, and of the relation between God 
and. the world, are more realistic and sensuous than ours, and 
we must guard against importing into their expressions our 
more abstract ideas. This borders already on what belongs to 
their religion. 2. The other ground, on which biblical exegesis Religion, 
has to be distinguished from that of the other ancient authors, 
lies in the biblical and, more exactly, New Testament religion. 
a) Belief in one God, exalted above the visible world, holy, exer- Monothe- 
cising absolute dominion over the created world, and doing this * 
in righteousness and wisdom, pervades the biblical authors to 
such an extent, and so differences them from all so-called pro- 
fane authors, that the humanistic interpreter finds himself here 
placed upon quite another stand-point, and from this he must 
9 


ism. 
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God, the understand his author. B) Since God, according to the Scrip- 
universal ' ' c 
agent. tures, is the absolute subject, by whom, and for whose sake 

everything happens, little or nothing is said of the human or 
natural mediate causes of events, but so much the more of 
their absolute and personal ground, and all things are derived 
immediately from him ; therefore, the miracles, which from the 
biblical stand-point are properly no miracles, because as signs 
and acts of God they are in truth self-evident, and only in re- 
lation to men, who are astonished at them as at God's judging 
and saving acts, are they wonderful events. This peculiarity 
requires quite especially a capacity on the part of the inter- 
preter to transpose himself into this way of thinking, y) 

Jewish ex- Since this faith in God has been the peculiarity of a single 
clusiveness. _ _ ' 

people from ancient times, and as national faith or believing 

nationality or theocracy formed the ground of a profound 
antagonism towards other people, the biblical interpreter must 
know how to throw himself into this conception. Now national 
particularism is to a certain degree a presupposition with refer- 
Difibrent ence to all the peoples of antiquity, but the Israelitish-Christian 
th^Greeks particularism differs essentially from that of the Greeks and 
an omaua. j^ omans . f or while the one discriminates between Greek and 
Barbarian, the other between Civis Romanus and other nations, 
as if the former alone had rights ; the biblical, and so the New 
Testament, authors discriminate between Israel, as the people 
of God, and the heathen estranged from God and living in 
their own wisdom and according to their own choice (see on 
the one hand, Horn. iii. 1, 2 ; ix. 15 : xi. 21 ; on the other, 
Eom. i. 18-22 ; Eph. ii. 12). Not culture and civilization, 
but the relation to God forms here the ground of the difference. 
Prophecy. A special peculiarity of the Bible is prophecy as a conception 
of history, supported by the idea of the people and the king- 
dom of God, a relation of the present to the future, grounded 
in the divine pragmatism ; as a result of which a constant turn- 
ing to the future as a solution of the enigmas of the present, 
N. T. modi- and a redemption from the theocratic exigencies. In the New 
tioation. Testament this prophetic hope undergoes a modification in as 
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far as the Promised One has come, and the potentially mani- 
fested salvation henceforth only goes to meet its real and final 
fulfilment, a fulfilment to be hoped for only by means of 
hard conflicts and calamities. This expectation, partly of com- 
ing calamities, partly of the final decision and redemption, is a 
fundamental characteristic of the New Testament authors 
(Eevelation ; Matt. xxiv. 25 ; Luke xii. 33-53 ; xxi. ; 1 Thess. 
v. 1-11 ; iCor. xv. 51 f. ; Rom. xiii. 12 ; James v. 7, 8 ; 1 Pet. 
v. 7, 17 ; 1 John ii. 18 ; Heb. x. 37). "With this turning to the 
ideal future the conception of the transitoriness and the nothing- 
ness of present and visible things stands in the closest connec- 
tion. This evidently constitutes one of the greatest differences 
between the biblical conception of the world and of life, and 
that of the so-called profane authors ; so much the more 
pressing is the demand that falls upon the biblical student, to 
understand this conception of the world, and not to import 
those human-political ideas into the Bible nor to interpret the 
Bible according to these, e) Finally, what lends to all the New Jesus, the 
Testament writings their specific tendency and coloring is the 
still more or less fresh impression and the all-inspiring procla- 
mation of Jesus as the Messiah, of his life and death. He is the 
central point of the New Testament conceptions. Not only his 
sacred words and his wonderful deeds, but his sacred person- 
ality, his humiliation even unto death and his exaltation to the 
heavenly life, constitute the determining principle of the con- 
sciousness of the Apostles and their disciples. In connection 
with this, then, stands also the idea, foreign to all worldly liter- 
ature, of a holy and vicarious suffering and death. In this 
death also the universal biblical idea, that whosoever humbleth 
himself shall be exalted, finds its highest fulfilment. ) Ac- A living 
cordingly, the New Testament authors are conscious of a living 
nexus between the heavenly and the earthly, between them- 
selves and Christ, which is conditioned through the Holy Spirit 
and is a redemption from the present wicked world, a state of 
sonship to God, and of believing joyfulness, which rises above 
the temporal adversities and calamities (see especially Eom. 
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Which 
claim is to 
have the 
priority? 


viii. ; 1 John iii. 1-3 ; 1 Pet. i. 3-9). That objective central 
point of their thinking, and this subjective centre of gravity of 
their feeling, difference the New Testament authors so much 
from all earlier and contemporaneous authors, that without full 
consciousness of this difference there can be no understanding, 
and consequently no ideal interpretation of the New Testament 
books. 

c) Plow, now, is the demand, that the Scriptures be inter- 
preted as another book, related to the demand, that they be ex- 
plained under recognition of their difference from other books ? 
Which claim is entitled to the priority ? It will be remembered 
that Scripture interpretation is only a particular species of in- 
terpretation, and that the general principles of interpretatiou 
must take precedence of those that are a special modification 
or enriching of the same. If a question arises with reference 
to the exegetical procedure, to the common principles and rules 
the priority must be unconditionally yielded. Not as if the 
interpretation should be conducted first according to these gen- 
eral principles, and then according to the special considerations 
and principles ; but the exegete is rather throughout to proceed 
from these general principles, to make use of the special con- 
siderations only when these latter make a modification of the 
former really necessary. Does a question arise with reference 
to the end and aim of Scripture interpretation, whether it be 
a purely philological or a theological one ; special stress is to be 
laid upon the peculiarity of the biblical writings and the con- 
sequent peculiarity of the exegetical direction. 


j) The Exegetical Statement. 

39. Method and Order of Procedure. 

In general we must here refer to what has been said above 

( 7) on the exegetical impartation. The exegetical process 

in the case of a biblical book or section is essentially no other 

Importance than in any other ancient book, a) It is not enough that 

of a right .,..,,,., . . , ' . , . . 

order. every individual thing that is said be correct ; neither is it 
enough that every correct thing be said, but what is correct 
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must also be said in the right order, i.e. so that, as far as pos- 
sible, one thing may lead to another, and this be conditioned 
by that. The hearer must be so introduced into the essential 
parts of the investigation, that thereby he may be led step by 
step to the object, and may seem to have found this at the 
hand of the interpreter himself. The object to be attained is 
the understanding of the thought of the author. The inter- 
preter is, therefore, to begin with giving a brief synopsis of the Synopsb. 
contents of the passage to be explained, or if the passage in 
hand has been taken from the midst of a whole, he is to show 
the connection. If the passage to be explained is of consider- Connection 
able extent, then are the articulation and the grouping of the 
whole to be pointed out. Having now informed his hearers in 
this way, he may go on to the explanation of details. As, now, 
the first condition to this explanation is, that we have at hand 
as nearly as possible the ipsissima verba auctoris, the first thing Criticism of 
in order will be, in case the Text varies, to determine upon the 
correct reading. The second thing in order must be the ascer- Verbal 

CPflCQ 

tainment of the grammatical or verbal sense, where in the 
first place the construction or the organism of the sentence 
first of all the subject and predicate, then descending step by 
step, the subordinate parts of the sentence comes up for dis- 
cussion. More difficult expressions are to be explained accord- 
ing to linguistic usage and the connection. In the grammati- 
cal explanation the logical is naturally included. Archaeolo- Archaeol- 
gical, historical, and geographical matters are first to be ex- ' 
plained after the verbal sense has been determined ; whether 
the discussion is to be detailed or not depends on the difficulty 
and importance of the matter. Finally, on the basis of the 
verbal sense, of the logical and real explanation, the thought of Connection 
the author is to be so developed and illustrated, that the hearer of thou ht - 
may be put in a position, to think what the author thought, and 
to think it as he thought it. How rich and complete the exe- HOW much 
getical material is to be, which the interpreter is to impart, 
depends upon the hearers or the readers for whom his explana- 
tion is designed. Almost never will he parade the whole 
9* 


em- 
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apparatus of his own investigation, but will rather impart only 
what is essential to the securing of his aim. The method that 
begins with determining the sense, and then for the first time 
brings in the exegetical material, is to be unconditionally char- 
acterized as the inventive method, since in every case the 
result appears, as it were, to have been shot from a pistol, and 
the apparatus afterwards adduced, to be a superfluous ballast. 
Character The exegete's business is not to maintain, but to discuss and to 
dience. " prove. V) A. principal consideration with the exegete must 
The learned be the nature of his audience. If his explanation is designed 
for the learned, which will only be the case when the locus or 
section under consideration is difficult or disputed, or the explan- 
ations that have previously been given leave something essential 
still to be desired, the interpreter has much to presuppose as well- 
known and acknowledged ; but he must be so much the more 
exhaustive and thorough where the matter is disputed and he is 
Learners, conscious of being able to furnish something new. But if his 
explanation be designed for learners and students, the better 
the condition of the knowledge of his hearers is known the 
more successfully will he explain. To this he must accommo- 
date himself. In any case he cannot here presuppose so much ; 
he must here aim at a certain completeness, and especially 
must he show through his methods how exegesis is to be con- 
ducted, bringing out occasionally a hermeneutical rule or call- 
ing attention to a hermeneutical fault that happens to come 
Class exer- before him. If there are exercises of young exegetes before 
cises> teachers, it should be seen to that the most important exegetical 

materials be conscientiously used, that the exegetical judgment 
have been formed and be formed, that the one explaining 
select from the materials used or discovered for himself, and 
impart what is of importance. Exegetical talent is shown 
pre-eminently in this : that the judgment in individual matters 
is independent, and the whole explanation is thorough, clear, 
and transparent, c) Finally, the exegetical method is deter- 
Objectin mined through the object which one has in view. This may. 
view ' naturally, be either purely exegetical or it may be critical, dog- 
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nmtical, or practical. If the object be purely exegetical, the 
case is met by simply what was said under a). Is the object a Critical, 
critical investigation, the normal exegetical process undergoes 
a modification only in as far as the explanation has to hold in 
view that chiefly, which may throw light upon the question 
concerning genuineness, authenticity, and the like ; and hence, 
the principal attention is to be directed to the linguistic charac- 
ter, to the diction, to the historical marks, to the circle of 
thought, so far as this furnishes points of comparison. If, on Dogmatic, 
the other hand, the object be a dogmatic one, whether it be the 
ascertainment of the doctrinal idea of the given author or of 
part of the same ; or the biblical proof and grounding of a 
doctrinal proposition, the passages under discussion are to be 
first explained individually according to the verbal sense, the 
connection and the intention, and then they are to be compared 
with each other. The chief attention is to be directed to the 
intention of the author. If, finally, the object be a practical Practical, 
one, all learned apparatus should, of course, be dispensed with. 
At the same time it will depend upon the education of the 
hearers, how much or how little general knowledge is to be 
presupposed in them, how much or how little capacity for 
thought is to be expected of them. But whatever may be the 
degree of culture in the hearers, the practical interpreter must 
always direct his attention to the religious contents and kernel, 
must have had an inner experience of the relation thereof to 
human life, and must know how to present it clearly and im- 
pressively to others. Whatever may be the nature of the pub- 
lic for which the explanation is designed, and whatever may be 

the object of the explanation, the exeqete can never dispense Self-preps- 

,77 7 . . 7 . . 7 ration. 

wit/i, at least, what is essential to previous investigation of his 

own, viz. textual criticism, verbal explanation, explanation of 
the subject-matter, and logical explanation, together with reli- 
gious comprehension of the thought. 


PART II. 


THE 

SINGLE OPERATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURE 
INTERPRETER. 

2. The Criticism of the Text. 1 

I. General View. 

From the history of the New Testament literature, and 
especially from the history of the text we learn how, after the 
Mode of early loss of the autographs, the multiplication of manuscripts 
. was at first performed without diplomatic accuracy, but later 
passed through purging hands, which, however, aimed in no 
way merely at the restoration of the original. Involuntary 
oversights and true or supposed emendations on linguistic, 
dogmatic, or ritualistic grounds, found place and have so in- 
creased with time, that at last the number of variations 
amounted to many thousands. These are, indeed, in part only 
orthographical or, in general, not such as greatly to affect the 
sense; but in part they are essential, and of great impor- 

i The best helps for the textual criticism of the New Testament are : 
Tischendorf, Editio VIII. Critica Major (with Prolegomena of the Ed.VIL). 
This work furnishes abundant materials; though Tischendorf 's own opin- 
ions are not particularly valuable. In many instances he seems to follow 
almost blindly the readings of his darling Codex Sinaiticus ; Tregelles, 
New Testament, not so rich in materials as Tischendorf, but more 
trustworthy as a text; Scrivener, Introduction to the Criticism of the New 
Testament (2d ed.); Hammond, Textual Criticism applied to the New 
Testament; Gardiner, in the Bibliotheca Sacra for 1875, Art. Textual 
Criticism, since published in book form, and as an Appendix to his Greek 
Harmony of the Gospels. TK. 
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tan.ce to the sense. Had we only one manuscript which No absolute 

. norm. 

reached back nearly to the Apostolic or the post-Apostolic 
times, we should have simply to hold to this ; but such does not 
exist. We know that the oldest manuscripts which we possess 

date from the fourth and fifth centuries. Accordingly, ifc Monuments 

of the Text. 

would be important to have monuments of the text from ear- 
lier times. Such have been preserved in some old translations, 
as, e.g. in the Peschito, in the Egyptian translations, and in. 
the ancient Itala. 1 But, from the nature of the case, transla- 
tions are only mediate witnesses of the text of their time, to 
say nothing of the vitiating circumstance that translations them- 
selves, as especially the Itala, have come down to us in cor- 
rupted texts. The citations of those Church Fathers, that are Versions 

. . , , . , . , also corrupt 

more ancient than our oldest manuscripts, seem to furnish a 

more certain attestation ; but many of these citations are not 
verbally accurate ; only the exegetes among them, especially 
Origen and Chrysostom, have cited verbally. But already in 
those ancient times the variations are not unimportant. At the Most im- 
same time the ancient manuscripts, as the Vatican, the Sinaitic, 
the Alexandrine, the Cantabrigian, etc., are always of great 
weight, and where they agree among themselves, or where 
some principal codices are supported by still other testimonies, 
as by the Peschito, by the best Cocld. of the Vulgate, or by 
Origen, the reading is to be regarded as assured. 

2. Means of attaining to the Original Text. 

This is by no means frequently the case, however, but 
often the preponderance of testimonies is not decisive. On the 
other hand, it is of great consequence, if a reading is authenti- 
cated through testimonies of different kinds, as e.g. by Alexan- Witnesses 
drine, Constantinopolitan, and Western, or if one or two impor- 

1 Compare on the Versions the excellent Articles in Smith's Dictionary 
of the Bible, on the Aethiopic, Arabic, Armenian, Egyptian, Gothic, 
and Syriac versions, by TregeUes ; on the Latin versions by Westcott. See 
also the Prolegomena of Tiscliendorf and Tregelles to their editions of the 
Greek New Testament, and the works on Textual Criticism referred to 
above. References to all the valuable literature tip to the time of publica- 
tion, will be found in the Articles in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible refer- 
red to. TR. 
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tant manuscripts are supported by one or more versions, or by 

quotations from the Fathers. Yet even thus the desired certainty 

is often not attained, since the distinction between an Alexan- 

drine, Constantinopolitan, and Occidental text cannot be rigidly 

carried through, and since not seldom agreements stand against 

Critical agreements. Therefore, in most cases, critical conjecture is 

jec ure. j n< ji S p ensa |jj e . on jy tn j s mus t be based upon knowledge of the 

history of the text, and especially of the causes of the rise of 
false readings. The emendation of the text must, in a certain 
measure, be the reverse of the rise of the traditional (cor- 
rupted) text, i.e. the criticism of the text must draw from the 
readings at hand having regard to the influences which then 
contributed to the alteration of the text a conclusion upon the 
probably original reading. Upon the probably original read- 
ing ! since we are never to forget that we have to do here not 
with exact science, but in most cases only with conjectures 
or grounds of probability, and that the results of our efforts 
take in the whole scale of historical certainty even to the com- 
plete non liquet. The principles to be followed in this con- 
jectural criticism are set forth in Prolegomena or Excursuses to 
all critical editions from Griesbach to Tischendorf, and, indeed. 
Textual it is self-evident that the more, as well the apparatus as the 

Criticism a ..,,.,,, . . , . , , .,, 

progressive insight into the principles improves, the more accurately will 
science. j n fj ie brief guide to textual criticism, 


which we here give, these principles cannot be dispensed 

Involun- with. The corruptions of the text are, a) involuntary, i.e. 

tions. r such as have arisen mrough aberration of the eye or imperfect 

hearing ; here belong all kinds of errors of the pen, especially 

the permutations of ei and t, of at and e, etc., that arose 

through Itacism ; * also the oversights that have arisen through 

i By Itacism is meant the corruption and assimilation of the Towel 
sounds which certainly began not very long after the beginning of the 
Christian era, and which resulted in the assimilation of t, 17, v, et, 01, vi, 
as the continental i, and of e and ai as the continental 6. This system is 
seen in its full development in the ancient Syriac versions in the trans- 
ference of proper names, etc., and is that uow followed in Romaic or 
Modern Greek. The late Dr. H. B. Hackett was of the opinion that this 
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the Scriptio continua and the Hoinoioteleuton, the errors that 

have arisen from palaeographic causes, e.g. the confounding of 

and O, KC (/cupios) and KG (/catpos), etc. As examples of Examples. 

such involuntary variations we adduce only the following : Of 

those that have arisen from Itacism, Matt. xi. 26 (ercupois and From 

Itacism. 
erepot?) ; Matt, xxvii. 60 (fcaivw and KSVW) ; Rom. ii. 17 (el Se 

and tSe) ; 2 Cor. iii. 1 (et py and 17 py) ; 1 Pet. ii. 3 (xp^crros 

and Xpio-Tos). Of those that have arisen from Homoioteleu- From Ho- 

' ' > moioteleu- 

ton, the repetition of the first member of Matt. x. 23 : the ton. 

omission or transposition of 1 Cor. xv. 26 ; the omission of 

lv d/carac-rao-tats in 2 Cor. vi. 5. From palaeographic abbre- From ab- 

viation, the confounding of os and $eos 1 Tim. iii. 16, the con- 

founding of TO) Kvpto) SouXeuovres and T. Kaipa> 8ov\. in Rom. 

xii. 11, et al. Cf. for other examples, Eeuss, " History of the 

New Testament Scriptures," 364. In reference to these acci- 

dental corruptions scarcely any rules can be given, yet it is to 

be said that a meaningless reading must be regarded as a false Meaning- 

reading, and as having arisen through oversight ; that readings false. 

which yield indeed a sense, are yet to be regarded as exception- 

able, if they are supported by one manuscript only, or by few 

testimonies, and these of subordinate authority, b) Arbitrary Arbitrary 

alterations of the text. First of all it is to be observed that in 

the first centuries there was for a long time not that importance 

attached to the exact reproduction of the text as later, that, e.g. 

there was no hesitation about writing first in the margin, and incorpora- 

then incorporating into the text itself certain traditional ad- ginai read- 

ditions, as John v. 4 ; vii. 53 ; viii. 11 ; Mark xvi. 9 ff. ; as also ings ' 


glosses or liturgical formulae, or doxologies, the word ' 
and such like. Later, when the text came to be dealt with 
more accurately, the authority of the church had already be- 
come so great that such readings as were more favorable to the 
opinion and practice of the church were preferred and diffused, 

pronunciation represents more accurately than any other that followed by 
the sacred writers themselves; accordingly, he introduced it into his 
classes. So far as I can learn, however, this system has not met with the 
approval of scholars in general, and it is fraught with so many disadvan- 
tages that it cannot be recommended. TR. 
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at the expense of those that seemed rather to favor an heretical 
view ; although it is not to be denied that the heretics on their 

Harmony, side did the same. Very frequently, especially in the Gospels, 
differences are equalized in the interest of harmony, just as 
frequently inaccurate and free citations from the Old Testa- 
ment (the LXX) are made more conformable to the language 
of the LXX. And not in material points alone, but also in 
formal matters, the so-called emendations were undertaken, and 

Grammar, expressions that appeared to be bad Greek were replaced with 
more correct. 

3. The Most Important Critical Helps. 

This knowledge of the history of the text is, indeed, an indis- 
pensable condition of textual criticism; but it must be com- 
bined with the knowledge of the most important critical helps, 
Sources of and of their relative value. On this subject the Prolegomena 
n orma ion . Q (j^gg"^^ S c i lo i z? an( j Tischeudorf, as also the so-called 
hand-books of Isagogics give information. The necessity for 
the consultation and knowledge of these helps rests upon the 
fact, that in general no literary-historical investigation is pos- 
sible without knowledge and criticism of the sources. Again, 
it is not to be assumed, that a genuine reading has been entirely 
lost, and has not been preserved in some ancient witness or 
Mostimpor- other. But it is necessary in the mass of manuscripts and 
other witnesses, to know the most important, for which we 
refer to the helps mentioned above, and especially to the Pro- 
legomena to Tischendorf 's seventh critical edition. In these 
Prolegomena attention is called to the importance of the Codd. 
"Vatican-us (B), which however is defective from Heb. ix. 14 
onwards ; of the Sinaiticus (ft), the Alexandrinus (A), Eph- 
raemi (C), very defective, Cantabrigensis (D), for the Pauline 
Epistles also the Cod. Claromont. (D Paris.) ; then also to the 
importance of the most ancient versions as the Peschito, the two 
Egyptian, the Vulgate, of which Codd. Amiat. 1 and Fuldens. 
are the oldest and most important ; and, finally, to the citations 

i A good edition of the Cod. Amiati^ug, edited by Tischendorf, hac 
appeared. TR. 
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of Origen. But side by side with these most important critical 
attestations, there are others in no way to be neglected, and 
even the Minuscule [Cursive] manuscripts may be of value Cursives, 
for the support of a reading, 1 But, finally, it is indispensable 
to know the nature and the relative critical worth of the most 
important manuscripts, on which subject also the helps referred 
to contain what is necessary. We may only call attention here 
to the facts, that the Cod.Vaticanus, the most important of all, 2 
is free from a multitude of additions which most of the later 
manuscripts contain, and that in a linguistic point of view it is 
characterized by a certain preference for the Perfect (instead 
of the Aorist) ; that the Cod. Sinaiticus as regards the omis- 
sion of the later additions, as also in the majority of the read- 
ings, agrees with the Vat., but is disfigured by a host of errors 
of the pen. The Cod. Cantabrigensis, important for the Gos- 
pels and the Acts, and containing a very ancient and as yet 
inedited text, contains here and there peculiar additions, among 
which that to Luke vi. 4 is the most noteworthy. Codd. Vat. 
and Sina'it. have an important support in the fact that they very 
frequently agree with the citations of Origen. From these con- critical 
siderations we deduce the following critical rules : 1. No crit- rules - 
ical conjecture is admissible, that is not supported by at least 
one ancient attestation. 2. The most ancient readings, even 
if accredited by few attestations, deserve, as a rule, the prefer- 
ence over later readings, even though more strongly accredited. 
3. The more these readings are supported by attestations of a 
different kind (as Codices, Versions, and Fathers), or by testi- 
monies of different origin (as, e.g. Oriental and Occidental), 
the more assured they are. 

1 The MSS. noticed above NABCD, and many others are written in 
large characters like capitals, and ai-e called Uncials (uncia, an inch). This 
method of writing was gradually superseded by the Cursive, correspond- 
ing with the characters used in printed Greek texts. These Cursive MSS. 
though very late, are often valuable from the fact that they may have 
been copied accurately from a very ancient Uncial, and may, therefore, 
represent an earlier text than some of the later Uncials themselves. TR. 

2 This view was strongly contested by Tischendorf, who regarded the 
Cod. Sinaiticus as the most important of all. TB. 

10 
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4. The Critical Procedure! 

The critical procedure must, accordingly, consist partly in 
consultation and comparison of the attestations, partly in con- 
Conjecture, jecture to be arrived at by way of exegesis. The latter is the 
more necessary, the less decisive the external confirmation is. 
This may be seen first of all in those examples, in which inter- 
Uoimv. 7. polation can be proved with great probability. 1 John v. 7 
(" the three witnesses in heaven ") has against it all Greek 
Codd.,with the exception of three Codd. of the period from the 
eleventh to the sixteenth century, all ancient versions even the 
more ancient Codd. of the Vulg. (as particularly the Amiat. and 
the Fulcl.), all the Greek Fathers until in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and all the Latin Fathers to Vigilius of Thapsus. This 
unanimity raises the spuriousness of these words to absolute 
certainty, and makes all conjectural criticism superfluous. The 
interpolation arose in the Latin Church, probably in the sixth 
century ; Vigilius of Thapsus is the first who cites it, and 
thence it passed over into the more modern Codd. of the Vul- 
gate, and into several very late manuscripts, whence it was 
received into the editions of R. Stephanus and the Elzevirs. 
Had this interpolation a dogmatic ground, so especially the 
Matt. vi. 13. Doxology, Matt. vi. 13, proceeded from a liturgical ground. It 
is wanting in Codd. Vat., Siua'it., Cantabr., and several Minusc., 
in several Verss., as e.g. in the Vulg.(Codd. Amiat., Fuld., etaL), 
and in several Greek and Latin Fathers. Besides this, it is 
attested through scholia to many manuscripts, that these words 
are wanting in many ancient Codices. The spuriousness of 
this Doxology is, therefore, by so much the more indubitable 
as its rise is explicable. Far more important is the absence of 
Markxvi. Mark xvi. 9-20 in Codd. Vat. and Sinai't, to which is to be 

9 20 

added the fact that Cod. D. gives an entirely different and 
Cod. L. again still a different text of this section from the 
Textus Eeceptus. To this, moreover, we are to add the great 
host of variations that even those manuscripts contain, which 
have this passage in substantially the same form with the Ed. 
Becepta. Still further, Eusebius (Ad Marinum Ep A. Mai. 
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nov. collect. IV.), Jerome (Ep. ad Hedibiam, Ep. CXX.), and 
others, testify to the absence of this section in the most accurate, 
in the greatest number, of the Greek manuscripts. The oldest 
witness, who has this conclusion, is Irenaeus ; after him it is found 
in Codd. AC(D)EGHK(L)MS etc., and in the following 
Verss. : in the ancient Syriac Verss., the Coptic, the Vulg., the 
Gothic (which, however, is defective from vs. 12 onwards). It 
is accordingly not certain, but very probable, that this appendix 
did not proceed from Mark himself ; l on the other hand, it 
must be very ancient, and must date back at least into the 
second century. It owes its origin probably to a legend from 
the multiform history of the resurrection. A similar origin, it 
is in the highest degree probable, has the account of the adul- 
teress, John vii. 53 viii. 11. In the Codd. Vat. and Sinait. Johnvll. 
it is altogether wanting ; in A and C some leaves are wanting 
along here ; but from an accurate estimate it appears that it can- 
not have been contained in these. Still other MSS., as L and A 
(Sangall.), have instead of this an empty space. Many others 
which have the section, characterize it as doubtful. Among 
the versions, it is wanting in most manuscripts of the Peschito, 
in several of the Philoxenian, and in the Gothic. Finally, 
most of the Fathers pass over the section : Origen, Apollinaris, 
Theod. Mops., Chrysost., et al. On the other hand, the account 
is sustained by Codd. KM, and not a few others ; further by 
Rufinus, perhaps also already by Papias, if the notice of Euse- 
bius (Hist. Eccl. III. 39), eKre^etrat Se /cat aXXrjv IcrTopiav -Trepl 
yvvaiKo? eTTi TroXXats d/iapriats SiajSe/^A.T^ei'cnys rt TOV Kvpiov, rjv 
TO KO.& 'E/Spatous evayyeXtov Tre/ne^ei, has reference to this ; 
which, indeed, is doubtful, for the reason that the history 
to which he alludes is taken from the " Gospel according to 
the Hebrews." To these external grounds of doubt may be 
added two internal grounds, the disproportionate multitude of 

1 For an able defense of the genuineness of these verses, see BleeTc, 
Synoptische Erklarung, in loco. See also a monograph on the subject by 
Burgon, and an Article by Dr. J. A. Broadus, in the Baptist Quarterly for 
1869. TK. 
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variations and the un-Jbhannic language (liropevB^ opOpov vs. 
irpwi, A.aos VS. o^Aos, ypa/Ajuareis, SiSacrKaAe vs. Pa/3/3t, etc., and 
such forms of speech as /coA'cras eSiSacrKev O.VTOVS, Iva 

. . . , ets /ca0' et?, d^ro, rwv Trpta-fivrepwv ews 
/, etc.). But how can this section have conie here into 
the text ? Probably in much the same way as Mark xvi. 9 ff ., 
viz. as a piece of the still somewhat plastic Gospel tradition. 

John v. 4. The interpolation John v. 4 (of the angel at the pool of Beth- 
esda), which is not found in Codd. Vat., Sinait., Ephraemi 
(prima manu), 1 Cantabrig., and in several ancient versions, has 

Rom.viii.i. also a legendary origin. The case is different with Rom. 
viii. 1, where the editions of Stephanus and the Elzevirs read 
pr] Kara o-ap/ca TrepiTrarowiv, uAAa /caret Tn/vp.a. But these 
words are wanting in Codd. Vat., Sinait., Ephr. (prima manu), 
et al., and further in several versions. Codd. Alexandr. etClarom. 
(secunda manu), the Peschito, the Vulg., the Gothic, etc., have 
only fjt-rj /caret crap/ca TrepwraTOTxriv. Clarom. (tertia manu), Basil. 
and many others, have the whole addition. The addition is evi- 
dently a gloss, having its origin in the reflection that verse 1 
might be practically dangerous, if to the words ouSei/ apa vvv 
KaraKpifj,a a limitation were not added. Yet it might be that it 
was a mere oversight occasioned by a deviation of the eye upon 

Matt. v. 11. verse 4 (?). It is more uncertain whether i^evSo/Aei/oi in Matt. 
v. 11 is a mere gloss. Judged according to the grounds of in- 
ternal probability, it must be regarded as such, since it removes 
the moral stumbling-block of the briefer reading, as if every 
wicked, lying mouth were a joyful proof of our belonging to 
the kingdom of God. But since it is supported by the most 
important manuscripts, as the Vat., Sinait., Ephr., and many 
others, as well as by very ancient Verss., as both the Syriac and 
both the Latin, it is ventured to vindicate this reading. With 

Matt. v. 22. more ground is in Matt. v. 22 the word diaj, although very 
well attested by Codd., Verss., and Fathers, regarded as a gloss, 

1 Many of the most ancient MSS. have heen several times renewed 
(having faded) and corrected. Such experts as Tischendorf and Tregelles 
have been able by great diligence to distinguish the original MSS. from the 
corrections, and all of the latter from one another. TB. 
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since in addition to the fact that the shorter reading makes the 
impression of representing all anger as worthy of condemna- 
tion, whereas the longer reading removes this offence, CIK^ is 
wanting in Codd. Vat. and Sinait., et al., in almost all manu- 
scripts of the Vulg., also in Origen and some other ancient 
Fathers ; and some Greek and Latin witnesses say expressly 
that elKT} does not stand in the old and accurate manuscripts. 
This word is, therefore, with great probability to be regarded 
as a gloss. "What has been said is to be summed up in the 
following critical principles: 1) we are to hold every passage Critical 

,. . , -,-,.: , . , x . . , ... principle* 

to be a traditional addition, which a) is omitted or in a positive 
manner designated as doubtful by the oldest and most impor- 
tant witnesses ; if it (3) presents an extraordinary number of 
variations ; y) if it shows a break, interrupts the connection, 
or at least could be omitted without injuring the connection ; 
and if, again, 8) it shows a linguistic character deviating from 
that of the author under consideration. 2) A word or sen- 
tence is to be regarded as a gloss, if the expression under con- 
sideration, a) has not in its favor the oldest and best witnesses ; 
and if, indeed, it is expressly attested that it is not found in 
the oldest and most accurate manuscripts ; /?) if it removes a 
moral or dogmatic stumbling-block, and y) if it explains and 
alleviates a difficult thought. Therefore, in such a case, even 
with stronger external confirmation, the more offensive or harder 
reading is to be preferred to the inoffensive and easier. 

5. Additional Examples. 

Cf. further the variations in John vii. 8 and 1 Cor. xv. 51. JohnTii.8i 
In the first passage the words run according to the ordinary 
text : v/x,et? avd{3r]Te ets rrjv eoprrjv, eyco OVTTO) avajSaivw ets T. eopr. 
TOUT. This reading has exceedingly strong confirmation, since 
the passage runs thus in Codd. Vat., Basil., and most of the 
other Uncials ; and to these are to be added some manuscripts 
of the Vulg., the Gothic, Upper Egyptian, and other versions. 
But in Codd. Sinait., Cantabr., and some others, also in many 
versions, as in most Codd. of the Vulg., in the Lower Egyp- 
tian, in the Syriac according to Cureton, stands OVK ava/3aii/a> . . . ; 
10* 
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and this reading is also attested by Jerome, who mentions 
(Adv. Pelag. 2, 17), that Porphyry, supported by this passage, 
has accused Jesus of inconsistency ; further by Epiphanius and 
Chrysostom, who, however, cites the passage as if it read OVK 
avafiaCvu vvv . . . According to the reading OVK ava(3. the 
passage is very difficult, and the conduct of Jesus very enig- 
matical ; even the Fathers mentioned have striven to vindicate 
Jesus from, the appearance of wavering. How now would this 
difficult and offensive reading have arisen if ovirw had been the 
original ? On the other hand, the reading OUTTCJ is quite easily 
explained, precisely from the offence which the OVK ava(3. coll. 
lCor.xv.5i. with verse 10 must have occasioned. 1 Cor. xv. 51 runs ac- 
cording to the ordinary text thus : irdvres p*v ov Koip.-rjOrjo-otJ.e&a, 
Trai/res Se a/\Aayjo-ojne0a, which reading is confirmed by the 
Vat., Clarom. (by the second hand), and many others, also 
by both Syriac Verss., the Coptic, Aethiopic, Gothic, and by 
several ancient Fathers and exegetes. On the other hand 
(so Griesbach in the margin and Lachmann), the Codd. 
Sinaiit., Alexandr., Ephr., Boerner., have the passage in the 
following form : Travres /tev KOifJujOrjo-ofieOa, ou rravres Se aAA.a- 
yr)o-6fji.e6a, for which reading also many Fathers witness. Here 
likewise, now, the question arises : Which reading as to its 
origin is easier to explain ? Evidently the latter, since the 
former must be difficult and offensive, for the reason that the 
result seemed to contradict the words of the Apostle. That, 
furthermore, in order to remove this offence, there was much 
ado made about the correction, the many little deviations bear 
witness, of which the most important is, that Origen in the 
passage gives merely the words : Travres Koi^^crofiefla. Here, 
therefore, the Received Text (so also Tischendorf) has evidently 
the original. If in these passages the alteration of the text 
owes its origin to attempts to remove a religious stumbling- 
Geographi- block, there are passages where it has been attempted to re- 
toricai dif- move geographical or historical difficulties. The most familiar 
exam pl e i s John i. 28, which, according to the Ed. Elzev. 
ruma : TO.VTO. iv B^6ta/:?apa eyevero, according to some Uncial 
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manuscripts, several Verss., and Fathers. On the contrary, 
by far the most of the Uncials, and among them precisely the 
best, have B^aj/i'a, for which also, among others, both the Latin 
and both the Egyptian Verss. and several Fathers witness. 
Here, now, the great preponderance of the ancient Codd. would 
already give the preference to the latter reading ; but to this 
must be added still the decisive ground, that it can be shown 
with certainty how the former reading arose. Origen, namely, 
says (Tom. VI. 24) that it stands, indeed, in nearly all man- 
uscripts : roLvra kv 'ByOavia eyevero, but that he has visited the 
region, and found on the Jordan no place of this name, which 
is rather the well-known suburb of Jerusalem, but found indeed 
a Bethabara, and so, in his opinion, must it be read. Another 

passage of this kind is Matt. viii. 28 coll. with Mark v. 1, Luke Matt. viii. 

... -* r 7 -, -,. , -r. 28 coll. with 

vm. 26. Matthew reads according to the Kecepta Tepyecrnvuv. Mark v.i, 

v * i T, i TT i A. oT T, * Lukeviii.26 

a reading supported by several Uncials; on the other hand, 

Vat., Ephr, (prima manu), and other Uncials, also both Syriac 
Verss., the Vulg., and several Fathers have TaSaprjvwv (Sinait. 
Tatp.p-qvwv ?) The relation of testimony is otherwise in Mark, 
where Alexandr., Ephr., and the great majority of the rest of 
the Uncials read Ta8apr)vu>v, while Vat., Sinait., Cantab., and 
both Latin Verss. have Tepaar-rjvtov, and other witnesses Tepyeo-q- 
vS>v. In Luke the Textus Receptus, supported by a great num- 
ber of Uncials and some Verss., reads TaSapyvtav ; Vat., Sinai't.. 
Cantab., both Latin Verss., the Upper Egyptian Vers., and 
the Philoxenian have Tepao-rjvtav, very much the same wit- 
nesses in Luke as in Mark have Tepyev-qvuv. In Mark and 
Luke the reading Tcpacrrjvwv appears to be critically assured, 
while Tepyecnqvuv appears to have arisen from the geographical 
notice of Origen, that the place of the occurrence cannot be 
Gadara, because there is no sea in the neighborhood of this 
place ; while Gergesa is an ancient town on the sea of Gen- 
nesaret, and has a precipice from which the swine could hurl 
themselves. Tepyecryvuv must accordingly be regarded as a 
correction, while Tc&aprjvwv and Tepacnjvfav are more original, 
but perhaps attributable to ignorance on the part of the very 
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Incorrect 
citation. 


Mark i. 2. 


ancient copyists. It is a difficulty that the author of Matthew, 
who was presumably familiar with the country, has the geo- 
graphically incorrect, but critically assured, TaSaprjvlav. But 
we know not how our canonical Matthew is related to the 
original Hebrew [Aramaic] Matthew, whose author was, at 
all events, familiar with the country. At other times the varia- 
tion is occasioned by a really or apparently incorrect citation. 
An example is Mark i. 2. Here the Received Text, supported 
by the great majority of Uncial manuscripts, some versions, 
and by Iranaeus, reads : /ca^ws yey/oaTTTat kv TOS Trpo^Tjrats. 
On the other hand, Codd., Vat., Sinait., Cantabr., and other 
Uncials, as also the majority of the ancient versions, and 
several Fathers have : ev (TO>) 'Hcrata TW Trpocjj^rr]. But now 
the passage : " Behold I send my messengers before thy face," 
is found not in Isaiah but in Malachi (iii. 1), as already Euse- 
bius, for instance, saw. Since now it is not at all clear how 
the reading, ev T. 'Ho-. TO> ?rpo(. could have arisen and have 
found its way into precisely the best Codd., if iv rots 7rpo$. had 
been the original reading, the latter must be regarded as a cor- 
rection. Just such is the case with the incorrect citation in 

Matt.xxvii. Matt, xxvii. 9 (TO p-rfdev Sia rov Trpo^TOv 'le/oe/uou), since the 
passage stands not in Jeremiah, but in Zechariah (xi. 13). 
Nevertheless, the reading Sta rov 7rpo<. 'lepeju/ou is so abun- 
dantly attested, that Textual Criticism is obliged, indeed, on this 

Mark ii. 26. account to give it the preference. A similar case is Mark ii. 
26, where the reading ri *A/3id6ap dp^tepeos, confirmed by the 
most and the best Codd., is a historical mistake, since according 
to 1 Sam. xxi. 1, this event in David's life took place not under 
the high-priest Abiathar, but under Ahirnelech. The very 
weakly confirmed variations of this passage must, therefore, be 
regarded as corrections of a few copyists. But there occurs also 

Actsxiii.83 a case in which the citation is only apparently defective, and is 
corrected from ignorance ; so Acts xiii. 33. Here, namely, the 
passage, Ps. ii. 7, according to Cod. Cantabr., Origen, Tertullian 
(Adversus Marcionem, 4, 22), Hilary, Jerome, and Cassiodorus, 
wno testify at the same time that Ps. i. and ii. were embraced 
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in one, is introduced with the words o>s KOL ev T<3 Trptorw \f/d\p.(p 
yeypaTTTai. The reading of the ordinary text iv TO> Seurepw is 
to be regarded as a correction, although it is supported in part 
by the most important manuscripts. What has been derived 
from the consideration of the foregoing examples may be 
summed up in the following principles : 1) Of two or more read- Principles. 
ings, that is to be rejected which betrays an attempt to remove 
a difficulty, and that to be held as genuine which presents the 
difficulty. 2) This rule is to be observed even if the presumably 
correct reading has the preponderance of critical testimony 
against it. 3) Yet also a reading betraying the hand of a cor- 
rector can be decisively rejected as such, and a reading on in- 
ternal grounds held to be genuine can be really set forward as 
such, only if this latter is supported by at least one, or still 
better, by some testimonies, and that too of different kinds. 

6. Corruptions for the Sake of Harmony, 

A frequent cause of the corruption of the text was the striv- 
ing after harmony, whether among the Evangelists or between 
the Old Testament citations and the LXX. As regards the 

harmony that was sought between the New Testament parallel New Test. 

parallels. 
passages, we avail ourselves for illustration of the following 

examples : Luke xi. 4 coll. with Matt. vi. 13. Matthew, as is Lukexi. 4 
well-known, concludes the Lord's Prayer with the words dAAo. Matt. vi. 13 


17/u.as, etc. Just so, according to the ordinary text, reads 
Luke, and this reading is attested with extraordinary strength, 
being that of (among others) Codcl. Alexandr., Ephr., Cantabr., 
Basil., and many versions. But Codd. Vat., Sinait., together 
with some cursives, omit these words and have the Prayer only 
to eis Treipa.crp.ov, and what gives greater weight to these wit- 
nesses is the fact that Origen twice expressly says that the 
words a\\a pvcrai ^//.a? are omitted by Luke. Jerome and 
Augustine bear the same testimony. It cannot be seen at all 
how these words, if original, could have been omitted ; on the 
other hand, it is very easy to see how a striving for conformity 
could have interpolated this addition. Accordingly, this read- 
ing, despite the excellent confirmation, is to be regarded as 
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spurious. We have here, moreover, again a proof that among 
the Uncial manuscripts Cod. Vat. (together with the Siuait),is 
Johnxix.14 often almost alone in giving the genuine reading. See further 
Mar'kxv.25. John xix. 1 4 coll. with Mark xv. 25. John says after having 
mentioned that Pilate took his place on the seat of judgment 
for the purpose of pronouncing his judgment on Jesus wpa 
?jv d)s e'/cTi;, and this reading is attested by Cocld. Vat., SinaTt., 
Alex., and many other Uncials ; further by both Latin, both 
Egyptian, and both Syriac versions, as also by many Fathers 
and ancient scholia. But this now appears to be in flagrant 
contradiction with Mark xv. 25, where after the mention of the 
crucifixion it is said, rjv Se &pa rpir-r]. The contradiction re- 
mains, even if we suppose that the one statement rests on the 
Roman, and the other on the Jewish method of computation. 1 
If, therefore, some few Uncials, e.g. Cod. Sangall., also Euse- 
bius, in the Chronicon and in the Ep. ad Marinum, read : 
wpa rfv o)s rpLrrj, we must regard this as a variation for the sake 
of conformity ; yet the observation of Severinus of Antioch 
(Ed. Mai IV. 209), is worthy of notice, that the difference 
arose from the confounding of the single T with the Aeolic F. 
The otherwise interesting notice of Eusebius, that the auto- 
graph of John's Gospel, which in his time was preserved and 
exhibited at Ephesus, read rpirt], stands too much isolated, and 
rests merely on the mediate testimony of Severinus of Antioch. 
Gal. a. 6. Here also belongs, perhaps, Gal. ii. 5. Here Cocld. Vat., 
Sinait, Alex., Ephr., and other Uncials, further both Syriac 
versions, the Vulg., the Gothic, also very many Fathers, both 
Latin and Greek, read: ois ouSe 777309 wpav ei'a//.i/. On the 
other hand, ovSe is omitted by Cod. Clarom., by Iranaeus, 
Tertullian, and Codd. in Jerome. In Jerome's time, in general, 
most of the Greek manuscripts seem to have read ovSe; most 
of the Latin to have omitted it. How, now, could it happen 
that a variation arose which said precisely the contradictory of 
the original ? It could be said on exegetical grounds against 
the genuineness of ovSe, that after it had been said (v. 3) 
1 Of. Godet, TholucJc, and Meyer in loco Job. TR. 
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dAX ovSe TITOS . . . rp/ayKaa-Oif] TrepiTfJiijdrjval what follows is 
connected with Se, and requires as a counterpart a positive 
proposition. But such were not at all, as a rule, the grounds 
and considerations according to which the ancient copyists and 
correctors proceeded. Rather, it was either regarded as more 
suitable to the situation, to suppose that Paul momentarily 
yielded (see Tertullian Adv. Marcionem, V. 3), or an incon- 
sistency was found in the fact that Paul, according to Acts xvi. 
3, circumcised Timothy for the sake of the Jews present ; and 
now, in similar circumstances, has not yielded to those who 
desired the circumcision of Titus. Through the omission, then, 
of oSe the inconsistency is completely removed, not, to be sure, 
to the advantage of the intention of the whole passage, in 
which the Apostle evidently means to show that he has main- 
tained his independence over against his Jewish -Christian 
opponents. That the Se (vs. 4) requires a positive antithesis is 
indeed no constraining ground, since to say nothing of the fact 
that Se here may be merely metabatic, there is no lack of 
examples, especially in Paul, where after a negative proposition 
the antithetical Se again stands at the head of a negative pro- 
position ; so Rom. iv. 20. But we find not only a striving for 
conformity of the subject-matter, but also for verbal conform- 

ity. Cf. Mark i. 16 with Matt. iv. 18. The passage in Mark Marki. 16; 

T j ,1 T-IT T-II i -n- ov \ \ Matt. iv. 18. 

according to the Ed. Elzev. runs thus : TLepnra.Twv oe Trapa. 


OaXacrcrav T^S TaXtXatas. So read many Uncial manuscripts, 
especially Alex., Augiens., Sangall., and some versions. On 
the other hand, in the Vat., Sina'it., Cantabr., and many Cur- 
sives, in both the Latin, the Coptic, Gothic, and other versions, 
it is /cai Trapdyw . . . Since now the former reading agrees 
verbally with the passage in Matthew, which is critically estab- 
lished, the rise of the latter reading would be inexplicable, if 
TrepiTraraJv Se were the original. See further, Mark iv. 6 com- Mark iv. 6 
pared with Matt. xiii. 6. The Ed. Elzev. has the passage in Matt."' 1 
Mark, thus : -fjXlov Se draTei'AaKTos . . . , which reading is sup- 
ported by Codd. Alex., Basil., Aug., and a great number of 
others, and agrees with Matt. xiii. 6. Therefore, the reading 


. XIII. ( 
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presented in Codd. Vat., Sinaifc., Ephr., Cantabr., KO.I ore 

avTL\v 6 77X10?, is to be regarded as the more original, not 

merely by reason of the weight of the testimonies, but also by 

reason of the non-agreement with the passage in Matthew. 

Mark H. 7 The case is somewhat more complicated with Mark ii. 7, 

Matt. ix. 3 because here, not onlv Matt. ix. 3, but also Luke v. 21 is to be 

and Luke v. n _ __ " . . ... T n . . T , 

21. compared. In Matthew it is said : OOTOS pAao-Q-qpeL, m Luke 


TI'S ecrTtv OUTOS, os XctXet ySXacr^jU-tas ; both these conceptions 
seem to have flowed together in Mark. Hence the wavering 
here between XaXel fi\a<r<j>r][ua's (Codd. Alex., Ephr., Basil., 
Aug., and several versions), and TIOVTOS ovrws AaXei; /SAaax^fia 
(Vat, Siiiait., Cantabr. ; Verss. Vulg., Copt., et al.), in which 
no internal ground is decisive for the one or the other reading, 
and the external testimonies also are divided, unless we follow 
the often confirmed authority of the Cod. Vat. 

7. Old Testament Citations and the LXX. 

Almost oftener still it occurs that Old Testament citations, 

which are frequently merely citations from memory or are 

otherwise inaccurate, are made to conform to the original 

LXX Text passage (i.e. to the LXX). Here, of course, circumspection is 

corrupt. necessary, because the text of the LXX is exceedingly corrupt, 

and not seldom, conversely, the Old Testament passage under 

consideration has been assimilated to the New Testament cita- 

tion. Yet in the following passages, e.g. the critical judgment 

Luke xxjii. can hardly be doubtful ; Luke xxiii. 46 coll. with Ps. xxx. 6 

Ps. xxx. 6 (LXX). The words of Jesus run according to the ordinary 
(LXX). ,/ n , \ ~ / T 

text : ets p(etpa<; crov 7rapac7i)cro/x.at TO Tn/eu/xa jLtou, a reacting sup- 

ported by a considerable number of manuscripts. On the other 
hand, the Vat., Sinait., Alex., Ephr., and not a few others, have 
Trapart^e/xat . . . , for which the weight of testimony, as well as 
the deviation from the LXX, bears favorable witness. See 


Eom. ix. 27 further, Rom. ix. 27 coll. with Isa. x. 22, where the 

Isa.'x. 22. deviating from the LXX, but supported by Codd. Vat., Sinait., 

Alex., is certainly to be preferred to the ordinary reading 

KoraAet/t/Aa, from the fact that no manuscript of the LXX reads 

Rom. ix, 33 {nroXei/A/xa. A precisely similar case seems to be Rom. ix. 33 coll. 
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Isa. viii. 14. The Ed. Elzev., namely, has the passage in Romans coll. with 

Isa. viii. 14 
thus : . . . /cai Tras 6 -TTLCTTe.vwv in aura) ov KaTatcT^ui/^^creTai, with- 


out Codd. of great weight, but confirmed by theVulg., Philoxen., 

and other testimonies. But Codd. Vat., Sinait., Alex., Clarom., 

and several Fathers have the passage without Tras. The im- 

portant testimonies for the latter, as well as the non-agreement 

with the LXX, condemn the former reading as a correction 

for the sake of conformity with the Old Testament passage. It 

is to be observed that in Eom. x. 11 where this passage is 

quoted, Tras stands without variation. Yet, we must not forget Considera- 

to consider whether or not the author in question was accus- author's 

tomed to cite accurately, as was the author of the Epistle to usage- 

the Hebrews ; in the former case the principle is not uncon- 

ditionally applicable. What has been said in this paragraph 

may be summed up in the following rules : 1) First of all, we Kales. 

are to ascertain with care, whether the variation may not be a 

mere error of a copyist, or an error to be explained on palaeo- 

graphical grounds, or otherwise accidental; if, on the other 

hand, the change is probably an arbitrary one, 2) the principle 

must be applied, that if in a parallel passage two or more read- 

ings are found, of which the one is more like the original pas- 

sage, the other more unlike, the more unlike is to be regarded 

as the more original. Yet, in this we must inquire, a) whether 

the passages are really parallel ; /3) whether the more unlike is 

supported by one or several respectable witnesses, and y) 

whether the author under consideration is accustomed to cite 

freely according to the LXX, as was Paul, or to cite accu- 

rately according to this version. 

8. Grammatical Corrections. 

More frequently the variations find then: explanation in 
grammatical corrections or in attempts to remove linguistic 
difficulties. Examples are : Matt. v. 28, where the reading of Matt. v. 28. 
the Ed. Elzev. irpos TO eTn&yx/Jjo-ai O.VTYJS is a correction of the 
barbarous, but original TT/DOS T. eVi<9. avTrjv ; Matt. xv. 32, where Matt. xv. S3 
the difficult and incorrect construction on ySr) yj^ipai rpeis -n-poo-- 
/not has been changed into . . . ^epas rpets. ... In 
11 
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Mark ix. 26. Mark ix. 26 on account of the neuter subject 7n>e9|U.a(seevs.25) 
the original K/aafas and cnrapdgas has been corrected into Kpa.av 

Luke xxiii. and (nrapd^av. A similar case is Luke xxiii. 63, where on 
account of the neuter object cru>p,a (v. 52, coll. 1st Hemist. v: 
V. 53) the original avrbv, which is put ad sensum ('Lyo-ow) , has 

John vi. 9. been changed into awo. John vi. 9 stands in the received text 
iraiSdpiov Iv o e^ei . . . , a correction of the original os . . . In 

John xvii. John xvii. 2 and 3 the Subjunctives Swcry and ywucnctotm/ seem 

. o 

to be corrections of the incorrect use of the Indicative after 
Iva, peculiar to the later Greek. Yet it is to be observed with 
regard to the latter passage, that Cocld. Vat. and Sina'it., which 
otherwise so often, especially when they agree, have the correct 
reading, also read Swcny and yii/wovcuoni/. This is the more 
remarkable from the fact that nearly the same witnesses that 
Gal. ii. !. have here the Subjunctive, read in Gal. ii. 4 Iva ^/m? /caraSou- 
1 Cor. iv. 6. A.wcrowo'. On the other hand, 1 Cor. iv. 6 has Iva pr] . . . 
<f>v(TLovcrde, without variation. With reference to the' passage 
in John, there must be still some doubt whether Scuo-ei and 
jfLvwo-Kovo-Lv were the original writing. 

Linguistic The efforts of the correctors were also directed to the remov- 
,P 11 cb. . mollification of certain linguistic asperities. See Mark 


Markiii.io. iii. 16; here the ordinary text, supported by a host of good 
witncssess, has K. cTreOyKev r<3 2//x,wvt ovop.a Zlerpov ; but this 
looks very like an alleviation of the reading presented by Codd. 
Vat., Siua'it., Ephr , eTreOrjKev ovopa TW 2t)u.cuvt Herpov. This is 
so much the more probable, from the fact that some witnesses 

Mark ix. 23. contain also other supposed emendations. In Mark ix. 23, TO 
ei Svv-rj appears at first sight peculiar, and yet it is confirmed by 
the three oldest manuscripts. We have, therefore, ground for 
regarding the unusually well-attested reading of the Ed. Elzev., 
TO et 8vvy (Swacrat) 7rto~Te ? crat as an alleviating explanation. In 

Mark ii. 7. the same category also belongs, perhaps, the passage, Mark ii. 
7. already cited, where the reading of the Ed. Elzev. ri OUTOS 
AaAet/3Aao-<?7/uas is an unmistakable alleviation of the genuine 
reading TL OVTO<; OUTCOS AaXet; ftXacr^p.u. Most familiar and 

Sal ii. B. most unmistakable of all is the fact, that in Gal. ii. 5 the omis- 
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sion of ots by some ancient witnesses is an alleviation, since 
by reason of the ots the construction is difficult and anacoluthic. 
Of the genuineness of the ots, the external confirmation and the 
ground just given leave not the slightest doubt. From what has 
been said the following rules may be deduced : 1) Every read- Eules. 
ing that has the character of a correction or an alleviation is at 

O 

least doubtful, and the more incorrect and more difficult bar- 
ring evident transcribers' errors are to be preferred. 2) 
The probability advances to certainty if the harder reading be 
supported by the oldest and most important manuscripts. 

9. Changes for Ecclesiastical Reasons. 

Finally, we may observe still another cause of the alteration 
of the text, viz. it might happen that a passage presupposed a 
custom or a notion that appeared to be antagonistic to a notion 
or a custom of the later church. In such cases it was sought 
through a little change or omission to remove the antagonism, 
and to make the passage conform to the custom or opinion of 
the dominant church. Cf. Matt, xxviii. 19. Most editions Matt.xxvifl 
read fj.a6rjTeiio-a.TG iravTa TO. eOvrj, /3a.7rrioi'Tes avrov? . . . sup- 
ported by Codd. Sinait., Alexandr., and a great number of 
others, as well as by both the Latin versions and some Fathers. 
On the other hand, Vat. and Cantabr. read ySaTrrttrai/Tes, doubt- 
less on the ground that after the third century infant baptism 
became common. See further, the already cited passage iCor. iCor.xv.5L 
xv. 51, where the reading wavers between Trai/res (p-e-v) ov Koijj.r]- 
dr)o-6[j.e6a, mii/res Se dAAayjycro/Ae^a and Traires p-ev Koifj.rj6-rja-6p.fda, 
ov Travres Se dAXay^cro/Ae^a. The former reading, as the un- 
doubtedly original, sprang from the expectation on the part of 
the early Christians of the speedy Parousia, which subsequent 
experience contradicted ; hence the change. It is less certain 
whether in Matt. i. 25 the omission of the word TT/DWTOTO/COI/ Matt. i. 25. 
belongs to this category. The omission is, of course, very much 
to the interest of the church, in removing what might be pre- 
judicial to the constant virginity of Mary. Yet it may be 
urged as a consideration against the genuineness of the Trpw- 
TOTOKOV, that the omission is confirmed by Codd. Vat., Sinait., 
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and Dublin. We may sum up the contents of the paragraph 
Bules. in. the following propositions : 1) Of two readings, of which 
the one is opposed to the later custom or opinion of the church, 
the other agreeing with it, the former has the probability of 
genuineness on its side. 2) This probability, however, amounts 
to certainty only if it is confirmed by the oldest and most im- 
portant testimonies ; but if this is not the case, the weaker the 
support of the reading in question is, the more doubtful must 
be the critical judgment. 

IO. Collective Result. 

The collective result for the critical procedure is the follow- 
Text ing : a) As a rule the ascertainment of the right reading 

Criticism to ' . . . 

precedes precedes all exegesis ; but this rule admits of exceptions, as 

PX62T6S1S 

often as this ascertainment is difficult, and is conditioned in 
part by internal grounds of linguistic usage and of the connec- 
Externai tion. Z>) The critical judgment must always be built as well 
andinternai upon the relative value of the external attestations as upon 
11 grounds of internal probability ; for cases in which these are 
mutually contradictory no general rule can be laid down, c) 
Antiquity As regards the value of external testimonies, antiquity and 
tance. importance, especially if they are of different origin and differ- 
ent kind, is to be preferred to multitude ; yet even the oldest 
Internal manuscript is no infallible authority, d) With regard to the 

grounds. . 1 11 

internal grounds, everything may be summed up in one prin- 
ciple : The original reading is that from which the rise of the 
others can be explained. 

2. The Grammatical Explanation. 
d) The Character of the New Testament Language in general. 

Cf. Berriliardy, Grundriss der Griechischen Literatur. I. 432 ff. 

Winer, Grammar of the Idiom of the New Testament (Prof. Thayer's ed.). 

Alex. Buttmann, New Testament Grammar (Prof. Thayer's ed.). 

[Prof. James Haclley ,The Language of the New Testament, in Smith's Dictionary 

of the Bible (Am. ed.). 
Alex. Roberts, Discussions on the Gospels]. 

II. General Discussion. 

Referring, as we do, for the details to the works cited above, 
we may here be content with the most essential observations. It 
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is well-known, that the Greek language was of old divided 

into various dialects, but then, through the intellectual blooming Dialects. 

of the country, especially of Athens, had attained to such a 

perfection and delicacy as no other language ever did ; but that, 

in consequence of the Macedonian conquest, it lost much of its 

delicacy, and that then was formed a composite language, of 

which indeed the Attic dialect formed the basis, but in which 

elements of other dialects also, especially of the Macedonian and 

the Alexandrine, were combined. Thus was formed a general General 

. literary 

literary language (SiaAe/cros Koivrf) in which Polybius, Dio- language. 
nysius of Halicarnassus, Diodorus Siculus, Dio Cassius, Aelian, 
Herodian, and others wrote. Besides the Atticisms, lonicisms, 
Doricisms, and Aeolicisms, the SidAe/cros Koivrj shows still the 
following peculiarities : a) Words that occur seldom or only Peculiar!- 

"f"ip^ 

in poetical discourse in the old Greek now become more p oe ticai 
common, and pass over into plain prose, as e.g. ^O-OVVKTLOV, 
, to moisten, !cr0co for eo-^tco, and others. 6) 


"Words long in use receive another form, as dj/a0e/m for avd6r]ij.a, Change of 
yevecrta for yeve$Aia, efCTraAcu for iraXai, x$es for e^es> ixecria 


for i/cereta, ^ucr^aTroSoom for /ucr^oSoo-i'a, [j.ov6(f>da\fj.os for ere- 
pO($aA/^os, voi)0eo-ta for vcru$enjcris, oVraom for oi^ts, jj opKOfj.ocria 
for ra opK., o TrXrjcrLov for o TreAas, iroTa?ro9 for TroSaTros, etc. 
Especially frequent become verbal forms in -tw, in -o> pure 
instead of in -/u (e.g. 6/Wo) instead of o/wv/u), formed from 
the perfect, as OT^KU), substantive in -/m. c) Words entirely New words, 
new, mostly words formed through- composition, make their 
appearance, as avriAurpov, aXeKTOpocfxavia, a7roKe<aAi'o), a-yaOo- 
Troteo), a?x/x,aAcoTeija>, vux&r]^pov, o-tro/ierptoi/, et al. d ) Words New mean. 
long familiar and current receive new meanings, as dva/cAtVetv wordsf 
and avamTTTCLv to recline at table, aTro/cpt^vat to answer, 
ai to take leave, Scu'/xwv or 8at/xdvtoi/ evil spirit, 
to thank, v\ov tree, TrapaKaAetv to pray, o-reyeiv to 
endure, to bear up, cfrOdveiv to come, to arrive, xP r Jf JI - aT ^ eiv to be 
called, ^ay/,i'eu/ to eat, to nourish, et al. In a grammatical point 
of view the following may be observed, a) Inflections of nouns Peculiar 
and verbs occur which at an earlier period were either entirely mflectlona 
11* 
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unknown or peculiar to a single dialect, e.g. the Doricism a 
for afalvrai, the Aeolic optative ending in -a, the ending of the 
second person of the Present and Future Passive and Middle in 
Infrequency - instead of in -77, etc. b) Infrequency of the use of the Dual, 
as e.g. Swri instead of SVOLV. e) Infrequency of the employ- 

Bareness of ment of the Optative. (In the Johannean writings it does not 
Optative. 

occur at all), d) The construing of certain verbs with other 

Change of Cases, especially with the Accusative, as emOvpelv -n instead of 
TWOS, <o/3ao-0a6 dTro instead of VTTO and Accusative et al. e) 


Weakening The weakening of Iva in the formulae, 0e\o> iva, Xeyw tva, a 

?j/a, and many others, f) Use of the Subjunctive instead of 
vs 1 . Optative the Optative after Preterites, etc. A still greater degradation 
'Iva with in- of the language finds place in the construction of tva with the 
Indicative, and not with the Future only, but even with the 
with Present Indicative, of crw with the Genitive, the confounding 


of the Cases and Tenses, etc. The latter peculiarities do not 
occur, however, in authors of Greek nationality, nor in educated 
authors. 

12. Literary and Popular Language. 

A difference often overlooked, but which should not be over- 

looked in the New Testament writers, is that between the 

chan^cfm* ^ erar y an ^ the popular language. If already in the native land 

for ^ a ners f ^ ^ e ^ ree ^ language such a difference may have found place, 

this must have been the case in a still higher degree, in coun- 

tries whose national language was not originally the Greek. 

Many modern analogies could be adduced. That thus a dete- 

rioration of the language, at least in relation to form, must 

enter, is self-evident. Yet this popular Greek may be viewed 

Normal from another point of view also as a normal simplification. 

tion. While the literary language, under the influence of philosophic 

culture, had gained the form that it then had, the popular 

language remained nearer to the na'ive simplicity. This appears 

especially in the psychological terminology, in as far as the 

popular language remained foreign to the spiritualistic distinc- 

Sourcesof tions. Since, now, the New Testament writers drew their 

Greek. e8 ' Greek not from Aristotle, Polybius, in general not from Greek 
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literature, but first of all only from tlie popular language and 
from the Alexandrine version of the Old Testament, their lan- 
guage is to be judged not according to the usage of the classical 
authors, but according to the latter sources. Yet there is a dis- Differences 

, ,.,..-,, . .in individ- 

tinction not to be overlooked between the individual writers, in uai writers, 
that Luke and the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews seem 
not to have been entirely strangers to the Greek culture of their 
time. Cf. Zetzschwitz, Profangracitat und biblischer Sprach- 
geist, 1 pp. 24 ff. 

13. Influence of Shemitic Contact. 

Through the Macedonian world-dominion the Greek lan- 
guage spread itself over countries and peoples whose languages 
bore no relationship with it. This was especially the case with 
the Shemitic peoples. The Greek universal language must, Aramaic 
therefore, receive among these peoples an Oriental, and among N. i\Greek 
the Jews more definitely, a Hebrew-Aramaic coloring? Here 
also, referring to the works mentioned above, we present only 
what is more essential. What is usually understood by New 
Testament Hebraisms is of various kinds : these are a) such Impure 
expressions, forms of speech, and constructions as are frequent, 
indeed, in the Shemitic idiom, but are in use also in the Greek 
language. This case may again be distinguished into examples 
where the expression under consideration occurs, indeed, in 
Greek also, but only seldom, in which case the biblical writer 
certainly derived it not from the Greek, but from his native 
idiom ; or where perchance the form of expression occurs in 
Greek and Hebrew with equal frequency, so that there may be 
doubt from which idiom it proceeded. B) Expressions, forms Pure 

n i T . * . , 7 . , n -, . Hebraisms. 

ot speech, and constructions, to which nothing can be found in 
Greek that corresponds. Such are Hebraisms proper. But 
these again are of two kinds ; they were either drawn from the 
Hebrew language of the Old Testament, or were derived from 
the Aramaic or Syro-Chaldaic dialect then in use in Pales- 
tine. To the former kind belong such expressions as aprov 

1 " Profane Greek and the Linguistic Spirit of the Bible." TB. 
3 Cf. Art. in Bibliotheca Sacra for 1876. TR, 
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to partake of a meal, atju,a 
to kill, avtcrrr/vaL o-Trepjoia nvi ("b S'lJ D^pSl) to raise up posterity 
to any one, IK KoiXia? p^rpos (itex "]BSn?) from one's birth up, 
eepXeo-0at e/c r^s oo^vos TO/OS ("S "'SbnM X3?) to spring from 
any one, ^reii/ ^vfflv TO/OS (la?.? ^i-??) to seek any one's life, 
Ti-oietv e\eos /x.era TH>OS (D? "1&H fiii?S) to show favor to any one, 
Xafj.fta.veiv (DI;B xiw) to be a partaker of any one's 


Hebrew f avors, wos 6a.va.rov (niais) having incurred death, y) Hebrew 

meanings . " T ^ '' , , . ' ., 

to Greek meanings are transierred to week words, e.g. yAwcrcra (as f\V3?) 

words r 

nation, Sofa (as Ti33) brightness, Svvafus (as iTpiaa) miracle, 


eptarav (as ^N^) to beg, iop.oXoyei<r6ai TLVL (as 'T?'''" 1 ) to praise 

or to thank any one, euXoyeti/ (as Tft5) to bless, IVWTTLOV TOV 6eov 

("bx ^SS^) according to the judgment of God, els (= ^fjij) the 

first, vvp.<f>if] (as h|?) daughter-in-law, 6805 (as tp 1 -') manner of 

life, TrcptTraretv (as t||nil!ri) of personal conduct, TTOTT^PLOV (as 

O'iS) lot, fate, Trao-a o-apf (as "iba-^S) every living creature, 

Hebraizing etc. S) Hebraizing construction of verbs especially with pre- 

tfon of " positions, where the Greek has simply the Accusative or the 

Dative, e.g. a.Ko\ovOelv o?ricrw TWOS, elvat ets rt (as "b iT"n), 


TL ttTTo TWOS instead of TLVOL Tt, 6/Avijeiv o/ Ttvi instead 
of Tt or> Ttvdtj 6/xoXoyeiv ev Ttv6 to confess any one, iropev- 
ecrOai om(r<a Ttvos, irpocrKweiv eviamov (efj.7rpoo-6ev) rtvos et al. e) 

imitation Imitation of the Hebrew relative pronoun in the casus obli- 
of Hebrew 


. 

Relative. quus with suffix following, as ov TO TTTVOV lv TTJ 

Formulflfor ots 18601} . . . awoi9, OTTOU . . . e/cei etc. Q The Hebraizing 
formula for an oath with et, e.g. d/x^v Xeyw vfjuv, et So^^o-eTat 
. . . shall by no means be given. An ellipsis, as is well-known, 
lies at the basis of this formula, which in Hebrew is now and 
then supplied : " God do to me this and that, if ... see 1 Sam. 
iii. 17, et al. ; but in the New Testament never. 17) The 
extraordinarily frequent /eat eyeVeTo = 'Wjj . The extremely 
frequent occurrence of eat belongs as well to the Shemitic 
idiom as to popular language in general, where other authors 
avail themselves .of a more definite conjunction or of the parti- 
ciple (co-ordinatioii). instead of subordination), see e.g. Matt. xi. 
25 ; xxvi. 45 ; Marfi^ xv. 25 ; Luke xxiii. 44; John ii. 13 ; v. 
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1, et al. Only conditionally are we here to class the construc- 

tion of a verb with a Particip. Pres. or with the Dative of the 

substantive of the same root, corresponding to the Hebrew 

Infin. Absol., as TnOv/j.ia iTreOv/j.'rjcra, X a P$ X a 'P et ' ^-vo.T<a reXev- 

raTo) ; since a similar construction occurs in the best Greek 

authors ; yet especially in those writings that are strongly 

Hebraistic it is far more probable that the formulae were taken 

from the Hebrew than from the Greek linguistic usage. Not Aramaisms 

Hebraisms but Aramaisms are, on the other hand, such forms 

of expressions as yevecrOai Bavdrov (xrrio D3?a), ofaiXrjpa apteral 

(Win D3ia) etc. Finally, Hebrew and Aramaic words are Adoption 

/ / / ~ t of Hebrew 

adopted, as d/wyj/, a(3ftd, aXXyXoma, Kopfiav, /xafxcoi/as, paj3j3owi, andArama. 


/ i -i f i-r-ri ic words. 

as also ira-aya, which is formed not irom the Hebrew MOS , 
but from the Aramaic Nnes . In all this it is not to be for- 


gotten, that all the New Testament authors are far from 
Hebraizing to the same extent. Matthew and Mark Hebraize 
more than John ; the author of the Apooalypse most of all, the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews least of all. Neither 
does the same author Hebraize unformly, e.g. Luke Hebraizes 
very little where he composes freely, very strongly, on the 
other hand, when he bases his composition on Hebrew sources. 

Under the Roman domination Latin words 1 also found their Latin words 
way into the Jewish Greek, as KevTvpiutv, K^J/O-OS, KovorcoS/a, 
KoSpavrr)?, Xeyewv, paKeXXov, Trpaj/rcopiai/, <nreKovXa.T(ap, rtrXos, 
and such forms of expression as e^e ^e 7rapr]Tf]fjt.evov^ c-v^ftovXiov 
XafjiftdveLv, TO LKO.VOV Troietv TIVI. The majority of these words 
and forms of expression occur in the two first Gospels. 

i 

14. The Specifically Christian Element. 

Finally, the specifically Christian linguistic element in the 
New Testament is to be observed, to which Schleiermacher 
already called attention (seehisHermen. pp.66 ff., 138 ff.)- The 
Christian element of the biblical language must appear princi- 
pally in the religious and the ethical ideas. These, as might 
be expected, differ very essentially from those common among 
the Attic writers, as well as among the KOLVOLS. The ethical 
1 Cf. Art. in Bibliotheca Sacra for 1876. TR. 
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idea KaXbs Ka.ya.66s, in vogue among the Greeks, is not found 
at all in the New Testament, just as little the idea so essential 
with the Greeks of <r<a<j>po<rvvir). The idea of the good inhering 
in man, as such, which, in particular, the former word expresses, 
does not correspond to the New Testament idea ; just as little 
does the /t^Sei' aydv express accurately what the New Testament 
writers understand by discretion, and such like. Not less 
foreign to the New Testament is the idea of the dvSpeta, as in 
general the tetrad of cardinal virtues. The word apery also, 
used of men, is extremely rare in the New Testament. We 
may compare also the antique idea of SiKauxrwiy (see Plat. Hep. 
IV. p. 433, A) with the biblical. Scripture knows nothing of 
Holiness the thought that man is the measure of all things. On the 
mental idea contrary, the fundamental idea of the New Testament, as of 


of the N. . t j ie wno j e Bible j n general, is that of holiness. This idea, in- 
deed, is in a certain sense in no way foreign to the Greeks, but 
it is interesting to observe the various words with which the 
Greek writers, and the word with which the biblical writers 
designate the idea " holy." The Greek has for this idea the 
expressions ayvos (pure, as an inherent quality), and tepos 
(consecrated through sanction). The standing biblical ex- 

*A7tos. pression for this is ayio?, used in the first instance of God (Isa. 
vi. 3 ; xl. 25 ; xliii. , and elsewhere), and denotes, first of all, 
not precisely moral perfection, but exaltation and glory reveal- 
ing itself, that which inspires with reverence. Then also, of 
course, ayios means spiritual purity, originally and in an abso- 
lute manner applied only to God (Levit xix. 2 ; also Isa. vi. 
3-5 ; Habac. i. 12, 13 ; 1 Pet. i. 15, 16 ; John xvii. 11 coll. Jas. 
i. 17 and 1 John i. 5) ; then, also, derivatively to angels and 
men who stand of communion with God (Ps. xvi. 3 ; xxxiv. 9 ; 
Rom. i. 7 ; 1 Cor. i. 2 ; iii. 17, et al.). The fundamental idea 
is the opposite to the common and the profane ; positively, what 
inspires veneration. It is likewise very peculiar that rcm-en/os, 
together with its derivatives, is in profane Greek commonly 
used in a contemptuous sense, while in the Scriptures, and 
especially in the New Testament, it is never applied otherwise 
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than in the good sense. Most marked also is the idea KOCT/XOS, 
which iu classical Greek always designates ornament, beautiful 
arrangement, and hence the beautifully arranged structure of 
the world ; but in the New Testament it invariably designates 
" the world as created different from God and separated from 
God, yea the world as the essence of ungodliness." Further 
is to be observed /xeravoeco and |U,erai/oia, not frequent with 
the Greeks, and where it occurs, for the most part only in 
the sense " to think otherwise," " to become of another opin- 
ion " ; whereas in the New Testament, and especially in Luke, 
it is a standing idea, and never signifies anything else than the 
moral-religious change of mind, conversion. That the classical 
meaning of the word TTIO-TI? falls far below that of the New 
Testament is self-evident ; but even in the LXX this word, as 
well as /ieraz/oia, is rare. It is remarkable, also, that the word 
dyajTT?, a leading idea, as is well-known, in the New Testament, 
is almost completely foi-eign to the profane Greek. Instead of 
this the Greek has <iA.ta, <iA.av$/aaj7ria, which is not the same. 
But even in the LXX dyaTrr/ and aya-rrdta are comparatively 
rare. One of the most characteristic marks of the difference 
between the New Testament and the profane Greek is the word 
Xapis : the meaning " agreeableness, gracefulness," is entirely 
foreign to the New Testament ; on the other hand, it means 
constantly " friendliness, favor," but especially " (divine) grace." 
Cf. on the subject generally Zetzschwitz, Profangracitat und 
biblischen Sprachgeist. 1859. H. Cremer, Biblisch - theolo- 
gisches Worterbuch der Neutestamentlichen Gracitat, 1 2. Aufl. 
1872. [Trench, New Testament Synonyms. Grimm's edition 
of Wilke's N. T. Lexicon, of which an English translation by 
Prof. Thayer of Andover is soon to be published. See also 
the Syllabus of Dr. /. A. Broadus appended to this volume]. 

1 Cremer' 's "Biblico-theological Lexicon of the New Testament Greek 
(1st ed.), has been published in English by T. and T. Clark, Edinburgh. 
While it is extremely valuable, even in that form, the new edition is very 
greatly improved, and treats one hundred and twenty additional words. 
It is hoped that a second edition of the translation will not be lor." in 
appearing. TE. 
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5. The Linguistic Peculiarities of the different New Testament 

Writers* 

15. General Survey. 

If the general linguistic character of the New Testament 

may be compared with the warp of the texture, the linguistic 

peculiarities of the individual authors may be compared with its 

The cogni- woof. The cognizance of the latter is quite a modern affair, 

guistic pe- and is still capable of much enriching and correction. "What 

culiarities . ............. 

of individ- has up to the present time been accomplished in this depart- 
a modem ment, has been rather in the interest of criticism than of exe- 
gesis. The proof of the linguistic peculiarities must, of course, 
furnish its principal support to criticism, but the cognizance of 
the grammatical, lexical, and stylistic particularities of the indi- 
vidual writers is also important for exegesis and conditions 
insight into the spirit and the circle of thought of the writers. 

Nature of The linguistic differences of the New Testament authors are by 

differences. . 

no means limited to the greater or smaller number of Hebra- 
isms, to the greater or smaller degree of the purity of their 
Greek, but have regard also to peculiar expressions, modes of 
speaking, constructions, and turns that have nothing to do with 

Accidental Hebraisms and Aramaisms. But to the linguistic peculiarities 

expressions o i 

not Hnguis- of an author belong not such expressions and turns as may be 

tic peculiar- . ._,.,. . . .. , . 

ities. considered accidental, having their ground, as they do, in the 

plan of the given writing, or in the subject to be treated, or 
Soofacci- in the circumstances under which the author wrote. Just as 
faults. little are the accidental faults of an author to be regarded as 
Linguistic linguistic peculiarities. But what do come under this head are 

peculiar!- . , 

ties proper, expressions, modes of speech, and turns, of which 1) it can 
be shown that in such a case the other author would, as a rule, 

1 On the linguistic peculiarities of the various New Testament writings, 
cf. the very able Articles in Smith's Diet, of the Bible. Though in some 
instances, perhaps, clinging too fondly to traditional views, and not allow- 
ing due weight to the results of modern criticism; yet they form a valuable 
safeguard against much of the criticism of recent German writers, who are 
too prone to regard every traditional view against which can be established 
the slightest suspicion, as utterly set aside, and put beyond profitable 
discussion. TR. 


THE LINGUISTIC PECULIARITIES. 133 

have used different ones ; which. 2) stand in connection with 
the peculiar circle of thought and the peculiar doctrinal idea of 
the author under consideration, and which 3) furnish a proof 
of the author's special form of thought. Such peculiarities are importance 
especially there to be established where several undisputed icism. 
writings of the same author, or at least one writing of greater 
compass, is at hand ; or where an important and definite origin- 
ality is to be vindicated. A practised eye will also know how 
to observe more minute and more delicate differences of style. 
We adduce here only what is more essential, leaving the rest 
for further investigation. 

16. The Linguistic Character of Paul. 

The linguistic character of the Apostle Paul is most certainly Undisputed 
determined, if we confine ourselves at first to the writings of plst es ' 
undisputed genuineness, viz. to Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 
and Galatians, and then compare the other Pauline writings 
with these. a) What strikes the reader of the Pauline writ- Dialectic 
ings most forcibly of all is the dialectic character and the flow iara er * 
of the discources. Hence the frequent occurrence of such 
formulae as TL ovv epovfjitv or merely rl ovv ; epets ovv and 
oAA.' epet TIS, TL yap, TTOJS ovv, apa ovv, Aeya) Sc or uAAa. Aeya> and 
TOTJTO 8e Aeyo>, ei yap and ei 8e, the logical OVKS.TL, ov povcv Se . . . 
dAAa, OVK ol'Sare OTL . . . , etc. Here belong also the frequent 
introduction of possible objections, as in Eom. vi. 1, 15 ; ix. 14 ; 
xi. 1, 19 ; 1 Cor. ix. 4 f. ; x. 19, 22 ; xv. 29, 30 ; 2 Cor. iii. 1 ; 
xi. 7, et al. ; further, the frequent arguments ex absurdo, as in 
Eom. ii. 17 ff. ; vi. 1 ff. ; ix. 14 ; xi. 1 ; 1 Cor. xii. 15 ff. ; xiv. 
23 ; xv. 12-19, 29 ff. ; Gal. ii. 14. b) There are, furthermore, Favorite 
to be observed certain favorite turns, as ywopi&a 8e vfuv and turns> 
ov 6eXo) Se vpas uyvoetv, tacnrep with owcos, Xoy%Ofj.ai yap . . . , 
ov% olov 8e . . . , Ka#' avOpw-n-ov (avOpwmvov) Aeyco, etc. c) 
Strokes of wit and play on words, as <f>66vos and <wos, do-wWos pi ay on 
and ao-uvOeros, avo/zo? and eWo//,os, a.<j>pwv and foovipos, 8ia vopov W rds ' 
vd//.fc) airiQavov, and the like ; but especially such play on words 
as contains an acumen of thought, as Rom. ii. 14 (VG/X.OS in the 
same proposition with different meanings), xiv. 13 (/cpiW in 
11 
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the same way), 1 Cor. ii. 13 (Xoyot StSaxroi in the same way), 
iv. 8 (fiacnXeveLv in a similar way), 2 Cor. iii. 1315 (/caXu/x/xa 
in just the same way), v. 16 (Kara crdp/ca idem), v. 21 (d/mpria, 
Oxymora. in a similar manner), Gal. iv. 21 (I/O/AOS idem), etal. d) Oxy- 
mora, e.g. TO, dopara . . . Kadoparai Rom. i. 20 ; Trap cXmSa. ITT 
Rom. iv. 18 ; /x,copos yei/ecr&o, Iva yevTyrai tro^os 1 Cor. iii. 1 8 ; 
a>v . . . IfjiavTOV eSouXwcra 1 Cor. ix. 19 ; ^/xets ot ^wvres 
eis $dvaroi/ TrapaSiSo/xe^a 2 Cor. iv. 11 ; a>s TrXdvoi KCCI u\7]6el<s 
2 Cor. vi. 8 ; a>? dyvoou^evoc /cat eTrtytvwo-KO/xevot 2 Cor. V. 9 ; 
Sta vofjiov 1/OjU.w a.7r6a.vov Gal. ii. 19. But the sharpest oxymora 
are 1 Cor. i. 25 : TO p.wpov TOV 6eov o-o^orepov TCJV ai/^pcoTrw?/, and 
Antitheses. 2 Cor. xii. 10 OTO.V do-^ei/oi, rore Swaros et/u.t. e) Antitheses, 

which often stand in connection with Paul's doctrinal idea, as 
and 7n/ei)ju,a, vo'/xos (epya vop.ov) and Trtbris, ypd/^ux and 
Soi!A.ot (SorXeta) and eXeu^cpoi (eXeu^epta), jawpta and 
Kinds of <ro<j&ia, aTroXXw/xevot and crco^o^tevoi, et al. y ) Paul's dialectic 
argumeu . me t n0( j o f teaching brings with it various kinds of argument ; 
we may distinguish the following principal classes : a) 
Logical proof, in the narrower sense : Rom. ii. 25-29 ; xi. 6, 
15, 16 ; x. 13-15 (a regular Sorites) ; /3) Arguments from 
analogy (arguments /card o-vyKaTd/3aanv) : Gal. iii. 15 and iv. 
1 ff. ; 1 Cor. ix. 13 ; xiv. 7 ff. j xv. 36 ff. ; Rom. vii. 1 ff. ; y) 
Arguments from Christian experience : Gal. iii. 1-5 ; 1 Cor. i. 
26 ff. ; Rom. vii. 925 ; 6) Scriptural arguments : these 
serve sometimes as themes for the deductions to follow, as Gal. 
iii. 6 f.. 16 f. ; 1 Cor. x. 1 ff. ; Rom. iv. 3 ff . ; x. 13 f. ; xi. 2 f.; 
sometimes as a confirmatory conclusion, as 1 Cor. i. 31 ; xv. 
26, 54, 55 ; 2 Cor. viii. 15 ; x. 17 ; Rom. ii. 24 ; ix. 33. Al- 
though all the New Testament writers make use of arguments 
Paul's man- from the Old Testament, yet Paul has in this respect many a 
0. T. pas- peculiarity ; although he quotes the Scripture passage for the 
Ba " e ' most part according to the LXX, yet here and there with re- 
gard to the original text ; often pretty faithfully, yet oftener 
with more or less freedom, partly from memory, partly accom- 
modated to the intention of his discourse ; for the most part 
without any reference to the local sense and connection of the 
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Old Testament passage cited, sometimes pressing the letter, 
sometimes applying Rabbinical allegory and typology. The 
expressions 17 ypa$r) Xeyet, /caucus yeypaTrrat, or Maniocs ('Hcratas) 
Xeyei are with him usual formulae for citations. Often he 
joins various passages of Scripture together, which are then 
united merely by the subjective intention of the Apostle, as 
2 Cor. vi. 16-18; Rom. iii. 9-18; ix. 25-29; x. 16-21, et al. 
Finally, it is not to be overlooked that Paul, more than any 
other New Testament writer, reveals in his discourses his per- 
sonal experiences and relations to his readers ; cf. Gal. i. 23, 
24; ii. 1-10, 11 ff.; iv. 12-16 ; vi. 17 ; 1 Cor. i. 14-17 ; ii. 1-4; 
iii. 1, 2; iv. 3, 4, 6-13, 15-20; ix. 1-6, 11-23; xv. 9, 10; 
2 Cor. i. 8 ff., 23, 24; ii. 1-4, 12, 13; iii. 1-6; iv. 7 f.; vi. 
1-10, 11, 12 ; vii. ; x. 1-6 ; xi. 5-12, 16-33 ; xii. 1-10, 11-21 ; 
Rom. i. 9-13, et al. 

17. Linguistic Character of the Pastoral Epistles. 

The linguistic character of the Pastoral Epistles whatever 
may be thought with reference to their Pauline authorship 
differs very observably from all the rest of the Pauline 
Epistles. Without giving here a complete catalogue of the Pauline ex- 
Pauline and the un-Pauline expressions and turns, we adduce 
of both kinds those that are most characteristic. Pauline, 
or at least chiming in with the Pauline, are the following ex- 
pressions and modes of speech : Xpicn-os 6 Sow? la-urov virep rj/jiwv 

1 Tim. ii. 6 ; /coTrtaw of the apostolic work, 1 Tim. v. 17 ; 
TrXovmv fv Ipyois dya$ois 1 Tim. vi. 18 ; dSiaXeiTTTov ej(ii/ J^eiav 

2 Tim. i. 3 ; im-iraQta ere iSetv 2 Tim. i. 4 ; ov Tn/ev/ta SeiXei'as, 
dXXa Surap;ecos 2 Tim. i. 7 ; CTratcr^ui/ecr^at TO papTVpiov TOV Kvpiov 
2 Tim. i. 8 ; ov Kara TO. epya, dAAa Kara, TVJV Trpodecnv 2 Tim. i. 9 ; 
Y) X<*pi? ?) 8o$etcra rj^lv iv Xptcrra) 'lyarov ibid. ; TO CVOLKOVV iv vfuv 
Tfrtv/j-a 2 Tim. i. 14 ; 'iTjcroSs XpioTOs IK o-7repyu,aTOS AautS 2 Tim. 
ii. 8 ; TO euayyeXtov yuou 2 Tim. ii. 8 ; the antithesis arvvaTroOvr]- 
O-KCIV and (rvtfiv 2 Tim. ii. 11 ; in the greeting Uai/Xos cwro'o-ToXos 
oia peXiy^aTos . , and elpr^vr] O.TTO 6eov TraTpos K. 'Irjcrov Xpurrov 
and in the closing benediction 6 Kuptos //.era TO Trveu/AaTos crou. 
Expressions and turns, that are not Pauline, or are decidedly 
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Un-Pauiine un-Pauline, occur, on the other hand, very frequently ; among 
expressions 

these only the most striking need here be brought forward: 

erepoSiSao-KaAeu/, rj vywaiovcra SiSacrKaAeia and vyiaivovres Aoyoi, 

the frequent euo-e/3eta, epyov in the sense of office or calling, 

fitiprvpia repute, flo.0p.ov ecamo 7repMroietcr$ai, the eKfcA^o-ia as 

o"TvAos K. eSpaiayio, TT^S aXyOelas, TO p.vo~TrjpLov TTJS e.vo~e[Beia$, 77 

KaAa SiSaovcaAta, oVrws in such expressions as 17 OJ/TCOS a?, a ' 

oVrcos ^pai; eTraKoXovOeiv epya> dya$a>, 17 KCCT' evaefBetav SiSao-- 

/caAia, Ttjpeiv TTJV IvroXyv acrTrtAoi/, a.7ro6t]a-a.vpLtfLV lavrw 6ep.eX.iov, 

Trapad^K-r] faith that has been delivered over, especially the 

Absence of often recurring TTICTTOS 6 Aoyos, and many others. Not less re- 

Pauline markable than the presence of so many un-Pauline expressions 

pression. and turns is the absence of all [?] genuine Pauline forms of 

expression, and of the dialectic and rhetorical peculiarities of 

the Apostle, see 16. 

18. Linguistic Character of Hebrews. 

The linguistic character of the Epistle to the Hebrews J is in 

Purity of another respect different from the Pauline Epistles. The 

Greek is in general purer and more periodical than that of 

most of the other New Testament authors. The style is more 

discursive than that of the Pauline and other Epistles. In 

Lexical pe- particular is to be observed a) in a lexical point of view : 

culiarities. , ., i'/^.i-i\>/ /\\ t 

S, ayKvpa (metapnoricalj, ayvorjfji.a, au Averts, 


(a O.TT. Aey.), alo-6-^TijpLov, aKportviov, 

avapi6p.if)TO's ) dvaaravpovv to crucify anew, av- 
Tayovieo~6ai, aTrapa^Saros, aTraTryao^/tia, ap/^tos, dx^avicr/Aos, yeveaAo- 
yeto-6a.i, yewpyelv, yi/ocjios, Sa/xaAts, SeKarovv, St^veK^s, and el? TO 
StTjvcKes, Svo-ep/xijveuToSj eyyvos, ep.Traiyp.os, eviroua, Oearpi^eiv, 
6veXXa, KaKov^ela6ai, KO-TafiaXXeo-Oai, 9ep.eXi.ov, Karao-KOTros, 
(car. Aey.), AeiToupyi/cos, XeviriKOs, /Jio~iTevew (air. Aey.), 
(O.TT. Aey.), p.io-6aTroSoo-ia and {JLtcrflaTroooTys, % 
oiKovp.evrj, bXoGpevew (yet see 6Xo6pevn^ i s iCor. x. 10), 
opKop.oo~ia s TrapaTn/cpatVetv, TrapaTrA^crtw?, TroADrpOTrcos, TrpoSpojuos, 
, cruj/eTri/xapTVpetj', Tpa^At'^ecr^at, Tptp.v)vov, 


1 Cf. Introductions to the Commentaries of Stuart, BleeJc, DeWette, and 
Winer. TR. 
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v, et al. (3) In 

a grammatical point of view we observe, among others, the arities. 
following : The frequent occurrence of wapd TL after compara- 
tives, the frequent use of participles in causal connections, the 
frequent use of r (in Paul only in the sense " since more- 

over "} and odev. y) As regards the rhetoric, the many Khetorical 

/ > / ~\\ \j peculiari- 

argumenta a minori ad majus (ei ... TTOCTO) /j.a\\ov . . . ; and ties. 

the transition with oow (/coF oo-ov) are the principal points to 
be noticed. 

19. Linguistic Character of the Epistle of James. 

The linguistic character of the JSpistle of James may be Opposite of 

< -i PI -r> T the Pauline 

designated as the precise opposite of that or the Pauline writ- writings. 

ings. The difference is observable already in the fact, that 

here little or no use is made of dialectic arguing. James con- 

vinces not so much through logical grounds as through examples. 

These examples are derived partly from the natural features of Examples. 

the Palestinian country, as i. 11 ; iii. 11, 12 ; partly from ordi- 

nary human life, as i. 23; ii. 2 f . ; 15 f. ; iii. 3, 4, 7 ; partly 

from biblical history, see ii. 21, 25; v. 10, 11, 17, 18. He 

also carries out his figures well, see i. 11, 24 ; ii. 2, 3 ; iii. 7 ; 

iv. 4, et al. A ready device with James to produce an effect 

on his readers is the apostrophe, cf. ii. 18, 19, 20, 22 ; iv. 4, Apostrophe 

13 f. ; v. 1-6, and the rhetorical question, cf. ii. 5, 6, 7 ; 14-16, Rhetorical 

' 377777 question. 

20; iii. 11, 12, 13; iv. 1, 4, 5. Among other grammatical Grammat- 
peculiarities are the use of the Aorist in descriptions, as i. 11; arities. CU 
i. 24 ; iv. 5 ; of the prophetic Perfect in the apostrophe v. 2, 3 ; 
further, of the demonstrative pronoun with epexegesis follow- 
ing, see i. 27 cf. iv. 1 ; the frequent use of Se as a continua- 
tive particle, and of the /cat consequentiae ; also the omission of 
conditional particles in conditional propositions. The lexical Lexical pe 
peculiarities to be observed are : Eare words (in part air. Xey.), 
as d/caracrTaTOS, O/ZTOKIKD, aTrap^ TWV KTitr/xarcov, aaTTtXos aTro . . . , 

/Aov^, ev^ TJS 

(elsewhere in the N. T. only in Luke's writings), 
s, Ka^icrrayxat (apparently for ecrrt or iu7rap^et), K 
(parallel with irivOos), Ka/co7ra0ei'a, Kafwcw to be sick, 
12* 
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, 6//toio7ra$?js, 7rapaXoyiea$at, lawov, 
, iroX'vtnrXdyxyos, pvirapia. in a moral 


yeu/, xpvao8a.KrvXio<s, et al. ; furthermore, peculiar meanings of 

words as TTUS only, merely, SoKLpiov genuineness, TrXowrios 

throughout in a bad sense (as with Luke), crwaywy^ Christian 

assembly, epyoi/ business, /cpae/ to cry to Heaven, etc. ; such 

combinations as evTrpeVaa TOV TrpocrcoTrou, Trarrjp T&V 

TpOTnJs ttTTOcrKiaoYAa, a/Trap^ 1 *) TO>V KTicr/xarcov, VO/AOS 

VDJU.OS jSacriXiKos, d/cpoar^s eTriX^cr/ioi^s, 

crai', OpvjCTKeta. Ka.6a.pa K. d/^tWro?, ep 7rpocr<o7roX'^!^tats e^etv 

TTLO-TW, TTTW^ot TOW Kocr/xou, ap.apTi.av epycx^ecr^at, e 

^ TTUTTIS avvrjpyei rot? epyots, St/caioSo-^at c^ epywi/, Kcoy/,os 

rpo^os T^S yevecrew?, Trpavrrjs aortas, TroXDorTrXay^vos K. 
-Trpco-ev^ecrdaL iirt rwa, TrpOCTew^ecr^ttt with infinitive 
with rod. Some of these expressions bear a relation to the 
peculiar doctrinal idea of James. 

2O. The Johannean Linguistic Character. 

Verypeeu- The Johannean linguistic character as it appears in the 

liar. . 

Gospel and in the first Epistle is certainly a very peculiar 

one. The language of this writer is poor, but inward, 1 unperi- 

odical and inelegant, but profound ; without logical and dialec- 

tic acuteness, but full of ideal thoughts ; exalted thoughts in 

Predilec- childlike form. Descending to details we may observe : a) 

diminutives the predilection for diminutives, as TraiSapiov, TratSi'a, 


Peculiar oij/dptov, TrXotaptov ; (3) such expressions as are chiefly and 
such as are exclusively limited to this author, apty, 


TOV Koapov, dvaa-Trjvai (never eyei'pecr$at), 6 aT 
TaXjU.evo5, Sofa and 8od,ew, ecr^ari; T^/xepa (wpa), ^w 
(in a pregnant sense), OedcrOai, Oevpeiv. ot loioi and TO. tSta (home), 
'Iwdvvrjs (of the Baptist, never with /ja7m<jT?ys), the loosely 
connecting /cat (extremely frequent, whereas 8e is very rare), 
Kpaav to speak with emphasis, Kptcrts and rptVetv for the most 
part in an ideal sense, KOO-JU-O? (very frequent), Xiddfeiv (never 
, Xoyos hypostatically, p.aprvpelv and (j-aprupCa. (yet 
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never fjidprw), p,ovoyevrj<s used of Jesus, ovopa chiefly in such 
combinations as Tno-reveiv ets TO 6'voju.a, Iv r3 oVo/uarij o^Xos 
(never Xaos), TrapaKXTjrcs advocatus, Trapoi/Aia (never 7rapa(3o\^), 
inatf.iv, TncrTeTjeu' (very frequent, yet never Trwrns), OVCOTOS and 
cncoTitt tropically, nOevai rrjv ij/v^v (never TrapaSiSoVai eavrov), 
<f)avepovv (never aTroKaXuTrrai/), <? metaphorical and preg- 
nant. y) Frequent turns, as the weakened use of Iva not Weakened 
only after verha jubendi et orandi, but also after OUTOS, after ^ " a ' 
p.ei(ov, etc. : the elliptical dXX' Iva, frequent continuation of the 
narrative through ovv, especially in such turns as Troi^o-are 
ava-n-eo-elv, aviirearov ovv ; o~uva.ya.yeTe, o~uve.ya.yov ovv and the 
like ; frequent Asyndeta, frequent casus absoluti, etc. S) 

Peculiar collocations of words, such as the following : ovSev Peculiar 

v, , , i c\ TIP \ / TI collocation 

usually after the verb, 77077 as a rule before ; Aeyet likewise pre- of words. 

ceding, especially in lively conversation ; 0X77^775 usually before 

the verb, 01X77^035 after iti e) Peculiar forms of expression, Peculiar 

, o ' f ^ N / \ /!- formsofex- 

e.g. avapaivew eis rov ovpavov (?rpos TOT/ -rraTepa), yevvrjurjvai pression. 


(ex TOU 6eov), eyu> et/u (pregnant), etVat ex TOT) 6eov (l/c 
ta?j CK TOV /cocr^iou), eTvai ev TW TrctTpi (ev TW i)tw), /Jt-eveiv 
Iv TW Trarpl (kv TW utw)j ev TOVTO) yLvwo~KOfj.ev, ep^eadaL els TOV 
Kocr[j,ov, ep-^eo-Qai Trpos . . . (pregnant), ep^eTCU wpa, (KCLL vvv 
eo~Tiv), <ar]v e^eiv (ev eavT(a), KaTafiaLveiv eK TOV ovpavov, XoXeti/ 
(Troie'iv) a(j> eavTov, [AeTafialveLv IK TOV 6ava.TOv . . . , 6 Koo-p-os ov 
Xap.f3a.vei (ov ytvwo~Ket), TrepnraTe'iv ev TO> <f)WTi (ev TV) T]p.epa), 
Troielv rrjv aX'fjQeiav, TtOevai TT)V ijrv^v, et al. Most of these 
expressions are intimately connected with the peculiar doctrinal 

contents of the Johannean writings. What is most remarkable Absence of 

f n 4.1 > \ ' > r\ ~ some iinpor- 

Ol all is the entire absence Of eKKXrfO'La, evayyeXiov, /xeTavoeiv tant words. 

and /xcTavoia, 7retpao-/xo's, 7rpoo-ev)0, o-of^ia, vTro/xoj/ry. 

21, Linguistic Character of the Apocalypse. 

The linguistic character of the Apocalypse l stands in a Relation of 
peculiar relation to that of the Gospel of John. On the one oGosp.'S 
hand, both writings have something in common, as 0X77^11/0'?, John> 

i Cf. Introductions to the Commentaries of Stuart and DiisterdiecJc ; 
also the works on N. T. Introduction, BleeJo, De Wette, Damdson, Some, 
etc. TE. 
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y/ue/, ffipaio-ri, e/c/cei/Teu', 6avp.a.tf.w Su rt, Xt$tvos, fiavva, oif/is 
(countenance, face), 7riaeti/, iropfapovs, Xo'yos of Christ (but 
followed by 0eo), O-KTJI/OW, oraStos, frequently recurring T-qpeuv 
(rbv Xoyov, ras evroXas), (j>divi, </>peap also the often recur- 
ing apn and Sta TOVTO. On the other hand, almost all the most 
characteristic expressions and turns of the fourth Gospel and 
Peculiar!- of 1 John are wanting in the Apocalypse. Conversely the 

ties of the . y . -, . 

Apocalypse. Apocalyptic has a great multitude of expressions, and in part 
very distinctive expressions, that are wanting in the Evangelist. 
The following are the most important : a//.o>|u,osj dvamrucris, 
a7rapx?7, dVoStSorai, apviov (never ayuvos), ap^aios, auros pleo- 
nastically after 6's, .frequently recurring ap^t, SetTrvetv, Biad^K^, 
Swa/x,is (frequently), et/cwv, etScoXoXarp^?, 6 TIS . , . , e/c as "JQ 
(VIKOV IK et al.), e/cSiKetV, iKKX-rjo-ia, ofwvziv ev . . . , ayopa^uv 
ev . . . , IP rats ^//.epats e/ceti/ats, co[AoXoyeiarda.i, e7ri$vju.etv, ippiQi], 
evayyeXtov, euXoyia, cv^a/otcrrta, e^pos, 6 ^eos /cat TraTTyp, $epa7reta, 
i8oi> (never t'Se as in the Evangelist), 'lepovo-aX^/x (never 'lepoo-o- 
, tcr^ueti' and to-^us, /cat in the apodosis, KaraKatetv (never 
, Kareo-^tetv, KaroiKetv, K-rjpvo-creiv, vij/etv (never rapacrcreti/), 
, /cXiyro?, KOII/OS, KrCtf.iv and KTICTI?, Iv Kuptu, XaTpeuetv, 
to suffer death as a martyr (cf. the Gospel xxi. 19 
TOV ^eoV), /iaprvs (Gospel never, although papTvpeLV 
and yttaprupta often), /J,aprvpiov, p;erai/oetv, p.vcrTr)piov, vXov tree, 
TOV before the Infinitive, oiKovfjuevr] (Gosp. only Kooyto 
(Gosp. OTTTetr^at), otrtosj 6'^>eXov utinam, TrapaSetCTO?, 
irevOew (Gosp. never, but /cXaveti/, Opyvziv, XuTretor^at), Trtcrrts 
(Gosp. never, often as Tricrreueif occurs), Troip.atvew (is not even 
found Gosp. x.), Troietv manage one's affairs, Trpocreu;^, TrpocrcoTroi', 
TrpuroTOKos (Gosp. never, but {jLovoyevys), O-KQTI&W (Gosp. never, 
though crKOTia or O-KOTO? occur so often), crotpia, o-T^pt^eti/, crvy- 
Kowioveiv (Gosp. andl Ep. never, although Kowtaviav e^etv occurs), 
o-^>o8pa, o-0payt's (Gosp. never, although ox^payt^eiv), VTTO/AOV^, 
s and -ui/^osj ^oveus (Gosp. and 1 Ep. only av$pco7roKToVos) 5 
person ; finally the characteristic self-designation 
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22. Linguistic Character of Luke's Writings. 

The linguistic character of the writings of Luke are to oe Two aspects 
considered under two aspects, which yet cannot be rigidly dis- 
tinguished. There is a distinction to be made, that is to say, 
between the parts of his writings where he composes freely and 
those where he is dependent on his Hebrew sources, as in the 
evangelium infantiae. Between these extremes lie those parts, 
where a mediate dependence, indeed, on such sources, but at the 
same time a certain literary freedom of the author is observa- 
ble, as in the Gospel for the most part, and in the first part of 
the Acts of the Apostles. But these aside, the language of pecuiiar- 
Luke's writing shows many peculiarities : a) the great J ies ' 
multitude of airag Aeyo/Aera (55 in the Gospel, 135 in Acts) ; \ey6neva. 
from these we select the following, in the Gospel : avaroX-rj in the 
of the Messiah, aTrocrTO/jtari^eiv TWO. irepi . . . , aTroif/vxeLV, a<j)av- 


TOV yiveo-$ai, avcrrrjpo^, a<f>virvovv, /3po)cri/xo<;, SiavuKrepeuew, Sia- 
,, Stacm'eiv, ei/Se^erat it is becoming, eacrTpa7rreij/, 
IVMTTIOV . . . , iacret9 aTroreAAeiy, i/c/xas, icrayyeAos, 
Kara/3acr65 TOV opovs, KpanrdX.7], Aa^euros, A^pos, ju,eTewpi'ecr#ai, 
Tra[j,TrX'^OeL, Trapep^ecr^at eVToXrjv, TrXrjfJifJivpa, Trevi^pos, TrpaKrwpj 
Tropetav TroteTo-^at, (raAos J o~ivia^etv, criTO/x-erpioi/, crrTypt^etv TO 7rpoo"aj- 
with an infinitive with TOV following, crwoSia, ^oyS^rpoi/, 

In the A.cts : dfcpoaT^pioi/, dvai^u^t?, In the Acta 
v, dvcorepiKos, aTreAey/io?, 

IVWTTLOV . . . , dp^tepartKos, aa-crov comparative of 
/capStas, dp^Aus, at /8ao~et5 the legs, ySpir^etv rou? oSovras, 
yepovcria., 8tao-T^yU,aj Sta^Aeud^etv, SeftoAa^Sos, StOTrer^?, 8cuSeKa^>u- 
Aov, e/x7n/eeti/ aTreiA^s, eVeos dumb, e^oAo^pevecr^at, ra eTravay/ces, 


KarayyeAe-us, KaTao-ot^t^ecr^ai, KOITWV cubiculo praet'ectus, 
Aa/cetv, /a,ayeta, jnocr^oTroteti/, /^a^^rpta, j/eo/copos, 6Weti/, 
opopeo-ta, o^AoTTotety, TTCWOIKL, Trapevo^Xeiv, Trapot^/xevat yeveat, 
Trapareivetv, Traporpvi/eiv, Tre^euetv, TrepiKpar^s, Trepif, Trp 

Trpoa-eav, 7rpoo-/cATypovcr^a.t, irpoo-Treti/o?, Trpoo-coTroAiyTTT^s, 


crwo//,opew'j crwwjLCO(rta, 
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Favorite 


crcfrvpov, TerpaStoi/, Tpierta, <f>vXa.Kieiv, 

Belv. 6} Favorite expressions and favorite turns ; in a 
etc. lexical relation : aKovecrOai ets TO. WTO, TWOS, arevL^eiv often and 

in various constructions, Siaj/otyeu/ (rag ypa.cf>a.<s, ryv KapStav, TOV 
vovv also without the Accusative followed by on exegetical, 
Acts acvii. 3), Imcrrara is used regularly in the Gospel in 
addressing Jesus, instead of /cupie or ~PaBBi, epcorai/ Iva or OTTW?, 
fj e^pfievr) sc. rjfjiepa, waves (ifcai/oi) considerable (not only 
OLKoXovOovvre's iKavot, p^poj/os t/caj/os, but also KXav@fj.os IK. Acts 
XX. 37 and <o>s IKO.VOV Acts xxii. 6), AaXetv et? ras axoas TOU 
Aaov, 6{j,odviJ.aS6v (often in Acts, once indeed in the bad sense : 
xix. 29), OTrracrtaj OVK oAiyos (-ot), Trapa^prjfjLa subito, the very 
frequent Tropevea-Bai, (in the Gospel 50 times, in the Acts 38 
times), the Hebraistic Trepeuofievos for "gradually, more and 
more" (Gosp. viii. 14 of. Gen. xxvi. 13 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 19), the 
graphic crTpa^>ts in introducing certain addresses of Jesus to 

Grammati- his companions. In a grammatical point of view are to be 

cal peculiar- ^ 

ities. observed avO $>v for Stem (four times, not used elsewhere ex- 

cept in 2 Thes. ii. 10), OTTO causal, e.g. obro <f>6Bov, 0.71-0 x a P<*s, 
eis for ei/ (frequently, most clearly in Gosp. iv. 44 ; ix. 61 ; 
Acts viii. 40), the converse occurs only Gosp. vii. 17 ; el= 
num before a direct interrogation (9 times) ; e^ avrStv for rivet 
avrSiv (Gosp. xi. 49 ; xxi. 16 ; Acts ii. 30) ; fy (^crav) with the 
Present Participle pointing out continuous action (27 times in 
the Gospel, and 19 times in Acts) ; more frequently than in the 
other N. T. writings, the oratio variata, e.g. a transition from 
the oratio directa to the oratio obliqua Gosp. v. 24 = Matt. 
and Mark ix. 3, or from the oratio obliqua to the oratio directa 
Acts i. 4 ; xvii. 3. Transition from the Inf. c. Accus. to OTI 
Gosp. ix. 19 ; from OTTCOS c. Subjunc. into the Infin. Acts xxiii. 
23, 24 ; the Accus. Partic. instead of the Genit. Acts xxvi. 2, 3 ; 
the striking attraction Acts x. 36 ; finally the frequent TO bftfore 
whole clauses, even before a dependent interrogative clause 
Acts xxii, 30, etc. 

23. Linguistic Character of Mark. 
The language of Mark has likewise many peculiarities. We 
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call attention a) to peculiar expressions : dAeKTopo<ovia, PecT.i5-.r 
avaXov yiveo-dai (Matt. p.u>pa.iva6a.L). dracn-ei/ai/, a<f)pieiv, Aeyetv "* 
ev TTJ 8iSaxf), els Kaff ets (cf. John viii. 1-11) ; c^ap/Bela-Oat, 
idmva, 7TtcrvvTpe^ei,v^ evdv<s (very frequent var. eu<9eos), Kevrv- 
p[wv (Matt. e/<ar ovrap^os) , /co)yU,OTroXi9, fAeQopia, yuoyiAaAos, vov- 
, Trpacriai 7rpamai (OLTT. Aey.), 


crrijSas, TTyAavyais, v7repTrepicrcr>'S, VTroXrjvioV) ^d\KLOv, wraptoi/ 
(=r John), et al. /3) Grammatical peculiarities : Mark has a t, 
predilection for the historical Present and employs it not un- 
frequently promiscuously with the Imperf. or the Aorist : i. 21, 
30, 37, 40 f., 43 f. ; ii. 14, 15, 18 f. ; iii. 3 f., 13 f., 20 f. etc. 
He is fond of graphic participles, as Kvij/as, 


, etc. ; also of appositional collocations, such as GITTOVTOS 
avrov, ev&vs . . , SicwravTos, FUKTOS /cat i^u.epa9, ecru^ev e/c TT}? /cap- 
Stas, wSe 67r' ep^/Atas, vw eV TO> /catpa) TOTJTCD, cn^nepoi/ ravrr] -nj VVKTL, 
etc. He is fond of expressing the emotions of astonishment, 
unwillingness, and the like, by a reduplication of the questions 
and the exclamations : i. 24, 27 ; ii. 7, 8 ; iv. 39 ; vi. 2, 50 ; 
viii. 17, 18, et al. Compared with Matthew (in part also with 
Luke), his expression has often a certain breadth, see iii. 27 
coll. Matt. xii. 19 ; iii. 34, 35 coll. Matt. xii. 49, 50 ; vi. 3 coll. 
Matt. xiii. 25 ; vi. 8, 9 coll. Matt. x. 9, 10 ; vi. 15 coll. Matt. xiv. 
2 ; 55 coll. Matt. xiv. 34; viii. 31 coll. Matt. xvi. 21 ; 36 coll. 
Matt. xvi. 26 ; ix. 18 coll. Matt. xvii. 15, et al. Other pecu- other pecu. 
liarities, as that he often cites certain names and formulae in 
the original language, that he is fond of more accurate temporal 
and local designations, and often introduces special features, 
which the other Evangelists do not have, belong less to the 
linguistic character than to the historical representation. 

24. Linguistic Character of Matthew, 

Matthew has fewer peculiarities. We mention the aVa p ec uiiari- 
Aeyo//,eva: aOwos OLTTO . . ., aKfArjv (Inter].), /JaTroAoyeiVj aTray- atively ffevr. 
j^a-Qai, 6 Setva, Stcrra^eiv to doubt, 8u5At'eiv, eyepcns, e7riya//./3pu- 
ew, eTTicr^/Aos insignis (in malam partem), evSia, eiii 
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Antiquated 
actions. 


Causes of 
error. 

Dogmatic 
preposses- 
sion. 

Matt. vii. 
16-20. 


KapSia TT/S yrf^, KWVOX}/, otKereta (Luke 0epa7reia), TrayiSevew iv 
A.oy<i>, 7rpo<f>8dvu>, cn~vyvd^u> of the nature of heaven. To the 
predominating linguistic usage of Matthew belongs also the 
pleonastic avOpwiros, e.g. av6p. (3acn\ev<; ) av6p. oiKoSeoTror^s ; 
ySacrt/Xeia T>V ovpavwv (rarely /3. rov $eoS), the formulae for 
citations ZirXepwOr] TO p-rjOev and Iva (OTTOJ?) TrXypwOfj ; KOLT ovdp, 
(5 times, not elsewhere in the New Testament), cn>/z- 
dvetv (Mark <rvfji./3. Troielv), crvvapai, Xoyov, especially 
the frequent rore (in Matthew 91 times, in Mark only 6 times, 
and in the writings of Luke 14 times), <paeii/ to expound, to 
explain, and the like. 

J3. Helps to tJie Explanation, 
a) Internal Helps. 

a) The Connection. 

25. Importance of attending to the Connection. 

The notion that the Scriptures are a collection of individual 
oracular deliverances which retain their sense without reference 
to their connection, or that they are an arsenal of " sedes doc- 
trinae," may be regarded as antiquated, although in. certain 
circles, and for edificatory purposes, it may still often enough be 
applied. Without condemning unconditionally the latter use, 
it must yet be said, that it nerely ministers to a subjective need, 
and can lay claim to no sort of ecclesiastical authority. A use 
of Scripture which pretends to a more general value must be 
based upon a consideration of the connection. The neglect of 
this essential help to the explanation has given rise to unnum- 
bered incorrect explanations. The causes, however, may be 
various. a) One of the most fruitful causes of false explan- 
ations is dogmatic prepossession. See Matt. vii. 16-20. This 
passage has been thus understood by Luther and other old 
Protestant exegetes in an anti-Catholic interest: The tree 
must first be good, before it can bring forth good fruit, i.e. man 
must through faith be regenerated before he can perform good 
works. But this contradicts the connection and the clear in- 
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tention of the passage. Immediately before Jesus has warned 
his disciples against false prophets, who appear outwardly like 
innocent and pious sheep, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 
He now gives them the criterion by which they may distinguish 
the false and the good teachers from each other, viz. their fruits, 
i.e. goods works, conduct corresponding to the words of Jesus. 
[Bengel ; Porro fructus sunt gnorismata veritatis aut falsitatis 
prophetae, adeoque etiam doctrinae a propheta propinatae. Igitur 
loctrina non est fructus, ex quo propheta cognoscitur : sed est 
forma, quae ei dat esse veri falsive prophetae]]. Here, there- 
fore, nothing, at all is said as to what is requisite in order that 
men may be enabled to do good works, but as to the means by 
which false and genuine teachers may be distinguished, viz. good 
works ; hence an inference from the external to the internal. 
This inference is now vs. 17, 18 justified, the argument being 
.reversed, and it being shown that a corrupt tree necessarily brings 
forth corrupt fruit, and a good tree, good fruit. That this is the 
true sense and connection is clear from vs. 20, which sums up and 
confirms what has preceded. In the following verses (21-23) 
the same criterion is given for the confessors of Jesus, as for 
the prophets and teachers : Not fine words, not single works of 
power and great results, furnish the means of distinguishing 
genuine and spurious disciples of Christ, but the doing of the 
will of the Heavenly Father. To this thought is joined now 
the simile vs. 24-27, as already the language (see vs. 24 and 
26), and not less the connection, shows. It could, therefore, 
again, only be dogmatic prepossession that could underlay the 
simile of the house built upon the sand and that built on a rock, 
with another sense ; as when it is attempted, namely, to find 
therein the doctrine, that only the house which is built upon 
the rock of Christ is secure, i.e. that only he who grounds his 
faith (otherwise, his hope of happiness), upon nothing else than 
Christ, has found a firm ground of his faith and life. A glance 
at the connection and the intention of these words shows the 
conception to be an incorrect one, since in vs. 24 (coll. 26) Jesus 
says expressly : Whosoever heareth these words of mine (that 
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immediately precede), and doeth them, I will liken him to a wise 
man, etc. This shows as clear as day that not the object on 
which the house is built is the ground of comparison, but the 
subject, or the performance or non-performance of the words of 
Christ. He who merely hears the words of Christ and depends 
on the fact that he has heard them, builds his house on the 
sand, etc. On the false application of the parallel passage, 
Rom. xiv. 1 Pet. ii. 4, see below. Cf . further, Rom. xiv. 23. This pas- 

23* 

sage has been thus understood by all old Protestant theolo- 
gians : Whatever does not spring from a heart-renewing faith 
in Christ is far from being a good work, is rather sin. But the 
connection shows plainly the groundlessness of this explana- 
tion. The Apostle insists throughout this whole chapter, that 
the anxious ones, who still make the enjoying of certain meats 
a matter of conscience, shall not judge others ; and those 
that have risen above such scruples are not to despise the 
anxious ones, and still less to occasion them to do anything 
against their conscience, since " he that doubts whether an 
action is allowable, and yet does it, commits sin." The Tmmg 
of which mention is here made as the condition of the unsin- 
fulness of an action is, therefore, not beatifying faith in Christ, 
but the special conviction of the allowableness of a particular 
Matt. xvi. action. See further, Matt. xvi. 1719. This passaee, as is 

17-19. L 

well-known, is the locus classicus on which from the beginning 
the papacy has based its justification, inasmuch as Peter is here 
declared by Christ to be the prince of the Apostles, the foun- 
dation of the church, and judicial power in the church is deliv- 
ered to him ; and just as the primacy and the ecclesiastical 
power of the keys were delivered to Peter, so this must also 
hold true of his successors, the bishops of Rome. With justice 
have the Protestants, on the other hand, set forth the historical 
groundlessness of the assumption that Peter established the 
church in Rome, or was the first bishop thereof ; with justice 
also it has been observed, that the power of binding and loosing, 
which Christ here confers upon Peter, was bestowed upon all 
the Apostles (xviii. 18). But the old Protestant exegetes did 
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not stop here, but sought in a dogmatico-polemic interest to 
explain away the obvious sense of the words, and to underlay 
this with the thought, that Christ founded his church not on 
the -person of Peter, but only on his faith ; as if in Jesus's 
words Peter's person and faith would be discriminated. But 
Luke vii. 47 has remained in dispute to the present day. While Lukevii.47 
in the Catholic-Protestant polemics the Catholics laid weight 
upon it in order to prove that the forgiveness of sins is not based 
upon faith alone, but on love, the Protestants strove to deprive 
the Catholic theology of this proof -text, by trying to show from 
vs. 50, that what in the yvvri a/j.apTwX6s was properly faith is in 
vs. 47 called by Jesus "love" (Melanchthon), or by trying to 
show from the parable of the two debtors (vs. 41, 42), that love 
is designated not as the cause, but as the proof (a posterori), 
that the forgiveness of sins has been received, and therefore 
on (-rj-yd-jryo-e TroXv) points out the criterion (so Calvin). Plere 
we must discriminate, indeed, between the dogmatic and the 
exegetical ground of the explanation, and we must carefully 
guard against the former. The exegetical argument is, on the 
contrary, not without weight, especially in the latter aspect. 
Yet it is to be borne in mind that in vs. 44-46, hence imme- 
diately preceding the disputed passage, love is evidently spoken 
of, and that, too, the lesser love of the Pharisee and the greater 
love of the yvvrj a/x,apTwAos. There occurs, therefore, undoubt- 
edly from vs. 41 to 47, a turning of the argument. After the 
Pharisee had designated the anointing woman, simply accord- 
ing to her earlier known mode of life, as a " sinner," Jesus 
takes, on the contrary, as a starting-point, the fact of her great 
love, and shows first from the parable of the two debtors, that 
the greater debtor has to be thankful for a greater remission of 
debt, and therefore loves the master more than the smaller 
debtor. The application of the parable to himself and the 
woman, viz. that the greater love of the latter is a proof of 
the greater forgiveness of sins, and that just for this reason 
she is to be regarded as no longer a sinner, but as one 
who has experienced a great forgiveness, he leaves to the 
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Pharisee, contenting himself with convincing the latter of the 
smallness of his love, and of the greatness of that of the woman; 
whence the conclusion may be easily drawn, that the Pharisee 
has been forgiven of little the woman of much. From this 
connection then is the peculiar turn in vs. 47 also to be ex- 
plained : ou x-P LV sc - ^ or tne sa ^ e ^ tn * s g reat proof of her 
love a.<j>e(avTat al ap-aprtai avrijs al iroXXat, ort ^ycwr^crev 
TroAu ft) Se oXiyov a.$>ierai, oXfyov ayaira., i.e. her love, which 
presupposes the great forgiveness, is the proof of this forgive- 
ness ; but to whom little has been forgiven (because in his own 
opinion there was little to be forgiven) he also loves little. 
Opposing Over against the rejection of all dogmatic presupposition the 

views 

following is now usually maintained : the Scriptures are to be 
The " anaj explained according to the analogia fidei ; but to the analogia 
fidei belongs before everything else the doctrine of justification 
through faith ; therefore Scripture is to be explained accord- 
ing to this, and this doctrine is everywhere to be sought and 
found. But the " analogia fidei " is either brought to Scripture 
from without, and hence exegetically unjustifiable, or else it is 
the quintessence of its contents drawn from Scripture itself, 
and then the principle is perfectly correct, on the presupposi- 
tion, namely, that it has really flowed from correct exegesis, 
and is the true quintessence. But this presupposition is unten- 
able for the reason that such a quintessence can only be the 
highest result of exegesis, and is, therefore, to be tested always 
anew by this latter. It holds to reason, therefore, that exege- 
sis must be free from dogmatic presupposition, and must in 
each particular case be guided by the connection. 

26. Incorrect Application of Parallels. 

Just as frequently is the misunderstanding of a passage 
occasioned by the incorrect application of a parallel passage. 
It is known, what an important exegetical help parallel pas- 
sages are ;. but we must see to it that they are not only appar- 
ently but truly parallel, and that they are correctly applied. 
Occasion of But in this matter unnumbered failures have been made frcm 
ai ures. exegete's confining himself merely to the collocation of the 
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words or else to the external similarity, and disregarding the 

connection. We have already spoken of the false explanation 

of Matt. vii. 24-27, where on the basis of 1 Cor. iii. 11, 12, and 

1 Pet. ii. 4 the Trerpa has been referred to Christ. Cf. further, 

Matt. v. 25, 26. This passage appears to correspond entirely Matt. v. 25, 

with Luke xii. 58, 59. But examine the connection of the Luke xii. 

two passages : In Matthew, as is clear from v. 23, 24, placa- ' ' 

bility is spoken of. After it has been said that it is only after 

one has become reconciled with his brother that he can offer to 

God an acceptable sacrifice and find a reconciled God, it is now 

said that one should be reconciled with his adversary while 

they are together on the way to the judge, lest he find a judge 

not deciding according to rigorous justice. But if from this 

undoubted sense one would draw a conclusion with reference 

to the passage in Luke, and explain the latter by the former, he 

would scarcely hit upon the true meaning. In Luke xii. 58, 59 

the signs of the times, namely, have been spoken of immediately 

before, for the misunderstanding of which Jesus chides his 

hearers ; since now the exhortation to reconciliation is alto- 

gether incongruous, but the diri'SiKos with whom one is to seek 

reconciliation would be just such a sign of the time, but a sign 

of the time that stands in antagonism over against the contem- 

porary generation, and with which the race must in time be 

reconciled, under peril of salvation. What else can be meant 

by this sign of the tune, than the great o-^/Aaoi/ Christ ? The 

passage in Luke can, therefore, have no other meaning than, 

this generation, for which Christ is a o-^eiov a.vTiXeyop.vov, 

should seek to be reconciled with him while it is still with 

him on the way to the judge (to eternity), because this sign, 

which is mistaken for the avrtSiKos, will hereafter pronounce an 

inexorable judgment. See further, Matt. vi. 22, 23 coll. Luke Matt. vi. 22, 

CMO/I rm i/i\\ / i e \ ~ 23coll.Luka 

xi. o4-ob. ine expression ccpc/aA/Ao? TTOI^POS and aTrAous is on xi. 34-36. 


both sides the same. With Matthew the "single" and the 
" knavish eye," mean respectively purity and impurity in rela- 
tion to the goods for which man strives. It has just been said, 
namely, that we should not lay up treasures on earth, which 
13* 
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may be corrupted by moth and rust, and which may excite the 
desire of thieves ; we should rather strive after heavenly 
treasures that are not subject to such dangers. Now follows 
the expression with reference to the single and the knavish eye, 
7 which is still further confirmed by v. 24 : You cannot serve 

God and Mammon. The 6(0aA//,os irovrjpos is, therefore, the 
same eye, which assuming the role of striving after heavenly 
treasures yet (lustfully or enviously) squints at earthly 
treasures, and in this manner would serve both God and Mam- 
mon. The connection is different in Luke xi. 34 f. Here the 
sign-seeking generation is denounced, and the Ninevites who 
were converted under the preaching of Jonas are held up to it 
as a reproach. " But a greater than Jonas is here " ; how 
much more ground, therefore, has this generation to be con- 
verted than had the Ninevites ! " No man puts a candle under 
a bushel, but on a candlestick " ; now follows the saying, " the 
light of the body is the eye," etc. According to this connection, 
therefore, the Avj^os, vs. 33, can only refer to Christ as the 
light of the world, and the " eye," can only designate apprecia- 
tion for Christ, the eye of faith, which may be either clear or 
darkened. If, therefore, in the passage in Matthew " the 
whole body," which may be either " light or dark," designates 
the clearness or the darkness of the moral conscience, in Luke 
the religious conscience must be pointed out, which in relation 
to Christ, the light of the world, may be either clear or dark. 
Matt. x. 24 Cf. further, Matt. x. 24 with Luke vi. 40, and John xiii. 16. 
vi. 40 and When it is said in Matthew : " the disciple is not above his 
Iti. n Jau> master," it is made clear from what precedes, where the dis- 
ciples have been reminded of the persecutions that await them, 
that Jesus means to say, the disciple has no better fate to 
expect than his master. But this expression in Luke has a 
different connection of thought ; immediately before, namely, 
stand the words : Can, indeed, one blind man be a leader of 
another ? "When, now, the expression, " the disciple is not 
above his teacher " follows, it can here mean nothing else than, 
" If the teacher is blind, so much the more must his disciple be 
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blind ; or, in order that he may not fall with him into the pit, 
he must be above the teacher," which is incongruous. This ex- 
pression has still another connection and sense in John xiii. 16: 
the foot-washing has just preceded ; Jesus instructs his disciples 
now with reference to the meaning of this act, and says : " I 
have given you an example in order that you may do unto each 
other as I have done unto you." The words following, " the 
disciple is not above his master," mean, accordingly, If /your 
Lord and Master have not held it beneath my dignity to per- 
form this menial service for you, so ought you, my disciples, 
who do not stand above me, to hesitate so much the less to do 
such service for one another. 

It may now be said, in opposition to this rule of the accurate 
consideration of the connection, and of the various meanings of 
similar expressions in the Gospels : either we must suppose 
that Christ used the same expression more than once, and with 
such different meanings, which is improbable, or else that one 
Evangelist has brought the expression into an improper con- 
nection, and it is therefore useless to attach so much impor- 
tance to the present connection. This method has been applied 
even by approved exegetes, like De Wette and Bleek, especially 
with regard to Luke xi. 33, 34. It can now, indeed, scarcely 
be unconditionally denied, eitfo r that Christ made use of an 
expression more than once (see, e.g. Matt. x. 39 ; xvi. 25, 
et al.), or that an Evangelist has here and there brought an ex- 
pression into an unhistorical connection ; but in no case ought 
the latter to be assumed lightly and without good ground. 
And if such a view must be accepted, the ascertaining of this The exe- 

ffptp*s find 

circumstance is immediately the work of the critic, not of the the critic's 
exegete. The latter has to explain the writing as it is ; since criminated 
it is one question how the author himself thought with refer- 
ence to the connection ; another, whether Jesus himself really 
used the given expression in this connection. 

27. Misleading Passages. 

In genera] it occurs that a passage, according to the mere 
language, seems to have a sense different from what it really 
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iCor.iii.16, has. See e.g. 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. Here Christians are called 

17,andlCor N n . 

vi. 19. vaos Beov and a warning is added against the pollution of this 
temple. Because now in 1 Cor. vi. 19, where the bodies of 
believers are called a temple of the Holy Spirit, unchastity is 
spoken of, and the expression <f)6eipeiv TOV vabv TOV 6eov seems 
very suitable to sexual transgressions, hence it has been believed 
that the first passage must also have this sense. But examine 
the connection. Immediately before, the Apostle has spoken of 
the various kinds of service in the structure of the Christian 
church, which discourse has reference to the Corinthian division 
into parties. It is intimated that there are such teachers as 
seek to build the church of bad, destructible material. When, 
now, immediately thereupon the Corinthian Christians are 
denominated a temple of God, this expression can designate 
nothing else than the Christian church, and the expression 
<j)6eipei.v TOV vaov TOV deov nothing else than the corruption of 
James i. 3 the church through bad doctrines. Cf. besides, James i. 3 with 
i. 7. '1 Pet. i. 7. In both places the word SOKI/UOV occurs, and 
apparently in very similar connections, and it might therefore 
be supposed that both passages have the same meaning, since in 
both the proving of believers is spoken of. But if we look at 
the connection more carefully, we shall find yet a difference of 
meaning. In James i. 3 temptations are spoken of by which 
the readers, far from having been overcome, rather have cause 
for rejoicing, because temptations bring about the wholesome 
When it is said, therefore, TO So/a'/uoi/ VJJLWV Karep- 
vTrofj-ov-ffv, So/a/xtov must here designate a means of con- 
firmation, a touch-stone (see also Dionys. Hal. Ehet. 11). But 
if we attend more carefully to the sense and connection of 
1 Pet. i. 7, we shall see that there God is thanked for the sal- 
vation which has befallen the readers, which in the last time 
is to come to full revelation. The words that now follow, ev 
<3 dyaAA.iacr0, oXtyov apn et Seov XvirrjB evres ev TroiKtA.ois Treipacr- 
yxots, iva TO SOKIJU.IOV vfiuw TT}S 7rtcrTe<o5 7roA/UTi//.OTepov ^pvaiov 
. . . evpedrj, v airoKaXvifsei 'Iiqcrov XpMrroi), show clearly that 
SoKipiov designates here not what confirms, but the confirmation* 
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Substantives in -tov have in general now an active, now a pas- 
sive signification, e.g. 6\j/6viov vegetables, but also the place 
where vegetables are sold, aaroXiov herd of goats, but also 
goat-pasture. (See SoKipiov in Herodian. II. 10, 12). See 
also John v. 25 ; this passage seems to speak of the eschato- John v. 25. 
logical awakening from death, a sense which seems also to be 
confirmed through vs. 28, 29, where this meaning is entirely 
beyond doubt. But observe the connection of the former 
passage. It is said, immediately before, that he who attends 
faithfully to the word of Jesus, and believes in Him who sent 
him, does not come into judgment, but has eternal life. Now it 
appears from the Johannean meaning of the word Kpicrvs (iii. 
19 , v. 22; xii. 31 ; xvi. 8, 11), as well as from that of tfarj 
atwwos (iii. 36 ; vi. 54 ; x. 28 ; xii. 50 ; xvii. 3), that not merely 
something in the world to come, but already something in this 
world, is designated thereby. That this is applicable to our 
passage also is clear from the preceding words, ep-^eraL S>p a 
KOI vvv ICTTLV. When now it is said, " The hour cometh . . . 
in which the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and live," something to occur already in this present life 
must also be meant, and by the veKpois the spiritually dead 
must be understood, as in Luke ix. 60 ; xv. 24, 32 ; Eph. ii. 
1, 5. Therefore, the spiritual quickening through the awak- 
ening voice of the Son of God is meant. But is not vs. 
28, 29 against this ? No, but the contrary ; since what is 
here spoken of the corporeal awakening from death, is intro- 
duced by the fj.rj Oavfj-d^ere TOVTO, referring back to the earlier, 
which would be altogether nugatory, if vs. 25 had said the same 
thing as vs. 28, 29. Rather the /AT; Oavfjid^ere TOVTO introduces 
a confirmation by means of a still greater. The thought is 
this : Marvel not that I ascribe to myself such a power of spir- 
itual restoration to life, since that awakening at the last day 
and the final judgment will also be consummated by the Son of 
God. See further, James i. 17. The sense seems to be this : James i. 17. 
All good gifts come from above, and we are, therefore, to 
receive them thankfully from God. But this sense corresponds 
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by no means with the connection. Immediately before goes 
the warning against the deterministic view, which was wont to 
ascribe the yielding to opposition and temptations, that arise 
from within, to God ; it is rather our own lust that arises in 
the heart and brings forth sin and its consequence, death. 
And now, to prove that the matter in hand is a warning against 
a ruinous error, and not an encouragement to thankfulness, the 
sentence : Trao-a Socrts ayadr) ... is introduced by a p,r) Tr\ava.crOe. 
Consequently, this also must have reference to that error, and 
must contain the opposite truth : " Only a good gift (nothing 
but a good gift) comes from above," etc. Cf. Tracrav x a P^ v 
f)yr)<ra.o-6e vs. 2, which Luther already translated correctly, 

Matt. vii. 8. " esteem it an idle joy . . . ." See also Matt. vii. 8, where 
TrSs 6 aiToiv Xafifidvei etc. is more correctly rendered " only he 
who prays receives," than " every one who prays receives." 
Only with the help of the connection can, finally, the passage 

Gal. iii. 19, Gal. iii. 19, 20, celebrated as a crux interpretum, be explained. 
The connection with what precedes is as follows : Paul means 
to show, in general, that salvation comes from the promise, 
hence from grace, and not from the law. Then the objection 
presses upon him, to what end then was the law, which is a 
divine ordinance, given ? This leads him to the relation of the 
law to the divine promise and grace, viz. : 1) The law is an 
institution rendered necessary on account of transgression, but 
still temporary (vs. 19) ; 2) The law was promulgated through 
mediators (sc. angels vs. 19), wherein evidently not a glorifica- 
tion of the law, but its inferiority is designed to be expressed ; 
since the angels are here mentioned not as a revelation of God 
in opposition to non-revelation, but as mediated revelation in 
opposition to the immediate. Now follow the disputed words 
6 Se /xecrtT^s evos OVK arm/, 6 8e $eos ets CO-TH/. These words 
mark evidently no progress in the thought, but contain merely 
an elucidation of the words . . . tv x l P<- /ACOTTOU. But wherein 
does this elucidation consist ? Here the circumstance that, 
vs. 20 contains an antithetical parallelism comes to our aid. The 
antithesis rests upon i>os OVK lorn/ and els mv, but also upon 
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and #eo's. The /xeo-t-n?? presupposes not only one, but 
two persons, between whom he is to mediate. The expression 
here is quite a general one, and designates neither the angels 
specially nor Moses specially. Paul means to say: The in- 
feriority of the legal dispensation to the dispensation of grace 
is clear from the fact that the former rests on a mediate, but 
the latter on an immediate, revelation; that, therefore, presup- 
poses merely a mediate, but this an immediate, relation between 
God and man. 

28. Doubtful Passages. 

But we may be in doubt, whether there is any connection or 
not. In the Gospels at least, this is not seldom the case ; and 
it is not to be denied, that there are cases where no connection 
can be found, and where any endeavor to establish a connection 
would be unexegetical trifling. Cf. Luke xvi. 1, where every Lukexvi.l 
effort to find an internal connection between the parable of the 
Prodigal Son and the parable of the Unjust Steward, must be 
thwarted. See likewise vs. 18, where we certainly have before 
us an apothegm wrested from its connection ; cf. Matt. v. 32, 
where it stands in its natural connection. Just as little are we 
to think of a logical connection of Luke vi. 39 with the fore- Luke vi. 39. 
going, while this expression in Matt. xv. 14 stands precisely in 
its right place. Now and then an expression, figure, and the 
like seems to be joined merely according to the association of 
ideas, as Matt. xiii. 24 f., the parable of the Tares to the para- Matt. xiii. 
ble of the Sower. Perhaps, also, the word 8iao-Kop7ria) (Luke U ]l e xv jg 
xv. 13 and xvi. 1) gave occasion to join the parable of the and XV1> L 
Prodigal Son and the parable of the Unjust Steward, so fun- 
damentally different, to each other. But often we may be 
really in doubt whether there is a connection. It appears fre- 
quently, from a superficial glance, as if there were none, and 
yet a more profound examination establishes the fact that there 
is a connection. See, e.g. Luke xvi. 13 : "No man can serve Lukexvi.13 
two masters," etc. These words are regarded by some exe- 
getes as separated from the foregoing, while others recognize a 
connection. Without entering into an explanation of the para- 
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ble of the Unjust Steward, we may make here only the follow- 
ing observations. To the parable of the Steward from vs. 8 to 
vs. 12, inclusive, three sentences are appended, of which the 
first is very intimately connected with the figure, while in the 
following there is a progress from the special to the general, so 
that 1) To the saying, " the children of the world are 
wiser than the children of the light," the direction to the dis- 
ciples as to the children of the light, liow they, as such, are to 
exercise prudence, is added, and 2) in vs. 10-12 to the ex- 
pression, " Make for yourselves friends with the unrighteous 
mammon . . . ," is appended the apothegm, " He that is faith- 
ful iu the least things, is faithful also in much," etc. The 
transition from prudence to fidelity is here formed by the 
" making of friends with the unrighteous mammon," which is 
as well an act of prudence as of fidelity ; of prudence, so far as 
it leads to the goal to admittance into the eternal mansions ; 
of fidelity, so far as charitableness is the true and divinely 
ordained administration of mammon. In fidelity with refer- 
ence to these worldly and external possessions it must appear 
whether one will be faithful over the heavenly and inalienable 
possessions. And now, vs. 13 : " No man can serve two mas- 
ters " . . . ? The connecting thought is that of fidelity, fidelity, 
that is to say, with reference to the aX-qOivov or vp-erepov. This 
consists in serving the same undividedly and without thinking 
of what has been left behind. Here, evidently, as already in 
what precedes, the idea of charitableness is entirely dropped, 
and only the idea of fidelity is retained. It is a difficult ques- 
Lukeavi. tion, whether the account of the rich man (Luke xvi. I9ff.), 

in flf" 

stands in connection with what precedes. The answer cannot 
be given without an examination of the parable itself, on which 
see below. Here only the following : There is evidently 
no connection with vs. 18 ("whosoever shall put away his 
wife . . ."). On the other hand, it is well connected with 
vs. 14 and vs. 15, since vs. 16-18 are detached apothegms, as 
DO one can deny. Jesus having spoken depreciatingly of 
earthly goods (vs. 113), the rich Pharisees turned up their 
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noses at him, the pauper, and thought : hinc illae lacrymae ! 

It is very remarkable that hereupon follows on Jesus's part not 

immediately a denunciation of their worship of mammon, but 

only of their self-righteousness. Possibly the Evangelist here 

has not put this denunciation in the right place. But if the 

connection is correct, or at least was designed by the Evange- 

list, the matter may be thought of thus : the rich have in the 

world the prepossession of merit, of righteousness, and of piety; 

every good action in them is more observed and more highly 

appreciated than if a poor and obscure man performs it, and so 

it comes about that they themselves set a higher estimate on 

their righteousness. This now Jesus urges only against the 

usual over-estimate of oneself (v. 15). To this, now, vs. 19 ff., 

might be joined more naturally by as much as this shows, with- 

out any reference to the moral worth of the rich and the poor, 

how, ceteris paribus, a good lot will fall to the part of the poor 

man and a bad lot to the part of the rich man in the world to 

come. Only the intercalated apothegms (vs. 16-18) make this 

connection somewhat uncertain. Very uncertain also is the con- 

nection of Matt. vii. 6 : " Bestow not what is holy upon the dogs," Matt. vii. 6. 

etc. The exhortation not to judge and not to see the mote in the 

brother's eye precedes. "What congruity now has the expres- 

sion cited with this ? This seems, indeed, precisely to presup- 

pose and to demand a Kpti/av. If any one would regard this 

expression as misplaced, this could hardly be repelled as an 

impropriety. Yet we are to examine still more closely, 

whether this want of connection is not merely apparent. In 

fact Bengel here seems to have struck upon the right view, 

when he observes on this passage : Hie occurritur alteri ex- 

tremo. Extrema enirn sunt : judicare non judicandos et cani- 

bus sancta dare : nimia severitas et nimia laxitas. Not unfre- 

quently may the connection be doubtful, when the expression 

under consideration shows in a parallel passage another and a 

more suitable connection. See e.g. Matt, xviii. 12-14 (the Matt, 


parable of the Lost Sheep), which is here referred to the chil- 
dren, while in Luke xv. 4-6 far more suitably, apparently 
14 
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Matt. xi. 25 it is applied to sinners. Further, Matt. xi. 25 (the rendering 

coll. Luke / 

x. 21. of thanks by Jesus for the truth revealed to the irpiois), which 

passage stands here pretty abruptly ; or, if it stands in any sort 

of connection with the foregoing denunciation of the impenitent 

cities, still the connection is very loose, while the words in 

Luke x. 21 seem to be far better prepared for through what 

Matt. xii. 83 precedes. So also the expression, Matt. xii. 33 (17 Troi^o-ore 

vii.!6ff ' TO SevSpov KaXov . . .), appears, in the apologetical discourse 

against the Pharisees, who had attributed his healing of a 

demoniac to a covenant with Beelzebub, far. from being so 

suitable as in Matt. vii. IGf. But we must here repeat, that 

The inter- the first question with the interpreter of the Gospels is not, 

preters first 

question, whether Jesus himself spoke the words under consideration in 
this connection, but whether the Evangelist has aimed at a 
connection, and what. Now, with reference to the passages 
just cited, a connection may without difficulty be shown ; Matt, 
xviii. 12 f., joins the simile to the warning, not to despise the 
little ones, nor to give them a o-KavSaXov, since precisely they are 
in esteem with God. Matt. xi. 25 does not, to be sure, con- 
nect with the preceding as well as does Luke x. 21, yet it is 
difficult to overlook the fact, that as the thanksgiving is in a 
general way opposed to the denunciation, so the VTJTTIOI are 
opposed to the cities, which "are exalted to the heavens." 
Matt. xii. 33, finally, forms an integral part of the apologetical 
discourse ; since after Jesus had up to vs. 32 made special refer- 
ence to the contumelious speech of the Pharisees, his discourse 
is now generalized, referring, as he does, their reviling to its 
root, their corrupted sense, and saying : from this, to be sure, 
can no other than bad fruit, perverse words, proceed. What 
has been said may be summed up in the following princi- 

Principies. pies : 1) No passage is to be explained otherwise than 
from its connection. 2) If no connection is manifest, and 
the passage appears isolated, we must first examine carefully 
whether there is not such a connection after all ; but in this we 
are to guard against substituting a connection withougJit of by 
the author. 3) Whether the connection formed is really 
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present, and whether it is the right connection, is to be ascer- 
tained only by a special examination of the conjunctions, and 
by a general consideration of the intention of the whole course 
of thought. 

/?) Tlie Parallel Passages* 

29. General View of the Subject. 

The employment of parallel passages must go hand in hand 
with attention to the connection. The mere explanation accord- 
ing to the connection often fails to secure the certainty that is 
desired, at least in cases where the linguistic usage under con- 
sideration and the analogous thought cannot at the same time 
be otherwise established. Parallel passages may be such, Various 
either according to the mere language, or according to the sub- parallels, 
ject-matter, or both at the same time. Verbal parallels estab- Verbal 
lish points of linguistic usage. Now various cases may here Two cas g s 
occur : a) Either the meaning of a word arrived at through 
the parallel passage agrees with that demanded by the connec- 
tion, or not ; /J) Either the meaning of a word is sufficiently 
supported by linguistic usage, but does not suit the connection ; 
or in general the word is rare (either in Greek generally, or at 
least in biblical Greek). Is a rendering otherwise sufficiently 
known and assured, but unsuitable to the connection ? Then 
we are not to be content simply with the sense demanded by 
the connection, but we must ascertain whether this sense is 
corroborated by parallel passages. If so, the rare rendering 
may be regarded as assured. As evidence for the meaning of 
a word such parallel passages are often also of importance for 
the thought. Only we must not be satisfied, without further 
investigation, with what the lexicons afford. The ultra lexica 
sapere is incumbent upon the exegete. If an unusual render- 
ing is under consideration, the passage must be studied with 
especial thoroughness. To illustrate : "Wahl's Lexicon gives iiiustra- 

among the definitions of dScX^os, consanguineus, and bases the Wahl's 

Lexicon. 

1 Cellerier, Manuel d'Hermeneutique Biblique, pp. 115-117 and 205-227, 
very valuable, as well for the principles set forth as for the abundant ex- 
amples of the application of the principles. TK. 
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rendering on Matt. xiii. 55, 56 ; John vii. 1 ; Acts i. 14. But 
an attentive examination of these passages makes this render- 
ing extremely doubtful. The error comes evidently of clinging 
too fondly to the traditional supposition that Jesus had no 
brothers according to the flesh. Again, obsequium Evangelio 
debitum is adduced as a meaning of aKo-ff l with a reference to 
Gal. iii. 2, 5. The groundlessness of this rendering appears, on 
a closer examination of the passage, from the well-known Hel- 
lenistic usage transmitted through the LXX into the N. T., 
according to which d/co?? means " tidings " (JiSSffiiB). Just as 


little will the scientific exegete rest content with "Wail's defini- 

tion of K\TJcri<; s&felicitas, ad quam spectat invitatio Dei, since 

2 Thess. i. 11, the passage cited in its support, admits at least 

Example of of still one other interpretation. On the other hand, an authen- 

ofparaUeis 6 tic verbal parallel may be an exceedingly welcome support for 

an unusual rendering, and a discovery of this kind cannot be 

too carefully preserved. In confirmation of what has been said 

James i. 17 we refer to James i. 17. That TTO.CTO. in this passage means not, 

co " ' as usual, " all," but rather " only," is, indeed, made exceedingly 

probable through the context. 2 We arrive at certainty only 

John iv. 37 through the parallel passage i. 2. See also John iv. 37 (6 A.O- 
coll. Heb. x. e s\ a ' \ mi ^ r- * \ n > 

22. yos ecrriv o oMjvwo's). Ine usual meaning 01 OA^CWOS, genuine , 

seems to be inadmissible here. 3 'AX^ii/os seems, therefore, to be 
here put for dX^&ys. The context can in this case also, however, 
only establish a probability, and this probability needs the support 
of at least one parallel passage. Such a passage is, in fact, Heb. 
x. 22 : n-er dX^ii/?}? /capStas . . . , where the meaning, true, admits 
John ix. 39 of no doubt. Cf. further, John ix. 39: ets Kplpa. eyu> e rov 

xi. 33, and KO'O/AOV . . . yXdov, and now follows the epexegesis : " that the 
John v. 9. 

1 Alford, " that preaching which proclaimed (the) faith." Cremer, Bib. 
Theol. Lex. of the N. T. Greek, "What is heard (said) about faith." So, 
Meyer. TR. 

2 Jul. Mutter, Lehre d. Siinde 1. 322: "James does not wish to express 
the thought, that everything that is good comes from God, but that every- 
thing which comes from God is good." TR. 

3 Godet, in loc. : "... in the ordinary Johannic sense, the word that 
corresponds to the essence of the thing." So also Meyer. DeWette's view 
is similar to that expressed in the text. TE. 
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blind may become possessed of sight and the seeing may become 
blind." But now Kpi^a means penal judgment. Should it be 
sought to retain this meaning here also it would be suitable 
only to the second member of the final proposition. And yet, 
the context shows that KQI/AO. refers to the first member at least 
as much as to the second, and that Kpipa is here very probably 
used for Kpto-ts. 1 But can this be justified by linguistic usage ? 
That Kpuris and /cpiju.a are, by way of exception, used promis- 
cuously for B5ttJa (in the LXX usually translated by Kpfyia, by 
way of exception by icpuns), cf. Kpijaara, Rom. xi. 33, where it 
cannot possibly mean " penal judgments," but only " decisions," 
with Kpio-ts, John v. 29, where the word must mean " penal 
judgment." Cf. finally, the vexed words, John viii. 37 : ... John viii. 
%-rjrei.Te //.e cbroKTeu/ai, on 6 Aoyos 6 efcos ov x<apei ev vp.lv. The 


usual meaning of xoopeu' is to give place, but this is not at all 
suitable here. In profane Greek (with the KOU/OIS) it means also 
succedere, incrementum capere, and so it is taken here by respec- 
table exegetes ; but not only does this sense appear too flat, 
and " the absence of progress on the part of the word in the 
hearts of the hearers " furnish no sufficient ground for the &]TGLT 
fj.e a.7roKTiva.L ; but also the circumstance, that the meaning 
succedere occurs nowhere else at all in the New Testament, is 
unfavorable to its adoption here ; while on the one hand the 
sensuous meaning, "to hold, to con tain " (John ii. 6 ; Mark ii. 2), 
and a tropical meaning, to conceive, intelligere (Matt. xix. 11 ; 
2 Cor. vii. 2), are assured through New Testament linguistic 
usage. Here now, to be sure, the exceptional circumstance 
occurs that ^wpeti/ is used intransitively. We might now (with 
Origen and Nonnus) take the lv vfuv as brachylogical for ets 
V/A&S and translate 6v x^P" *" vfuv, finds not entrance into you; 
but this is wholly unsupported by linguistic usage, however 
suitable it would be to the context. It seems best, therefore, 
to render the difficult expression according to the analogy of 

1 Some of the best authorities (Meyer, Godet, Cremer) regard Kpipa 
as not necessarily meaning penal judgment, but as a vox media. DeWette : 
TB. 
14* 


162 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPRETER. 

Mark ii. 2, where, as here, x w P^ v stands intransitively, has not 
place in you. 

3O. Hapax Legomena. 

This example of an extremely rare rendering of an expres- 
sion brings us to the question how we are to deal with a?ra 
Aeyo/iei/oi?, and indeed, first of all, with expressions which are 
not in themselves strictly O.TT. Acy. but whose meaning in the 

The first given passage is altogether singular. Here we are first to 
ascertain whether a rendering supported by the linguistic usage 
is not really admissible in the connection in question. Some- 
tunes this only appears to be the case, and the " inadmissibility " 
rests only on the fact that the word taken in its usual meaning 
does not give the sense which the exegete expected before- 
hand. But if the familiar rendering really gives no tolerable 
sense, we have to depend entirely on the connection, yet so 
that we adhere as closely as possible to the analogy of an 
established rendering (see above). This does not, of course, 

Distinc- apply to O.TT. Aey. proper. But we are to distinguish be- 
tween air. Aey. which are such merely in the New Testament, 
and CLTT. Aey. which are such altogether. The former, if their 
meaning is not clear in itself, find their parallels in other Hel- 
lenistic literature, i.e. in the LXX and other Greek translations 
of the Old Testament, in the Apocrypha, or in the Pseudepi- 
graphs, in Josephus and Philo, or finally in the xotVois 1 But 
with regard to the absolute O.TT. Aey. for which no parallel 
passages are to be found, in the nature of the case, we are to 
have recourse for the establishing of their meaning partly to 
the etymology and partly to the ancient Greek interpreters. 
The most noted and the most disputed example is CTTIOTJO-IOS, 
Matt. vi. 11; Luke xi. 3. Cf . also -TTLOTIKOS, Mark xiv. 3 ; 
John xii. 3. 

31. What are Genuine Parallels? 

We have seen earlier how often interpreters have allowed 
themselves to be led astray by apparent parallels, i. e. by simi- 
larity of an expression. The question, therefore, arises : What, 

i See 11. 
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then, are genuine parallel passages ? In this relation different Genuine 
kinds and degrees are to be distinguished ; (a) Cases in which p nssages ' 
the same subject is undoubtedly spoken of, even if not in the jitter 1 m 
same terms. Cf. Luke xiv. 26. Here the expression os . . . ov Luke xix. 

v r 3 ~ j- n T\ 26 COl. Matt 

TOV Trorepa avrov ... is pamiully severe. JJoes a passage x . 37audvi. 


,_ 

perchance occur elsewhere, in which Jesus speaks of the same 
matter ? To be sure ; cf. Matt. x. 37 : " He that loveth father 
or mother more than me is not worthy of me." Therefore not 
a positive hatred is spoken of in the first passage, but only a 
disregarding or not loving. But can such a meaning of /ato-eiv 
be sustained ? Cf. Matt vi. 24 : OvSeis Swarat Swn Kvpwis 8ov- 
Aevetv, 17 yap TOV fva /uo-ijo-ei K. TOV erepov dya/Tnjo-ec K.T.A. Here 
jatcretv is simply the negation of dycm-ai/, and so the sense in the 
passage first cited is : "Where there is collision of obligations 
(cf. Matt. x. 35 sq.), it is the disciple's duty to sacrifice family 
ties to love to Christ. Cf. further, Matt. xix. 24 : ev/coTrwrepoi/ Matt. xix. 

24 coll. 
Ka.p.rjXov 810. TpV7nj//,aTos patjiiSos e6seA$iv 97 TrAoucriov els Mark x. 24. 


ficuriXeiav TU>V ovpavuv. This passage has likewise given 
much offence by reason of its severity. However objectionable, 
now, it may be to allow our subjective aversion to weaken 
down the meaning of the words, yet must a parallel passage be 
welcome which explains at least that harsh expression. Such 
a passage is Mark x. 24 : TTOJS Sva-KoXov kcmv TOUS TreTroi^oras 
ETTI ^p7^u.acriv eis rrjv jSatnAetav TOV 6eov eto-eA^etv. Without 
doubt the words stand in Matthew in their original form, while 
the passage in Mark has somewhat the nature of a gloss. 
But however much everything that smacks of glossing is ex- 
posed to criticism, it is still often very welcome in an exegeti- 
cal relation. Here we have really an explanation of the words 
of Jesus reaching up hard on to the Apostolic age. Yet we 
must in such cases guard against defacing the brusque origin- 
ality of Christ's words. We sometimes meet with an expression Uninteiiigi- 

__ blfi GXDFGS" 

not offensive, but only unintelligible, cf. 1 Pet. ii. 5. Here the sions. 
readers are exhorted, dveveyKat 7n/ev//,<mKas Ova-la's euTrpoo-SeVrous e ' u * 

. There may be an uncertainty as to what is meant by 
. Ova: Now a parallel passage presents itself, which con- 
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Parallel 

passages 
standing in 
different 
connections 

Matt. vii. 
13, 14 coll. 
Luke xiii. 
23, 24. 


Matt. vii. 
7-11 coll. 
Luke xi. 
9-13. 


Matt. xxv. 

14coll.Luke 

jdx.llff 


tains not, indeed, precisely the same expression, but the same 
thought, viz. Bom. xii. 1, where believers are exhorted irapa.- 
cmjom TO, cra/AdTa . . . Q\>aim> Gcrav ayiav evdpe(rTOV r<3 Oew. 
From this simple passage it is evident that Trveu/wmKai dvariat 
(the #uom o-a) means nothing else than the devotion of the 
body to God. Do we desire to learn still more precisely what 
the Apostle means by Trapaa-rqa-ai TO. o-oj/tara ? Rom. vi. 19 in- 
forms us : " As ye have yielded your members servants to 
uncleanness and to iniquity . . . even so now yield your mem- 
bers (TrapacTT^craTe TO. p.c\.i) vpJwv) servants to righteousness," i.e. 
just as you in your old life used your members as organs of 
sin, so now in your new life let your members serve as organs 
of righteousness. ft) Parallel passages which are such as 
well according to the expression as according to the sense, but 
which stand in the one place either without connection or in a 
connection different from that of the other. Cf. Matt. vii. 13, 
14 : " Enter ye in at the straight gate . . . ." These words, 
which stand in Matthew without connection, have in Luke xiii. 
23, 24 an excellent connection : to the question, el oXiyoi ol 
crw^ofjLevoL, Jesus answers, dycoviecr$ et<reA.$etv . . . , i.e. instead 
of troubling yourselves with the idle question whether many or 
few shall be saved, strive rather, that you may belong to the 
few, etc. Cf . further, Matt. vii. 7-1 1 : " Ask and it shall be 
given to you." This passage also stands isolated in Matthew; 
and although it is clear in itself, so far as the language is con- 
cerned, yet it receives in Luke xi. 9-13, through the connection, 
its excellent elucidation ; trusting in God as the hearer of 
prayer is spoken of, and by dint of an argument a minori 
ad majus by the example of a lazy friend, who yet may be 
aroused through persistent entreaty, it is shown that so much 
more promptly will God hear those that pray, and through the 
example of fathers who are irovepoi, and yet can give good gifts 
to their children, it is shown that so much more the good 
Father in heaven will give good gifts to his own, if they ask ' 
him for them. The parable of the Talents has in Matt. xxv. 
14 ff. only the general meaning, that if the master should re- 
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turn and demand a reckoning the truth would come to light ; 
but in Luke xix. 11 ff., a more definite motive is apparent, 
viz. the expectation of the crowd, which accompanied Jesus on 
his journey to Jerusalem, that very soon the glory of the king- 
dom of heaven was to be revealed. To this carnal expectation 
the Lord opposes in the parable the doctrine that the kingdom 
of God consists not in reward and luxury, but in fidelity 

in little things. 7) Frequently it is entirely beyond doubt Parallel 
. IT i -. T ,.-. passages 

that two expressions are parallel, yet they stand in difterent dissimilarly 

connections, and are dissimilarly occasioned (cf. above, 26). 

"We add to the examples there adduced still the following : Matt. Matt. vii. 

vii. 21 f. coll. Luke xiii. 25-28. In both places the pretensions Luke xiii. 

25^8 

of those that rely on certain points of pre-eminence, and that 
think themselves entitled through these to participation in the 
kingdom of God, are rebuffed ; in Matthew these prerogatives 
arc great deeds and results in God's kingdom, in Luke per- 
sonal acquaintance and communion with Jesus. In both places 
it is shown, that such points of pre-eminence do not insure 
entrance into the kingdom of God. So also Matt. xiii. 16, 17 Matt. xiii. 
coll. Luke x. 23, 24. According to Matthew, Jesus has replied Luke x. 23, 
to the question of the disciples, why he spoke to the people in 
parables : " To you it is given to understand the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given . . . ." 
Now the circle of view widens, and Jesus proceeds : (Not only 
are you blessed beyond the blind and dumb o^Xos, but even 
beyond the saints of the old covenant, since) " many prophets 
and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 
see," etc. Luke gives the same expression in a different but 
just as suitable a connection : The seventy having returned 
from their mission, and having spoken of its great results, 
Jesus replies that they ought not to rejoice over their results, 
but rather that their names are written in heaven. Then, 
however, he thanks his Father that he has revealed the mys- 
teries of the kingdom not to the wise and prudent, but to 
f^Tuois even to those simple-minded disciples. To this now 
is closely joined the benediction to the seventy disciples : 
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What are 


The old 


Modern 
view 


The use of 

the N! T. 
mam o . 


Jmportant 
distinctions 


" Blessed are your eyes," etc. Thus we see : genuine parallel 
passages are not such as are similar in language, but not in 
sense, or are identical in expression, but different in purpose. 
Genuine parallel passages are rather such as 1) are identi- 
ca ^ ^ B t verbally yet in subject-matter and in purpose ; but 
particularly, such as 2) are the same in language and in 
thought, but of which the one is more intelligible than the 
other, and such as 3) exhibit in a good and appropriate 
connection an expression standing without connection or in an 
unsuitable connection. Such genuine parallel passages are, 
with the connection, an important aid to interpretation. 

32. Old Testament Citations in the New Testament. 

But there is still a whole class of parallel passages to be 
considered, viz. Old Testament citations in the New Testament. 1 
It was formerly believed, the view being supported by the doc- 
trine of the absolute inspiration and infallibility of the Scrip- 
tures, that the Old Testament passages have really the meaning 
which the New Testament writers attribute to them ; but this 
sense could be brought out only by violence, and by disregard- 
ing the most firmly established exegetical principles. This 
prejudice is now, to be sure, in our time, a vanquished stand- 
point ; yet there are not wanting in recent times, interpreters 
who will not openly and freely take the position that the New 
Testament writers cite usually without any reference to the 
local sense and connection, often under the employment of 
allegorizing and typologizing, with arbitrary pressing of the 
words. But here also it holds good that an "orthodoxy" 
(Glaiibigkeit) is good for nothing, that is in conflict with a 
better knowledge and conscience. The use made of the Old 
Testament in the New is, now, very manifold ; from the literal 
application to the most daring allegorizing, from an employ- 
ment excellent on the whole to the greatest arbitrariness. 
Every individual citation, therefore, requires an especial ex- 
amination. First of all, we are to ascertain whether the 
p assa g e j n hand is a real citation or a mere allusion ; next, we 

i Cf. Weiss, Bib. Theol., pp. 270-274. TE. 
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are to distinguish between a citation from memory merely, and 
one in which the Old Testament passage was before the writer's 
eves. But especially is the citation to be compared with the Eacncita- 

J , . . -, , tiontobe 

Old Testament passage itself, and it is to be ascertained, 1) compared 
Whether, as is usually the case, the citation is from the LXX, o. i. pas- 
or is based on the Hebrew text, and 2) How the sense of 
the passage in the New Testament is related to that in the Old. 
If we begin with the last, there are 1) well-applied citations. Weii-ap- 
Cf. Matt. iii. 3 and parallel passages, where John the Baptist tions. 
refers the words Isa. xl. 3 to himself. The connection of the JSjftJJ; 3 ' 
passage in Isaiah shows that there the approaching liberation x1 ' 3> 
and return from exile is proclaimed ; the people are about to 
return gloriously, Jehovah their liberator and king at their 
head ; a herald, according to the oriental custom, goes before, 
and commands that the way be prepared and all obstacles 
removed. This connection and local meaning is, of course, 
entirely disregarded in the New Testament passage ; besides, 
in the Hebrew "la"/-?- 1 ? is probably to be joined not with x to .p Vp, 
but with the following S t5 . But the LXX and other Greek 
translators, as Symmachus, connect Iv rrj ep^o* with POWVTOS, 
as in the New Testament passage. If we inquire now concern- 
ing the application, it is clear that the " preparing of the way," 
which in the passage in Isaiah has its literal meaning is here 
transferred to the spiritual. But the transference is very ap- 
propriate, the point of comparison being the preparatory and 
preliminary work to be accomplished here, namely, through 
John's preaching of repentance, which is to prepare for the 
coming Redeemer an entrance into the hearts of men. Another 
passaee in point is Luke iv. 1821 coll. Isa. Ixi. 1, 2. This Luke iv. 

. . . , ,..,, 18-21 coll. 

passage is very important from the fact that it is made by isa.ixi.1,2 
Jesus a text for the discourse that follows, and his own com- 
ing is regarded as the precise fulfilment of that expression. 
Deutero-Isaiah 1 declares that he has been inspired by the 

1 It is now the prevailing opinion among scholars, based chiefly upon 
internal grounds, that the latter part of Isaiah (from chap. xl. to the end) 
wa written not by Isaiah, but by a " great unknown " (Ewald) during the 
3>-\i]e. Tn favor of this view are such writers as Ewald, JJlcek, ct ul.; per 
contra, see Smith's Diet, of the Bible, Art. "Isaiah." Tn. 
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Spirit of the Lord to bring joyful tidings to the poor, to heal 
the broken-hearted, etc. This word of assurance to the Israel- 
ites in captivity and languishing in wretchedness, Jesus now 
applies to himself and to his hearers. They, indeed, are not in 
captivity, not in the dark dungeon, and are not to expect an 
emancipation in the politico-theocratical sense ; neither is the 
word of Jesus, any more than the similar expression in Luke vii. 
22, to be limited to the individual acts of healing performed by 
Jesus, but it has a broader import as the words TIT-CD^O! evu-y- 
yeXi^ovrai and ei/iauros Kvpiov Se/cros show. And if the prophet 
felt himself impelled by the Spirit of God to such a proclama- 
tion, in a still fuller sense Jesus himself felt impelled to an- 
nounce redemption from a Babylon of sin, and a time of salva- 
Rom. xi. tion. The citation from 1 Kings xix. 10, 18 in Rom. xi. 2-4 is, 
i Kings xix. also very appropriate. In the section chs. ix.-xi. Paul inquires 
' ' into the extent to which the Israelites are excluded from salva- 
tion in Christ, and having shown from Old Testament types 
that salvation is purely a matter of grace, but that Israel, 
through its offence at salvation bestowed of grace, has itself 
deserved exclusion, he comes now to the principal question, 
Whether God has really, as apparently, cast Israel away. This 
he denies, and adduces in support of his position an analogous 
case in the history of Elijah : Just as Elijah, when he fled from 
Ahab and Jezabel, believed that the people had fallen away 
from the true God, but through the divine oracle received the 
answer, I have yet reserved unto myself a kernel of seven 
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to Baal, so is 
it also now ; now also the whole people seems unbelieving and 
shut out from the salvation in Christ, but now also there exists 
a holy kernel of faithful ones. Now it is, indeed, undeniable 
that the historical sense in the two passages is not the same ; in 
the Old Testament passage the reference is to the falling away 
from the true God into idolatry, in the passage in Romans, on 
the other hand, it is to the rejection of the Gospel ; there it is 
fidelity to the old God, here it is faith in the new salvation. 
Of this the Apostle takes no account at all, but confines him- 
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self simply to what is in fact the principal thing : that among 
the mass estranged from God, there is left a holy and faith- 
ful kernel. Thus regarded the citation is exceedingly appro- 
priate. But there are 2) Citations which seem unsuitable citations 

scpuiinffl v 

and arbitrary, but which as regards the thought are entirely unsuitable, 
just. Cf. Matt. xxii. 31, 32 and parall. : The Sadducees seek just. rea y 


to confound Jesus by an insidious question, designed to reduce 
belief in the resurrection ad absurdum. Jesus in his rejoinder Ex - iiL 6 - 
reproaches them with their ignorance of Scripture, and cites as 
a proof -text Ex. iii. 6 : " I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob " ; a passage apparently very far from the ques- 
tion, while other Old Testament texts, as Isa. xxvi. 19 ; Ezek. 
xxxvii., would have been far more obviously appropriate. How, 
now, are these words applied as proof of the resurrection ? On 
this matter the words that follow throw light : " God is not a 
God of the dead, but of the living," i.e. when God calls himself 
the God of the patriarchs, he presupposes that he continues hi 
union with them. But he can be in union only with those who 
exist and live. The nerve of the thought is the indissolubility 
of union with God. We find this fundamental thought added 
in Luke xx. 88 : " For all live unto him." But we see also 
that it is not meant to prove here the resurrection of the body, 
but that rather all too carnal conceptions of the future life are 
excluded (cf . vs. 30) . What Jesus would prove from the passage 
in Exodus is, rather, the persistent life of those whose God he 
has been. Cf. further. Matt. xiii. 14, 15. Jesus having set forth Matt. xiii. 
the parable of the Sower, his disciples ask him why he speaks isa. vi.9,io 
to the people in parables. He answers : " To you it is given 
to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given, because seeing they see not, and hearing 
they hear not," etc. Cf. Isa. vi. 9, 10 : "Ye will hear indeed, 
but perceive not, for the heart of this people has become fat 
(unsusceptible), etc. The sense of these words from Isaiah 
seems far less suitable here than in John xii. 40 and Acts 
xxviii. 26, 27 ; since here the people have given as yet no evi- 
dence at all of insusceptibility and unbelief. Besides, even i 
15 
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this were the case, the circumstance mentioned seems to be no 
ground for the words in the parable. Moreover, even his dis- 
ciples failed to understand that parable, cf. vs. 18 and Mark iv. 
10, 13. In order to understand the saying of Jesus we must 
make the passage in Isaiah on which it is based our starting- 
point. Isaiah after having received his consecration as prophet 
is sent forth to the people ; but instead of his prophesying's find- 
ing receptive ears, eyes, and hearts, the result is the opposite ; nay, 
this miscarriage is the effect of his preaching itself, only greater 
blindness and greater obduracy ! How so ? The word of God. 
cannot be treated with mere indifference, it cannot remain in- 
effectual, but it either enlightens and awakens or else it blinds 
and hardens. This is the tragic appeal of the prophet to the 
blind and stupid people. What now in Isaiah's time was the fate 
of the prophet and that of the people, this is, in general, the fate 
of the Messiah, that he must preach to deaf ears, yea that his 
preaching makes the people's ears deafer than before ; and this is 
the fate of the people, that as their fathers were hardened 
through the preaching of Isaiah, now also, only still more, they 
are hardened through the preaching of Jesus, and so the word 
of Isaiah must be fulfilled in the late posterity. This result is 
so much the more surely brought about through the veiled 
parabolical sayings ; since he who thinks that he understands 
and understands not, is by so much the blinder and more stupid. 
But was it really Jesus's purpose, that the people should be in- 
durated ; and was parabolical language the means to the accom- 
plishment of this purpose (cf. Mark iv. 12.; Luke viii. 10: Ira 
/SAeVovres fir) ySAeTrwort) ? Here we must observe the biblical 
teleology, by virtue of which the result is represented as 
designed so far as it really lies in the ordering of God that evil 
be punished by evil, stupidity by stupidity ; nay, that what 
should have been a means of salvation, must serve as a means 

Jfom. 1. 17 of destruction. Cf. further, Horn. i. 17 with Hab. ii. 4. Paul 

c 11 Heb 

ii. 4. ' has sai-1 in the prologue, that he has long desired to preach the 

gospel to believers in Rome also, forasmuch as it is a power 
of God for Jews as well as for Gentiles, and this is grounded 
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on the fact that in the gospel is revealed the righteousness 
proceeding from God (deov Genit. auctoris, cf. iii. 25, 26), i.e. 
that in the gospel it is shown how God would stand to men 
not in the relation of anger, but in the relation of righteousness 
or justice (Siraiocrwi; in opposition to 0/3717, cf. vs. 18) ; and this 
proposition is now fortified by the passage from Habakkuk. 
Now, to be sure, in this passage something altogether different 
from the Pauline justification through faith is meant. The 
connection there is as follows : After a bitter lamentation over 
the Chaldaean oppression, the prophet ascends the watch-tower 
in order to receive the answer of Jehovah. The answer comes, 
and is to be written down, since the fulfilment must still be 
waited for ; it attests, on the one hand, the truth of the lamen- 
tation, i.e. the arrogance of the Chaldaeans, but exhorts, on the 
other hand, to steadfast endurance : " Behold, his soul (i.e. the 
soul of the Chaldaean), which is lifted up, is not upright in 
him ; but the just shall live through his faithfulness ; " since 
finally and he who faithfully perseveres shall live to see it 
the deserved punishment shall fall upon the Chaldaeans. Per- 
severing trust in Jehovah, in whom is life, is therefore meant. 
But Paul speaks of the Trio-xts as trust in the salvation revealed 
in Christ. With the prophet, therefore, the trust relates to 
salvation from the theocratic distress to be expected only in 
the far future ; with Paul, to the salvation already completed in 
the present, from the condition of sin and wrath, in which the 
whole human race is found. A further question is, whether 
Paul also connected e/c Trccrrecus with ^o-erat. The LXX, 
according to whom he cites, have 6 Stxaeos IK Trtcrrews 
^Tjo-erat, because they probably read *>ro>rax3 instead of in^ 
But of this Paul has taken no account ; either, it may be, 
because he had no /xou in his manuscript, or because he cited 
merely from memory. But there can be no doubt but that the 
LXX connected the IK TTUTTGO;? GU.O-U) likewise with ^o-erat. 
But whether Paul also thus connected it is not certain, and can 
be ascertained only from the connection. But this makes it 
more probable that the Apostle meant to say : He that is jus- 
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tified by faith shall live, than : The just shall live by faith ; 
since the question is not so much, whence life is to come to the 
just man as whence righteousness is to come, or on Avhat kind 
of St/cato? life is promised in the gospel. But however differ- 
ent may be the situation and the local sense of the passage in 
the prophet and the passage in Paul, they yet agree not merely 
in language, but also in the fact, that they speak of the deliv- 
erance from a condition of evil and disgrace, and of trust as a 
condition of this deliverance ; since the theocratic deliverance 
appears everywhere as a type of the Christian salvation, and 
the trust in the (future) theocratic salvation, as faith in the 
salvation in Christ, is a steadfast striving after the ideal state 
of happiness revealed by God. 

33. Citations that treat the Old Testament arbitrarily. 

But far more numerous are those citations which treat the 
Old Testament text arbitrarily, and in which either no relation- 
ship, or only a very remote one, can be found between the 
thought of the .New Testament writer ad that of the original 
Three passage. "We distinguish citations in which the agreement is 
c asses. apparent and rests on the mere language ; citations in 


which agreement is attained only by the pressing of a single 

word contrary to the sense ; and, finally, citations in which the 

Old Testament passage could be drawn to the present thought 

only through the application of an unlimited allegorizing and 

Citations in typologiziug. a) Citations, in which the agreement rests 

B^reemeift upon the mere language. One of the most familiar, but also 

verbal 617 most disputed examples is Matt. i. 23 coll. Isa. vii. 14. 1 This 

Matt. i. 23 Evangelist, who is in general more careful than any other to 

coll. Isa. vii. J 

14. find in individual circumstances of the history of Jesus the ful- 

filment of Old Testament words, sees fulfilled in the birth from 
the virgin the prophetic utterance : The maiden (young woman, 
rrolpsri) shall conceive and shall bear a son and shall call his 
name " God with us." The connection in Isaiah is as follows : 

i See Fairbairn, Hermeneutical Manual, 456 ; Plumptre, Biblical Studies, 
45-52; Meyer, Comm., in loco, Matthew; Smith's Diet, of the Bible (Am 
ed.), Art. " Immanuel." Tu. 
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In view of the danger threatening from Syria, Ahaz receives 
the promise that the plan of the hostile power shall be frus- 
trated ; he is now invited to ask for the confirmation of the 
promise a sign, and Ahaz declining this receives the reply : 
Jehovah himself shall give you a sign ; the "ro< 1 ? shall con- 
ceive, etc. Now rv>>$ by no means always means a virgin 
(irapOevos) but also " young woman," for the most part, it is 
true, an unmarried person, but not virgo illibata for which the 
Hebrew has the word ir&ira ; frc^S corresponds rather to the 
Greek i/eaw's, as, indeed, Aquila, Theodotion, and Symmachus 
so translate the word. But even if nsto could be shown to 
mean -n-dpOevos, it is clear from the connection that the passage 
is not at all Messianic ; since the birth of the Immanuel is to 
be only a sign of deliverance in the immediate future. This is 
the simple exegetical relation of the matter, which no apologet- 
ical elaboration can change. Cf. also Matt. ii. 15 coll. Hos. Matt. H. 1 


1 CT 

xi. 1. Matthew, the only Evangelist who recounts the legend x i. 
of the flight of the infant Jesus to Egypt, sees in his return the 
fulfilment of the passage referred to in Hosea. But that in 
this passage by 15 is meant not the Messiah at all, but the 
people Israel, must be clear even to the simplest reader. Hosea 
speaks of the love wherewith Jehovah has drawn the people 
to himself, in that he has called it out of Egypt. It is, there- 
fore, only the words wos pov that could have occasioned the 
Evangelist to refer the passage in Hosea to Jesus. But would 
one still bring out and maintain the unifying idea that the true 
Israel has appeared in Christ, it may be replied, that Israel as 
the son of God and its calling out of Egypt is mentioned only 
with a view to show forth its unfaithfulness and unthankfulness 
towards God, which certainly finds not the shadow of an ap- 
plication in the infant Jesus. Cf. further, Rom. ix. 15 coll. Rom. ix. II 
Ex. xxxiii. 15 (LXX eXevycrw ov av eXew, KCU. oi/cmp^crco ov av xxxiii. 15. 


. These words are cited by Paul in confirmation of 
his assertion that God always proceeds freely in the bestowal 
of his grace. The emphasis lies, therefore, with him on ov, and 
the sense is : I have mercy only on whom I will have m^rcy. 
15* 
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Citations 
in which 
single 
words are 
pressed. 

Gal. iii. 16 
coll. Gen. 
xxii. 18. 


Heb.xii.26, 
27 coll. Hag. 
ii. 6f. 


But the original passage has quite a different sense : Moses 
has besought God to show him his face iu order that he may 
know that God is gracious to him. Jehovah answers him : No 
mortal, indeed, can behold his face ; but to him, Moses, he will 
reveal himself, since "to whom I am gracious, to hi ji I am 
gracious," etc. The emphasis here lies evidently not on the 
object, but on the predicates eXe^o-co and oiKreip^o-co and the 
sense is : " To whom I am merciful I am very merciful." j3) 
Citations, in which a single word of the Old Testament passage 
is so pressed, as to be made to subserve the end in view. In 
Gal. iii. 16 Paul urges the sing, <rn-eppa (S^l) in Gen. xxii. 18, 
in order to prove that the word (rn-epfw, cannot point to many 
but to one, viz. to Christ. But anrep^a, as is well-known, is a 
collective, and even if it may refer to one, it can never do so 
in opposition to many, and the singular as such can never 
have this argumentative weight. If it should be said that the 
aTrlpfw., the posterity of Abraham, has reached its culmina- 
tion in the one Christ, this is a dogmatic reflection on the word 
of Genesis, and not the sense of the passage itself. A similar 
urging of a single expression in a sense far remote from that 
of the original passage, is found in Heb. xii. 26, 27 coll. Hag. 
ii. 6 f. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews presses the 
a.Tra.% to imply only once, and thenceforth no more, God per- 
mitted a changing of things in order that the rest may remain. 
He means to show, that is to say, that the New Testament 
kingdom of God has an immovable stability, and that we 
should be so much the more careful not to sin against it 
through unbelief. But Haggai speaks of something quite dif- 
ferent ; the Lord declares, namely, to Zerubabel and to the 
high-priest Joshua, who were grieved at the smallness of the 
new temple; after a little while (toil nsa MtjX ^ix) he will 
cause a general shaking of the world, as a result of which the 
foreign peoples shall do homage to the God of Israel, and shall 
offer to the temple their treasures, which properly belong to 
him. The en a-jra.^ is, therefore, an incorrect translation of the 
Hebrew expression, and this translation has been used by the 
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author of the Epistle to the Hebrews for his own object. y) Citations in 
Citations in which an unlimited use is made of the allegory and allegory 


the type. Cf. 1 Cor. x. 4 coll. Ex. xvii. 6. 1 Paul applies the i 
circumstance that the Israelites on their journey through the 1 9f r b x ' * 
wilderness drank water from the rock allegorically to the xvii - 6 - 
spiritual drinking of the people, and the rock to the spiritual 
rock Christ, who accompanied them on the journey, a 
strange idea which has not the slightest ground in the Old Tes- 
tament account, but finds its analogue in the Chaldaean para- 
phrast Onkelos (on Ex. I.e.), and against whose Rabbinic 
origin Meyer should not have expressed himself with so much 
aversion. A piece of exegetically weak argument and arbi- 
trary allegorizing, just as much appealed to at least, and 

observed already by Luther and Calvin, is Gal. iv. 22 ff. 2 coll. Gai.iv.22ff. 

J J ' coll. Gen. 

Gen. xxi. 2 ff. Paul applies the fact that Abraham had two xxi.Sff. 

sons, the one born of a free woman, the other of a slave, alle- 
gorically to the two covenants, of which the one is the legal 
covenant, concluded on Mount Sinai, the other the covenant of 
liberty and of the heavenly Jerusalem. Here not only is the 
application of Hagar to Mount Sinai and the connecting of the 
latter with the earthly Jerusalem entirely arbitrary, but also 
the referring of Hagar to the legal covenant, while not Hagar 
at all, but Sarah, is the mother of the people of the law. Paul's 
fundamental thought, it is true, lies in the opposition between 
the servitude under the law and the freedom of the state of 
adoption, vs. 23. But this thought, true in itself, is here based 
upon an unexegetical allegorizing and typologizing, an argu- 
ment convincing for the Apostle, and perhaps for his first 
readers, but for us proving nothing at all. Another example 
is 1 Cor. ix. 9 coll. Deut. xxv. 4. There is not the least doubt i Cor. ix. 9 
but that the direction in Deuteronomy, " thou shalt not muzzle xxv. 4. 
the ox when he treadeth out the corn," was given with a view 
to promoting humanity towards the beasts. And who at the 
present day would regard this thought as unworthy of the 

1 Cf. Weiss, Lehrbuch d. Bibl. Theol. d. 2ST. T., 270. TR. 

2 Cf. the Commentaries of Meyer and Lightfoot in loco. TK. 
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Bible ? Not so Paul ; he holds it unworthy of God and of 
the Scriptures that he should have given a command relating 
to oxen, and applies the passage to laborers in the kingdom of 
God. But this explanation also has its origin and finds its 
analogy in the Jewish theology. Thus Philo says (De Sacrif. 
p. 251) : ov yap vvrep ru>v aXoywv 6 1/0/1,05, dAA' vTrep TW vow 
Reflestion KOL Aoyov e^ovrwv. These are all human elements that cleaved 
' to the New Testament writers as sons of their time and of 
their people, and to close the eyes against which, or to deny 
which, is only a matter of weak faith and of perverted 
conscience. 

34. The Allegory and the Type. 

The estimation of the Old Testament passages parallel to 
the New Testament, require of course an examination of each 
individual citation, but also an insight into the ground and the 
nature of the allegory and the type in general. However 
much arbitrariness and trifling have thus crept in, still it is 
not to be denied that a feeling of truth lies at the bottom of 
the employment of the allegory and the type. 1 This truth lies 
in the embodiment of the idea, which is at first veiled and, as 
it were, in the bud, but then comes to the light unveiled and in 
full bloom. This incarnation of the idea the allegory and the 
type have in common ; they differ in this, that the allegory is 
a conscious idea, and therefore distinguishes the picture from 
the thing, whereas the type is the idea unconsciously embodied 
in a person or fact ; that in the latter the distinction of time 
comes into consideration, which is not necessarily the case with 
the former. But how are we to distinguish true and legitimate 
allegorizing and typologizing from the false or arbitrary ? Here 
we must lay down a general principle, and this can be no other 
than that which we have laid down for distinguishing true 
from false parallels : genuine allegories are such only as fall 
under the category of parallels in subject-matter^ i.e. which 
show a unity of idea between the res significans and the res 
eignificata. When Abraham is designated as a type of the 

1 On this subject, cf. Fairbairn, Typology, passim. TK. 
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Christian believer, the prophets as types of Christ, when the 
calling of Abraham is represented as a prefiguration of the 
divine calling in general, the deliverance from Egypt as a 
picture of redemption through Christ, the taking possession of 
the land of Canaan as a type of entrance into eternal rest ; 
when circumcision is represented as a symbol of purification of 
the heart (Deut. x. 16 ; xxx. 6 ; Jer. iv. 4; Phil. iii. 3), the 
high-priesthood as a prefiguration of Christ's redeeming work, 
and the Levitical sacrifice as a prefiguration of his atoning 
death ; these are true types and prefiguration s. We must also Prophecy 
in this matter draw a clear line between prophecy and typology : ogy distin- 
Not prophecy, but a type of Christ is the suffering servant of 
God (Isa. liii.) ; not prophecy, but a type of John the Baptist 
is the voice of the crying one in Isa. xl. 3, etc. All those pre- Spurious 
figurations, on the other hand, are spurious and arbitrary, rest- 
ing on no unity of the idea, which only through the mere lan- 
guage suggest the subject-matter, or have merely an external 
resemblance to the matter itself. The employment of a type 
may also be unsuitable, if in a matter which is in a certain 
respect really prefigurative, a feature is brought forward which 
is not, as, e.g. in Noah's Ark, the water of the deluge as a 
prefiguration of baptism (1 Pet. iii. 19), in the water from the 
rock, the rock itself (1 Cor. x. 4), and in the two wives of 
Abraham, Hagar as a type of the covenant of the law (Gal. iv. 
24, 25). The true guide in judging of a proper or an arbi-Theconneo 

... . 7 . 7/>7 .. 7 ,.- tion the 

trary citation is the connection alike of tae citing and the cited true guide. 
author. Whether in general a parallel passage is a real par- 
allel passage can only be ascertained from the connection on 
both sides. 

35, Cases of Extraordinary Difficulty. 

These two elements, the connection and the parallel passages, 

are the most important aids to the explanation. But how if 
either the linguistic usage to be established by means of the 
parallels is not constant and the connection not clear, or if, in- 
deed, each in itself is clear and indubitable, but the two are 
mutually contradictory ? These are the difficult cases, where 
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the dissensions of the exegetes is great, and the result a non liquet. 

Hermeneutics would show its impotence if it were unable to 
Cases in gi ve > a ^ least, some assistance in these difficult cases. Let us 
guae and" consider a) cases in which neither the linguistic usage is 
are'obscure cer ^ n nor the connection clear. Cf. first of all the vexed 


Kom. T. 7. passage, Rom. v. 7 : /*,oA.is yap virep SIKO.IOV rts 

vtrep yap TOV ayadov ra^a. TIS roXfjia. /cat airo9aveiv. Here not 
only the connection with the foregoing is difficult, but also the 
relation of the two members of the verse to each other, inasmuch 
as they seem to stand in a contrast ; but in this case we should 
expect not yap but Se, and moreover an antithesis of SLKUIOS and 
<iya(?os is something altogether unusual. Let us seek first of 
all to clear up the connection. It has just been said, that Christ 
died for the godless, and in what follows the love of God is 
spoken of (vs. 8), which was shown in the death of Christ for us 
sinners. The intervening verse (vs. 7) must also express the 
thought, that dying for the godless is something altogether ex- 
traordinary. If now we examine vs. 7, we shall see that it is 
introduced by yap as a reason for the preceding thought, and 
the reason indeed consists, first of all, in the fact that a man not 
only will not die for a godless person, but scarcely even for a 
Siifcatos (d.7ro$avt7ai, future of ethical possibility). The second 
member is introduced by yap as a reason for the first, but con- 
tains at the same time, as it seems, an antithesis to it, which 
must lie in ayaOov (coll. SLKO.IOV). Now an antithesis may of 
course be treated as a reason (namely, as argumentum e con- 
trario), cf. Rom. iii. 6 ; Gal. iii. 10. But how, now, is this 
antithesis to be conceived of ? It must have its ground in the 
words SIKO.IOV and aya&ov ; but this can be the case only if, on 
the one hand, Sucaios is here employed not in the general but 
in the special sense, and aya66<s here means not as usual, 
probus, but benignus. Is this meaning based on linguistic 
usage? Yes; cf. 1 Pet. ii. 18; Matt. xx. 15. The sense of 
the passage is, therefore, this : (" Christ died for the godless ; 
yet how extraordinary this is). Since for a just man one 
who is merely upright one will scarcely die ; the proof for 


PARALLEL PASSAGES. 179 

this is, that for a good man (a beneficent man), to be sure, one 

would easily undertake to die." Cf. further, the extremely 

difficult passage, James iv. 5 : l r) SoKetre ore KCI/WS *) ypa<^ James ii.fr 

Aeyei IIpos <f>06vov e7riTro$ei TO Trveufia. o KarwR^crev ev rjfj.'iv ; 

We pass over for the present the difficult 77 ypo"^ Aeyei, which 

cannot be explained in a grammatical way, and confine our- 

selves merely to the words Trpos <j>06vov, etc. In vs. 4 it is 

said : Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 

against God ? and this is now confirmed by a Scripture proof 

which, therefore be the exact sense of the words what it may 

must express the incompatibility of the love of God with love of 

the world. It is the Trvefyto, dwelling in them that is the proof of 

this incompatibility. But the question is, whether the proposi- 

tion wpos <j>66vov eTrtTro^et ... is declarative or interrogative ; 

and this again depends on whether the words are intended in 

the good sense or in the bad, and how, more precisely, Trpos 

tfrdovov is to be explained ? The connection seems to require a 

meaning for <0oVos something like 77X05 (<"!iOh 1 Dent, xxxii. 

16; Ex. xx. 5) ; but <f>66vo<s never occurs in such a sense, but 

always in malam partem, to which the interrogative conception. 

of the expression, requiring a negative answer, corresponds. 

Strange also is eTraroOeiv Trpos . . . , which verb never elsewhere 

occurs thus, but is always construed with the Accusative or with 

the Infinitive ; Trpos <0ovoj> can, therefore, in no way express the 

object of imiroOziv ; it must rather be employed adverbially as 

Trpos riSovrjv Trpos X"*P LV (Joseph. Ant. XII. x. 3), Trpos opyrjv 

(Soph. Electr. 369). The sense is, therefore, this : " Think 

ye (who greedily strive after earthly goods) that the Scripture 

says in vain ; does the Spirit, that has taken up his abode in 

you desire, enviously, i.e. has the Spirit of God envious (worldly) 

lust ? " Another dark passage is 1 John iii. 20 : 2 ... Iv TOOTW i j h n m 

on CK T^s dAi^ei'ds eoyiej/, KCU e/x/7rpoo-0ev avrov 
ras KapSias ^juwj/, art lav /caraytvtocr/cTj ^/ A ^ J/ ^ KapSt'a, on 
Ifrnv o $eos TJJS /capSi'as T^/xtov /cal ytj/wovcei Travra. The 


1 Cf. Weiss, Lehrb. d. Bibl. Theol. d. N. T., 188. TR. 

2 Cf. Weiss, 653; Dusterdieck, Hutlier, and DeWette, Comm. in loco. TR. 
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connection seems to require something consolatory, and yet the 
words run as if the meaning were : if our conscience condemns 
us, God is still holier and more omniscient, and knows our 
shortcomings and transgressions still better. Accordingly the 
connection already is in so far not clear, as it may be a matter of 
dispute whether the words KOL epTrpoaOev O.VTOV, etc., are still de- 
pendent on on or not, and whether irefflia here means to con- 
vince or to appease. In the first case, the first on in vs. 20 
would be an objective particle ; in the second case, a causal 
particle, unless one prefers to make it dependent on ev TOUTW 
yivwo-Ko/icv. The meaning " appease " for 7rei0o) is rare indeed, 
but not unheard of, cf. Matt, xxviii. 14 ; Joseph. Arch. VI. v. 6, 
and seems more suitable to the intention (undoubtedly consola- 
tory) of the entire passage and especially as an antithesis to 
Karayivwo-Keii/. But then, on account of the repeated on in vs. 
20, the construction is doubtful ; but we will reasonably disregard 
that which makes /cat yii/wa-Ket Travra the apodosis, since by reason 
of the antithesis of Kapoia ^//.Gi/ and 0eos the emphasis lies on 
/x,e<,'<ov ; the repeated on is undoubtedly rather to be regarded as 
an emphatic epanalepsis of the first; hence the construction is 
just the same as in Gen. xxii. 16, 17, where also 13 is repeated 
after an intervening sentence. Finally, we are to answer the 
principal question, how /i'o>i> is to be understood. The language 
seems really to point to this, that, if our conscience condemn us, 
God, as the omniscient judge, condemns us so much the more. 
But this sense is not at all compatible with vs. 19, whether we 
understand Treia-0/j.ev there in the sense " to convince " or " to 
appease." On the other hand, it would be an arbitrary explan- 
ation, if we were to refer JU,EI<I>I/ merely to God's forgiving love, 
which would be altogether incommensurate with the K. ywu>- 
0-Kei Travra. Rather must ju,etcoi> relate to the fact that while 
pur heart takes cognizance only of single states (the present) 
God is acquainted with our whole being, not only with that 
for which our conscience reproaches us, but also of our inmost 
(better) willing. When, then, it is said further in vs. 21 : "If 
our heart condemn us not. we have a joyful assurance before 
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God," this forms no antithesis to what precedes, but only a 
climax ; first an appeasing and then a joyful assurance of the 
conscience is spoken of. In cases of such obscurity alike of the 
connection and of the meaning of an expression we are to pro- 
ceed 1) from the clearer : if the connection is clearer, from Summaryoi 
the connection ; if the verbal meaning is clearer, from the verbal pnncip es- 
meaning ; 2) In the former case the disputed rendering is 
to be examined in the light of the best possible confirmation of 
the connection and the construction, in the latter case the 
connection is to be examined in the light of the confirmation of 
the linguistic usage through parallel passages. 

36. Conflicting Results. 

But what if regard to the linguistic usage and regard to the 
connection give different results ? Something of this sort has 
been exhibited in the last examples ; but for the further eluci- 
dation of the task and its performance we will present some 
other examples. Cf . 1 Cor. vii. 16: TL yap ot<$a<?, yt'vat, a TOT/ l Cor. vii. 
avBpa crwcrei? ; 7} TI o?Sa?, avep, et TTJV ywai/ca o-wcreis ; Paul had 
just before said that in mixed marriages the maintenance or 
the solution of the marriage-bond should be left to the free 
choice of the parties, and that there should be no compulsion 
in the matter. Now an encouragement to remaining and the 
question, " what knowest thou, if thou wilt not win the com- 
panion to Christ," would seem to be in place. But the lan- 
guage here, now, is clearly for the opposite, and Paul means 
rather to work against a compulsory remaining in such a mar- 
riage, and this by calling attention to the improbability, that in 
such a case the other party would be won to the gospel. Cf. 
also Gal. vi. 8 : . . . 6 (Hra'poi/ eis r-rjv o-apKO. eavrov IK TJJS g a j v j & 
crap/cos Bepia-ei tfrdopav, 6 Se crTreiptov ets TO irvevfAa IK rov TrvevfJia- 
TOS u)7jf ai<aviov. According to the language the first member 
of the verse seems to speak of carnal sins and their results, 
since what else can o-Tretpetv ets rrjv crdpKa mean ? But the con- 
nection leads to something altogether different ; in vs. 6 the 
Apostle had, namely, exhorted to liberality towards teachers, 
and that he has not abandoned this thought, vs. 9 and 10 are a 


182 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPEETER. 

proof, where again the exhortation is to well-doing. Now it 
might be objected that the expressions o-ireipeiv and 0epieiv are 
also elsewhere used of well-doing, 2 Cor. ix. 6. But orretpeiv 
eis T7]v 0-op/ca cannot possibly be referred merely to well-doing. 
How are we to resolve the opposition between the require- 
ment of the verbal sense and the requirement of the connec- 
tion ? Evidently in the Apostle's mind lies liberality first 
towards teachers, then in general, but the figure tnrcipeiv and 
8epi,eiv is used as well of charitableness as of course of conduct 
and its results in general. But that the thought about benefi- 
cence and its counterpart has not been entirely dropped is clear 
from crdpKa lavrov, which has reference to selfish interests, as 
well as from vs. 9 and 10. The sense is accordingly as fol- 
lows : " Let him that is being instructed share with his teachers 
. . . (and not shut himself up in selfish interests against them) ; 
since in general God is not mocked with impunity . . . for he 
that thinks only of his own interests and welfare, will receive 
as the fruit thereof, corruption, and he that is devoted to 
spiritual interests (to which belong thankfulness towards teachers 
and beneficence in general) will receive as the fruit thereof, 
eternal life. By this thought alone is the recurrence to 
Obscurity beneficence explicable. The particles also, especially prepo?i- 

fromtheuse . 

of particles, tions and conjunctions, make diinculties now and then, since the 

ptc 

sense seems to demand a different one from that actually em- 
ployed, and this comes in apparent conflict with the linguistic 
John vi. 57. usage. Cf . John vi. 57, where the words oi Sta TOV irarepa 
seem unsuitable, and either Sta with the Genitive or e/f seems, 
on the contrary, rather to be required ; since Jesus means yet to 
designate the Father as his own source of life, while Sta with the 
Accusative merely points out the causal ground which does not 
correspond with the intention of the discourse. But Sta with the 
Accusative points out not only the causal, but also now and then 
Rom. viii. the effectual ground, cf. Rom. viii. 11, where (at least according 
L to Codd. DEF, and most other uncials, also several ancient ver- 

sions and many patristic citations) Sta TO CVOIKOVV & vp.iv 7rvev[j.a 
stands apparently for Sto. TOV EVOIKOWTOS Tzreuy^aTcs (which. 
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indeed, Codd. ABC and others have). That yap is often put 
for Se, and vice versa, is well-known, and (to say nothing of the 
variations of the Codd.), is explicable from the fact that, it 
often lies in the choice of an author, whether he will express a 
thought as the ground of what precedes, or only simply join it 
by means of the transitional Se. So also there are cases, where 
an antithetical thought properly to be introduced by Se is intro- 
duced by ydp as an argumentum e contrario, see, e.g. Rom. v. 7. Rom. v. 7. 
Where, therefore, the linguistic usage and the connection seem 
to come into conflict with each other the following rules, deduc- 
ible from the illustrative examples, are to be observed : 1) 
Whether the connection or the linguistic usage is to prevail, can- Summaryof 
not be determined on general principles or beforehand, but must 
be determined in each particular case. 2) Is the connection 
clearer than the verbal meaning the connection is to deter- 
mine the interpretation ; but is the linguistic usage and the 
verbal sense more certain then this is to decide. 3) Yet 
in the former case the doubtful linguistic usage is to be consid- 
ered as much as possible in the light of closer or more remote 
parallel passages and in the latter case the connection also is 
yet to be attended to. 4) An explanation is, then, first to be 
regarded as assured, when it is confirmed as well through the 
connection as through suitable parallels. 

5) External Helps to the Explanation. 

37. Traditional Helps. 

We have with reason treated first the internal helps, i.e such 

as are found in Scripture itself, for it may be laid down as an 
axiom of interpretation, that every author is, first of all, to be 
explained ly himself ; and it is only the simple consequence of 
this axiom if the Protestant theology has postulated the prin- 
ciple, Scriptura Scripturae interpres. This cannot, of course, scriptura 
mean that Scripture < this object of the explanation is also 
in the proper sense the subject of the explanation ; but only 
this, that the most essential means of the explanation are to be 
drawn from Scrit>tnre itself. This, however, presupposes ex 
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haustive linguistic knowledge. In the absence of this, recourse 

is naturally had, more than to anything else, to external, espe- 

cially to traditional helps. Language is, indeed, in general a 

traditional possession, and the knowledge of it is chiefly to be 

derived from such vouchers as stood in the tradition itself, as 

the ancient Greek interpreters and the ancient lexicographers. 

From these, indeed, modern interpreters have been obliged also 

Contro- to a greater or less extent to draw. The controversy between 

Catholic Catholic and Protestant exegetes moves rather about the ques- 

testant tion, whether with regard to the sense also, Scripture is to be 


explained according to tradition or not ? In favor of the tradi- 
Cathoiic tional interpretation it is argued, 1) that the spirit from which 
claims. ^ writings of the New Testament emanated, was propagated 
in the church, and that therefore the church as the possessor of 
this spirit, possesses the key to the understanding of Scripture, 
and 2) that if ecclesiastical tradition, this given medium of in- 
terpretation, is rejected, reliance is put upon the mere subjec- 
Frotestant tive judgment of the interpreter. We may reply, ad 1) The 
replies. g pj r jt o f the Apostles and their disciples was, it is true, propa- 
gated in the church, but by no means to all times, for the 
degeneration and the partial disappearance of this spirit in the 
later centuries is a recognized fact ; that it was not propagated 
in full measure is clear from the abatement and the partial 
alteration of the primitive Christian spirit already in the Apos- 
tolic Fathers and in the oldest Church Fathers, as Irenaeus, 
Clement, Tertullian, etc. But even granting that 'in general 
the spirit of the Apostolic men and the understanding of their 
writings have been preserved in the church, yet it is by no 
means to be proved that this understanding has been propagated 
in reference to particulars ; and yet the Catholic view would 
come to this. But that a certain traditional understanding of 
Scripture is to be derived from the ancient Fathers, and espe- 
cially from the Greek interpreters, among whom Chrysostom 
and his followers are especially to be mentioned, Protestant exe- 
gesis has never denied. The Conf. Helv. II. c. 2 says : Proinde 
non aspernamur sanctorum Patrum Graecorum Latinorumque 
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interpretationes, neque reprobamus eorundem disputationes ac 
tractationes rerum sacrarum cum Scripturis consentientes : a 
quibus tamen recedimus modeste, quando aliena a Scripturis 
aut his contraria adferre deprehenduntur." Ad 2) That for the 
interpreter who does not hold himself to tradition, only sub- 
jectivism of exegetical judgment is left is to be denied outright, 
for the reason that the internal helps, the connection and the 
parallel passages, to which we have given the precedence as 
the most essential, are just as substantial and objective as eccle- 
siastical tradition, and if in a thousand cases the exegete is still 
thrown back on his own judgment, the same, indeed, is true 
also of the traditional exegete in all those cases in which exe- 
getical tradition is discordant, or where it leaves him in the 
lurch. "With the general traditional helps dictionaries, gram- 
matical treatises, etc. only he must, therefore, begin, to whom 
the necessary preparatory knowledge for the interpretation of 
the New Testament are wanting ; and it is self-evident that the 
acquisition of this preparatory knowledge must precede all 
consultation of the internal media of interpretation. But of 
this we need not here speak, but only of the operations belong- 
ing to exegesis itself ; and it is by no means to be denied that 
after the application of the internal helps the external also 
must come into consideration. These are partly general, which 
relate to the language of the New Testament in general, and 
partly special, which have for their object the explanation of 
details (commentaries). 

a) General Helps, 
38. Later Creek Authors, Grammarians, Lexicographers, etc. 

The linguistic knowledge which one brings to the interpreta- 
tion of his author, resp. of the New Testament, is never so 
perfect as not to need in this or that regard enriching and con- 
firmation. The more inexperienced the exegete is, the more 
is this the case. Such enriching and confirmation is chiefly to be 
derived from the later Greek authors a Polybius, a Dionysius LaterGreel 
Halic., a Diodorus Siculus, a Dio Cassius, an Arrian, a Herodian. 
16* 


186 SINGLE OPEEATIONS OP THE INTERPRETEB. 
Jewish a Plutarch, an Aelian ; and especially the Jewish authors, who 

Greek 1 J ' 

authors. wrote in Greek Josephus, Philo, the Old Testament Apocry- 
pha and Pseudepigraphs. Yet the New Testament writers 
have drawn their Greek in part from the Alexandrine version 
of the Old Testament. Partly on this account and partly because 
the native language of most of the New Testament authors 

importance was Hebrew, or rather Aramaic, the knowledge of Hebrew, as 

of a knowl- . 

edge of He- it is drawn from the Old Testament, is indispensable. The 

brew. . 

more the given New Testament author Hebraizes, the more 
necessary is this knowledge. In particular are those more 
recent works of essential use, which treat of the peculiarities 
of the Greek language, and especially of the New Testament 
Greek : the New Testament Grammars of Winer and Alex. 
Buttmann (editions as referred to above) ; " Viyeri de praeci- 
puis Graceae dictionis idiotismis 1. ad G. Ilerm" ed. 4, 1834; 
Phrynichi eclogae,ed. Lobeck, 1820 ; Devarii liber de Graecae 
linguae particulis, ed. Reinh. Klotz, 2 vols. 18351842 ; finally 
the more recent dictionaries of the New Testament by Bret- 
schneider, Wahl, and pre-eminently Wilib. Grimm, Lexicon 
Graeco-Latinum in Libros N. Testamenti, 1 1868. For the 
Hebrew language the helps are well-known ; the larger and 
smaller Grammars of Gesenius and Ewald, Gesenii Thesaurus 
philol.-criticus linguae Hebraeae et Chaldaeae [completed by 
Rodiger], 18291858, and the smaller Hebrew and Chaldee 
Dictionary that has appeared in various editions [the more 
recent works of Fiirst, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, while they 
are exceedingly learned, are yet so full of wild theorizing that 
they can scarcely be reckoned as of high authority, though thus 
reckoned by many. Girdlestone's " Synonyms of the Old 
Testament" is a work well worthy of consultation, though 
perhaps too much influenced by the theological views of the 
author]. 

1 This work, which is of rare merit, has been translated by Prof. Thayer, 
and will, it is hoped, soon be published, by Mr. W. F. Draper, Andover. 
Robinson's N.T. Lexicon, which has been extensively used in this country, 
has its value, but unless revised soon by an able hand, it is likely to be 
superseded. Tu. 


SPECIAL HELPS. 187 

39. Time and Order in the Use of Helps. 

The use of these helps is various : some, as the Greek and 
Hebrew authors, are not, as a rule, to be applied then first, 
when needed for the explanation of the New Testament, since 
such an employment would amount to nothing. They are 
rather to be used previously and independently of the reading 
of the New Testament. Of course the reading of the whole Thereaiina 

65 of the whole 

mass of the literature under consideration is not to be thought mass o.f lit- 

crature r_e- 

of ; but even he who has read onlv some one of the authorsferredtoim- 

** . prictic3.bl6. 

referred to, has laid a good foundation for the explanation of 
the New Testament. Moreover, the collections of Haphelius, 
Kypke, Krel)s, may still always be used with profit the more 
profit, the more notices one has himself collected from these 
Greek authors. Other helps, as Hermann ad. Vig., Lobeck 
ad Phryn., Klotz ad Devar., and especially the grammars 
and dictionaries, are applied in behalf of the reading and the 
interpretation itself. If the beginner is still in great part Importance 
dependent on these helps, and especially on the dictionary, it is ing inde- 
his duty the longer he works the more independent to make lexicons, 
himself, and, on the other hand, to attain to a self-dependent 
judgment. To this end there is no other means than to dig 
out and examine the passages in question. The expenditure 
of time which this requires is richly rewarded by the personal 
insight which is thus gained ; this is of far more value than 
mere memory knowledge of words, and the more rapid progress 
otherwise, certainly, attainable. 1 

/?) Special Helps. 

40. Ancient and Modern Commentaries. 

What are meant hereby are chiefly the Commentaries) and, 
indeed, pre-eminently those that are of importance in a philo- 
logical relation. Very worthy of consideration, however, are Ancient 
already the ancient Greek interpreters, especially Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, and Theophylact, for whom the original language of 
the New Testament was still a living language. In these in- 

1 Oh, that this thought might take firm hold on American students ! TE. 
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terpreters also, earliest of all, may an exegetical tradition be 
Ancient spoken of. The ancient versions also, as far as their language 

versions. . . . . . 

is accessiole to the exegete, come into consideration, especially 
Exegetes of f or the more difficult passages. Furthermore, the better exe- 

the Kefor- . . . 

m f t -'j 1 getes of the Reformation period, especially Luther, Zwingle, 
Calvin, W. Musculus, Bened. Aretius, Theod. Beza, are still 
always of importance. The most distinguished exegete of the 
Calvin. Reformation epoch, however, is Calvin. While we grant that 
he dogmatizes too much, and sometimes in the wrong place ; 
that he dissects rather than explains the thoughts of the 
author; but, above all, that neither sufficient critical helps to the 
restoration of the pure text nor an exhaustive knowledge of 
the original languages were yet at his command ; yet his exe- 
getical impartiality and soberness, his gift for discovering, as if 
by divination, the connection, his exegetical tact, are very remark- 
Exegetes of able for his time, and useful even for us. Then, of the time of 
matic g the dominance of dogmatism those interpreters are to be used 
pm ' with profit who emancipated themselves from dogmatism, as 
Plugo Grotius, Clericus, and, in general, the interpreters of 
the latter part of the seventeenth century, classed together 
under the name " Critici Sacri." In the eighteenth century 
Bengel. ^- A- Bengel ranks foremost through his immediate religious 
understanding of the sense, and his often remarkably excellent 
and concise expression of the same : only one must not allow 
himself to be misled by Bengel's seeking and finding of em- 
phases. Bengel is more excellent in the setting forth of the 
sense of single words and clauses than in the explanation of the 
Exegetes of connection. From the early years of the nineteenth century, 
yearfoftht we mention especially G. Ch. Knapp with his Scriptis Varii 
century"" 1 Argument!, and the exegetical treatises in Fritzschiorum Opus- 
culis, but in general Fritzsche's Commentaries on Mark, on 
single passages of 2 Corinthians, and on Romans. Exegetical 
treatises on single difficult passages are given in the " Theol. 
Recent Studien und Kritiken." The most noted exegetes of more 
exegetes. recent times are, F. LiicJce, F. Bleek, M. L. De Wette, If. A. W. 
Meyer, and his continuators, Liinemann, Huther, and Duster 
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dieck. (Cf. in general the History of Scripture Interpretation, 
31-34). 

41. Familiarity with the Characteristics of Commentators. 

In order to avail one's self of the exegetical helps to advantage 
an acquaintance with these helps is indispensable, and, indeed, 
with the peculiar merits and defects of those better known 
among them. One must know, in general, for what questions Pe 

. , i i i T i -i tiesofsoma 

this or that commentary is to be consulted with the best results, commen- 
taries. 
Olshausen's Commentary, e.g. which in fact contains much that 

is excellent, may be pre-eminently congenial to one ; but should 
he suppose that he has in it a sure guide for a purely philo- 
logical question, he would be often disappointed. Or suppose 
that one has become especially attached to the commentaries of 
Fritzsche on account of their philological value ; should he 
now seek in him information about the true sense of a passage 
in Matthew he would for the most part find himself at a loss. 
That the exegetes of the sixteenth century are not to be 
depended upon with reference to a difficult word, as a a7ra 
Aeyo/Ao/oj/, is self-evident. One must, in general, guard against orthodox 
letting his religious and ecclesiastical position exert a determin- tarfeT'not 
ing influence in the choice of exegetical helps, or preferring or the'most 7 
rejecting a commentary principally according to the theological useful - 
position of its author, as if " orthodoxy " (Glaiibigkeit) were a 
guaranty for the correct explanation of a participial clause, or 
" free-thinking " a warranty for the correct conception of a 
fvo. or for the best explanation of a a7ra Aeyo/^evov. Only the 
tyro in exegesis can suppose that we are met at every step and 
turn by a vital religious question, where the theological ten- 
dency of the author must decide. How little this is the 
case two facts, by way of examples, may serve to prove, 
that 1) the Rationalist, Paulus, and the firm believer in Examples 
revelation, Olshausen, agree in the explanation of not a few 
passages, and 2) that Fritzsche, who yet is regarded as a 
Rationalist, in his Commentary on Romans is led simply by 
means of his philological conscientiousness and thoroughness to 
the correct explanation to an explanation which even the 
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"orthodox" (glaubig) interpreters must accept. Not the 

theologico-ecclesiastical " direction," but exegetical thorough- 

ness and conscientiousness should determine the value of a 

commentary. But even if an exegete has been found to be 

trustworthy and excellent, one must not yield himself uncon- 

ditionally to his authority and swear by his words, but must 

The exegete always keep his eyes open. The indispensable condition here is, 

Btudythe as has been already observed (25-36), that the exegete 




c 

indepen- first study the author by himself, without commentaries , and 

' strive to become conscious of the questions that are to be put 

to his exegetical helps. Only in this way will a man be truly 

profited by commentaries, and only in this way does the exe- 

getical judgment remain clear and uncorrupted. 

C. The Exegetical Judgment. 

42. Importance of an Accurate Method. 

In order to arrive at a judgment as sure and well-grounded 

as possible, it is essential that we follow a correct and accurate 

method. This is of special importance in difficult passages. 

Precedence And, indeed, we must here repeat with emphasis that, after the 

matica/ex 1 - determination of the text, the grammatical explanation must 

p ana. ion. j iave ^ p receaence of a ll real-explanation, and of all theologi- 

col explanation. We could adduce examples where the circum- 
stance that this rule has not been observed has hindered the 
correct and assured exegetical result ; but we prefer to show 
positively by some examples, how the following of a correct 
exegetical method renders possible a sure exegetical judgment. 
This may be best illustrated by difficult constructions. Cf. 

_ Rom. v. 12 fL 1 "We have here a protasis introduced by ojorrep. 

12 fi; Where is the apodosis ? It is clear, that if, indeed, we do 

not find it in vs. 12 it cannot follow in the verses imme- 
diately succeeding, for there must be a oimos to correspond to 
the &cnrep. But a ourcos follows in vs. 15, and again in vs. 18, 
yet not without a new protasis with Ss. Accordingly, if we say 
provisionally that vs. 15 is the sought-for apodosis, we have in 

1 Cf. Philippi, Meyer, Hodge, Lange (Schaff -'s ed.), Comm. in loco. TK. 
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vs. 13, 14 a parenthetical interposition, and as introduction 
to the apodosis a protasis, similar to vs. 12, which could 
then be regarded only as a resumption. How can we now 
determine whether the words in vs. 15, ovrws KOL TO ^apia^a are 
really the apodosis sought for or not ? Answer : By proving 
whether the supposed resumption, dXX' ofy <s TO Trapcm-ru/ia, 
logically corresponds to vs. 12, as well as whether the supposed 
apodosis in vs. 15 logically corresponds to the thought which 
we must really expect after cuo-Trep. . . . do-rj\6e.v, etc. (in vs. 12). 
This test gives a negative result, since the resumption does not 
correspond to what is to be resumed, and just as little does the 
apodosis correspond to that expected ; for this, to correspond 
with the protasis in vs. 12, could only run thns : " So also 
through one man, Christ, justification and life have come into 
the world." Yerse 18 seems more suitable as an apodosis, since 
here in fact the protasis conceived as a resumption, <5s 8t' evos 
TrapaTrTWfj-aTog ei9 TrdVras dv$pco7roi;s eis Kara/cpt/xa, corresponds 
already to the protasis in vs. 12, as well as also the words 
/cat 81 evos St/catWjttaros ets ITO.VTOS avOpunrovs ets OIKCI.LU>O~IV 
to the expected apodosis. To this is to be added the fact 
that the apa ovv seems to introduce a real resumption and con- 
clusion. Yet the long interruption may awaken doubt, and the 
sense of vs. 18 diverges from that demanded by vs. 12 to the 
extent that the predicate in the two places is different ; in vs. 
12 et'cnjA^ev, in vs. 18 eyevero (to be supplied). Furthermore, 
in vs. 18 protasis and apodosis correspond so accurately to each 
other both in form and contents, while the analogy with vs. 12 
is, at least formally, so inexact, that it is hard to suppose an 
immediate reference of vs. 18 to vs. 12. Or is, perhaps, the 
missing apodosis in vs. 12 itself? If so, it must be given in' 
the words /cat oimos el? TrdVras avOpwTrovs oiTJXBtv, and /cat must 
mean " also," which even at the head of an apodosis introduces 
no difficulty. But do protasis and apodosis here correspond to 
each other ? Not thoroughly, since the former demands not a 
simple sequence, bnt an antithesis. Therefore, we find the 
apodosis to uJo-Trep . . . etcnJA^ev neither in vs. 15 nor in vs. 18, 
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and still less in vs. 12; but we have here an anacoluthon. 1 A 
passage which can only be explained by the correct application 
of the exegetical method, and where the non-observance of 
which method may cause inexperienced exegetes to miss the mark 
Sal. m. 20. entirely, is Gal. iii. 20, cited above (27). Whoever should 
begin immediately with the consultation and comparison of the 
various explanations, would fall into endless chaos, and would 
either arrive at no judgment at all, or at least at no independent 
and sure judgment. Just so, if he should begin with the mean- 
ing of the single difficult expressions. We are rather to begin 
with the accurate tracing of the connection. But now it is, in- 
deed, very possible that other exegetes have viewed this differ- 
ently, and generally in such cases still other elements come into 
Other ex- consideration. The other explanations, therefore, at least the 
to' be con? more important ones, must be compared. But these other ex- 

sidered. i > -t T L L i 

planations are legion. How, now, are we to arrive at aa inde- 


pendent exegetical judgment? The process is facilitated by 
planations. classifying tbe explanations, and comparing the different classes 
with the result at which one has arrived independently through 
an examination of the connection. With reference to vs. 19, 
the difference among interpreters consists principally in the fact 
that some find in the words Starayets Si dyyeAwv a glorifying 
predicate of the law, and in general reject the supposition that 
Paul meant to express in this verse the inferiority of the law ; 
Grounds of but the others maintain this. If we' would know the grounds 

* i^ 

of the former view, they are as follows : 1) It is a most 
important consideration that where angels are mentioned in 
Scripture they serve for the glorification of God as well as of 
the matter with which they are connected, Matt. xxiv. 31 ; xxv. 
31 ; John i. 52, and of the law itself, Deut. xxxiii. 2 (LXX) ; 
Acts vii. 53 ; 2) neither is lv xeipi /x,eo-trou a degrading ele- 
ment, since even the gospel was given through Christ and even 
Christ is called /xeo-tr^s, 1 Tim. ii. 5 ; Heb. viii. 6 ; ix. 15 ; xii. 


i The explanation here given is probably the correct one, and is coming 
to be adopted by scholars who do not think it unworthy of an inspired 
Apostle to fail to complete a sentence. Such cases are not infrequent in 
the writings of Paul. TR. 
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24 ; and 3) That a degradation of the law here, in general, 
did not lie at all in the intention of Paul. On the contrary, the 
others observe : ad 1) this is, indeed, granted ; but a distinction Answera ' 
is to be made between passages where angels are simply joined 
to God (Christ) and those, where as a result of a puristic idea 
of God, instead of conceiving of God as the only cause, angels 
are mentioned as mediators ; ad 2) this is very questionable, 
nay rather to be rejected, since by ftecrtrj/s Moses is here un- 
questionably meant (see Deut. v. 5 ; Philo, De Vit. Mos. IT. 
p. 678 et al.), and since Moses as jaeorr^s is here opposed to 
the one God, therefore / ^eipi /*TITOT; can here point to noth- 
ing else than something subordinate, as compared with the 
promise ; ad 3), finally, it is observed : this is just the ques- 
tion ; or rather there is no question at all, but that the connec- 
tion and the intention of the passage demand a subordination 
of the law to the promise ; since from vs. 15 onwards, Paul 
shows that the covenant of the promise cannot have been made 
of no avail through the law which came so much later (vs. 15 
17), and the inheritance is bestowed not by virtue of the law, 
but by virtue of the promise (vs. 1 8) . Now in vs. 1 9 the objection 
is raised : Why, then, was the law given, and immediately there- 
upon it is answered, TUV Trapa(3ao-eu>v x-P LV ^riOt] a thought 
that is found also in Rom. v. 20 ; vii. 13 ; and, indeed, by no 
means as an excrescence, but as an integral part of the Pauline 
teaching. When, now, there immediately follows : Siarayeis SL 
dyyeAwf, ev x el pi f*-t<riTov, the law can here be designated 1) 
only as a temporary institution (dxP l ' s ^ 6\&7 . . . ), and 2) 
only as an antithesis to the promise, which is also confirmed by 
the words that follow. Whoever as he should has first 
of all, without bias, plunged into the Apostle's course of thought, 
will find this last ground in particular convincing, and will not 
permit himself to be led astray by the counter-arguments. 
And now, vs. 20 ? We here refer in the first place to the 
proof given above of the connection ( 27). But much as the Due regard 
exegete must bear this in mind, he must be careful not tototife^'lews 
exclude the possibility that others have viewed the matter nf others * 
17 
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otherwise, and perhaps better than himself. What, now, do the 
exegetes say ? And how are we to find our way among the 
two hundred and fifty explanations ? 1) By eliminating the 
explanations inconsistent with the connection, as, e.g. those that 
refer the ftecrmjs to Christ. In general in all such cases the 
forest of explanations is to be cleared up through the elimina- 
tion of the luxuriant undergrowth of fallacious and useless ex- 
planations. 2) The way to an independent judgment is, as 
has been already said, to bring the more important explanations 
under certain natural points of view, and thus to classify them. 
Since we are not to give here a commentary on the passages in 
question, but only instruction as to how in difficult cases a well- 
grounded and independent exegetical judgment may be attained, 
we must be content with the following : 1) We may dis- 
tinguish between the explanations which suppose a progress of 
thought between vs. 19 and vs. 20, and those which recognize no 
such progress, but regard vs. 20 as a parenthetical thought ; 2) 
between those that recognize in vs. 20 a historical relation and 
those that see in it only an altogether general proposition ; 3) 
between such as understand evo's and els numerically and indi- 
vidually and those which understand both of one party. There 
is naturally a host of shadings of each of these principal ex- 
planations, which we here leave unnoticed. In order to arrive 
at a decision, not only the connection with the foregoing, but 
also with what follows, is here to be taken into considera- 
tion ; a) with the foregoing, immediately preceding was 
the objection TL ovv 6 J/O/AOS ; answered thus : " for the sake of 
transgressions it was given " . . . ev x ei P^ /*TITOU. That stress 
is laid not on the Staray. 8t dyy. but on the words ei/ ^et/st /zeori- 
TOU, is proved precisely by vs. 20, which whatever may be 
the further explanation gives an explanation to the fj.ecrirr)s. 
Let us regard, provisionally, the sense of vs. 20 as an unknown 
x, and attend /3) to the connection with what follows : vs. 
21 contains an objection, viz. "Is now the law against the 
promise of God ? " This objection presupposes a thought that 
might lead to such a consequence, viz. to an opposition between 
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law and promise. Such a thought is not found in vs. 20, but 
rather in vs. 19, and this lends confirmation to our explanation 
of vs. 19 ; but at the same time opposes those explanations of 
vs. 20 which discover here a progress of thought ; but vs. 20 
contains no progress of thought ; hence, on account of the jap, 
it can contain only a parenthetical elucidation. But to such a 
parenthetical clause a historical relation of the expression so 
generally maintained is not suitable. Verse 20 is, therefore, 
to be viewed in its abstract general sense. But how is it, now, 
with ecos and el? ? The expression is so general that it makes 
no difference whether evos is translated " one person " or " one 
party." On the other hand, the relation between the two 
members of the verse is questionable ; indeed, it is evidently 
antithetical, but the antithesis is shrouded in darkness for the 
reason that evos and et? are not congruous, and that it is ques- 
tionable whether els has in both places the same meaning. The 
former difficulty is cleared up by the consideration that Paul 
evidently could not say 6 Se $eo? evo's mv. But even in this 
there is no ground to attribute to the second ets another mean- 
ing than to the first. Therefore, vs. 20 is a general parenthet- 
ical elucidation not of the person, but of the idea //.eo-ir^s : 
" The /uecriT^? is not the //.ecrmys of one person, but of two ; but 
God is not a mediator between two, but he is one, one person ; 
i.e. the mediator, through whom the law was given (Moses), 
is a mediator between two, sc. between God and the Israel- 
ites (see Deut. v. 5) ; but God, who gave the promise, is one 
person, and there is with him neither a duality of persons, 
nor a mediation." But Paul in order to bring sharply before 
the consciousness the difference between the promulgation of 
the law and the promise, expresses the thought not in concrete, 
but in abstracto. Thus the accurate grasping of the connection, HOW the 
combined with the sifting of the various explanations, leads to 
a proper estimate of the latter, and in general to a genuine 
exegetical judgment. 

43. Difficulties. 

The exegetical judgment may be rendered difficult, or may 
be foiled, either through the difficulty of the passage itself, or 
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through the exegetical helps consulted, or through defective 
judgment on the part of the interpreter. One who is alto- 
gether inexperienced may he so situated with reference to a 
difficult passage, as not to observe the difficulty, because for 
him everything is difficult. If such a one takes counsel of the 
commentators, he cannot but be perplexed. The cause of 
such inexperience is defective preparatory education. Another 
sees the difficulty of the passage, but is not in a position to 
overcome it. The only remedy is, not to remain standing in 
a vague feeling of the difficulties, but to seek above all to be- 
come clearly conscious of them ; only then can the exegetical 
helps be of real service to one. But the difficulty of forming 
an exegetical judgment often lies in having taken counsel of 
the commentaries, i.e. in the diversity of the explanations. 
Several explanations may be plausible, and yet may so differ 
that the somewhat unpractised exegete knows not how to 
choose. In such a case two things are necessary : 1) To 
have before the mind, as clearly as possible, the questions on 
which he desires information from his helps, and 2) a 
knowledge of the grounds of the various explanations that have 
been found. This difference rests, namely, not seldom upon a 
difference of hermeneutical principles on the part of the com- 
mentators, e.g. whether they make their basis as much as pos- 
sible the linguistic usage of good Greek, or whether they have 
regard to the Hebraistic usage ; whether they make the con- 
nection the principal thing, or attend chiefly to linguistic usage 
and analogy. Such a tracing back to their causes of the dif- 
ferent explanations compels the exegete to keep clearly in view 
the correct hermeneutical principles, which can lead him to 
the exegetical judgment. But the exegetical judgment is 
not seldom hindered and foiled through the defective or un- 
sound power of judging of the exegete himself. This trouble 
it is hard to remedy ; because, however ready one may be to 
lament, e.g. the weakness of his memory, nobody is willing 
to confess the weakness or the erroneousness of his judgment. 
The uneducated are, as a rule, hasty in judgment, because they 
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do not know the conditions of a correct judgment. He who is 
accustomed to reflect, on the contrary, comes to a conclusion 
with difficulty, because he cannot escape a discrimination of the 
possibilities. Such a one, in face of the difficulty and the vari- 
ous explanations of a passage, will not see the forest for the 

simple trees. Such a one would do well not to venture at once The i 

,._ , . . perienced 

on difficult passages, but to exercise his judgment on easier should not 
.,,,.,, 1 , ,1 i , f -r-E 1... attempt too 

parts ; or, if he is forced to the explanation of a difficult pas- much. 

sage, first to hold himself entirely aloof from the different ex- 
planations, and to form a judgment chiefly- through an accurate 
study of the connection, and only then to confirm or correct 
this judgment through the consultation of the exegetical helps. 
Should he through these helps be led astray again, he should 
not persist in setting forth a definite result, but should hold to 
the best founded and the most probable explanations. A non 
liquet is under certain circumstances not ill-becoming, even to 
a practiced investigator. A cause of many exegetical errors 
lies also in the fact that one has taken it into his head before 
hand to find difficulties ; then, indeed, that easily appears dif- 
ficult which is not difficult, and the guide to judgment is lost. 
Frequently, an exaggerated and hair-splitting acuteness leads 
to perverted exegetical judgment. Without acuteness, indeed, 


no accuracy in investigation no proper insight into the object |ro e 
to be investigated is possible ; but if the acuteness consists 
in finding one's delight in hair-splitting, or in not being content 
with the clear relation of the matter, but as the French say 
in seeking midi a quatorze heures, he is on the wrong road, 
and corrupts the judgment. It is not to be denied that the "Common 
mere " sound human reason " is insufficient for understanding qulsfte/ 6 " 
the authors of the New Testament, inspired as they are by the sufficleirt'of 
Divine Spirit, but that the Trvevpa is requisite ; yet without itself ' 
sound human reason, which distinguishes the simple from the 
complicated, the straight-forward from the perverse, no exeget- 
ical judgment is possible. The TrveS/m does not suppress, but it 
expands " common sense " (iCor. ii. 14, 15). If the pneumatic 
interpretation is to consist in the finding of mysteries behind 


198 SINGLE OPERATIONS OF THE INTERPRETER. 

the clearest words, the exegetical judgment will be dulled 
beforehand. A variety of the pseudo-pneumatic interpreta- 
tion consists in making exegesis subservient to a certain system. 
The conffi- ^he conditio sine qua non of all exegetical judgment is, that a 
n n. man be able to abstract himself from his own opinions and 

fancies, and to throw himself into views and thoughts foreign 
from his own. 

3. Logical Explanation. 

a) Explanation of the connection of the individual thoughts 

among themselves. 

44. Rhetorical Elements. 

Logical and The logical explanation is closely connected with the gram- 

grammati- =. r J , . s 

caiexpiana-matical. Here as there the connection comes into considera- 
tion distin- , ,.., ., .,-, 
guished. tion, and here as there this is determined essentially through 

the conjunctions. But if the grammatical explanation has 
to do chiefly with the language of the author, and with the 
thought only in so far as it is dependent on the language, so 
the logical explanation is occupied entirely with the thought 
itself, and, indeed, predominatingly with the form of the 
thought ; but with the linguistic element only in so far as this 
latter conditions not only the matter, but also the form of the 
discourse. In this relation are the rhetorical figures and the 
dialectic turns of importance ; the rhetorical figures in so far as 
they likewise belong to the form of the discourse and mani- 
The rhetor- foldly pass over into the dialectic. "We set out, therefore, with 
New Test, a survey of the most important New Testament rhetorical and 
Khetorical dialectic forms. 1) The rhetorical in the New Testament a) 
Rhetorical expressions and figures. To these belong, first of 
all, the metaphor. Compare, among others the expressions, 
irewav and Si^ay, Matt. v. 6 ; John vi. 35 ; vii. 37 ; 
Rom. ix. 16 ; Gal. ii. 2 (otherwise 2 Thess. iii. 1) ; 
ev TLVL, Rom. vi. 4 ; 2 Cor. iv. 2 ; Eph. ii. 2, 10 ; also 
KO.TO. crapKa, KOTO, TryeSfca, etc., Rom. viii. 4 et al. ; evSuecr^at, e.g. 
TOV Xpwrrov, ac^apcriW, aOavafrtav, TOV KOIVOV (veov) avdpWTrov, 
Gal. iii. 27; 1 Cor. xv. 53, 54; 2 Cor. v. 3, 4; Eph. iv. 24; 
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Col. iii. 10 ; oiKoSo/x,etj/ (-etcr&u), 1 Cor. iii. 9 ; 1 Pet. ii. 5 ; 
oTrAi^etv (-eo-0ai), 1 Pet. iv. 1. Tn general it is to be observed 
that the idea of the metaphor has been frequently far too much 
extended, and has been applied, e.g. to similes and to parabol- 
ical expressions. Moreover, we are never to forget that the 
biblical authors indeed understood many figurative expressions 
far more literally than we matter-of-fact Occidentals understand 
them. We are to mention, further, the metonyme. Most fre- 
quent of all is the abstract for the concrete, as TroAis for TroAtrai, 
IepocroAu/ia for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, also the words 
TrpecrjSei'a, ^epcwraa, dSeA^o-nys (1 Pet. ii. 17 ; v. 9), -YJ e/cAoyiJ for 
01 efcAeKTOi, (Rom. xi. 7), Treptro/x^ and dfcpoySwrta for the 
circumcised and the uncircumcised (Rom. ii. 26 ; Gal. ii. 7f.). 
The synecdoche which includes sundry things, e.g. all for much, 
and vice versa, the plural for the singular, and among others, 
(cf. two special kinds of synecdoche treated under /3). The 
emphasis and the so-called Seu/orqs consisting chiefly in repeti- 
tion, e.g. Kvpie, Kvpie, Matt. vii. 21 ; 2i//,wi>, SI/AWI/, Luke xxii. 31 ; 
SaovA, SaovA, Acts ix. 4 ; 'lepowaA-tyju., 'lepowaAv^i, Luke xiii. 
33 ; Matt, xxiii. 37 ; further the emphatically repeated dAAa, 
1 Cor. vi. 11 ; 2 Cor. vii. 11. Finally, the play on words, of 
which Paul especially makes frequent use, e.g. a.Kpo(3vo-Tia in 
the same sentence in different senses, Rom. ii. 26 : in like 
manner vo/xos, Rom. iii. 21 ; viii. 2, 3 ; SiKatocruv^ in the same 
way, Rom. ix. 30, 31. /?) Rhetorical turns : to these belong Rhetorical 
the personification or TrpocrcoTroTroua, e.g. 6 Oa.va.Tos, Rom. v. 14; urns< 
1 Cor. xv. 55 : rj dfuxprlct, Rom. vi. 14 ; James i. 15 ; -fj GTTI@V- 
liia ; ^ ypatf)-^, Gal. iii. 8, 22 ; the apostrophe, Matt. xi. 21 f. ; 
xxiii. 37; Luke xix. 42-44; Rom. ii. 1, 3, 17 ; xi. 13, 24; 
James ii. 18, 19 ; v. 1-6 ; the synecdoche so far as a general 
truth is expressed in a special form : Matt. v. 39-41 ; vi. 3, 17 ; 
x. 42 ; xviii. 8 ; xxiv. 40, 41 ; Luke xii. 52 ; xiii. 32 ; xvii. 31, 
et al. ; and so far as an earthly (e.g, a merely prudential 
motive) is put for a spiritual: Matt. v. 25; 39 ff. ; vi. 17; 
Luke xiv. 811. These two synecdochical forms are confined 
almost entirely to the synoptic discourses of Jesus. The con- 
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trast : Matt. vii. 3 ; xvi. 26 ; Rom. ii. 21, 23 ; 1 Cor. i. 18, 21 ; 
2 Cor. iv. 8, 9 ; vi. 8-10. The paradox and the oxymoron: 
Matt. x. 39 and xvi. 25 ; xiii. 12 and xxv. 29 ; Rom. iv. 18 ; 
1 Cor. i. 21, 25; iii. 18; ix. 19; 2 Cor. iv. 8-10; xii. 10 
("When I am weak, then am I strong"). Irony : Matt. ix. 
12, 13 ; Luke xv. 7 ; xiii. 33 ; 1 Cor. iv. 8 ; 2 Cor. xi. 7, 19 f. 
Farther, the hyperbole, which is found not only in rhetorical 
language, but even in plain prose : Mark iii. 7, 8 ; Luke vi. 
17 ; xii. 1 ; Matt. xi. 23 ; Rom. i. 8 ; as also the opposite of 
this, the meiosis or litotes : John vi. 37 (" will not cast out,") 
Rom. i. 1 6 (" I am not ashamed of the gospel " ; yet the 
passage may be thought of also without litotes), Rom. v. 5 
("maketh not ashamed"), Heb. ii. 11 ("he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren "), Heb. xi. 1 6. The aposiopesis : Luke 
xix. 42 (" if thou hadst known, even thou, in this thy day the 
things that belong to thy peace " sc. how well would it be for 
thee!), John vi. 61, 62 ("If, then, you should behold the son 
of man ascending where he was before . . . ?" sc. what would you 
then say ? Or, then would you not be offended still more ?) ; 
Rom. ix. 22, 23 (" But if God, willing to show forth his wrath 
and to make known his power, endured with much long-suffer- 
ing vessels of wrath fitted for destruction," sc. canst thou 
etill complain of injustice?). In these examples it may suffice 
'to show what coloring Jesus, the Apostles, and the disciples of 
the Apostles have given to their discourses, and how the inter- 
preter, side by side with the contents of their words, has to pay 
attention also to the peculiar forms in which these contents are 
clothed. 

45. Dialectic Elements, 

The dialectic forms of speech. Although these belong 

chiefly to the Apostle Paul, yet they are also tolerably frequent 

Questions in the synoptic discourses of Jesus. We find oftenest of all 

of various . ., -,, \ n 

intentions, questions or very various intentions ; a) Counter-questions : 
Matt. xv. 3 f. ; xxi. 24, 25 ; xxii. 20 (Luke xx. 24) ; Luke x. 
26; xx. 3 f.; /3) Suggestive questions : Matt. xi. 7-9 (Luke 
vii. 24-26) ; Matt. xxii. 42 coll. John vi. 67. y) Disjunctive 
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questions : Matt. xxi. 28-31 ; Luke vi. 9 ; vii. 41-42 ; x. 36 
coll. 29 ; xiv. 4. 8) Contradictory questions : Matt. ix. 15 ; 
xii. 3, 4, 26 ; xy. 3 f. ; xxi. 40 ; xxii. 21, 43 f. ; Luke xvii 
17, 18 ; also John xiii. 38 ; xiv. 9. e) Enhancing questions: 
John i. 51 ; vi. 62. ) Transmutation of idle questions into 
questions of conscience : Luke x. 29 coll. 36 ; xiii. 23, 24 ; cf. 

xix. 1127. Arguments also of various sorts are found in the 

y found m the 

Gospels, most frequently of all a) argumenta a minori ad Gospels, 
majus : Matt. vi. 26 ; vii. 9-11 ; x. 29-31 ; xii. 11, 12 ; Luke 
xi. 5-13; xii. 27, 28 5 xiii. 15, 16; xv. 4-11; xvi. 10-12; 
xviii. 6, 7 ; cf. John iii. 12 ; v. 26-29. /?) argumenta a ma- 
jori ad minus : Matt. ix. 6 and parallel passages ; x. 25 ; John 
xiii. 14, 15 ; xv. 20. "With reference to this it is to be observed 
that now and then an argumentum a minori ad majus may also 
be conceived of as an argumentum a majori ad minus, and vice 
versa, according, indeed, as the emphasis is put upon the sub- 
ject or upon the predicate. y) argumenta ex absurdo : Matt. 
ix. 15; xii. 25, 26; xxii. 43-45. 8) argumenta ab effectu: 
Luke vii. 21, 22, 44-47 ; John xviii. 36. e) argumenta e 
concessis : Matt. v. 46, 47 (Luke vi. 32-34) ; xv. 27 and par- 
allels ; Luke xiii. 15, 16 ; xiv. 28-33 ; xv. 4-6, 8, 9 ; xvii. 7- 
10 ; xxii. 27. ) arguments from analogy, often coinciding 
with the argumenta e concessis: Matt. xii. 3, 4; ix. 15-17: 
xv. 1719; xviii. 23 ff. ; xxiv. 43, 44; Luke xi. 513; xviii. 
1-8 ; xiv. 28-33 ; John iii. 29, et al. But the dialectic method Dialectics 
of instruction is found chiefly in Paul. First of all is here to paui! y m 
be mentioned the way and manner in which the Apostle com- 
bines Scripture arguments with rational arguments, and the 
latter with the former ; in part, namely, he avails himself of 
Scripture arguments as a point of departure for his argumenta- 
tion, as in Rom. iii. 9-20 ; iv. 3 ff. ; ix. 15, 16, 17, 18 ; x. 16 f. ; 
1 Cor. x. 1 ff. ; xiv. 21 ; Gal. iii. 8 ; iv. 21 ff. ; cf. Eph. iv. 8 f. ; 
in part, the Scripture arguments serve him as a confirmation 
and a key-stone of his logical reasonings : cf . Rom. ix. 24, 25. 
31-33 ; x. 15 ; xi. 2-5, 7-10, 25-27 ; xiv. 11 ; 1 Cor. i. 31 ; 
iii. 19, 20 ; x. 26 ; xv. 54, 55 ; 2 Cor. viii. 15 ; ix. 9 ; cf. Eph. 
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The ques- v . 31. T ne dialectic moving of the Pauline discourse itself 
faon in Paul 

shows the following turns : extremely frequent with him is the 
question, and, indeed, a) as a question to be denied or to he 
contradicted: Bom. iii. 9, 27, 29; vi. 1, 15 ; vii. 7; ix. 14; x. 
18, 19 ; ad. 1, 11 ; 1 Cor. ix. 7, 11 ; x. 19, 22 ; xiv. 6, 7, 8, 36 : 
2 Cor. i. 17; xi. 11; /5) as an affirmatory question: Rom, 
iii. 1 ; 1 Cor. viii. 10 ; ix. 1, 4-6 ; x. 16; y) as a shaming 
question : Rom. ii. 3, 4, 17-23 ; 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4; iv. 21 ; v. 2 ; 
vi. 1, 2, 7, 8 ; viii. 10 ; xi. 22 ; xv. 12 ; Gal. iii. 1 f. ; iv. 9, 10. 
16; v. 7; 8) as an objection (a specifically Pauline turn), 
usually introduced through the formulae rL ovv cpovfjuev, or merely 
TI ovv, epets ovv, and the like, Rom. iii. 3, 5 ; vi. 1, 15 ; vii. 7 : 
ix. 14, 19, 30 ; xi. 19. But side by side with this also a re- 
futation of every objection through an authoritative expression ', 
Rom. ix. 20, 21 ; 1 Cor. xi. 16. More rare is <) the sug- 
Paul'sargu- gestive question : Rom. iii. 1 ; iv. 1. The reasonings of Paul 
appear in the following forms : a) the argumentum a minori 
ad majus : Rom. v. 8-10; 2 Cor. iii. 7 11; ft) the argumen- 
tum a majori ad minus : Rom. xi. 21 ; y) a special exhorta- 
tion or reproof based upon the general relation : 1 Cor. iii. 21- 
23 ; xi. 315, 23 f. ; xfi. 4 ff. ; xv. 1 ff. ; 8) a grounding of a 
general direction or exhortation on a special (supposed) case : 

I Cor. viii. 10; x. 27-29; xiv. 23, 24; e) argument from 
contrast or antithesis : 1 Cor. i. 19-25 ; 2 Cor. iv. 7-11 ; vi, 
8-10 ; vii. 5 ; ) argumentum ex absurdo : 1 Cor. xiv. 23 ; 
xv. 1219, 29-32 ; 77) argument from history : Rom. iv. 15 
and 10 f. ; v. 12-21 ; ix. 7-12, 17 ; xi. 3 f. ; 6) appeal to the 
Christian knowledge of the readers : Rom. vi. 1 6 ; vii. 1 ; 1 Cor, 
vi. 2, 3, 9, 15 ; Gal. iv. 21 f. ; i) argument from analogy: Rom. 
vii. 1-6 ; Gal. iv. 1 f., 21 f. ; 1 Cor. xiv. 7 f. ; xv. 35 ff. ; *) 
argument from the experience of the readers: 1 Cor. i. 26 ff. : 
xi. 30 ; 2 Cor. vii. 1 1 f . ; Gal. iii. 2-5 ; X) argument from the 
experience of the Apostle : 1 Cor. ii. 1 f. ; Gal. i. 11-24 ; ii. 1-10, 

II ff. ; p) argument from general Christian experience (for 
the most part in the form of a jaeTcur^/mTicryuoc) : Gal. iii. 2325 ; 
Rom. vii. 7-24 ; Gal. ii. 19, 20 ; Rom. v. 1 ff. ; viii. 1-4, 15, 16, 26. 
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It may be shown that in Paul's Epistles written during his im- 
prisonment the dialectic element is less prominent. Outside of . 

the Pauline Epistles, the Epistle to the Hebrews is that which tie to the 
1 * Hebrews. 

shows dialectics most of all. The following are the principal 

turns that are found in this Epistle : a) the Scripture argu- 
ment as the foundation of an inference : ii. 6; vii. 1-10; viii. 
8-13 ; x. 5 f. /?) the Scripture argument as the conclusion 
of a process of reasoning : v. 6 ; vii. 17. y) argumentum a 
minori ad maius: ii. 2, 3 ; ix. 13. 14: x. 28, 29. James fur- James 

proves by 

nishes an antithesis to the dialectic process, seeking to convince examples. 

almost never through rational grounds, but for the most part 

through examples : i. 23, 24; ii. 24 ; xv. 16, 20 f. ; iii. 4, 11 ; 

v. 17, 18. A form of speech belonging to parenetic discourse, 

and according with the essence of Christianity, is the motiving 

of an exhortation through the experience of salvation ; this 

occurs in almost all the New Testament authors : Rom. vi. 2 

f., 13, 14; viii. 9; xii. 1-3; Gal. iv. 9 ; v. 1 ; 1 Pet. 1, 17f., 

22, 23 ; ii. 2-4 ; iv. 1-3, 13 f. ; 1 John iii. 1-3 ; iv. 11 coll. Gosp. 

of John v. 14 ; xv. 9, 15, 16. 

46. Conjunctions. 

The logical explanation, so far as it relates to the connection Eelation of 
of the individual thoughts among themselves is closely con- explanation 


nected with the grammatical explanation. It is self-evident 
that here the conjunctions must be decisive. But now text- Various 
critical difficulties sometimes enter, in that the reading fre- rea mgs> 
quently wavers, e.g. between yap and Se ; but also exegetical 
difficulties, in that not unfrequently where the reading is criti- 
cally established, one conjunction seems to be used for another, 
as likewise Se for yap and vice versa, ?ra for on, wore for ovv, and 
vice versa. In such cases we are not to suppose, as was sup- 
posed by many of the older interpreters, a confounding of the 
conjunctions ; but where, e.g. Se appears to be put for yap, the 
author has annexed the antithetical thought to the foregoing, 
not as antithetical, but simply as a new thought ; where vice 
versa yap seems to be put for Be, as, e.g. Rom. v. 7, there the 
antithetical thought is treated as an argumentum e contrario. 
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lva in the later Greek is often P ut where fche Better 
writers would have put the infinitive or an objective clause 
with on, is well-known (cf. Winer, Thayer's ed., pp. 334, 335), 
and must be maintained against puristic elaboration. Cases 
occur, to be sure, where the telic meaning also is admissible, 
as, for example, after verba jubendi et exhortandi ; but often 
1 the telic meaning could be adhered to only with the greatest 

forcing, as, e.g. ^e'Ato fra, aios iva, dpKeros iva (Matt. x. 25), 
o~u/JL<j>epei Iva (Matt, xviii. 6), e/xov j3pwp,a IOTIV iva . . . (John iv. 
34), TroOev /AOI rovro Iva . . . (Luke i. 43). But even with the 
KOIVOIS, such constructions occur, as in Arrian. Epict. $eA<o Iva. 
(1. 18, 14), vrp&Tov ecmv Iva (id. I. 10, 8), etc. "Iva seems to 
have been put also now and then e/c/3artKws as wore. But it is 
rather to be said, that design and result not rarely pass over 
into each other, and that which appears as mere result could be 
teleology conceived of by the author as design, and by the biblical author, 
in accordance with his teleology, could be put as a divinely 
ordained object, as, e.g. John ix. 2 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 13 ; Gal. v. 17, 
as already John of Damascus (De orthod. fide IY. 20) says : 
e$os ry ypa^>77, TWO. e/c/?aTiKuis o^eiXovra Aeyecr$ai, atnoAoyiKtos 
Aeyeiv. Frequently also wore and ow appear confounded, cf. 
for example, Matt. x. 1 ; xxvii. 1 ; Luke ix. 52, et al. In all 
these passages wore stands for the designed result, which even 
in the Greeks is not rarely the case, cf. Thucydides, IV. 23 ; 
Xenoph., Cyroped. III. 2, 16. 

\ 

I 47. Participles. 

! Among the grammatical relations that may exercise an 

influence on the logical explanation and make this doubtful, 
we make special mention here still of the participial relation, 
which may be either a temporal or a causal or a conditional 
relation, or may be resolved through " although." In many 
cases the relation is to be ascertained from the connection, but 
not always. Even the temporal relation may be a matter of 
dispute, and cases are found in the New Testament, where this 

John i. 18. even exercises an influence on the dogmatic sense. Cf . John 
j, 18 : o juiovoyev^s vios 6 wv eis TOV KO\TTOV rov irarpos efcctvo? 
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Here the question is, whether &v is to be under- 
stood as present or as imperfect. Grammatically, as is well- 
known, either is admissible ; but for the sense it mates an 
essential difference whether we render " who is in heaven " or 
"who was in heaven." The matter is to be decided only 
through an ascertaining of the sense of the passage as a whole. 
Does the Evangelist mean to say, the only-begotten Son, who 
in his pre-existence was in intimate communion with the Father, 
he has revealed, etc. ? This might be recommended by the doc- 
trine of the Logos of the prologue ; iii. 13 might also be adduced 
in favor thereof. But from the connection we ascertain that 
after vs. 14 the transcendent history of the Logos is no longer 
spoken of, but the experience that believers have of the incar- 
nate Logos ; and with regard to the passage iii. 13, 6 wv iv TW 
ovpaviS would be imperfect if it were said 6 3>v Iv TO> oupavw /cat 
K TOV ovpavov Kara^Sasj but not if 6 a>v Iv T&> ovpavw is appended, 
as it is. But the view also, by virtue of which 6 &v is taken 
as present, indeed, but is referred to his state of exaltation in 
heaven, has the connection against it. Rather, it is meant to 
express the general relation of the incarnate one, and wv is 
therefore to be conceived as present. (So already Chrysostorn 
referred the word to the crvyyeveia KCU evor^s). Still more 
difficult is the temporal relation of the participles in Phil. ii. run. H. 
68. The matters in question here are, 1) whether kv 
popfyfi OQV <&7rapxuv, etc., is to be understood as present, i.e. 
as contemporaneous with apTray/^bv qyqcraTo, that is to say, 
whether Christ during his earthly life is considered as Iv 
p.optj>rj 6eov inrdp^v, etc., or whether vrrapx^v is to be conceived 
of as imperfect, and his ev fJ*op<f>-f] 6tov emu as Christ's condition 
in his pre-existence. (The same question prevails in regard to 
the passage 2 Cor. viii. 9) ; 2) whether /iop^i/ SovAou Xafiuv 
was understood by the Apostle as preceding the IKCVUHTCV, or as 
contemporaneous therewith ; in other terms, whether by the 
tKlvwa-ev lavrov it is intended to designate his activity during 
his earthly existence, or the act of emptying himself of the 
heavenly life as Logos for the limited earthly life. The first 
18 
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to be done is, to inquire into the grammatical usage. 
With regard to the first question the rule holds good, that the 
present participle construed with the principal verb in the 
preterite indicates a contemporaneous action or state, cf. Luke 
ii. 47 ; iii. 18 ; iii. 14; xxiv. 44 ; Acts v. 5, et al. With regard 
to the second question the usage preponderating by far is, in- 
deed, that the aorist participle construed with the principal 
verb in the preterite expresses a preceding action or state ; yet 
it is not rarely the case that a contemporaneous action or state 
is indicated thereby ; cf. Luke viii. 54 ; xi. 40 ; Acts x. 39, etc. 
Connection gj ncej therefore, the grammatical linguistic usage is not decisive, 
we are to take counsel of the connection. In vs. 5 f., Christ is 
represented as an example of unselfishness and resignation; 
this resignation consisted, according to vs. 6 f., in the fact that 
he although in the form of God considered likeness to 
God not as something usurped, 1 but emptied himself, etc. This 
vTrap^uv iv popffrfj deov is (see above) contemporaneous with 
the ov% aLpirayfjiov ^yetcr^at and KCVOVV eavrov, which are appli- 
cable as well to his pre-existence as to his earthly life. More 
important, accordingly, is the temporal relation of the participial 
clause /xop^v SovXov Xafiwv to e/ceVwo-e eavroV, and it is decisive 
for the whole. And here the circumstance already, that the 
participle stands after the principal verb, is favorable to the 
contemporaneousness of the two actions, since such a participle, 
as a rule, indicates the way and manner in which the principal 
action happens ; cf. Luke xxi. 12 ; Acts v. 30 ; vii. 24 ; ix. 25 ; 
Thucydides, I. 23. Now, to be sure, the specification of the 
way and manner may be also temporal, and this temporal 
determination may consist in a foregoing action, as Luke xxiv. 
47, but this is then indicated through the contents of the parfi- 

1 On apvaynos : substantives in -pos express, as a rule, the intransitive 
meaning of the verbal stem, while substantives in -iris express the tra is- 
itive (cf. Kiihner, Gram. Gr. I, 370). If in the later Greek, and particu- 
larly in the New Testament, this distinction is no longer observed, so 
a.jia.fffji6s, jSa/irTHr^ufJs, yoyyvcr/j.6s, SiaAoyi(r/j.6s, Ka,6api(rfj.6s, fiepifffjios, oveiSjcr- 
p6s, trvjs5eor/j.6s, xjpnfw.rifffi.6s, yet all these words have also the transitive 
meaning, and when in doubt we are to make this our starting-point. 
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cipial clause. Such is not the case in our passage ; and we have 
every reason to understand the words popffiv &ov\ov Xafiwv as 
a designation of the manner in which e/cevcocrev eavrov, and 
accordingly as contemporaneous therewith. The KCVWCTIS of 
Christ consisted, therefore, in the assumption of the form of a 
servant ; and since the expression [*.op<j>r) SovXov stands on the 
one hand in unmistakable contrast with p-op^r, Oeov, and on the 
other hand is more definitely explained through the ev 6/x,otu>- 
fian o.v6pwTrwv ywopevos which follows ; the sense is accord- 
ingly this, that Christ is our example in self-renunciation, in 
that he emptied himself of the p-op^ 6eov, which he had in hia 
pre-existence, and assumed, in exchange therefor, the form of a 
servant, i.e. the simple human form. (Thus already the whole 
body of ancient Greek exegetes understood the passage). 
These examples may suffice to show how the grammatical and 
the logical explanation stand in the closest connection, and 
condition one another. Cf. moreover, what has been, said 
above ( 25 f.) on the connection as a means of explanation. 

48. Lack of Connection, seeming or actual. 

But the connection is often questionable and difficult from, 
the absence of any conjunction or other grammatical annexa- 
tion. This occurs not only in rhetorical do-wSerois, but it is 
not seldom quite uncertain whether there exists a connection 
or not. Now it is certainly altogether perverse to wish to 
subtilize out a connection where there is none. So would it be, 
for example, quite idle elaboration to seek to bring out a con- 
nection between the sentences Luke xvi. 1518, while these Lukexvi. 

1 C_ "I Q 

expressions are evidently only detached apothegms ; cf . vs. 1 6 
with Matt. xi. 12, 13, where the expression stands in a good 
connection; further, vs. 17 with Matt. v. 18, and vs. 18 with 
Matt. v. 32. In other cases the matter is, in fact, questionable, 
in that even if a connection is to be accepted, yet doubt prevails 
as to what connection ; cf. the macarisms of the Sermon on 
the Mount, Matt. v. 3-12. That these are connected among 
themselves may be regarded as acknowledged. But what is the 
combining thought ? Indeed, after the answer to this question 
18* 
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has come forth, a different light accrues to vs. 8 in particular. 
If we observe first of all the situation, we see that these macar- 
isms are not directed to the o^Aot, whom he much rather avoids, 
but to the disciples. Accordingly, it is evident from the ar- 
rangement in Matthew, that the Sermon on the Mount forms, \ 
as it were, Jesus's Messianic programme, and the macarisms the \ 
introduction to the same. If we compare now this situation with i 
the contents of the macarisms themselves, we gain the conviction 
that Jesus here declared what sort of men are fitted for the 
kingdom of heaven which he brings. From this fundamental 
thought, as from the extended concluding macarism, it follows 
that those can scarcely have viewed the matter correctly, who 
would find in vs. 36 the negative, and in vs. 7 and the follow- 
ing verses the positive attributes of those that are fit for the 
kingdom of heaven. That not positive virtues, but suscepti- 
bility and fitness for the kingdom of heaven are here treated 
of, is evident not only from the last macarism, which refers back 
to the first, but also from the pervasive relation between the 
felicitated subjects and the promises. So are the eXe^oves not 
only the compassionate in general, but those who are compas- 
sionate in the consciousness how much they themselves need 
compassion ; the Ka.6a.poi ry KapSla not the sinless (cf. on the 
other hand, Matt. ix. 12, 13 ; Luke xv.), but those whose heart 
is sincere and true, and the eip^voTrotoi not merely those who are 
pacific in general, but those who are pacific in the longing for 
peace with God. It is darker and more disputed, whether the 
Mattvii. expressions Matt. vii. 114 are organically connected with each 
other. Verses 15-17 form, evidently, a connecting link, hence 
only the connection of the first fourteen verses can be matter 
of dispute. "We are to take as our starting-point that which is 
without doubt, and this is the grouping of this section. Verses 
15 form one group, and treat of judging ; vs. 6 appears to 
stand there isolated; on the other hand vs. 7-11, which treat 
of the effect of prayer, form in turn a group, while vs. 12, again, 
appears to stand without connection, and just so between vs. 12 
and the two following verses, which treat of the narrow and 
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broad gates, no connection is established. The question is, 
therefore, more definitely to be expressed, thus : Is there a con- 
nection between vs. 5 and 6, between vs. 6 and 7, between 
vs. 11 and 12, and, finally, between vs. 12 and 13? If we 
take the more certain as our starting-point, vs. 12, whose con- 
tents yet appear to stand in no connection with the foregoing, 
yet is connected with the foregoing through oivv, and is, accord- 
ing to the design of the Evangelist, the consequence of what 
precedes. What consequence ? The combining thought is pray- 
ing and being heard : just as we ourselves pray and desire to be 
heard, so shall we fulfil the desires of those that beg of us. This 
combining, which here has to be supplied, Luke gives (vi. 30, 
31). If now the Evangelist intends a connection between vs. 
711 and vs. 12, where there appears to be none, the probability 
is, that the other expressions also, although connected through 
no conjunctions, do not stand without connection : between vs. 
15 and vs. 6, the combining thought seems to be, " one is first 
to judge himself before he judges others, but then are others also 
to be judged, in order that what is holy be not bestowed upon 
dogs." Between vs. 6 and 7 ff., the correspondence of giving and 
receiving forms the connection. Finally, between vs. 12 and 
13 f., the combining thought is the serious task and difficulty 
that are involved in the foregoing expression, in opposition to 
all those who would make their life-work easy, and their way 
of life comfortable ; cf. further on in the chapter vs. 21-27. In Principles 
all such passages, where the connection is difficult and doubtful, 
the following rules apply : 1) "We must always take the 
clearer and more certain as our starting-point, and seek thence 
to gain light for the darker and more doubtful ; 2) We 
must attend to the conjunctions ; but we must also never neglect 
a survey of the dark passage as a whole ; 3) We must 
guard against underlaying the author with a heterogeneous or 
modern nexus. 
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5) Ascertaining the Course of Thought of an Entire Section. 

49. Methods and Difficulties, 

Methods. The course of thought of a section admits of being explained 
in two different ways : a) by proceeding from the individual 
parts, and, as it were, advancing from below upward to the un- 
derstanding of the intention and of the fundamental thought, 
and b) by proceeding from the fundamental thought, and from 
these gradually descending to the individual parts. Strictly 
taken, these two methods must supplement each other ; but, as 
a rule, we are to begin with the first-mentioned ; therefore, we 
give to the ascertaining of the course of thought the precedence 

Difficulties, of the ascertaining of the fundamental thought. The course of 
thought becomes difficult chiefly in the following cases : a) 
when the individual thoughts stand apparently isolated and 
without connection, cf. 48 ; (B) when on the contrary the 
individual thoughts seem to be by no means adequately dis- 
criminated, but, as it were, are blended with one another, as in 
the Johannean writings, and y) when in the details a clear 
connection of thought is present, but the whole exhibits an in- 
ternal incongruity. For the illustration as well of the task as 
of its accomplishment, we give once more some examples, 
relating to the cases mentioned under JB and y. 

50. The Johannean Logic. 

inquiry. Most of the Johannean discourses have the peculiar difficulty, 
that the thoughts seem to run not at all according to logical 
laws, and therefore the logical explanation sees itself robbed, 
as it appears, of the logical categories as means of explana- 
tion. Is this course mocking at all logic only an appear- 
ance? or do other than the usual determinations of thought 

Answer, stand at the command of logical exegesis ? The answer to 
these questions can only be found in concrete. Cf. the conversa- 

Joim Hi. tion of Jesus with Nicodemus, John iii. 121. The first A h?njj 

1-21 . . 

here also is attention to the connection with the foregoing. Just 
before it was recounted, that during Jesus's sojourn in Jerusalem 
many believed in him for the sake of the signs, but that he did 
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not commit himself to them, because by virtue of his acuteness 
he penetrated their thoughts. Now one of those that believed 
in him for the sake of the signs was Nicodemus (vs. 2). In 
the unexpected, and on its face somewhat dark, answer of Jesus 
every one understands at once that Jesus means to make him 
feel the insufficiency of this faith for entrance into the kingdom 
of God. Why insufficient ? Doubtless, because anybody may 
have such a faith without having undergone any moral or spir- 
itual change. Therefore, it comes about, that one must become 
another man, must begin his life, as it were, anew (cf. Matt, 
xviii. 3). The nature of this new birth now is discussed to 
vs. 9, between Nicodemus, disconcerted in religious stupidity, 
and Jesus, standing over against him in divine superiority. The 
a.v<a6fv (" from above," cf. iii. 31 ; xix. 11)- was completely 
unintelligible, and Nicodemus remained sticking in the literal 
conception of the yewijB^vai. Jesus aims at giving Nicodemus 
a better understanding, 1) through a repetition of the sen- 
tence, only with a more definite explanation of the av<a6ev 
through the words e vSaros KOL Trveu/xaros ; 2) by showing 
that a fleshly birth can by no means be meant by the yevvrjdrjvai 
(vs. 6), and 3) that this is a thing just as little to be appre- 
hended by the ordinary reason as is an analogous process in 
nature (vs. 7, 8). When Nicodemus shows himself still always 
incapable of understanding what has been said, Jesus gives his 
discourse another turn : he takes now as his point of departure 
just this inability to understand on the part of Nicodemus, and in 
contrast herewith that which he had to reveal, in order not at all 
to let himself down to Nicodemus's deficient power of concep- 
tion, but, on the contrary, to raise himself to the revelation of 
the divine purpose of salvation to be realized in him (vs. 
10-15). In making prominent, to his shame, namely, Nicode- 
mus's lack of comprehension as a lack of faith, and the contrast 
between his official position and his insensibility, and in setting 
over against Nicodemus's insusceptibility the truth and the 
higher certainty of his own witness, Jesus brings Nicodemus to 
feel, by an argumentum a minori ad majus (vs. 12, cf. vi. 61, 
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62), how mean his faith's perception is, since he not even un- 
derstands the occurrences that are taking place on the earth, in 
man, while he (Christ), and he alone (vs. 12, 13), can yet 
make known by virtue of his heavenly origin what is going on 
in heaven the divine purposes. What are these lirovpavia ? 
They are already prefigured in the brazen serpent (Num. xxi. 
8. 9), just as, namely, Moses lifted up upon a stake the brazen 
serpent as a symbol of healing ; so must, according to the divine 
purpose, the Sou of Man be lifted up upon the cross, in order 
that every one that believes in him may have eternal life. The 
tertium comparationis is not only the external lifting up upon 
the cross, but the healing and animation through the one lifted 
up (cf. Num. xxi. 9). From this point the discourse takes 
anew another turn, and it is a greatly vexed question, whether 
what follows (vs. 1 621) are still words of Jesus, or not rather 
words of the Evangelist. But this question is of interest only un- 
der the pre-supposition that the foregoing contains the ipsissima 
verba of Jesus. But even if the Evangelist made the genuine 
words of Jesus (cf. vs. 3) his starting-point, there is yet no doubt 
at all, but that he passes over more and more from these into 
his own reflection and representation. The question here, 
therefore, is simply this : "What is, according to the intention of 
the Evangelist the connection of vs. 16ff. with the foregoing? 
Immediately before it was said, that the Son of Man is to be 
lifted up upon the cross, and that through faith in the one 
lifted up mankind is to have eternal life. This bestowal of his 
Son for the purpose of the salvation and the eternal life of the 
world is now shown forth as an act of love on the part of God, 
and to this is annexed the explanation that the Son of Man has 
come into the world not, as the Jewish opinion would have it, 
for Messianic penal judgment, but for the saving of the world 
(vs. 17). A Kpicn.9 certainly is to be accomplished through 
him, but not a /cpicris that he himself makes, but one that 
consists in the revelation of those that are incapable of salva- 
tion or afraid of the light and insincere, and those that rejoice 
in the light and are sincere (vs. 18-21). This entire discourse 
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consists, therefore, of three parts : the adducing and the dis- The three 

' . P? rts of t 

cussing of the yewyoijrai avwoev (vs. 39) ; the advancing from discourse 

the eTrt'yeia, which Nicodemus does not understand, to the 
iTrovpdvia. of the divine purpose of salvation, which he under- 
stands still less (vs. 10-15) ; and the representing of the divine 
counsel and will as love, and judgment only in so far as the 
sincere and the insincere separate spontaneously in the " light 
of the world" (vs. 16-21). 

51. Examples exhibiting Greater Difficulty. 

In other Johannean discourses the course of thought is still 

more difficult; cf. John v. 19-47. The connection and the John v. 

19-47. 

occasion are as follows : The healing on the Sabbath at the occasion, 
pool of Bethesda has just taken place, and is condemned by the 
Jewish guardians of the law. In justification of himself, Jesus 
replies : " My father worketh hitherto, namely, preserving and 
restoring, i.e. this maintaining activity of his knows no Sabbath, 
and so namely, preserving and restoring life I also work." 
This expression having been understood by his opponents as a 
presumptuous usurpation of equality with God on his part, 
there follows now that apologetico-polemic discourse. Jesus Expiana- 
begins his defence by declaring that his activity does not pro- prerogative 
ceed from usurping arbitrariness, since as Son he can do noth- 
ing else than what springs from filial communion with the 
Father (vs. 19, 20). This godlike activity of the Son now is 
in no way limited to instrumental action, but is explained (yap) 
by the fact that it consists in Kpivtw and ^wo-n-oielv, which, in- 
deed, are the most peculiar acts of the Father, and it is added 
how the Kpivetv and the o>o7roiav on the part of the Son are to 
be understood (vs. 2127). Since now this claiming of divine 
prerogatives might awaken indignant astonishment, the speaker 
meets this astonishment through an argumentum a minori ad 
majus, which is at the same time an argumentum e concessis, 
that the awakening from the dead and the final judgment will, 
indeed, be also his work (vs. 28, 29). From this point the 
discourse takes, apparently, a more general turn, yet with the 
thought still kept in view, from which it started out, so that 
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instead of characterizing his activity more definitely only 
his divine trustworthiness and the truth of his testimony are 
made prominent (vs. 30 ff.), which then, from vs. 37 onwards, 
gradually passes over into polemics against his adversaries. 
Proof of his llis trustworthiness he proves, 1) through the witness of the 
thiness. Father (vs. 31, 32), 2) through the witness of John the 
Baptist, which even they must know and recognize, of which, 
however, he had no need for himself (3335), since his epya 
constitute the proper proof of the truth of his testimony. Here 
the discourse gradually glides over from the apologetic into the 
polemic (vs. 37 ff.). This polemics consists in his reproaching 
his adversaries with ignorance of the Father who bears wit- 
ness for the Son (vs. 37, 38), ignorance or rather a dead knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures (vs. 39, 40), and especially with all 
their zeal for God's honor deficiency in love for God, and 
hence in ability to appreciate purely unselfish speaking and 
Conclusion, acting (vs. 4144). In conclusion, it is maintained against 
them that precisely Moses, upon whom they always prop them- 
selves, and yet in whom, at bottom, they do not believe, will 
be their accuser (vs. 45-47). This discourse admits of no res- 
olution into different parts, but exhibits only more or less 
observable turns ; these are found chiefly in vs. 30 ff., when the 
apologetic tone passes over more and more into the polemic, 
yet so that in vs. 30-36 the apologetic still predominates, in vs. 
37 to the end, the polemic. (On the fundamental thought, see 

below). 

52. Apparent Incongruities. 

But the course of thought may also offer a peculiar difficulty 
from the fact that the discourse at the end seems to presuppose 
another object or reference to other persons than in the begin- 
ning ; cf. John viii. 31-44. The difficulty here may be more 
accurately defined by remarking, that while the discourse at its 
beginning is directed to believers (cf. vs. 30, 31), in its progress 
and at its end it is directed to the most decided opponents, 
without any intimation having been given of a change of the 
audience. (We confine ourselves to vs. 31-44, not as if the 


No clear 
divisions. 


John viil. 
81-44. 
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discourse ended with vs. 44, but because there !t attains to its 
polemic climax). The difficulty would be, in fact, insupera- 
ble, if we did not know that Tncrreueiv with our Evangelist is a 
very elastic idea, cf. ii. 23 f. : x. 38 ; xiv. 11. At all events 
o-Td'eiv here in vs. 30 and 3 1 cannot have the usual pregnant 
meaning. The dispute itself first receives this character through 
the opposition of the Jews, vs. 33 and 39. The beginning 
Vs. 31, 32) contains as yet nothing polemic, but only the ex- 
lortation to continue in his word, because only thus will they 
snow the truth that makes free, etc. Jesus, therefore, really 
regards it as uncertain whether the impression of his words 
upon these jreTrio-TeuKoVes is fundamental and permanent, and 
presupposes that, although now believing, they may not yet 
have known the truth and not yet have been emancipated 
thereby. But the implication that they are first to become free, 
is injurious to their theocratic self-esteem, and this injured 
national pride goes so far, that they maintain, in the face of all the 
facts of the case, that they need not to become free, since they 
have never been in bondage. Since they understand bondage 
and freedom only externally, Jesus explains to them (vs. 
34-36) what kind of bondage and freedom he means. But 

now follows the difficult expression: . . . t^relri /AC aTro/creivat, The difficult 
> t \ i e\ i ~>t~ /r\ ii i ii expression 

on o Aoyos o epjs ou x w P l ** v ^ lv ' (^ n the latter expression 


cf. 29). How can it be said to those who have yet at least 
had a beginning of faith ^retre p.e aTroKretvat ? * According 
to the Evangelist a divine knowledge, penetrating the hearts 
of men, belongs to Jesus, cf. i. 48, 49 ; ii. 24, 25. By virtue 
of this knowledge he knows not only their insusceptibility, but 
also the consequences thereof: aversion towards that which 
they do not apprehend, the enhancing of this aversion to posi- 
tive hatred and to murderous thoughts ; cf. 1 John iii. 15. Since, 
therefore, the Jews had appealed to their derivation from 
Abraham, Jesus holds before them the contradiction between 

1 To the critic it is very convenient here to say, that the difficulty is to 
be attributed entirely to " thoughtlessness " on the part of the Evangelist ; 
but it is incumbent upon the exegete to go to his author with the presup- 
position that he means to speak rationally. 
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their sonship to Abraham and the murderous thoughts slum- 
bering in them, and refers these thoughts to another pater- 
nity, which he does not yet name, but still keeps in petto, vs. 
3741. Not until the Jews in blunt misunderstanding of 
Jesus's expression represent themselves not only as children of 
Abraham, but also as children of God (vs. 41), does he have 
every reason to show them the contradiction, much greater still, 
between their affirmed filial relation to God and their dis- 
position. This contradiction consists, first of all, in the fact 
that they the pretended children of God do not under- 
stand at all the divine words of Jesus (vs. 42, 43), a failure to 
understand which can spring only from opposition to God, from 
the devil ; and now the word is uttered, which he has been 
long preparing for : " You are of your father the devil," etc. 
In this scene, therefore, it is shown how even " faith," if the 
impure motive in the heart is discovered, is changed into its 
opposite. 

53. Another Example. 

Gai.ii.14-21 Another example of disputed course of thought is Gal. ii. 

Statement 14-21. The difficulty consists in the fact that while vs. 14 

cuity. and 15, the words of Paul spoken in Antioch, evidently refer 
to Peter the discourse at a later point passes over entirely 
into the track of the explanation to be given to the Galatians 
of justification through faith, without the slightest break being 
visible. We must disregard entirely the dogmatic interest 

Connection which now and then has mingled in the explanation. The 
connection, an understanding of which is here of special impor- 
tance, is as follows : Peter had visited the Gentile Christian 
church in Antioch, at whose head Paul and Barnabas stood, 
and although a Jew (vs. 14), and an apostle to the Jews 
(vs. 9) yet had not scrupled to sit at meat with the Gentile 
Christians, which seems to have been a concession on his part. 
But now came emissaries of the James party from Jerusalem, 
rigorous Judaists, who so awed Peter with their Judaistic 
consistency, that he withdrew and separated himself from the 
Gentile Christians. Here in the eyes of the Jacobine party 
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Peter's inconsistency and luTro/cpicns had consisted in the fact 
that he had associated with the Gentile Christians, who to them 
were essentially Gentiles ; but to Paul Peter's inconsistency 
and hypocrisy consisted in the fact, that he now separated 
himself from the Gentile Christians, who to him were essen- 
tially Christians, and through his apostolic authority with this 
scrupulous separation of his had awed even Barnabas. This is 
the situation, an understanding of which is necessary for the 
explanation of what follows. First of all, now, we are to take The apos 
what is undisputed as our starting-point, namely, the apos- 
trophe to Peter (vs. 14, 15) : If thou, says Paul, though a 
Jew, livest as a Gentile, i.e. sittest at meat with those born 
Gentiles, without giving place to Jewish scruples, with what 
right dost thou compel (i.e. morally, through thine example) 
those born Gentiles to Judaize, i.e. to believe, that the distinc- 
tion between Jew and Gentile, and the observance of this dis- 
tinction, is the principal thing? Now we expect after the 
negative something positive, and this follows in fact ; but the 
question is whether what follows belongs to the address to 
Peter or not. If it does, then everything that follows must 
also be understood in the same way, since, if there is a break 
anywhere, it is between vs. 14 and 15. If not, then the apos- 
trophe to Peter seems to be broken off abruptly, and to lack 
the positive filling out. First of all, it is to be seen which of 
the two explanations gives the better sense. Under the first The sense, 
presupposition we gain from vs. 15 and 1 6 the following sense : 
We thou and I although by nature Jews (= legally 
righteous), and not Gentile sinners, yet convinced, that man is 
not justified by means of the works of the law, nay even we 
(emphatically resuming), i.e. thou and I, have become believers 
in Christ," etc. In other terms, the fact, that we have become 
believers in Christ, is proof of our conviction, that justification 
springs not from the works of the law (as, e.g. the observance 
of the distinction between Jew and Gentile is such a work). A 
very good thought ! only it is decisive against it 1) that vs. 
15 begins without any conjunctions, not even with Se ; 2) that 
19 
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we Lave to bring much into the text ; and 3) that vs. 17 is 
closely connected with vs. 1 6, and likewise what follows with vs. 
17, while no further reference at all appears to person and occa- 
The sense sion. If we make the attempt to explain the discourse under the 
supposition pre-supposition that vs. 15 ff. no longer belong to the discourse 
referYothe' of Paul directed to Peter, the proposition receives a, general, 
Ga atians. more <3 g ma ti c sense, although by virtue of an often occurring 
/jLeracrx^aTtcr/Aos, expressed as Paul's personal experience. 
This explanation has in its favor, 1) that if the discourse 
of Paul to Peter is to be broken ofi anywhere here is the 
only suitable place ; 2) that nothing needs to be brought 
into the proposition, vs. 15 and 16, and 3) that in this case 
vs. 17 ff. are connected with what precedes. Against this view, 
however, is always the abruptness of the words vs. 14, and the 
Athirdpos- s ^l always undeniable absence of a clear break. But there is 
sibiiity. g ^j|j a f.hj r( j possibility, viz. that the discourse to Peter con- 
tinues to vs. 21. Thus is a far closer connection not only 
between vs. 14 and 15, but also between vs. 16 and 17 ff., sup- 
posed ; vs. 17 : " if we thou and I who seek to be justi- 
fied through Christ, ourselves also be found as sinners (i.e. as 
Gentiles), then would follow the blasphemous proposition that 
Christ would be not a minister of righteousness, but a minister 
of sin. Vs. 18 : Since if I set up again as steadfast and valid 
that which I have proved to be invalid (the Mosaical law), I 
constitute myself a transgressor, i.e. one who condemns hi& 
former actions." Now follows in vs. 19 and 20 an argumen- 
tum ex eventu : (" I do not set up again the abolished law), for 
I have died to law, but so that a new life, the life of Christ in 
me, has begun. 1 Vs. 21 : I do not set aside the grace of God 
(which would be the case if I set up the law again as efficacious), 
for if righteousness before God comes from the observance of 
the law, then the redeeming and justifying death of Christ has 
been in vain (groundless, cf. John xv. 25 ; LXX, Ps. xxxiv. 
7)." This third view has in its favor, that 1) a clear break 

1 The Greek literally translated reads : " For I through law died to law, 
that I might live to God." TR. 
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is nowhere to be shown, and 2) in chap. iii. 1 there is an 
energetic resumption of the address to the Galatians. It has 
against it 1) that vs. 1521, but particularly vs. 17 ff., ex- 
hibits no personal reference to Peter, and has not at all the 
character of an apostrophe. The most probable conclusion is, Conclusion 
therefore, either that the apostrophe to Peter ends with vs. 14, 
or, that it reaches to vs. 21, in which latter case the unobserved 
transition to the didactic tone is explicable from the fact 
that what Paul had to say to Peter is applicable also to the 
Galatians. 

54. Concluding Remark, 

We see, accordingly, there are examples in which the inquiry 
as to the course of thought designed by the author is not to be 
answered with perfect certainty. In that case the exegete has to 
hold himself to the correct method, i.e. to the following rules : 1) Rules. 
First of all he must pay close attention to the connection, i.e. 
to the persons who come into consideration, to the situation 
that is presupposed in the disputable discourse ; 2) attention 
must be paid to the sections, or if such are wanting, to the 
turns of the discourse, and the discourse must be grouped ac- 
cording to these, in which procedure we are to guard against 
applying categories or points of view that are foreign to the 
author ; 3) If the discourse shows incongruity either in its 
contents or in its tone, or finally, in the presupposed situation, 
we are to ascertain whether anywhere a break, or if not, a turn 
of discourse enters, and where such is found, and wherein it 
consists ; 4) there are, finally, cases where, even after the 
application of all exegetical means, no undisputed result can be 
attained ; in such cases we are never to set tip a plausible result 
as if it were quite assured, to be adhered to at all hazards, but 
we are to be content to set up what is most probable under 
the confirmation appertaining thereto. 
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c) Hie Discovery of the Intention and the Fundamental 
Thought of a Section. 

a) The Discovery of the Fundamental Thought of a Parable. 

55. Errors in the Explanation of Parables. 

Many parables, as, e.g. that of the Sower, that of the Servant 
who would not forgive his fellow-servant, that of the entrusted 
Talents, that of the Mustard-seed and the Leaven, are clear 
enough. Others, however, are either altogether or in particular 
parts of more disputed interpretation, or have received erroneous 

Sources of interpretations. The most important blunders in the explana- 
blunders. 

tion of the parables are : that the object of the parable is deter- 
mined merely according to one part ; that the explanation of 
the single features is carried too far (more seldom is the neg- 
lect of such a feature) ; that too much effort has been made to 
explain the personalities of a parable or the parable itself his- 
torically ; that men have not been content with the clear and 
simple intention, but have sought behind this still a hidden 
The inten- sense. These and other errors in the explanations of the para- 
sol-lit out kles nave their ground in the fact that the intention of the 
-first of all. parables hag no t been sought out first of all, and from this as 
a basis the single parts and features explained. Only from the 
intention and the fundamental thought, moreover, are the 
difficulties with which the explanation of several parables is 
beset, to be removed. From these alone is the question to be 
answered, "What in a parable belongs to the doctrinal contents, 
and what to the mere delineation ? From these it is to be 
determined how far in general one should go in the explanation 
of a parable, and what oversteps the lawful measure. From 
this is light to be gained for cases in which there seems to be 
a gap between the contents of the simile and the given explan- 
ation, or where the simile itself seems to be devoid of unity. 

56. Media for ascertaining the Drift. 

But how are the drift and the fundamental thought of a 
parable to be ascertained ? An important help is the state- 

i Cf. Trench, Parables. TR. 
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ment of the occasion, where there is such. This is pre-emi- Occasion. 
nently the case with Luke, who not only gives parables with 
an intimation of the occasion, which are wanting with the other 
Evangelists, as the account of the merciful Samaritan, of the 
Lazy Friend, who yet finally yields to entreaty, of the Judge 
and the poor Widow, of the Prodigal Son ; but also furnishes 
occasions of parables that stand in Matthew without such occa- 
sions; as in the parables of the Feast to which many were invited 
and that of the Talents entrusted to servants. Another im- The appen- 
portant medium of explanation is either the interpretation " 


given, or in default of such, the concluding sentence. An indi- eluding 0011 " 
cation or explanation proper is found in the case of the parable sentence ' 
of the Sower, in that of the Tares among the "Wheat ; an ex- 
planatory or inferential concluding sentence in the parable of the 
Lazy Friend (Luke xi. 5-13), of the Rich Man, whose fields 
brought forth plentifully (Luke xii. 13-21), of the Unjust Stew- 
ard (Luke xvi. 1 ff.), of the Debtor who would not forgive his 
fellow-servant (Matt, xviii. 23 ff.), of the Laborers in the Yine- 
yard (Matt. xx. 1 ff.), of the Treacherous Husbandmen (Matt. 
xxi. 33 ff., Par.), of the Ten Virgins (Matt. xxv. 1 ff.). But 
cases also occur where neither an explanatory connection nor an 
explanatory concluding aphorism is given, as in the account of 
Dives and Lazarus (Luke xvi. 19 ff.), not to mention those 
that are clear enough in themselves ; or where an incongruous 
relation seems to exist between the appended concluding sen- 
tence and the parable itself, as in the parable of the Unjust 
Steward (Luke xvi. 1 ff.). In many cases, therefore, we are 
thrown back simply upon the contents of the parable itself. But Contents of 
in all cases the contents themselves are an essential factor for itself. 
the discovery of the fundamental thought, along with the con- 
nection, indeed, or the occasion, the most indispensable factor. 
Where it is possible, all three helps the connection, the 
contents, and the concluding explanation must be applied. 
Where one or the other of these is wanting, we must, at least, 
neglect no one of the means that are given. 
19* 
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The occa- 
sion given 
in one Gos- 
pel not ne- 
cessarily to 
be applied 
to another. 

Parable of 
the Feast. 


Parable of 
the Royal 
Marriage. 


Parable of 
the Talents. 


57, Application of the Media, 

How these media of explanation are to be applied to the 
discovery of the fundamental thought a few examples will 
show. The occasion or the connection is chiefly determinative, 
yet regard must be had at the same time to the contents and 
the explanatory application. Yet we are not to conclude with- 
out further examination from the fact that Luke furnishes, e.g. 
an occasion for the parable of the Feast and that of the Talents, 
that the corresponding parables in Matthew have the same 
drift. The parable of the Feast (Luke xiv. 1624), accord- 
ing to the connection in Luke, where the exhortation precedes, 
not to invite rich friends and neighbors, but the poor and the 
wretched, is meant to show how the same arrangement prevails 
in the kingdom of God, that precisely the needy and neglected, 
and not those that appear to be especially called thereunto, 
become partakers of the good things of the house of God. It 
is otherwise in Matthew in the corresponding parable of the 
Royal Marriage (xxii. 1-16). Here the parable of the Treach- 
erous Husbandmen and the threat against the Jewish thebcrats, 
that the kingdom of God shall be taken away from them and 
given to others, had preceded. The parable agrees with that 
in Luke in the essential feature, that those first called show 
themselves unworthy, and on the other hand that the lowly and 
despised become partakers of the feast. But while in Luke 
the reference is to the distinction between rich and poor, in 
Matthew it applies more definitely to the contrast between the 
unworthy theocrats and the publicans and heathen. But the 
most essential difference lies in the fact that in Matthew there 
is found even among the guests of the Lord an unworthy per- 
son. The self-exclusion of those first called, as well as the ex- 
clusion of the unworthy guest, illustrates the truth spoken as a 
concluding sentence : Many are called, few are chosen. The 
parable of the entrusted Talents stands in Matthew (xxv. 
14-30) without especial occasion, merely as a part of the 
eschatological discourses, but in Luke (xix. 11-27) an occasion 
is furnished, viz. that much people followed Jesus on his jour- 
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ney from Jericho to Jerusalem, in the expectation that the 
kingdom of God was about to appear. The parable which in 
both places contains the general doctrine, that in the kingdom 
of God fidelity is the chief thing, has in Luke the more definite 
intention, to show that the kingdom of God is not reward and 
luxury, not the presence of carnal hope, but fidelity in little 
things. How important the consideration of the connection is, Parable of 
in conjunction with the concluding sentence, may be illustrated gal Son. 
most clearly by the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke xv. 
11-32). Many have thought, on the ground of the first part, 
that the " mercy of God towards lost sinners " must be taken 
as the fundamental thought. In this case the second part of 
the parable (vs. 2532) would be a mere appendix, which, 
especially on account of the emphatic conclusion, "... we should 
make merry and be glad ; for this thy brother was dead," etc., 
is extremely improbable. This conclusion clearly refers to the 
beginning and the occasion (vs. 1,2): " Then drew near unto 
Jesus publicans and sinners ; but the Pharisees murmured." 
To this relate the two little parables of the Lost Sheep and of 
the Penny, together with the applicatory aphorism ; " There is 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth." And that the 
parable of the Prodigal Son relates to sinners and the self- 
righteous Pharisees, and has no other fundamental thought 
than this : that the conversion of a lost brother should much 
more be made a matter of rejoicing, as the father rejoices the 
connection, in conjunction with the concluding sentence, proves. 
Sometimes interpreters have not been content with the sense 
of a parable that is clearly apparent, but have thought to find Ses? 
behind this still a deeper sense, as in the account of the Com- 
passionate Samaritan (Luke x. 30-37). The one who fell The Good 
among thieves has, namely, been referred to those that have Samaritan, 
fallen under the destructive power of sin, the priests and the 
Levites to the law, which has no help for the unfortunate, and 
the Samaritan to Christ. But the connection leaves us not a 
moment in doubt as to the true intention of the narrative : A 
doctor of the law, having inquired of Jesus as to the way 
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to eternal life, had, in reply to his counter-question, correctly 
defined the sum of the law as love to God and one's neighbor ; 
since, now, Jesus had replied that he has the right knowledge, 
and that if he will also carry out his knowledge into action he 
will become partaker of the eternal life, the doctor of the law, 
who would not let this confounding answer rest upon himself, 
rejoins : This is the question, Who is the neighbor that is to 
be loved ? The parable thus has no other intention than just 
to show this. This is also perfectly confirmed by Jesus's con- 
cluding question : " Which of these three was the neighbor of 
him that fell among thieves ? " Not always, however, is the 
occasion definite and the connection clear. For example, the 
parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt. xx. 1-16) is 
joined with the preceding simply by the aphorism, " Many first 
shall be last," etc. (cf. xix. 30 with xx. 16) ; but this sentence 
evidently has not in both places precisely the same sense : the 
former passage relates to the foregoing promise, and contains a 
limiting definition ; the latter passage, similar in language, is, on 
the other hand, a confirmation of what was said in the parable, 
that those called first and apparently worthiest shall be treated in 
the reckoning as the last, and those called later and who have less 
claim to make shall be treated as the first. The parable of the 
Treacherous Husbandmen (Matt. xxi. 33 ff. Par.) is motived 
only in a general way through the foregoing discussion with the 
Pharisees ; so also the parable of the Royal Marriage, whose 
parallel in Luke moreover has another setting, is connected, in- 
deed, by means of the foregoing inferences with the parable 
of the Treacherous Husbandmen ; but this connection is only 
general, and refers not at all to precisely what is specific in the 
foregoing parable. Most questionable of all is the connection 
of the otherwise difficult account of the Rich Man and Poor 
Lazarus (Luke xvi. 1931). That there is no connection with 
what immediately precedes is clear as noon-day. To find any- 
thing corresponding we must go back to vs. 14 and 15. The 
detached aphorisms vs. 16-18 may, of course, be passed over, 
and the parable may be annexed to vs. 15. In this case we 
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get the following connection : After Jesus had said (vs. 13) 
that men cannot serve God and mammon, the rich Pharisees, 
who as often happened knew how best of all to unite the 
service of God with the service of mammon, turned up their 
noses at him, the pauper, and thought : hinc illae lacrymae ! 
In order now to put a damper on their pride of wealth which 
had a support in their pretended piety and their spiritual 
pride which had a support in their opulence he relates this 
parable, in which wealth and future blessedness are brought 
into the sharpest opposition. Cf. below. 

58. Cases of Appended Interpretation, etc. 

Often no occasion is given, not even any connection that 

could be of service to the explanation, but, indeed, an appended 
interpretation, an inferential or parenetic concluding sentence. 

"We rarely find, indeed, a statement of the fundamental thought, Expiana- 

, , . ,.,...,.,,.,. , & tionoflead- 

but rather an explanation or individual leading features or per- ing features 

sonalities, as in the parable of the Sower and the Tares : Matt, 
xiii. 24-30 coll. 3743. But from the explanation of these 
individual features the fundamental thought is to be derived, 
viz. that the .separation of the good and the bad is not to be 
rashly accomplished by men, but is to be first accomplished in 
the time of the consummation of all things through the mes- 
sengers of God. Often a brief, inferential or exhortatory con- Concluding 
eluding sentence is appended, which, indeed, is not the funda- 
mental thought itself, but may point back to the fundamental 
thought, as in the parables of the Treacherous Husbandmen 
(Matt. xxi. 33-39 Par.), of the Ten Virgins (Matt. xxv. 1-13), Examples, 
of the Good Samaritan (Luke x. 3037), which, however, is 
already sufficiently motived through the occasion given (see 
above) ; and also in the parables of the Laborers in the Vine- 
yard (Matt. xx. 1-16) and of the Royal Marriage (Matt. xxii. 
1-16). But not unfrequently this concluding sentence ex- Partial ex- 
presses not the whole object or fundamental thought of the P an 
parable ; e.g. the drift of the parable of the Fishing-net (Matt, 
xiii. 47-50) is not exhausted by the thought, that at the end 
of the days the good and the bad shall be separated, since the 


226 SINGLE OPERATIONS OF THE INTERPRETER. 

mingling of the good and the evil is not here, as in the par- 
able of the Tares, accomplished by the adversary, but by the 
action of the net, i.e. of the soul-winning gospel itself. Neither 
is the drift of the parable of the Koyal Marriage (Matt. xxii. 
116) exhausted in the aphorism, "Many are called, few 
are chosen," since the parable treats not of calling in general, 
but of the calling to the good things and joys of the kingdom 

Seeming in- of heaven. Sometimes the concluding sentence seems incon- 
gruous with the intention of the parable. Cf. the concluding 
proposition in the account of the Good Samaritan (Luke x. 
36), " Which of the three seems to thee to have been the neigh- 
bor of him that fell among the thieves ? " "We should rather 
expect the question " To whom among the three is he that fell 
among the thieves the neighbor ?" For the question of the law- 
yer was : " Who then is my neighbor," sc. to whom am I required 
to show love ? But this sceptical question is transmuted by Jesus 
into a practical question of conscience, as if he meant to say : 
" Spend no time in asking who thy neighbor is, but act like 
this Samaritan as a neighbor ! Even in the parable of the 
Ten Virgins (Matt. xxv. 1-13), the concluding exhortation to 
watching does not seem entirely in accord with the contents, 
since not the foolish alone have fallen asleep, but also the wise. 
The word yp-yyopcire cannot thus refer to mere waking, but 
must contain a negation of that through which the foolish have 
differed from the wise, i.e. forethought and readiness must 
rather be meant thereby ; yet at the same time, doubtless, refer- 
ence is also made to the danger of sleeping in momentous 

Cases where times. But what if several applications or concluding sentences 

plications" are given, as in the parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke xvi. 
are given. j ,_ g f>) ? HerQ . fc ig ga j d firgt Q a]] thafc the chiMren of fche 

world are wiser than the children of the light ; secondly, the 
exhortation follows, to make friends with the unrighteous 
mammon (vs. 9) ; then it is said, he that is faithful in little is 
faithful also in much (vs. 1012), and finally, the aphorism is 
appended : " No man can serve two masters " (vs. 13), which 
some separate from what precedes. Here arises the question, 
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which among these appended aphorisms contains the true 
teaching of the parable, in other words, whether the parable 
is intended as a discussion on prudence or on fidelity ; if the 
former, how is the exhortation to fidelity related to this ? But 
what is particularly offensive is the fact that the steward, who 
not only squandered his master's goods, but also through open 
deceit insinuated himself into the favor of his master's debtors, 
is set up as a model for emulation. If only the context con- 
tained something explanatory, or the contents itself were 
clearer ! but in both these respects we are left completely in 
the dark ; for with regard to the context, there is no logical 
connection at all between the parable of the Prodigal Son and 
the one under discussion ; only the indication (vs. 1) that the 
latter is addressed to the disciples is a hint worthy of notice. 
Of the appended inferences, the first (vs. 8) must at all events 
be most immediately connected with the parable itself, and must 
express most accurately its fundamental thought, while the fol- 
lowing contain only applications and inferences. The most 
immediate thing is the praise of prudence, and in this the un- 
just steward is certainly given to the disciples as a model. But 
the steward is prudent as a child of the world ; the disciples, 
however, are to be prudent as children of the light. The par- 
able contains an argumentum e contrario, as the parable of the 
Unjust Judge and the Widow (Luke xviii. 18), and that of the 
Lazy Friend (Luke xi. 5 ff.), and the meaning intended is : 
If the unjust steward, as a child of the world, is praised oil 
account of his prudence, how much more should jou,just stew- 
ards and children of the light, be prudent ! But wherein 
consists the prudence which the children of the light are to 
practise ? First, like the unjust steward, in making themselves 
friends with the mammon, i.e. in bestowing this for benevolent 
objects (vs. 9) ; secondly, in being faithful in little and exter- 
nal things, otherwise than the unjust steward, because only then 
can they be entrusted also with great and spiritual things (vs. 
10-12). How, now, is vs. 13 connected? "Ye will show 
yourselves faithful in little as in great things only by not serv- 
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ing two masters, by considering little things, mammon, only as 
entrusted to your keeping, not as your true good, but him that 
is in heaven." 

59. The Contents of the Parable itself. 

The fundamental thought is, of course, never to be derived 
from the mere context, nor from the mere concluding applica- 
tion, but always at the same time from the contents of the para- 
Tiie con- He itself. Often this is altogether adequate, as in the parables 
adequate, of the New Patches and the Old Garment, of the New Wine 
and the Old Bottles, of the Mustard-seed and the Leaven 
(Matt. xiii. 31-34), of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 
(Matt. xiii. 44-46), of the Hard-hearted Creditor (Matt, xviii. 
2335), of the Rich Man whose field was productive (Luke 
xii. 16-21), of the Unfruitful Fig-tree (Luke xiii. 6-9), of the 
Seed that grows unobserved (Mark iv. 26-29), of the Talents 
Apparent entrusted to servants (Matt. xxv. 14-30). But now and then 
ousness. it is just the contents that makes the difficulty, whether it be that 
it contains features that seem heterogeneous or that the parable 
in general is wanting in unity. In the parable of the Royal 
Marriage in Matthew, features occur that seem to be foreign 
to the principal drift thereof, viz. that the guests first invited 
not only declined the invitation, but killed, indeed, the servants, 
as a punishment for which act their cities are burned ; so also 
the affair of the guest that had not on the wedding garment, 
two features that are wanting in the corresponding parable in 
Luke. 1 As regards the first feature, which evidently refers to 
the Jerusalemites, murderers of the prophets, and to the 
destruction of the city, this is one of those sharp polemic 
thrusts against the Jewish hierarchs. The other feature would 
certainly be heterogeneous if the intention of the parable were 
the same as in Luke ; but while in Luke the fundamental 
thought is the calling of the lowly and despised, in Matthew 
the fundamental thought is this, that in general not all that are 

1 In snch cases it is the critic's work to prove whether two different 
parables have not flowed together. But the exegete as such has to take 
what lies before him, and explain it as it is. 
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called to the good things of the kingdom of heaven are chosen 
guests. The parable of the Prodigal Son, among others, Apparent 
appears to want unity, since it consists evidently of two parts 3 unity, 
of which the first (vs. 1124) relates the history of the younger 
son, and the second (vs. 25-32) that of the elder son. Even 
although the fundamental thought is that expressed in vs. 32 (see 
above), yet the younger appears to be the principal character. 
This is also really the case, and this also contradicts neither the 
fundamental thought nor the unity of the parable, for the fun- 
damental idea of the parable is not " that one should not mur- 
mur about the brother that was lost and was found again," but 
that it should be made a matter of rejoicing ; and the motive 
of this joy is given in the first part, in the wretchedness and 
the conversion of the lost one. Most clearly of all does lack 
of unity appear in the parable of the Rich Man and Poor 
Lazarus (Luke xvi. 19-31), and this is not the least among 
the sundry difficulties with which this parable is beset. Is the 
lot of the poor man and that of the rich man in the world to 
come the principal thing ? or is instruction with reference to 
this future life itself the essential feature (vs. 23-26) ? or is 
the intention of the parable expressed in the conclusion (vs. 
31) ? The second must be entirely withdrawn, since every- 
thing that is said about the future life in a descriptive way, is 
said with reference to the lots of the rich man and the poor 
man, and since the expression vs. 25 has a somewhat determin- 
ative and exclusive character. There remains, therefore, only 
the question, whether the true intention of the account is con- 
tained in the first part or in the last. The latter view seems 
to be supported by the concluding sentence, " If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced in case 
one should rise from the dead." But how would the first part 
be related to this ? As the prayer of the rich man says that 
his brothers would be converted through a miraculous resur- 
rection, so the objection of Abraham says substantially, 
that Moses and the prophets are sufficient for conversion and 
for warning against the place of torment ; in other terms, that 
20 
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they cannot excuse themselves on the ground of ignorance if 
the same fate should befall them as .their brother. But what 
is here said of the brothers applies to the rich man himself : 
neither has he from ignorance and undeservedly come into the 
place of torment. What now is the object of this ? In the 
first part it had appeared as if the rich man undeservedly, 
merely because he was rich, had come into the place of tor- 
ment ; the ethical element was entirely in the back-ground ; in 
the second part, now, this is brought up, and the fate of those 
that are in this case, or come into this case, is shown to be 
deserved. But the principal thought is still retribution, as ex- 
pressed in vs. 25. That this retribution, however, is not merely 
a passive compensation, but a compensation conditioned by 
failure to listen to the word of God, is the thought of the 
concluding sentence. 

6O. Attention to the Personalities. 

Only after the intention of a parable has been ascertained, 
especially in difficult cases, can we infer the significance of the 
personalities, as well as answer the important question : What 
in a parable belongs to the doctrinal contents, and what is mere 
Personal!- delineation ? The personalities are difficult only in a few 
o'nfy in a" cases. In the parable of the Prodigal Son it is clear that the 
ew cases. voun g er son represents "sinners," the elder son, the self- 
righteous ; in the parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard 
there can be no doubt but that those first called, and who prop 
themselves on their rights, are the Jews, and those called 
late and enjoying freely the goods of the Lord are the Gen- 
tiles ; that in the parable of the Royal Marriage those first 
invited and malignant refer to the hierarchs, the poor and 
neglected afterwards called, to the publicans and sinners and 
Personal- to the Gentiles, is also perfectly evident. The determination 
Parable of of the personalities in the parable of the Unjust Steward is 
StewarcL 1 * more difficult. But just here much error has arisen and the 
confusion has been increased by the circumstance, that in- 
stead of making the determination of the fundamental thought 
the starting-point men have taken as the starting-poinf 
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hypothetical determinations of the personalities. Under the 
assumption of the intention of the parable given above the 
view must be given up that the irAoTmos is God, since not only 
is the word irXovcrios scarcely ever used in a good sense in the 
New Testament, but the OIKWO//.OS as wos TOV aioh/os TOVTOV and 
the guardian of the //.a/ton/as 1-775 dSwaas cannot be represented 
as the steward of God. One of the most important and most 
delicate questions, regarding the explanation of the parable, 
is : What in the parables belongs to the doctrinal contents and Doctrinal 

7 7 a i contents, 

what to the mere delineation " a question that is not to be and deiine 

. , ation. 

answered according to mere caprice or subjective taste, but on 
the ground of the intention of the parable. No passage is in parable of 
this relation more instructive than that of the Prodigal Son. ga i son. 
The fundamental thought that one should rejoice over the 
brother that was lost and is found again, presupposes the going 
astray and the being found; and, in the elaboration of the 
parable, a description of the way and manner of both these 
occurrences. What, therefore, serves to illustrate, how a man 
goes astray, belongs to the doctrinal contents : thus not only 
the departure from the paternal roof and the squandering of 
his inheritance, but also the circumstance that just when he 
had consumed his property a famine sets in, and that he is 
dependent on a citizen of that country, and has to keep the 
swine, but withal suffers bitter hunger, i.e. that the sinner be- 
fore he can persuade himself to return to the father seeks for 
help in the world, but in the service of the world must perform 
the most menial service, and thereby come only into deeper and 
deeper distress, is an integral element of the doctrinal contents. 
To the return and the being found belongs the fact, that only 
when he has come into the greatest distress he meditates upon 
his condition and determines to return to the father, but in the 
feeling of his un worthiness, lays claim merely to the position 
of a day laborer ; to this also belongs the fact that the father 
goes to meet him, and before he has time to speak, embraces 
him in his arms. Neither is the circumstance mere delineation 
that the father has him arrayed in his best garments and 


232 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTEEPEETEE. 

with a finger-ring, for it belongs to the father's j'oy over hirr 
that was found again, that he should establish him again in 
all his filial dignity. On the other hand, it is an extreme 
Parable of perversion to refer the slaughtered calf to Christ. In the par- 
bandmen. able of the Treacherous Husbandmen, it is not a mere matter 
of delineation, when it is said that the possessor of the vine- 
yard, before he delivered it to the husbandmen, enclosed it with 
a hedge and built a tower upon it, since it is thus shown that 
the landlord was careful that the vineyard of the kingdom of 
God might be worked in all security. On the other hand, it 
would be going too far to refer the hedge specially to the law 
and the tower to prophecy, since it only lay in the intention of 
the parable to tell us that he was careful for the security and 
protection of the kingdom of God, but not through what means 
Parable of this was accomplished. In the parable of the Hidden Treasure 
Treasure, it is not a mere matter of delineation, that the treasure is found 
accidentally, and that it was discovered by the finder in the 
field in which he was working, as also that he must buy the 
Parable of land in order to come into possession of the treasure. On the 
tard-seed. other hand, it would be a perversion, in the parable of the 
Mustard-seed, to refer the birds that nestle in the tree to the 
converted heathen, while they are merely intended as an illus- 
Parabie of tration of the greatness of the growth. In the parable of the 
Steward*. 8 Unjust Steward it is not a mere matter of delineation, but an 
essential point, that the OIKOVO/AOS seeks to free himself from 
embarrassment, and that the means that he embraces have for 
their object to win over the poor as the possessors of the " ever- 
lasting habitations." But the special way and manner in which 
he seeks to win them, belongs not at all to the doctrinal con- 
tents of the parable. The question, What belongs to the doc- 
trine and what to the delineation in a parable, is, therefore, to 
Bole. be answered thus : Wliat ministers to the fundamental thought 
or the intention of a parable belongs to the doctrinal contents ; 
but what does not minister thereto is mere delineation. 

61. Parables Seemingly Incomplete. 

Now and then a parable still leaves room for a question* 


FUNDAMENTAL THOUGHT OF A PARABLE. 233 

E.g. in the parable of the Sower, the wayside, the stony ground, 
the thorn seeds, and the good soil are given in an absolute 
^ and it appears, therefore, as if insusceptibility, inconstancy, 


etc., were a mere fatality. To show whether and how far Parable of 

these defective conditions are deserved, lay not, however, in e wer * 

the intention of the parable. These conditions for Jesus, the 

Sower, /car e, were certainly something granted, and also for 

the hearers they had become fatality, cf. v. 14, 15 and Par., 

which, to be sure, was grounded in their dispositions. The Parable of 

concluding sentence of the parable of the Royal Marriage Marriage. 

(Matt. xxii. 16), " Many are called, but few are chosen," leaves 

unanswered the question in what sense the word IK\KTOL is 

here to be taken. The word itself appears to point to an orig- 

inal divine purpose, as if the contemptuous rejection of the in- 

vitation, as well as the wedding garment wanting to one of 

the guests, were something foreseen and designed by the lord 

of the house. But this is incongruous with the whole contents 

of the parable : not only is any reference of this kind wanting 

in the whole course of the parable, but such a thought would 

alter the whole intention thereof. The word eKAeKToi is rather 

to be understood ex eventu, and designates those that have 

proved themselves worthy of the calling. The same sense 

also would this aphorism have in. chap. xx. 16, where the 

Textus Receptus and Lachmann have it, but Tischendorf, on the 

authority of Cod. Vat., Sina'it., and some other witnesses, omits 

it. With reference to the parable of the Prodigal Son, it has parable oi 

often been wondered why the acceptance and the pardon of gal 

the prodigal son is not represented as mediated through Christ. 

But on the one hand, it lay outside of the intention of the par- 

able to show how, and in what way this pardon took place, 

since merely the return of the son and the joy of the father 

were to be set forth ; on the other hand, a glance at the occa- 

sion and at the parables of the Lost Sheep and Penny, teaches 

that Jesus regarded the coming to him eo ipso as a coming to 

the Father, and his acceptance of the sinner eo ipso as the 

acceptance of the sinner on the part of the Father. In gen- 

20* 
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Eule. eral ifc may be observed, that what seems to be missing in a 
parable is either to be understood of itself, or else lies without 
the intention of the parable. 

62. The Johannean Parables. 

The Johan- There still remain to be treated the altogether differently 
bies, allege- formed Johannean parables. These differ from the synoptic 

1*16 S 

parables in the fact that they are allegories, i.e. delineations, 

and not narratives, and that they have for their contents Christ 

Allegory of himself in relation to his people. The clearest of all is the 

Shepherd, allegory of the Good Shepherd (x. 1118) where the tertium 

comparationis is the faithful and sacrificing care for his own. 

Christ as More difficult is the allegory that immediately follows, of 

the " door J 

of the Christ as the " door of the sheep." These are regarded as 
sheep." 

enclosed in a fold, therefore, as an aggregate whole. But the 

leading thought is the difference between those that come to 
the shepherd's office in the right way and those that come in 
the wrong way and with evil intent. Likewise, in the parable of 
the Good Shepherd, the difference between him and the hire- 
ling is the principal thought. But what is now the tertium 
comparationis between Christ and the door ? Evidently, Jesus 
means by the eyo> not so much his person as his disposition, 
Allegory of which is clearly set forth in the antithesis. The allegory of 
and its' 16 the Vine and its Branches, finally (xv. 1-6), is distinguished by 
ranc es. ^ e ^^ ^^ ^ re j at j on Between Christ and his own is repre- 
sented not merely as an ethical communion, but as a physical 
connection. The question then arises, whether this physical 
communion is meant to be taken literally, or whether it is only a 
figurative representation of the ethical communion. But there 
is sufficient ground for understanding literally that essential 
connection between Christ and his people. In this we are con- 
firmed, namely, by the allegory itself; for if we understand 
this connection figuratively, there would be no reason why 
Jesus, if he meant to speak of the relation between himself and 
his disciples would have delineated this relation precisely thus. 
The parenetic element of the allegory also (vs. 4, "Abide in 
me," etc., and vs. 5, " Without me ye can do nothing," just as 
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vs. 6) points to just this kind of communion. In conjunction 
with the intention of the allegory to be derived from the lan- 
guage itself, the fact that the Evangelist elsewhere also, though 
in another relation, represents this union as a mystical one (iv. 
14; vi. 35, 48 ff.), has the same bearing. 

/3) The Intention of other Doctrinal Sections. 

63. Method of Procedure. 

We can here treat only of such passages as exhibit more or Kind of 

. . passages 

less an organic whole. But whether this is the case must, after treated in 
the ascertainment of the fundamental thought ( 49-54), be 
the first question. Neither is a single pervasive fundamental 
thought to be maintained in a given section at all hazards, 
especially if we are compelled, to this end, to apply definitions 
of thought foreign to the axithor ; nor are we in a superficial 
manner to renounce a unity of the fundamental thought, if this 
does not readily appear. Thus also it would be an error, if Confound- 
the critical question, e.g. whether Jesus delivered a given dis- ical and 
course in this place, in this manner, and under these circum- questions, 
stances, and the exegetical question as to the sense of the 
discourse in question should be confounded. The two investi- 
gations are rather to be kept distinct, and the more correct 
procedure is, to begin with the exegetical investigation, since 
in most cases the decision of the critical question depends on 
the sense and the course of thought of the discourse. So also 
it is one question, in what connection and in what form Jesus 
originally pronounced a discourse, and another question in what 
connection the Evangelist has taken it and reproduced it. For 
the exegete the latter question is the first. The most instruc- Sermon on 
tive example of this kind, perhaps, is the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt, v. vii. ; Luke vi. 20 to the end). Inasmuch as the two 
Evangelists display so many and so great differences in this 
passage, in the first instance each is to be explained and its 
sense and connection studied independently of the other ; only 
after this has been done are the two to be compared with each 
other and to be tested according to their mutual relation. The 
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first procedure leads to the result that Matthew, even though 
he has not reproduced the discourse of Jesus in its originally 
more limited compass, but in conjunction with many other ex- 
pressions, yet in chap. vii. 28, 29 he seems to indicate that he 
means to represent the whole as a unity ; that, on the other 
hand, Luke, who reproduces the discourse later and in a shorter 
form, but by no means in a better connection, has also meant 
to give this as one discourse. The latter procedure shows that 
the two discourses agree as to their principal contents, and 
therefore, were originally identical, but differ as to time and 
place, and also as to the details of the contents. It follows, 
that so far as the intention and fundamental thought are con- 
cerned, the two discourses need not be identified. How, now, is 
the unity of intention of the two discourses to be ascertained ? 
Here, as everywhere, we are to proceed by way of induction, 
i.e. we must ascend from the particular to the general. In 

In Matthew Matthew the discourse shows the following course of thought : 
in chap. v. 3-12 it is shown what kind of men have part in the 
kingdom of heaven ; in vs. 13-16 their proper relation to the 
world is given ; hereupon, in vs. 1748, the law of the king- 
dom of heaven is explained ; in chap. vi. 118 the practice of 
virtue in the kingdom of heaven is explained according to its 
usual categories, almsgiving, praying, fasting ; these likewise 
are given in vs. 1934 according to their fundamental bearing. 
After, now, in chap. vii. 114, several ethical commands have 
been given in loose connection, there follows (chap. vii. 1520) 
a warning against false prophets, together with a specification 
of the criterion by which they are to be recognized ; and finally, 
vs. 21-27, a warning against self-delusion, together with a 
specification of the criterion by which genuine and spurious 
citizens of the kingdom of heaven may be distinguished. Now 
so far as this whole discourse is to be regarded as a unity, the 
fundamental thought can only be in general : " The regulation 
of the kingdom of heaven, in contrast with the evil nature 

In Luke, and morale of the Jewish world." In Luke, where the dis- 
course has another setting and a less programmatic significance, 
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tt shows the following course of thought : in chap. vi. 20-26 
we have a declaration of the beatitudes and the woes of those 
that belong to the kingdom of heaven and of those that do not, 
respectively ; hereupon (without an explanation of the law) 
the fundamental law of love according to its various relations 
is given, with which also the special command, " Judge not ..." 
(vs. 39), is fittingly joined ; in vs. 39-42 we have instruction for 
those that would teach and guide others ; in vs. 43-47 the cri- 
teria of the ayaOos and the irovijpos as a transition to the parable 
(agreeing with that in Matthew) of the house built on the 
sand and that built on a rock (vs. 48, 49). The fundamental 
drift is here similar, indeed, to that in Matthew, yet there are 
differences by no means insignificant : a) In Luke not only Differences 
are several macarisms wanting, but also the assurance of the 
eternal validity of the law, the interpretation of the law 
directed against the Pharisaic externality, the whole exhibition 
of the right practice of virtue, together with the warning against 
earthly striving and earthly care, contrasted with the Pharisaic 
hypocrisy ; furthermore, some aphorisms, as that of the broad 
and the narrow gate, and finally the warning against false 
prophets ; but what is most essential is the absence of the 
polemics against the Pharisaic interpretation of the law and 
practice of virtue. b) Luke has some things that are want- 
ing in Matthew, the "woe" against the rich and prosper- 
ous of this world ; furthermore, the aphorisms, " Can a blind 
man be a guide for the blind ? " etc., and " The disciple is not 
above the teacher," etc. (vs. 39, 40), as also "The good man 
out of the good treasury of his heart bringeth forth good ..." 
(vs. 45), a saying that is found in Matthew in an altogether 
different discourse (xii. 34, 35). c) Much that both have iu 
common is otherwise in Luke than in Matthew : through the 
absence of the interpretation of the law, the command of love 
to enemies and the forbidding of revenge receives a different 
coloring from that in Matthew ; not only are several aphorisms 
misplaced, as the command of love to enemies and the forbid- 
ding of vengeance, but several aphorisms stand in a different 
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Eesult. 


Nature 
of the 
difficulty. 


John vi. 
26-59. ' 


connection, as, e.g. " Judge not " (vs. 37), " Good measure, 
pressed down . . . shall men give to you, and with what measure 
ye mete it shall be measured to you again " (vs. 38), the aphor- 
ism of the mote and the beam (vs. 41, 42), and the figure of 
the good and evil tree (vs. 43 45), which here is not connected 
with the warning against the false prophets. If we add further 
that the discourse in Luke contains two very noticeable breaks, 
viz. between vs. 26 and 27, and between vs. 38 and 39, we 
arrive at the result that the two discourses are, indeed, identi- 
cal at bottom, cf. the agreement of the beginning, the conclu- 
sion, and the most essential elements of the contents ; but yet 
that, in consideration of the different temporal setting and 
situation of the discourse, and in consideration of the many dif- 
ferences, the intention cannot be the same ; that the discourse 
in Luke, 1) has not the programmatic character that it has 
in Matthew, 2) does not contain polemics against Pharisa- 
ism, and on the other hand, 3) gives a more exclusively 
positive statement of the rules that prevail in the kingdom of 
God. 

64. Intention of the Johannean Discourses. 

The work is more simple when we have to do with a dis- 
course without parallels, as, e.g. the Johannean discourses. 1 The 
difficulty is here of a different kind, and consists essentially in 
the fact that the connection of the thoughts is so indistinct and 
seemingly accidental (cf. 49-54), that we may sometimes be 
in doubt as to a pervading thought. Most certainly such a per- 
vading thought is to be followed in the discourse, chap. vi. 26-59. 
The connection of the discourse is as follows : After the mirac- 
ulous feeding Jesus had withdrawn himself from the pressure of 
the people, and had betaken himself to the other (the western) 
shore of the sea ; but the people sought him, and found him at 
last, after his arrival at Capernaum. Yet Jesus, discerning the 
sensuous motive of this throng, refers those that have come to a 

i Cf. Beyschlag, Beitrage zur Johannaishen Frage, reprinted from the 
"Thcol. Studien und Kritiken," 1876; Luthardt, The Authenticity of *he 
Fourth Gospel; and Godet, Commentary on John. Tu. 


INTENTION OF OTHER DOCTRINAL SECTIONS. 239 


higher (spiritual) feast : e/3yae<j$e /MJ TTJV ftpSia-iv TTJV 
fjievTfjv, dAAa TTJV fipuxriv TTJV fj-evovcrav eis ^tayv alwviov . . . (vs. 27. 
epyaeo-0ai to obtain, to procure ; cf. Theod. Prov. xxi. 6 : 6 
epya<yievos Otja-avpov?, Herod, i. 24 at the beginning : epyacrd- 
pevov p(p^/xara). The discourse thus takes as its starting-point 
the exhortation to strive after the enduring feast. The same 
bearing has the people's challenge to him to perform a crr\[i.(.ov 
like the Mosaic sign of the manna in the wilderness. This 
gives to the discourse of Jesus a definite bearing on the idea of 
the heavenly bread (vs. 32, 33). This being the occasioning 
connection, let us look further, at the course of thought. 
This is determined partly by the interlocutions and objections 
of the people. Jesus having pointed the people to the true bread 
of heaven, they answer : Kv/ue, Travrorc So? rjfMv TOV aprov TOVTOV. 
Expressing, as they do, by these words a longing for the bread 
of heaven, the answer of Jesus is partly a more definite ex- 
planation (vs. 35), and partly an encouragement (VP. 3740). 
But the words of Jesus, through the prospect of eternal life, 
conditioned by faith in his person, awaken offence and con- 
tradiction on the part of the Jews (vs. 41, 42). They are 
especially indignant at the assertion of his heavenly origin. 
But Jesus pays no attention whatever to this offence, but 
holds himself simply to the fact of their unbelief, and 
shows that faith in him is indeed a divine work, and is con- 
ditioned by the secret drawing of the Father in the hearts of 
men (vs. 44 f.), but he returns to the principal thought, that he 
is the bread of life, yet now with the enhancing definition that 
his flesh, which he sacrifices for the world, is this bread of life 
(vs. 50, 51). Yet just this enhancing definition must have been 
absolutely unintelligible to the Jews, who had not even under- 
stood the general statement (vs. 52). But his discourse, instead 
of condescending to their capacities, in order to remove their 
offence, ascends after the Johannean manner ever higher 
and higher, and ever becomes more and more mysterious (vs. 
53-57), until in the conclusion (vs. 58) it again expresses the 
fundamental thought : " This is the bread that came down from 
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heaven," etc. Accordingly, there can be no doubt but that the 
thought : " Christ is the true bread of heaven," is the funda- 
mental thought of the discourse. Nevertheless, we may still 
Special con- call attention to the following special considerations : 1) that, 
although the o^Xot have sought him all day long from thank- 
fulness for the miraculous feeding, and rejoice to have found 
him at last, Jesus yet treats them as unbelievers, i.e. as those 
that have come to him not even for the sake of the signs, to 
say nothing of a higher motive ; he seems, therefore, to value 
the thankfulness for the appeasing of their hunger less highly 
than belief for the sake of the signs, which elsewhere he values 
by no means highly (vs. 26 f., 36 coll. ii. 23-25 ; iv. 48). 2) 
The idea that he is the true bread of heaven is contrasted with 
the historical conception of the manna in the wilderness, as the 
pretended bread from heaven, and, indeed, in such a way that 
God, the giver of the one, is contrasted with Moses, the giver 
of the other (vs. 3258). 3) The idea that his^es^, sacrificed 
in death, is the true food of heaven is, indeed, the idea of the 
Lord's Supper, while our Evangelist, as is well-known, has no 
account of the institution of the Supper, an idea which his- 
torically considered must have been at that time absolutely in- 
comprehensible. We have to do here merely with logical exe- 
gesis, not with criticism. From this point of view the following 
is to be said : ad 1) From this feature, as from others, (cf. espe- 
cially, iv. 47, 48), the altogether different idea of faith that 
prevails in the Gospel of John is apparent : it is more intel- 
lectualistic, or, more strictly, more intuitive, than in the Sy- 
noptics. Ad 2) We get an understanding of the contrast 
between the historico-empirical and the ideal conception of the 
heavenly bread first from Philo, who applies the manna in the 
wilderness to the Logos and declares the Logos to be the true 
bread of life (De Profugis, ed. Mang. I. 566) : 
8e VTTO TOV OeoirpoTTOV OTL OVTOS cortv 6 a/arcs, ov eSco/ce 

9^1 ^ 3J LtiTi f 5* e v T rrm rt i ' 

aurots <payeu/. "Its ovv o apro<s ; enre. LOVTO, tprjcri, TO 
prjfji.0. o crwTae Kupios." If now Philo declares the Logos to be 
the true manna, if according to John Christ is the Logos, and 
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if the Johannean Christ in reference to the manna calls 
himself the true bread of heaven, we shall not go astray if we 
find here the application of the Alexandrine idea of the Logos 
to Christ. 1 Ad 3) There is no doubt but that the Evangelist 
in view of the Judaizing paschal and eucharistic festivals 
meant to divest the idea of the eucharist of its historico-empir- 
ical form, and to idealize it. This idea, which must be com- 
pletely unintelligible to the o^Aos, is not historical, but is expli- 
cable from the intention of the Evangelist, to which precisely 
the showing forth of the contrast between the knowledge of 
Jesus and the dullness of the people (we call to mind also the 
discussion with Nicodemus) essentially belongs. 2 

65. Intention of the Epistles, 

The consideration of the connection is of decisive weight for importance 
,, , . . ,, ,, . , , . ,. . of connec- 

the ascertaining ot the intention oi a passage in quite an espe- tion. 

cial manner in the New Testament Epistles, since here the in- 
dividual sections form in most instances so integral a part of 
the whole, that not only what immediately precedes, but not 
unfrequently the design and economy of the Epistle, have to be 

1 This observation would more naturally come into the province of the 
Beal-Explanation, but this vpoK^is was here unavoidable. [See on the 
Philonian doctrine of the Logos, Beyschlag, as above; Bleek, Introduction 
to N. T., section on the Gospel according to John; Dorner, Person of 
Christ, Vol. i. TR.]. 

2 This is one of the instances in which our author displays a leaning 
towards the position of Baur. The conclusion reached appears to rest 
upon at least three unwarranted assumptions: 1) that the Philonian 
and the Johannean doctrines of the Logos are identical. The contrary 
has been most clearly shown by Dorner, Beyschlag, and others; 2) that 
in his brief narrative the author of the fourth Gospel has intended to set 
forth all the circumstances connected with the discourses that he attributes 
to Christ, or even the whole of the discourses as delivered. If we knew 
more of the circumstances we should doubtless understand better than we 
do why Jesus spoke in each instance just as he did; 3) that it is incom- 
patible with Christ's nature to speak to men with any other view than that 
they should at once understand his teachings in all their height and depth. 
His object may Imve been, and doubtless was in many cases, to arouse the 
dormant faculties of men's souls, to induce thought, to awaken curiosity; 
and who shall say that it was beneath the dignity of Christ to utter things 
mysterious, even incomprehensible, as a means to an end? TR. 
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A difficulty, taken into account. But here enters a difficulty: on the one 
hand, the rule holds good, that the exegete must take as his 
starting-point the understanding of the details in order to arrive 
at an understanding of the whole ; but here the requirement is 
set up, that the whole must first be understood in order to 

A solution, attain to the understanding of the individual parts. The solu- 
tion of this contradiction consists in the fact that the under- 
standing of the whole, as of the individual parts, is only to be 
attained through repeated operations, and that though we 
must begin in every case with the first method a succeeding 
procedure must have reference to the reverse. These two 
methods, from the parts to the whole and from the whole to the 
parts, must often be repeated, and must supplement each other. 
But if it should be urged against the first demand, that in the 
beginning we are to take as our starting-point the individual 
parts, that indeed in the higher schools the teacher begins with 
imparting to his pupils a general idea of the author and his 
work before he commences with them the reading of the work 
itself ; it may be replied : 1) that the teacher himself must 
have arrived at the general idea in the first way, before he 
can impart it to his pupils, and 2) that the pupil also, if 
at a later period he do not merely swear to the words of the 
master, but wishes to gain an independent knowledge of the 
whole, must arrive at this in the same way, from below up- 
wards, in order to get the idea received from the teacher 
either confirmed or corrected. But the knowledge of the whole 
attained in this way must now, in turn, be the medium for 
arriving at an insight into the meaning of the individual parts. 

66. An Important Example (Rom. vii. 7-24). 

We illustrate what has been said by one of the most vexed 

Statement examples, viz. by Rom. vii. 7-24 The question is, whether 

tion. eqUeS " Paul meant in this section to describe the condition of the 

regenerate or that of the unregenerate ; or more exactly, 

whether the eyto is the Christian Zya> or the ante-Christian. 

Anfe-Au- Almost all the ante-Augustinian theologians, with the excep- 

?iew. mai1 ti n of Methodius, regarded this section as a description of the 
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eme-Christian condition of Paul. Nay, Augustine arid Jerome 
themselves, before the Pelagian controversy, were of the same 
opinion. Abelard, Thos. Aquinas, and Erasmus followed these. 
But in the controversy with the Pelagians Augustine and Augustine's 

J . later view. 

Jerome changed their opinion, and explained the passage of the 
condition of the regenerate. Most of the Western teachers 
followed now the authority of these great Fathers, especially 
the Eeformers and the old Protestant exeffetes. Only TV. Modern de- 

fenders of 

Musculus, Castellio, F. Socinus, and the Arminians were of a the Ante- 

T/ . . T-, . . n . . T Augustin- 

ailierent opinion. But just in opposition to the bocimans and ian view, 
the Arminians, the Augustinian view was held so much the 
more zealously, and this view always held its place as the 
orthodox view, even in more recent times, against the Ration- 
alists. But not only Socinians, Arminians, and Rationalists, 
but also A. H. Franke, G. Arnold, Buddeus, and Bengel did 
homage to the ante-Augustinian view. This view now grew 
more and more in favor, the more exegesis was freed from the 
fetters of dogmatics and was established upon correct herm en u- 
tical principles, and was adopted and defended by the most ap- 
proved exegetes, such as De Wette, Riickert, Baumgarten- 
Crusius, Meyer, Tholuck, Fritzsche, van Hengel. Only in the Recent de- 
most recent time the theologians related to the old orthodoxy, theAugus- 
Delitzsch (not Hofmann), Kohlbrugge, and especially Philippi, 
have returned to the Augustinian explanation. The grounds Phiiippi's 
for the latter, according to Philippi, are as follows : a) vs. argumen 
7-13 evidently describe the condition of the unregenerate, as 
is clear from the preterite ; but from vs. 14 onwards, the dis- 
course passes over into the present, and describes, therefore, a 
present condition ; /3) what is said in vs. 17 (cru^^^t TW 
v6fj.(a)j in vs. 19 (ov yap 6 Oe\w TTOIOJ ayaOov . . .), and especially 
in vs. 22 (crwTjSojuai TO> vofjua . . .), an unregenerate man could 
not say of himself ; y) vs. 25 contradicts completely the 
view of the unregenerate condition (e^apwrroo rw 6e> . . .); 8) 
Gal. v. 17 is evidently a parallel passage to the one under dis- 
cussion, and there can be no doubt that the converted condition 
is meant. This is the state and the interest of the question. 
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How to at- In what way now are we to arrive at the right result ? 1) 

tain to the J ... . 

true result. Through an examination of the individual parts, especially of 
tfon'of'the tne exe g et ical factors on which stress is laid by those that 
details. maintain the Augustinian view. The first question is : who is 
the eyco ? does Paul speak of himself alone, or does he speak 
Kara. /Aeracr^/Acmo-jiioV of a whole class of men ? That the 
latter is the case is clear from all that is predicated of the eyw, 
which is not merely individual, as well as from the analogy of 
similar //.eTao-x^aTioyxot, cf. Gal. ii. 19, 20 ; 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4 coll. 
6. a) But it is especially in dispute, whether with vs. 14 a 
change of the situation is introduced, as has been declared. 
The reading, indeed, varies between yap (tfBCFGK, Verss., 
and Fathers), and Se (ADEL, Verss., and Fathers), but yap has 
the greater probability in its favor, not merely on account of 
the importance of Cod. B and N, but also because 8e seems to 
be more suitable, and would, therefore, be substituted for the 
yap rather than vice versa. But if yap is to be read, the view 
of a passing over from the unconverted to the converted state 
is inadmissible, not only on account of the yap, but also because 
vs. 14 is not a narrative or descriptive thought, but a reflection 
on what precedes. The change from the aorist to the present 
is also explicable enough from the change from description to 
reflection, and by virtue of the /Aeracr^/AaTicr/xos the present is 
retained in what follows also. If, furthermore, it is said, that 
the words vs. 17, 19, and 22 are not suitable to the unregen- 
erate condition, this is not an exegetical, but a dogmatic reason, 
and rests not so much on an actual deliverance of the moral 



consciousness, as on a dogmatic interpretation thereof. /?) 
With more reason is vs. 25 referred to as an instance against 
the ante- Augustinian explanation of the passage ; but it is a 
question partly of the correct reading, partly of the con- 
nection. The reading vacillates between ev^aptcrra) TO> 0ea> 
(Text. Rec., itAKL, most of the other Uncials, Verss., and 
Greek Fathers), x^P ts T( ? ^ e( ? (Cod. B almost alone, some 
Verss. and Fathers) and 17 x"P ls T0 ^ ^ e0 ^ (DEF, Verss., Itala, 
Vulg., and Latin Fathers). The last reading is suspicious, 
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from the fact that it seems to have arisen from the striving to 
prevent the question in vs. 24 from remaining unanswered. 
But whether f.v^apurT(a or ^apts r<3 $ea> is read does not at all 
affect the main question. As regards the connection, vs. 25 is 
evidently a transition from vs. 24 to viii. 1. Verse 25 would, 
therefore, be a support, of the Augustinian explanation only if 
this verse still belonged entirely to the foregoing, and the pres- 
ent division into chapters were determinative. Finally, y) 
Gal. v. 17 is cited as a support for the Augustinian explana- 
tion, but there the opposition between Tirefyia and o-dp, while 
here that between vovs and <rdp, is spoken of. But the Pau- 
line psychology now teaches that the Apostle never uses 
irvevpa and vovs synonymously. The passage is, therefore, not 
a perfect parallel, and hence can prove nothing for the explan- 
ation of our passage. Through the explanation of the details, 
therefore, the groundlessness of the argument for the Augus- 
tinian explanation of our passage is proved. 2) But the Connection 
connection generally and upon the whole is decisive for the foTthe op- 
opposite view. The whole of the first part of our Epistle is posi e view 
occupied with proving that man is justified not through the 
law, but of grace, through faith. In chap, i.-iii. this is shown 
from the universal sinfulness as well of the Gentiles as also of 
the Jews. In chap. iv. it is shown that this is no new doctrine, 
but a doctrine contained already in the Old Testament. In 
chap. v. the whole blessed result of justification, partly in the 
consciousness of the justified (vs. 111), partly in the religious 
history of humanity (vs. 12-21), is set forth. In chap. vi. an 
important objection is answered, which might be adduced from 
v. 20, 21, i.e. from the assertion that sin must abound in order 
that grace might much more abound. But since now the question Why the 
still always remains, why then the law contributes nothing to not justify 
justification, this question is treated in chap. vii. : first of all it 
is shown, in a preliminary way, by an analogy, how man, from 
the fact that he has entered another relation, has become free 
from the first ; but then ex professo, in that it is shown psy- 
chologically how only through the law the consciousness of sin 
21* 
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and of antagonism is awakened. This is so wrought out, that 
first of all (vs. 713) by way of protestation against the 
suggestion that the law itself is something evil the fact is 
established, that with the entering of the law into the conscious- 
ness sin has been stirred up ; that then (vs. 14-23) it is made 
clear psychologically whence it happens that the law, though 
good in itself, is yet the innocent cause of the consciousness of 
sin and antagonism ; viz. from its relation to the carnal nature 
of man, which it can merely make manifest, but cannot over- 
come. So there remains to man under the law nothing but 
the painful longing for redemption. Quite different is the con- 
dition in grace, whose blessedness, new obligation, and consola- 
tion are set forth in chap. viii. It is as the foregoing expo- 
sition shows an improper statement of the question at the 
outset : whether in the passage under discussion the condition 

True of the regenerate or that of the unregenerate is described ? It 

solution. . ... -iiT-ii ,. . . 

is rather the condition under the law and the condition in grace 

that are contrasted in chap. vii. and viii. But should the ques- 
tion still be put thus, the answer would depend on the question, 
whether Paul classes the condition under the law, which is 
undeniably described in the section mentioned, with the regen- 
erate condition ? But this question, unless we are willing to 
subvert the whole Pauline doctrine, must be decidedly denied ; 
cf. Rom. vii. 24 coll. viii. 1-4 j x. 4 j Gal. ii. 19-21 ; iii. 23-26. 
Thus is the vexed passage, partly in an inductive and partly 
in a deductive way, cleared up. 

y) The Intention of Prophetical Sections. 

67. Prophecy and its Interpretation. 

In no department of exegesis has so much caprice and con- 
fusion prevailed, from ancient times until now, as in the 
Grounds of explanation of the prophetical matter of the Bible. This con- 
and caprice, fusion and caprice has its ground, 1) in the fact, that far 
less has been thought about investigating the meaning of the 
author than about seeking in the prophetical passage what it 
has been thought desirable to find therein, and 2) in the 
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false idea of prophecy. As regards the first point, we have 
already earlier called attention thereto as a fundamental error 
of the interpreters, and as the fruitful source of unnumbered 
errors ; it must, therefore, just here be repeated with emphasis, 
that all Scripture interpretation, without exception, has to do in 
the first instance with investigation of the sense as a historical 
matter of fact. With regard to the second point, it is to be 
lamented that even still in the most recent time excellent men 
have suffered themselves to be led, in striving after the deep 
sense, to underlay the prophetical words of the biblical authors 
with a sense of which these authors had hardly, indeed, thought, 
in opposition, to be sure, to a flattening and emptying view, to 
which everything was " mysticism," that transcended its horizon. 
We have to do, therefore, with the true idea of prophecy, and this True idea of 
is to be gained chiefly from the Old Testament and from the pro- ho v? attaiu- 
ducts of the still freshly flowing prophetic spirit ; especially from a e ' 
the biblical expressions that designate a prophet: Sisp seer (1 Sam. 
ix. 9) or nVri the same (Isa. i. 1 ; Amos i. 1), but chiefly wss Hebrew ex- 
(verbal radical unused &O3 , but Arabic, to announce, 2d conjuga- piessions - 
tion, to prophesy ; coll. Pleb. 533 to gush, to spout forth : Prov. 
xviii. 4, with which also is to be compared Cp3 stillare, Hiph. 
to prophesy, and Spaa prophet, Mic. ii. 11) either passive, one 
inspired or instructed by God ; or intransitive, speaker, orator ; 
cf. Ex. vii. 1 (Moses to Aaron as God to the prophet, Aaron 
Moses's nabi = spokesman, coll. iv. 1 6), Amos iii. 7, 8 (prophesy- 
ing the necessary result of the speaking of God). Further- 
more, the expressions are to be considered with which the 
Hebrew designates the influence of God on the prophets : " Put 
my words in his mouth" (Num. xxiii. 12, 16 ; Deut. xviii. 18) ; 
Pour out his Spirit " (Joel iii. 1 coll. Isa. xliv. 3) ; Jehovah's p" e phlts. n 
Spirit came over [ns>] him" (Judg. xiv. 6, 19; xv. 14; 1 Sam. 
x. 6) ; " Jehovah's Spirit came upon [>3>] him " (1 Sam. xix. 
20-23), etc. This influence is represented as a higher power, 
which, however, does not deprive the prophet of his consciousness 
and his freedom (Num. xxiii. 12 ; Isa. viii. 11 ; Jer. xx. 7, 9). 
The prophet designates himself (Num. xxiv. 3, 4), as the man 
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of opened eyes, who hears the words of God, who beholds the 
face of the Almighty his eyes uncovered. One is called to 
the prophetic office by God (Isa. vi. ; Jer. i. ; Amos vii. 15), 
and his office is to exhort and to warn the people (Mic. iii. 8 ; 
Official Jer. xxiii. 22 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 39). Official epithets of the 
prophets? prophets are : " man of God " (1 Sam. ii. 27 ; 1 Kings xii. 22 ; 
xiii. 1) ; " watchman " (HB'S Jer. vi. 17 ; Ezek. iii. 17 ; xxxiii. 
2, coll. Hab. ii. 1). The prophet is, therefore, the divinely 
called and inspired proclaimer of God's counsel and will and, 
indeed, in general (Joel i. ; Amos iii. ; Isa. i., etc.), particularly 
with reference to the future of the theocracy (Joel iii. 1-5 ; 
Amos ix. 11-15; Mic. iv. 1-4; Jer. xxxi. 31-34; Ezek. xi. 
17 f. ; xxxvi. 22-27; Isa. xl.-lxvi., especially xliii. 18, 19 ; Jer. 
Prophets xxvi. 26, etc.). That the prophets, while they were indeed rapt 
scious and and inspired by the Spirit of God, were not unconscious and in- 
arjr ' voluntary organs of the Spirit, is evident, 1) from the circum- 
stance, that they could afterwards write out their revelations ; cf . 
especially Jer. xxxvi. ; and 2) that the Apostle yet definitely 
distinguishes the TrpofyrjTevtiv from the yXwcro-ats XaXeiv ; cf. 
1 Cor. xiv. 4, 5, 22-24. So far as the discourse of the 
prophet relates to the future, prophecy 1 is sometimes uncon- 
ditioned (Num. xxiii. 19 ; Isa. liv. 10 ; Jer. xxxi. 36, 37 ; xxxiii. 
1926), and, indeed, unconditioned prophecy of penal judg- 
ments (Jer. v. and vi. ; xi. 117 ; xv. 1-9 ; Amos i. 4-8 ; v. 
et al.), as well as of promises (Joel iii. and iv ; Amos ix. 11 
15 ; Hos. ii. 14-23 ; Isa. viii. 23 to ix. 6, 11, 35, 40 ff. ; Jer. 
xxxi., etc.) ; and sometimes conditioned through the relation of 
the people (Joel ii. 12-14; Jer. vii. 5-7 ; xv. 19 ; xviii. 5-10: 
Prophecy xxvi. 3, 13; xxxvi. 3; Ezek. xviii. 11-27). But prophecy 
orThistor?- S always rests on the historical ground, where the prophet lives, 

sal ground. ^^ ^ t ^. g ^ -^ p resu pp 0s i t i on . f. J oe l JJJ. CO J1. jj. 21-27 ; 

Amos i. and ii. ; Hos. iv. ff. ; Isa. vii.; viii. 23 to ix. 6, 11, 
especially vs. 11 . ; xl.-lxvi., especially xlv. et al. Even 

1 The Germans have a word to represent the utterances of prophets in 
general PropJietie, and a distinct word to represent such utterances as 
relate to the future Weissagung. We cannot make the distinction with- 
out circumlocution. TB. 
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Daniel, cf. especially, chap. xi. (on which see Jerome) and cf. 
the connection with the foregoing. In the New Testament : 
Matt. xxiv. and Par. ; 2 Thess. ii. 1-9, especially vs. 6 and 
7; Kev., especially vii. 14; xi. 1, 2; xvii. 9-11. Lastly 

and this is one of the most important points the drift of Drift of 

. prophecy, 

prophecy is not so much to minister to curiosity as to arouse 

the people to repentance, to faith, and to steadfastness. Just as 
the biblical monotheism is not a speculative monotheism (as 
that of the Brahmins and the Eleatics), but a practical mono- 
theism (cf. Ex. xx. 3 f. ; Deut. vi. 4 f. ; Isa. xli. 14 ; xlii. 
8; xliv. 6ff. ; xlvi. 1-11; Jer. ii. 13; xvii. 5-8), so is the 
prophecy of the one God, according to its whole intention 
essentially practical (cf. especially Joel i. and ii. ; Amos iii. ; 
IIos. v. 16; xi. ; xiv. 2-10; Mic. vi. 18; vii. 16; Isa. i. 
2-31 ; v. ; xl.-lxvi. ; Jer. ii. 1-3, 5 ; iii. 6-vi. 30 ; vii.-ix., etc. 
This is only a synopsis of the features, for the further Literature, 
elaboration of which see Ifnobel, Der Prophetismus der He- 
braer, 1837. Hitzig, Einleitung zum Propheten Jesaja, 1833. 
J3. Koster, Die Propheten des Alten und Neuen Testamentes, 
1838. H. Ewald, Die Propheten des Alten Bundes, 1840, and 
later. JBunsen, God in History. F. Bleek, Introduction to 
the Old Testament, vol. ii. pp. 1-31. For views different from 
the one here advanced, see Hengstenlerg, Christology of the Old 
Testament, 2 ed. Hofmann, Weissagung und Erfiillung. Au~ 
berlen, The Prophet Daniel and the Book of Revelation, 2 ed. 
Cf. on the other hand, Bertheau, in the Jahrbucher ftir deutsche 
Theologie, 1859, pp. 314 ff., and pp. 593 ff., against whom 
again Oehler, Art. TVeissagung in Herzog's R. E. ; H. Schulz, 
Alttestamentliche Theologie, I. 147ff. See also Oehler' s pro- 
gramme " Ueber das Verhaltniss der Alttestamentlichen Proph- 
etie zur heidnischen Mantik," 1861. 1 

68. Difficulties in interpreting Prophecy. 

But even if the interpreter has the right view of prophecy, he 
may yet stumble upon difficulties. The principal are the 

1 See also the elaborate Article, " Prophet," in Smith's Diet, of the 
Bible, where a fall exhibit of the literature of the subject, Latin, German, 
and English, may be found. TR. 
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oftime. 


Figurative 
language. 


and fulfil- 


Uncertainty following : a) It may occur that the time in which the 

nft.imo ' 

prophet wrote, and hence the historical foundation, is obscure 
and disputed, e.g. in the Old Testament in Obadiah, in the New 
Testament in 2 Thess. ii. 1-12. b) The poetical or rhetori- 
cal form of the prophecy may leave it uncertain, what belongs 
to the contents and what to the figurative form, a difficulty 
which certainly belongs to the explanation of the New Testament 
Doubtful- prophecy less than that of the Old Testament, c) Sometimes 
tense. it may be doubtful whether the prophet speaks of a future or of 
a present matter, as, e.g. in the Old Testament in Nah. iii. 1 ff., 
in the New Testament what is said in 2 Thess. ii. 5-f., of the 
Seeming in- dvriKetuei/o? and /careyoji'. d ) It may occur that between 

congruity 

between the prophecy and the fulfilment a remarkable incongruity can 
be established, and that, too, not only in the details but in the 
prophecy as a whole, as between the words of triumph of the 
Babylonish Isaiah 1 and the miserable result of the Jewish 
Restoration ; cf . Hag. ii. 3 ; Neb. i. and ii. ; Joseph. Arch. 1. 
XL Cf. furthermore, the Messianic prophecies Isa. viii. 23 
ix. 6; xi. 110, etal., with the issue; in the New Testament 
the prophecy of the Parousia as near at hand (Matt. xvi. 27, 
28; xxvi. 64, and Par.; 1 Thess. iv. 15; 1 Cor. xv. 51) with 

Partial dis- the history. e) Frequently a certain agreement between 

of the same, prophecy and its fulfilment cannot be denied ; but facts appear 
connected in the prophecy, that afterwards lie far apart histor- 
ically, as Matt. xxiv. ; Mark xiii., the destruction of Jerusalem 

Lack of per- and the crwreAeta TOV aiwvos. f) Finally, the time of the con- 
summation appears at one time close at hand, e.g. Matt. x. 23 ; 
xvi. 28 ; 1 Thess. iv. 15 ; 1 Cor. xv. 51 ; Eev. i. 3 ; xxii. 7, 12, 
20, at another time it recedes into the distance ; cf. Matt. xiii. 
31-33 ; xxiv. 14 ; 2 Thess. ii. 2-4, lastly, the whole line of 
events that are to take place, according to the Apocalyptic, 
between his time and the Parousia. Each of these passages is 

i Our author takes for granted here what most but not all authorities 
admit as to the authorship of the second part of Isaiah. He also assumes, 
quite unnecessarily, that the return of the Israelites from the captivity 
exhausts the prophecy. Tit, 


spective. 


INTENTION OF PROPHETICAL SECTIONS. 251 

to be explained first of all from its connection ; yet certain 
general points of view are necessary, without which the most 
essential difficulties cannot be solved. Referring to the fore- Alleviation 

i r T \ 11 i .LA .L- i j. of the fore- 

going paragraphs (a, o, etc.), we call special attention here to going dif- 

the following : a) The historical situation and basis cannot, 
it is true, be always established with certainty, but sometimes 
the difficulty is not so much contained in the text itself as 
brought forward through a theological interest. It cannot be 
too strongly emphasized, that this interest must recede entirely 
behind the exegetical-historical matter-of-fact. V) With 
reference 'to the relation of prophecy to fulfilment, it is clear, 
from the preceding paragraph, that an enlightened glance into 
the future of the kingdom of God was, indeed, vouchsafed to 
the prophets, but that prophecy neither related to all the de- 
tails nor could or would foresee the future, even as a whole, 
with the exactness and infallibility of chronicles, but that it is 
essentially conditioned through the politico-religious situation Prophecy 
in which the prophet lived, and in its expressions was figura- through the 
tively and rhetorically colored ; that in general the Divine Spirit, religious 
by which the prophet was seized, wrought not with mechanical Sltuation - 
or magical necessity, nor dispensed with the human in him, but 
rather consecrated and elevated it. From this authorship by 
men with minds thus exalted is the incongruity between the 
sanguine prophecy and the poor fulfilment ; from the national 
and temporal limitation of the prophet is the contradiction 
between the nationally and politically colored contents of 
prophecy and the universal and spiritual issue, to be explained, 
c) That the end appears now to be near at hand and now far 
remote is explicable from the fact that the prophetic illumina- 
tion has reference essentially only to the general and real 
development of the kingdom of God, but not to local and tem- 
poral matters. Over against the vulgar opinion, theologically The divinity 
defended even in this century, that the divinity of prophecy is 
shown chiefly in the coincidence of particular things, must be 
set as the true view, that the more prophecy relates to the 
particular and empirical, to the local and temporal, the more 
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The ques- 
tion at issue 


uncertain it is, and on the other hand, the more it is directed 
to the general and the ideal, the more certain and divine it is. 1 

69. Jesus's Eschatological Discourse. 

For the illustration of what has been said the eschatological 
discourse of Jesus Matt. xxiv. (coll. Mark xiii; Luke xxi), 
may serve. The discourse, as regards its eschatological didac- 
tic part, has a strong Danielic coloring, especially in Matthew, 
where Daniel himself is expressly mentioned (vs. 24). Essen- 
tially Danielic are the following features ; vs. 15 coll. Dan. ix. 
27 ; vs. 21 coll. Dan. xii. 1 ; vs. 30 coll. Dan. vii. 13. How, 
in general, at the time of Jesus and the Apostles the idea of the 
Messiah assumed a Danielic form, such expressions as Matt. 
xiii. 43 coll. Dan. xii. 3 ; Matt. xvi. 27 f. ; xxvi. 64 coll. Dan. 
vii. 13; furthermore, 2 Thess. ii. 4 coll. Dan. xi. 36, and the 
whole Book of Revelation, show. The relation of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and the temple to the crwreXeta rov aioivos 
and to the Parousia in the specifically eschatological part, is a 
matter of dispute. The express mention of the siege and 
destruction of Jerusalem is found, indeed, only in Luke (vs. 20- 
24) ; but with the first two Evangelists also the connection 
of the two events is, at least, presupposed ; (cf . Matt. vs. 3 ff. ; 
Mark vs. 3 ff. ; Matt. vs. 15, 1 6 ; Mark vs. 14). Here the prin- 
cipal difficulty is this, that Jesus 1) has represented his 
personal and heavenly return as impending in the near future, 
and 2) as closely connected with the judgment on Jerusa- 
lem, both of which, as is well-known, are contradicted 
through the history. JZitker, therefore, Jesus has erred and 
indulged in reveries, or we must understand this prophecy 
otherwise. Yet how are we to understand it ? We may a) 
seek yet to separate the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem from that of the Parousia, but this would be an act of exe- 
getical violence, and, as such, has long since been condemned ; or 
idealizing, we may ft) idealize the so plastic prophecy of the Parousia 
and say : Jesus has expressed his spiritual ideas in sensuous 

1 This statement will probably not strike most readers as axiomatic. 


Principal 
difficulty. 


Two alter- 
natives. 


Separation 
of the two 
elements. 
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images, but did not intend that these should be understood 
literally. But what ideal sense are we to attach to these sen- 
suous images ? That his kingdom, his truth in the immediate 
future shall be manifested in glory, of which the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the ruin of the Jewish theocracy, is the preliminary 
condition. But for this there is no exegetical justification at 
hand either in this eschatological discourse itself, or in any 
other discourse or expression of Jesus whatsoever. Or y) Misunder- 
it may be assumed that the disciples and especially the Evan- theparf of 1 
gelists had misunderstood the Lord. For this view there seems i^fsf vanse " 
to be irrefragable grounds, but especially the conflict with 
such passages as Matt. xiii. 3133 ; Mark iv. 26-29, according 
to which the kingdom of God is not to appear as a Deus ex 
machina, but is to be developed from small and hidden begin- 
nings ; furthermore, in Matt. xx. 25-28, et al., according to 
which the essence of the kingdom of Christ is not external 
power and glory, but ministering love. Nevertheless the sup- -\yhat the 
position of such a misunderstanding, which would have been gftionTu- " 
participated in by all the disciples and Apostles, even by Paul volves - 
(1 Cor. xv. 51 ; 1 Thess. xv. 1517), is extremely hazardous 
and arbitrary. What assurance should we have after such a 
universal and profound misunderstanding that they had under- 
stood aright any of the Master's words whatever ? And so far 
as the inconsistency with the other expressions of Jesus cited is 
concerned, it is by no means unthinkable that Jesus did really 
regard its silent and gradual development as the immediate 
destination of the kingdom of God, but as its conclusion, a 
great manifestation and catastrophe. 8) Accordingly, the The correct 
only view left to sober and fair exegesis seems to be, that Jesus Tiew> 
really in substance at least said what we read, namely, in 
Matt. xxiv. and Mark xiii, and said it as we there read it. The 
same prediction of his Parousia to be expected in the near 
future is found also, indeed, in Matt. x. 23, especially in Matt, 
xvi. 27 f. ; xix. 28 ; xxvi. 64. But how does it help the matter 
to remove exegetically this expectation in the great eschatolo- 
giral -iUfcJourse, if the other expressions, that say the same 
22 
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A method 
of escape. 


Wiffen- 
bach's ex- 
planation. 


thing in substance, remain standing? And bow should we 
account for the fact that the Apostle Paul, otherwise so acute 
a thinker, has the same downright sensuous conception of the 
Parousia and the final judgment (1 Thess. iv. 15 f. ; iCor. 
xv. 51, 52) ? But how, then, are we to escape as a result the 
supposition that Jesus erred, that he spoke as an enthusiast? e) 
There seems to be still one method of escape left, viz. to sup- 
pose that the discourse with reference to the future (Matt. 
xxiv ; Mark xiii.) is spurious, or has at least been strongly 
interpolated in a Jewish interest. This view is not entirely 
destitute of support ; first of all, it is remarkable, that the dis- 
course which yet takes as its starting-point the definite expec- 
tation of the destruction of Jerusalem (Matt. vs. 2 ; Mark vs. 2), 
does not speak of this, but only of the /3SeA.-uy/m e/D^wo-ews of 
the temple (Matt. vs. 15) ; then vs. 20, " Pray, that your flight 
may not take place on the Sabbath," does not seem at all in 
harmony with Jesus's way of thinking about the Sabbath and 
his relation thereto (cf. Mark ii. 27, 28 ; iii. 1-5, al.). But 
then this would necessitate an impeachment also of the 
genuineness of the other passages with reference to the Parou- 
sia, and thus would follow the evil state of things pointed out 
under y. ) Finally, an. explanation seems to have much 
in its favor, which after suggestions by Schleiermacher and 
Weisse, Wiffenbach (Der Zukunftsgedanke Jesu, 1873) has 
very recently developed: only the prediction of his return 
as near at hand is properly authentic in this discourse with 
reference to the future, since this thought was neither imme- 
diately nor mediately indicated in Judaism. The rest is made 
up by a mingling partly of collected expressions of Jesus 
spoken on other occasions, partly of thoughts that do not belong 
to the Master himself. Thus vanishes the appearance of a 
connection of the Parousia with the destruction of Jerusalem. 
That this is not to be referred to the Master himself, is con- 
firmed by the other expressions as to the Parousia, which s;iy 
nothing of the destruction of Jerusalem ; cf. especially, Malt. 
xvi. 27 f. On the other hand, Jesus expressed Parousiul 
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thoughts in connection with his resurrection, and that too in 
such a way that the thought about his death formed for him 
the transition to the Parousial thought (= thought as to his 
resurrection) ; cf. especially Luke xvii. 24, 25, and Mark viii. 
27 to ix. 1 Par. But how, then, is it to be explained, that Jesus 
expresses the thought of his return as near at hand so con- 
stantly in the words of Daniel, which, indeed, have nothing at 
all to do with the thought of the resurrection. The most cer- The true ex- 
tain thing of all that is certain in Jesus's discourses as to the 
future seems rather to be, that he beheld the thought of his 
activity extending far beyond his death in the light of the pas- 
sage in Daniel (vii. 13). With this was undoubtedly connected 
in his mind the prophetic foreboding of a great catastrophe, espe- 
cially of the divine judgment on Jerusalem. As to his Israelitish 
conception Jerusalem represented the theocratic centre of the 
world, so also the ruin of Jerusalem represented the centre of 
the catastrophe of the world. Not the temporal, but the ideal 
connection of the judgment on Jerusalem with his manifestation 
in glory is here the principal thing. When we say that Jesus Jesus, as an 

, , , . , , , . , ,. . Oriental, 

has expressed his thoughts as to the future in the realistic thought and 

c T\ ' i i xi .L r r\ A i spoke as an 

manner of Daniel, we simply say that he, as an Oriental, an Oriental. 

Israelite, did think of it thus ; but we Occidentals, we children 
of the nineteenth century, cannot thus think of it. This is the 
stand-point that an honest, truth-loving exegesis must take. 
Was the intention of this discourse essentially theoretical, to Intention 
enlighten his disciples with reference to the last things, or prac- discourse, 
tical, to exhort them to watchfulness and steadfastness ? In the 
former case, the exhortation from vs. 43 (Matt), or vs. 28 
(Mark) onwards would contain merely inferences ; in the latter 
case the entire foregoing exposition of the oiSti/cs and of the 
Parousia would be mere assignment of motive to the exhorta- 
tion to watchfulness. This must be determined partly from the 
occasion and partly from the course of thought of the discourse 
itself. The discourse is occasioned according to all the Synoptics, Occasion, 
most clearly of all according to Mark, through the circumstance 
that his disciples (according to Mark one of the disciples) called 
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their Master's attention to the great and gorgeous structure of the 
(Herodian) temple, whereupon he answered, that no stone should 
remain upon another, and through the question, When shall 
this happen, and what will be the signs of the Parousia and of the 
time of consummation ? Here it is remarkable already, that 
the interrogators (according to Matthew, not according to 
Mark), as it appears, go far beyond the observation of the 
Master ; for he had spoken merely of the destruction of the 
temple, but they talk of the Parousia and (rwreA-eta TOV aian/os. 
This question is grounded on the idea of the t^iaa ^3n (Dan. 
ix. 27; xii. 1 f.), of which the destruction of the temple will 
be a part. Jesus accepts this conception, since he not only 
foresees the overthrow of the city and of the temple, but him- 
self also brings the destruction of the holy city into connection 
with the Messianic eoSives and the trwreXeia TOT) ataij/os. (On 
Theinten- this, see above). This is the connection, which points to the 
Btructton" fact, that the intention of the passage is instruction with refer- 
thelast mg ence to the last things. But everything depends on the con- 
things, tents and character of this instruction, and this is to be learned 
Course of from the course of thought. Now it is already worthy of 
oug ' observation, that Jesus begins his instruction with the practical 
exhortation : pXeirere py TVS fyta? TrXavya-r) (Matt. vs. 4 ; Mark 
Didactic vs. 5). Now this exhortation is motived, certainly, through the 
following instruction with reference to the coming of the false 
Messiahs (Matt. vs. 5 ; Mark vs. 6) ; with this is connected the 
prophecy of wars and political revolutions (Matt. vs. 6, 7), and 
these phenomena are (vs. 8) designated as ap^r] uSivow, with 
which the first group of thoughts concludes. The second now 
speaks of the bodily and spiritual calamities by which they 
themselves will be affected, and concludes with the aphorism : 
6 Se vTro/iei'ms ets reXos, euros (TtaOriaerai (Matt. vs. 13 Mark 
has not the same course of thought) and with the prospect of 
the spread of the gospel over the Gentile world (vs. 14). This 
group ends with the words /cat roVe ^et TO TeXos. The principal 
group (Matt. vs. 15-28) is divided into the recommendation of 
rapid flight from the destruction (to vs. 20 inclusive), and the 
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grounding of this exhortation through the unheard-of greatness 
of the calamity (to vs. 28). The following group (vs. 29-31) 
contains the Parousia itself, which is to appear in connection with 
great commotions of the heavens the decisive factor, which is 
delineated according to Dan. vii. 13. Thus far the predom- 
inantly didactic part extends. With vs. 32 the practical part Practical 
of the discourse begins, and goes to the end of the chapter, nay, 
even beyond this point, for the parable of the Ten Virgins is 
closely connected with that of the servant expecting the arrival 
of his lord. This practical part may be analyzed as follows : 
vs. 32-35 speaks of the certainty of the prophecy, declared 
through the tn/jp-eta mentioned, and guaranteed through the 
Lord's words; vs. 36-42 of the uncertainty of the point of 
time, and the necessity grounded in this of watching, and in 
vs. 43 ff. watching is invited through two parables, of which 
the one enjoins watchfulness as circumspection, the other bases 
watchfulness on the culpability of the opposite. What follows Teaching of 
now from this course of thought for the intention of the dis- O f thought, 
course ? The question of the disciples was a question of curi- 
osity and inquisitiveness ; the answer of Jesus corresponds to this 
in as far as he gives to the disciples, certainly, the o-^fteta of the 
Parousia, but this instruction of his concludes with a practical 
doctrine, as he has already begun it, indeed, with an exhortation, 
and has closed each part of his prophecy with a practical sen- 
tence. Jesus transforms thus the question of curiosity into a 
practical question, just as in Luke xiii. 23 ff. and x. 29 ff. Not 
as if prophecy were a mere vehicle of exhortation, for with this, 
here as elsewhere, there is a bitter seriousness, and the divine 
counsels, together with their proclamation, are a matter of great 
concern. Eather the relation of the eschatological prediction Relation of 
to the practical object is to be so understood, that the former tion P to the 
in God's counsel is the ground, development, and consummation object?* 
of the kingdom of God ; but the first and the last thing for 
the disciples is watchfulness and steadfast endurance. 

7O. Prophetical Passage in 2 Thessalonians. 

By the help of the point of view set forth we may throw 
22* 
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light upon still another prophetical passage: 2 Thess. ii. 1-12. 
The critical question respecting the relation of 2 Thess. to 
1 Thess. remains here untouched. Presupposing the certainly 
difficult grammatical explanation of our passage, we have to do 

Occasion, only with its logical sense. The occasion of the instruction on 
the last things that follows is clearly given in vs. 1 and 2 : " Now 
we beseech you, brethren, with regard to the Parousia (iJTrep as 
Trept, also 1 Thess. iii. 2 ; 2 Cor. i. 8) of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and our gathering together unto him (cf. Matt. xxiv. 31), that 
ye be not soon shaken in mind or troubled (VoOs, the clear con- 
sciousness in distinction from enthusiasm and agitation ; cf. 
1 Cor. xiv. 15), neither through enthusiasm, nor through agita- 
tion (see vs. 15 coll. 1 Cor. xii. 8), nor through a (forged) 
letter, purporting to have been written by MS, as if the day of the 
Lord were near at hand." 1 The Thessalonians, therefore, had 
been by such means thrown into such an apocalyptic agitation, 
that they had withdrawn, as it appears, from their ordinary 
avocations and labors, and yielded to idleness in expectation of 
the end of the world ; cf. iii. 6 f. The work of the Apostle 
must, therefore, it would seem, consist in pacifying the minds 

Course of of the readers. Let us, however, consider the instruction and the 

Regressive. course f thought itself. This is first of all (vs. 3-7) regressive, 
and points out all that must precede the Parousia, viz. 1) 
the apostasy, by which not a political but a religio-moral apos- 
tasy is meant, and as representative and head of this apostasy 
the avOpwTros 7-175 d/ia/DTtas (i.e. he in whom sin is, so to speak, 
embodied), the mos T^S aTrwXetas, who is now still further 
described as 6 dvrt/<et/x.evos (as the adversary KO.T e), and 6 
V7repaip6fj.vo<s VTrep -rravra Aeyo/xevov Oeov 77 cre/Jacr/jia, who carries 
his self-exaltation to the most shameless self-apotheosis (analo- 
gous to Dan. xi. 36) ; 2) yet the removing of the /co/re^ov 
(-ov), by which an abstraction as well as a concrete person must 
be meant, i.e. partly the Roman government in abstracto, partly 
its representative, the emperor (probably Claudius) in concreto, 

Progressive precedes the open apostasy. In vs. 8 the discourse is progres- 

1 A paraphrase of the passage rather than a translation. TH. 
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sive, and treats 1) of the unchecked manifestation of the 
avoju.0?, who without any doubt is identical with the avrtKet/xei/os, 
but is here clearly designated as representative of heathenism, 
and 2) of the extirpation of the same through the power 
of the Lord at his Parousia, together with a retrospective 
description of the seductive power of the adversary (vs. 9, 10), 
the guilt of the seduced and the judgment on them (vs. 11,12). 
It is evident that Paul means (vs. 37) to show to the Thessa- 
louians all that must occur before the day of the Lord appears, 
but that then the description (vs. 8-12), means to show in what 
the day of the Lord consists, viz. in the judgment on the dan- 
gerous adversary and those whom he has seduced. The object 
of the first part is to enlarge the view of the Thessalonians, 
that of the second, to forearm them against seduction. The Intention 
design of the whole is to impress upon the hearts of the readers 
the fact that the right attitude with regard to the day of the 
Lord is not idle curiosity, but steadfastness of faith. On the 
Apocalypse see below, 96. 

J}-. The Real Explanation. 

Cf. Winer, Biblisches Reahvorterbuch ; the excellent Article in Herzog, Eeal- 
EncyklopUdie ; Schenkel, Bibellexikon. 

71. Scope and Importance of the Real Explanation. 

The grammatical and the logical explanation have to do with 
nothing but the language and the thoughts of the author, pay- 
ing no regard to the external relations under which he lived 
and wrote. These external relations, which exercised an in- Subject of 
fluence on the author, which he presupposes, and to which he 
makes allusions, are now the subject of the real explanation. 
These relations require to be explained by so much the more 
] ) the more intimately they are interwoven with the feelings 
and thoughts of the author, and 2) the more remote the 
times and the more foreign the relations are to our own. 
These relations concern partly the physical, as the constant 
territory of the author and of his nationality ; partly the histor- 
ical, as the variable and the varying. To the physical explana- 
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tion belongs quite pre-eminently the geographical ; to the his- 
torical, everything that concerns the political, religious, and 
ethical history, but also the current conceptions and opinions, 
Old and new and, not least important, the chronological. As long as the 

views of in- . 

spiration as Bible was regarded pre-eminently as a dogmatic text-book, or 

affected and v i i A i A f -, A 

affecting the as Jong as men did homage to an abstract doctrine ot inspira- 
ationf p n tion, so long there was little interest and little capacity for un 
derstanding the sacred books in this aspect. On the othei 
hand, nothing has contributed in a higher measure towards 
destroying this doctrinal onesidedness, than the increasing 
knowledge of the Holy Land and its history. The fundamen- 
tal view from which the more recent positivism proseeds, in 
the explanation of Scripture, is very different from that of the 
more ancient church ; for while the latter proceeded from the 
dogmatic infallibility of Scripture, the former proceeds from 
the geographical, archaeological, and historical infallibility 
thereof. If the real explanation proceeds without preposses- 
sion, it is not prejudicial, but rather highly profitable to the 
genuine understanding of the Holy Scriptures. 

a) The Physical and the Geographical. 

Cf. K. Furrer, Die Bedeutung der biblischen Geographic fur die biblische 
Exegese. Zurich, 1870. 

72. History of Research. 

Explora- The connection between the nature of a country and the 
latedbydis- character of the people has been first recognized and examined 
thelSiation into in recent times most fundamentally of all by K. Rittet 
mate, etc., (Comparative Geography). This general knowledge must also 
character of throw light on the special knowledge of the Jewish land and 
th? people. p e0 pi e< ^ s t h e knowledge of this connection brought about a 
renewed interest in the examination of the Holy Land, so this 
examination has continually brought new gain for the under- 
standing of the sacred authors. The works of Robinson and 
Smith, " Biblical Researches in Palestine, Mount Sinai, and 
Arabia Petraea in 1838," etc., and " Later Biblical Researches 
w Palestine," etc., 1856, made an epoch. Since that time the 
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number of Palestinian explorers and books of travel on Pales- 
tine, Jerusalem, etc., has become legion, and all contain val- 
uable contributions ; yet the study of the Holy Land is still far 
from being exhausted. Inasmuch as it is impossible to most 
exegetes and biblical students to master the monstrous body of 
material, we call special attention to the following among the 
old and the new works : first of all the Bible itself, especially The Bible, 
the historical books of the Old Testament, and in the New 
Testament the Gospels ; Josephus, especially Bell. Jud. 1. III. Josephus. 
3 (Galilee), 10 (Sea of Genesareth), IV. 8 (Jordan and Dead 
Sea), V. 4 (Jerusalem), and 5 (the Temple) ; the Onomasti- Eusebius 
con of Eusebius and that of Jerome are worthy of special men- 
tion. Of little value are the, at the same time rare, works that 
proceeded from the time of the Crusades. The following 
works of the eighteenth century were written with more criti- 
cal and scientific spirit : Relandi, Palestina ex Monumentis Eelandi. 
Veteribus Illustrata, 1714; F. Hasselquist, Iter Palestinum, Hasseiquist 
1757 (especially important in relation to subjects of natural 
history) ; Carsten Nielukr, Vol. iii. of his Travels in Arabia, Niebuhr. 
1767, new ed. by Gloyer and Olshausen, 1837 ; Volney, Voiney. 
Voyage en Syrie et en Egypte, 1787 (vivid, genial, and com- 
pendious). Of the writers of the nineteenth century we may 
mention : Seetzen (who travelled in Palestine in the years Seetzen. 
1805-1807), articles in Von Zach's Monatliche Correspondenz, 
Bd. 17, 18, 26, and 27, Tagebiicher und Nachlass ed. Kruse, 
1854f. ; Burkhardt (who travelled in Syria and Egypt, 1810- Burkhardt. 
1816), Eeisen in Syrien und Paliistina, ed. Gesenius, 1823. 
We have already spoken of E. Robinson and the new era that Eobinson. 
he introduced for the critical and archaeological study of the 
biblical lands. Robinson was followed by Lynch, Account of Lynch, 
the United States Expedition to the Jordan and the Dead Sea, 
1849 f. Jos. Russegger, Vol. iii. of his Travels in Europe, Eussegger, 
Asia, and Africa, 1847. Rosenmiiller's Biblical Geography Eosenmul 
(1826), and Returner's Palestine (1835), appeared already be- Burner 
fore the works of travel just mentioned. Especially important 
is K. Ritter's " Comparative Geography of the Sinailic Penin- Eitter. 
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Tobler. 


Furrer. 
JTraas. 


Maps. 


Bochart. 

Celsius. 

Russegger. 
Iristram. 


sula,,of Palestine and Syria,," Vol. ii., iii., and iv. of his "Erd- 
kunde," " a vast magazine of all that relates to the geography 
of Syria and Palestine" (Robinson). Not to extend the list 
greatly, we mention still Tit. Tobler, " Bethlehem in Palastina, 
nach Anschau und Quellen geschildert," 1849. " Golgotha, 
seine Kirchen und Kloster," 1851. " Topographic von Jeru- 
salem uud seine Umgebungen," 1853 and 1854. K. Furrer's 
" "Wanderungen durch Palastina" (1865), and Fraas, "Das 
todte Meer," 1867. "Aus dem Orient, geologische Beobach- 
tungen," etc. 1867. Tobler is everywhere known as an exceed- 
ingly thorough investigator, and as extraordinarily well ac- 
quainted with Palestine, and the book of Furrer, who wandered 
through the land on foot, with his senses about him, and with a 
penetrating and intelligent relation to the Bible, bears the 
stamp of most accurate love for truth and most acute faculty 
of observation. Indispensable, finally, are the maps, especially 
those of Kiepert and of Van de Velde, which latter supersede 
most of the earlier ones. For the natural history of Palestine 
the learned work of Bochart, " Hierozoicon," as also Celsius, 
" Hierobotanicon," are still always important ; in a geognostic 
point of view Russegger, especially, and, in general, Tristram, 
The Natural History of the Bible (London, 1867), are valua- 
ble. A complete exhibit of the geographical and archaeologi- 
cal helps on Palestine up to 1859 may be found in Herzog, 
E,. E. XI. 40 ff. ; of the most recent helps, in Schenkel's 
Bibellexikon. 1 Now with regard to the exegetical use of these 

i There seems never to have been so much interest manifested in the 
Archaeology, Manners and Customs, Topograph.y, Geology, and Natural 
History of Palestine as at present. "Within the last few years societies for 
the promotion of these branches of knowledge have been formed in England 
and America, which, with ample funds at their command, are pushing for- 
ward the work of exploration and discovery with most satisfactory results. 
For full information with reference to these enterprizes see (for the English 
Society) the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund, Lon- 
don, 1869 onwards, and (for the American) Reports of the American Pales- 
tine Exploration Society. See also Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, which, 
while valuable on all departments of biblical study is especially valuable on 
all subj ects that come under the present section. At the close of each article 
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helps the following principal observations may be made : 1) Observa 
1 oil > tions on the 

Since, indeed, in the natural features of a country most things, use of the 
as the conformation and the climatic character are unchange- 
able, but other things, as vegetation, fruitfulness, and animation, 
are subject to change, we are to make the following distinction, 
that for the latter the ancient sources, especially the Bible For the 

" ^ changeable 

itself, and Josephus, are the very best authority ; for the un- the ancient 
' r 5 j ^ . for the un- 

changeable the old and the new accounts as a general thing lay changeable 

. -. ,. . . 1 tlle more 

claim to equal credibility, and so far as the question involves recont helps 

more valua- 

scientific knowledge the more recent accounts deserve the bie. 

preference. Yet even among the latter we are to distinguish 

with regard to thoroughness and critical accuracy. 2) These Helps to be 

. -,-, -, -, -.-,-, studied 

helps, especially the more general ones, are not to be consulted apart from 

.,. , . , . , pi i immediate 

ior the first time when one is driven to them lor the explana- need, 
tion of a passage ; since this would not only require too much 
time, but would also draw away too much from the object the 
ascertainment of the sense of a passage. The knowledge of 
the country is rather to be acquired previously and indepen- 
dently of the special exegetical interest. 

73. The Application of Geographical Knowledge. 

The occasions that call for the application of the geographi- 
cal knowledge of Palestine are partly express mentions of the 
subjects in question, partly allusions or intimations that can be 
thoroughly understood only by means of this knowledge. This 
latter kind of occasion belongs far more to the Old Testament 

will be found a full and discriminating exhibit of the literature of the sub- 
ject discussed. It may be worth while to mention afew of the more recent 
works on Palestine : Gu&rin, Description Geographique, Histoirique et 
Archeologique de la Palestine, accompagnee de cartes detaillee, 3 vols. 
Paris, 1868-69, a very scholarly work based upon long-continued and 
careful personal exploration; Derambourg, Essai sur I'Histoire et la 
Geographic de la Palestine d'apres les Thalmuds et les autres Sources 
Rabbiniques, Paris, 1867 onwards ; Macgregor, The Rob Roy on the Jordan, 
Nile, Red Sea, and Gcnesareth, etc. London, 1870; Morrison, The 
Recovery of Jerusalem, a narrative of exploration and discovery in the 
City and the Holy Land, by Capt. Wilson, R.E., Capt. Warren, R.E. etc., 
with an Introduction by A. P. Stanley, D.D., Dean of Westminster. Thig 
latter work is one of extreme value and interest, and is one of the results 
7f the English Exploration Fund mentioned above. TP.. 
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Hebrew ap- than to the New, because the Hebrew, gifted with a fine appre- 

preciation . . . . 

of Nature, eiation of nature, admitted allusions to his natural surroundings 
even into the highest and most spiritual thoughts. "A fresh breeze 
of nature pervades his language and poesy. Nay, poets as 
prophets are inexhaustible in sensuous allusions to the natural 
peculiarities of their home" (Furrer). This lively appreciation 

Jesus. of nature is found also in Jesus : only think of his sensuous re- 
ferences to the" birds of the heavens, that neither sow nor reap, 
and yet are sustained by the Heavenly Father" (Matt. vi. 26), 
to the " flowers of the field, that labor not and spin not, and yet 
are more beautiful than Solomon in his royal glory" (Matt, 
vi. 28, 29), to the sparrows, of which " two are sold for a far- 
thing, and yet not one of which falls to the ground without the 
knowledge and will of the Father in heaven" (Matt. x. 29), 
but especially his sensuous application of natural phenomena in 
the parables, an application that bears witness as well to his 
attentiveness to nature, as to his profound grasp of the reli- 
gious relations. In this appreciation of the universal relation 
of nature to spirit and of spirit to nature, he contemplated 
the sower and his seed; the mingling of the tares with the 
wheat ; the mustard-seed small of itself, yet developing to a tree- 
like plant; the seed that grows unobserved (Mark iv. 26-29). 
He needed not, indeed, to be prompted by " a nocturnal storm 
just breaking forth " to the comparison of the mysteriousness 
of the wind with the mysteriousness of the Spirit (John iii. 8) ; 
there was no need of a " herd of sheep just passing by " to 
suggest the comparison of himself with a shepherd, a figure, 
indeed, that lay so near to the Israelite ; the passing through 
vineyards, or the sight of the vine-branches which climbed into 
the room, or of the vine-shaped candlesticks in the temple 
all this was superfluous when he wished to designate himself 

Paul. as the vine and his disciples as the branches. Paul seems to 

have been altogether different in this regard ; * not only does 

1 A like contrast is observable between tlie two great Reformers, Luther 
and Calvin, Luther being in this regard quite analogous to Christ, 
whereas Calvin finds his prototype in Paul. Tu. 
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the author of the account of the Pauline journeys leads us 
through Asia Minor and Greece without the least allusion to 
the natural phenomena of these countries, but even in his letters 
the Apostle himself displays nothing of that lively, delicate ap- 
preciation of nature which characterized the Master : so filled 
and pre-occupied is he by the thoughts and interests of the 
Christian spiritual life ! On the other hand we find again that 
appreciation of nature in James, as when he compares the rich James 
man and his riches with the flowers of the field which are 
withered by the scorching sun (i. 10, 11) ; when the waxing 
and waning light of the heavenly bodies reminds him of the 
" Father of lights, in whom there is no variableness nor shadow 
of turning" (i. 17) ; when the tameable and the un tameable 
beasts furnish him a point of comparison with the untameable 
tongue (iii. 8), or when the tongue which serves as well for 
praising God as for cursing his image, man, is compared with a 
spring which brings forth brackish [bitter] as well as sweet 
water (iii. 10-12), etc. Here, indeed, there is not much that 
requires explanation ; but if to the " understanding " belongs not 
merely an intelligent conceiving, but also a sympathetic appre- 
ciation, a true understanding of a biblical author, and of Jesus 
himself, is to be found only in him to whom that sensuous con- 
sideration of nature is not foreign. Only such a one also will 
have an insight into the connection between the natural features 
of the country and the spirit of its inhabitants even of its 
divinely enlightened inhabitants. 

74. Peculiarities of the Scenes of Jesus's Work. 

But we have to do not only with appreciation for nature in 
general, but for the nature in which, namely, Jesus himself 
lived, and this appreciation presupposes a knowledge of the 
same. The discourses and facts cited in the Gospels took place 
in Galilee, and especially in the neighborhood of the Sea of 
Galilee and on the Jordan ; they took place in Jericho and The gospel 
from there to Jerusalem and in the environs of this city. To nm 
him who is acquainted with these objects, either through faithful 
descriptions or from personal observation, the gospel history 
23 
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will become incomparably more life-like than to another ; he 
will be able to judge how far an abstract doctrinarianism, which 
refers each and everything in the words of Jesus to dogmatic 
mysteries or to symbols and allegories, is from the true under- 
standing. He who knows how extraordinarily animated the 
Sea of Galilee and its shores were in the time of Jesus, how 
productive the fisheries were, he who knows how suddenly 
storms often come down from the mountains and surprise the 
ships, and can represent this in phantasy, or partially reproduce 
it from memory, will be able to understand such passages as 
Matt. iv. 18ff. ; viii. 24 ff., et al., far more vividly than he to 
whom this help is wanting. To such a one it will also become 
clearer why Jesus in the account of the compassionate Samari- 
tan laid the scene of the robbery on the road between Jericho 
and Jerusalem. In particular will the scenes in Bethany and 
on the way to Jerusalem be rendered luminous (Matt. xxi, 
1-11, and especially Luke xix. 28-44). He will be able to 
throw himself into the situation of the conversation with the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. And -even although at the 
present time evei'ything in Jerusalem, with the exception of the 
site, has undergone great change, yet only with the help of 
ancient and modern descriptions and photographic representa- 
tions will the interpreter be able to represent to himself right, 
clearly the occurrences recounted in the Gospels. In general, 
to one acquainted with the country much hitherto not noticed 
will appear significant, much regarded as unhistorical will appear 
historically true. 

75. Unsolved Geographical Difficulties. 

Much, it is true, still remains difficult and enigmatical. A 
well-known difficulty, pointed out already by Origen, is the asser- 
tion in John's Gospel, that John baptized at Bethany (i. 28) ; 
for there is no doubt whatever but that {Bydavia, and not 


Bethany fieQafidpa, is the genuine reading. It is self-evident that the 

bara. well-known Bethany near Jerusalem, cannot be meant. But 

what, if now as Origen (Tom. VI. 24) observes there 

was no Bethany at all on the Jordan, but only a Betl abara, 
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and this is given as the place where John baptized ? It might 
only, indeed, be said that the author of the fourth Gospel, 
wishing to give himself the authority of accurate acquaintance, 
took counsel here of his uncertainty ! But yet elsewhere he 
shows a good knowledge of the places and their situation ; cf. 
iv. 6 f. ; xi. 18. We must, therefore, suppose that Bethany on 
the Jordan was an unimportant place, which, after the calami- 
ties that had befallen the Jewish country, had in the third cen- 
tury, when Origen visited the country, vanished. "We must, ac- 
cordingly, after the example of a conjecture expressed in Fa- 
bricius, Observat. Selectae, and repeated by Wolf (Curae Philol. 
ad I.e.), Rosenmuller, and recently by K. Furrer, refer 


to the etymology h^px ma (ship-house). Another difficult point Gadara, 
is (Matt. viii. 28 ; Mark v. 1 ; Luke viii. 26) the region, where Gergesa. 
the demons were driven into the herd of swine. In the first 
place the reading is disputed, since Matthew according to the 
best witnesses, reads TaSaprjvwv, but Mark and Luke read 
Tepaa-evwv (Tepacnqvwv). But TaSap^i/cSv as well as Tepacrqvtav 
conflicts with the geography; cf. Origen, who declares that 
Gadara is a town in Judaea, in the neighborhood of which the 
celebrated baths are found, but no trace of a sea, or a precipice 
from which the herd of swine could plunge ; but neither could 
Gerasa be the place in which the history happened, for Gerasa 
is a town in Arabia far from any sea and any precipice into a sea. 
On the other hand, the event is suitable to Gergesa, which is in 
the neighborhood of the Sea of Galilee, and of a precipice where 
the swine [could have] rushed down. So, too, the accurate man- 
uscripts (according to Origen) have this reading. (Cf. Tischen- 
dorf, ed. 8, crit. maj. ad Marc. v. 1). Eusebius and Jerome, in 
the Onomasticon, also confirm this reading. In favor of this 
also is the fact that a ruin, Gersa, at the declivity of the Wady 
Semakh corresponds pretty well with the site which the Evan- 
gelists presuppose ; cf. W. Thomson, The Land and the Book, p. 
377; Wilson in the Athenaeum, 1866, I. 438; Furrer, Die 
Bedeutung der biblischen Geographic, p. 18 f. But how, then, did 
the readings TaSap-rjvuv and repacn?vu>v arise ? We must either 
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Locaiit/ of Evangelists 
the Sei mon 

on the 
Mount. 


Mount of 
the Trans- 
figuration. 


suppose that Fepyea-evwv has been changed by the revisers into 
Tepao-rjvuv, or that for the unknown Gergesa, sometimes 
Gadara, sometimes Gerasa, as the better known towns, was 
substituted. The question assumes a different form with refer- 
ence to localities of important events not closely defined by the 
pre-eminently the locality of the so-called Sermon 
on the Mount ; for even if it is beyond doubt that this discourse 
in Matthew has received an augment of many other expressions, 
and that even by Luke they are not reproduced in their orig- 
inal form, yet it is to be regarded as certain that the fact of a 
discourse lies at the foundation of these two, substantially 
identical, discourses, in which discourse Jesus expressed him- 
self to his disciples on the regulations of the Kingdom of Heaven : 
and on the conditions of entering the same. Since Matthew, 
as well as Luke, designates the locality upon which or in 
which this discourse was pronounced only by the general ex- 
pression, used also elsewhere, TO opos, 1 and since the tradition 
taken up since the thirteenth century, which calls the Kurun 
Hattin the " Mount of the Beatitudes," is altogether uncertain : 
(cf. Robinson, III. 483 f.), we can, therefore, only hold that | 
the mountain in question is not far from the Sea of Galilee and j? 
probably in the neighborhood of Capernaum (Tell Chum). I 
Just as uncertain is the Mount of the Transfiguration. The i 
Evangelists give no clue to the explanation, since Matthew and \ 
Mark speak in quite a general way of an opos vi/oyXov, and 
Luke, moreover, simply avails himself of the standing ex- 
pression TO opos. The only geographical indication in the text 
itself is the fact that the two first Synoptics, immediately before, 
relate an occurrence which had taken place in the region of 
Caesarea Philippi (Matt. xvi. 13 ff. ; Mark viii. 27 ff.) ; accord- I 
ingly Mount Hermon, in the neighborhood of this city, might 
be thought of ; but the circumstance that the Transfiguration 
took place, according to Matthew and Mark, six days after that 
event, according to Luke eight days, makes this conjecture 


Cf. rb fyos Matt. v. 1; Luke vi. 12; Mark iii. 13. 
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altogether uncertain. 1 Since Cyril and Jerome, ecclesiastical 
tradition has designated the Tabor as the Mount of the Trans- 
figuration ; but this tradition also is of too late an origin to be 
built upon, and besides, Robinson (III. 464 f .) has shown it as 
probable that at the time of Jesus a castle stood on the Tabor, 
not a suitable place for a solemn scene ! The most impor- 
tant disputed geographical question is that with reference to the 
genuine site of the Holy Sepulchre. Here especially must it The Holy 
be shewn to what degree of probability the exegetical, histor- 
ical, and geographical helps can bring this contested point. We 
can here give only the principal points, to which the biblical 
student has to direct his attention. The first question is : What 
say the evangelical accounts? The following passages here 
come into consideration : Matt, xxvii. 32 ; Mark xv. 21 ; Luke 
xxiii. 26, 33 ; John xix. 20, 41, 42, coll. xx. 2-4. These pas- 
sages make throughout the impression that the place of skulls 
and the sepulchre were outside of the city, which is also in 
itself decidedly the most probable. But now the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre is found inside the present city, in the North- 
west part thereof, in the so-called Christian quarter. We have 
thus the alternative, either that the city of to-day extends con- 
siderably farther on this side than at the time of Jesus, or that 

the traditional site of the Holy Sepulchre is unffenuine. The Topography 

, . T i , . , r i of thean- 

second question is, accordingly, that with regard to the topog- cient Jem- 

raphy of the ancient Jerusalem and its relation to the present 
Jerusalem. On this point Josephus (Bell. Jud. V. 4) instructs 
us ; from whom we learn that the upper city was separated 
from the Temple Hill by the Tyropoeon valley, and that the 
city in his time was surrounded by three walls. But of these, 
the third, as first built by Herod Agrippa, falls out of consider- 
ation. Yet apart from this, the description leaves us in doubt, 
1) as to the precise direction of the Tyropoeon, and 2) as 
to the situation and direction of the second wall, and, in con- 
nection with this, how far the city stretched towards the North- 

1 The apparent discrepancy is easily accounted for by supposing different 
methods of reckoning in the two cases. TR. 
23* 
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west. On these points depends essentially, the decision of the 
question as to the genuineness or spuriousness of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Cf. Schaffter, on the genuine site of the Holy Sepul- 
chre and Totter, as above. But how much has befallen Jerusalem 
in the course of time, and how many changes of the ground has 
the place suffered ? The third question, therefore, must be : 
What says What says history of the Holy Sepulchre ? We meet with a 
the Holy mention of this place first in Eusebius (Vita Const. III. 23 f.), 
Sepulchre? then ^ g ocrates ^ 17 ^ gozomon (H. 1), and Jerome (Ep. 49 

ad Paulin.) ; these writers relate, that this place had been demol- 
ished by godless men, and a temple of Venus erected on the 
spot, until Constantine at last removed the earth and the rub- 
bish, and had a gorgeous basilica built on the spot, etc. But 
this basilica long since ceased to exist, having been destroyed in 
A.D. 614, when Judaea was invaded by the Persians. The 
Church of the Sepulchre was several times rebuilt, and as often 
destroyed again (sc. A.D. 969 and 1187). The present church 
of the Sepulchre, a work of the Greeks, dates only from A.D. 
1810. History, therefore, gives us not the least clue to the 
genuine site of the Holy Sepulchre, and we turn, accordingly, 
as a last resort to the works of the new critical investigators, 
among whom, after Robinson, Toller is the most thorough. 
Thus difficult is this question ! Happily it is not immediately 
and necessarily connected with the exegesis. In every case 
these investigations are to be undertaken independently of the 
explanation of the text. 

5) The Historical. 

Principal Sourco: Josephi, Antiquit. Jud. 1. XI.-XX. Helps, pre-eminently: 
Hausrath, Neutestamentliche Zeitgeschichle. Ewald, Geschichte Israels, 
Bd. IV .-VI. [TMs work has been also published in English]. Keim, Ges- 
chichte Jesu von Nazara, Bd. I. S. 173-306 [Vol. I. and II. in Eng.] ; [Schiirer, 
Geschichte der N. T Zeitalter ( Eng. in preparation) ; Neander, Planting and 
Training of the Christian Church (Robinson's ed.); Gieseler, Church History, 
Vol. I. Andrews, Life of our Lord ; Various Articles in Smith's Diet, of the 
Bible]. 

76, Politico-religious Features, Sources. 
He who passes from the Old Testament historical books 

even from the books of Ezra and Nehemiah and the post 
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exilian prophets to the Gospels, finds, so to speak, everything Great polit- 

changed ; not only has the old Persian Empire, under which 

the Judaeans that returned lived, passed away three or four 

hundred years ago, but also the great Greek-Macedonian Empire 

- with its offspring, the Ptolemaic Empire in the South, and 

the Antiochian Empire in the North had long since vanished ; 

even the Maccabees or Asmonaeans, whose rise and heroic 

deeds are narrated in the first book of the Maccabees, and their 

priestly kingdom, together with the departing flower of the 

Jewish state, are no longer mentioned at all ; even of the Hero- 

dians scarcely more than a shadow remains ; on the other hand, 

the omnipotent Romans as the lords of the land, and Judaea 

under a Roman procurator ! How has all this come about, and 

what are the more immediate circumstances of these great 

changes ? Even in a religious relation so much has become dif- Religious 
. . changes, 

ferent : there is an important difference, indeed, already between 

the condition of the people of which the ante-exilian prophet Jere- 
miah bears witness and the condition and spirit which pervade 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah and the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, but a still greater difference between the post-exilian 
conditions and those of the time of Jesus and the Apostles ; there 
we find the Pharisees and the Sadducees as long existing and 
well-known religious parties ; we find a whole class of literarati 
(ypa/A/iaTets, vo/xoSt8acr/caXoi, I/O/UK<H), a traditional orthodoxy, 
and, side by side with the temple-worship, a synagogue-worship, 
and so much else. To be acquainted with this politico-religious 
ground on which Jesus and the Apostles moved and wrought 
is of the utmost importance for the understanding of the New 
Testament. Josephus, who is here throughout the principal Josephus 
source, gives in Book XI. of his Antiquities the period from pal source. 
Mie return from the Exile to Alexander, in XII. the history 
from Ptolemaeus Lagi to the death of Judas Maccabaeus, in 
XIII. the time from the death of Judas Maccabaeus to the death 
of Alexandra the daughter-in-law of Aristobulus, in XIV. from 
this time to the appointment of the Idumaean Herod as king 
of Judaea by Caesar and the Roman senate ; in XV. the fall 
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of the Asmonaean dynasty and the reign of Herod the Great til] 
the building of the new temple, in XVI. the reign of Herod till 
the execution of his sons Alexander and Aristobnlus, in XVII. 
the last years of Herod's reign till the deposition and banishment 
of Archelaus. Book XVIII. treats of the census of Quirinius, 
conducted by the tetrarchs Herod Antipas and Philip, then of the 
procuratorship of P. Pilatus to the conflict of the Jews with the 
Emperor Caius Caligula, XIX. of the death of Caius Caesar 
and the reign of Herod Agrippa I. to his death, and XX. 
from this point to the last procurator Gessius Florus and to the 
beginning of the Jewish war. It is obvious that for the history 
of Jesus books XVII. and XVHI. are especially important, 
for the understanding of which, however, a knowledge of the 
preceding history is necessary. With the last books of the An- 
tiquities, however, the first books of the Jewish war, especially 
what is said of the last years of Herod the Great (I.), and of 
the events from the death of this ruler to the breaking out of the 
Jewish war (II.) , are to be compared. The same author gives 
much that is worthy of attention in his autobiography and in 

Philo. his two books cont. Apionem. Philo also is important, not 
only as a representative of the Jewish- Alexandrine theosophy, 
but also on account of his description of the Therapeutae with 
whom the Essenes are related ("quod omnis probus liber"). 
"With regard to customs, usages, and opinions of the Jews, to 
which allusion is frequently made in the New Testament, the 

Talmud and Talmud and the Rabbins are of great importance, and hence 
the collections of Lightfoot, Schottgen, Meuschen, Wetstein, 
and of Nork (" Eabbinische Parallelen zum N. T.") are very 
thankworthy. But in this, attention must be always directed 
to the matter of ascertaining whether the usages and opinions 
there adduced were current at the time of Jesus and the Apos- 
tles, or are of later origin. 

77. N. T. ChronologYi 

A subject of the real explanation just as difficult as impor- 
F'biical tant is the chronological. The difficulty has its ground for the 
have no era. most part in the fact that the biblical historians have no era 
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While the Greek historians have in their Olympiadic computa- 
tion (B.C. 776), and the Roman historians in their reckoning 
ab urbe condita (B.C. 754), a fixed point of departure, the 
Oriental and biblical writers are without any such fixed 
point, reckoning according to the years of the reign of the 
rulers ; cf. Amos i. 1 ; Hos. i. 1 ; Isa. i. 1 and vi. 1 ; Mic. i. 1 ; 
Jer. i. 2, 3 ; iii. 6 ; xxi. 1 ; xxv. 1 ; xxvi. 1 ; xxxii. 1 ; xxxv. 
1 ; xxxvi. 1. An era, only transient, of course, for later 
writers was the Jewish deportation to Babylon by Nebuchad- 
nezzar (Jer. xxiv. 1 ; xxxiv. 1 ; 2 Kings xxv. 27). In the time Vost-exil- 

y*i.Tl PT*3. 

after the Exile the reckoning was according to the reigns of 
the Persian rulers (Ezra i. 1 ; Neh. ii. 1 ; Hagg. i. 1 ; Zech. 
i. 1). But the New Testament writers, with one exception, paucity of 
give no points of contact at all with profane history ; but this ?.f T. chro- 
one (Luke iii. 1, 2) is on this account so much the more im- 
portant ; but it does not suffice for determining chronologically 
even the most important facts in the life of Jesus. Still moie 
defective are the chronological indications for the apostolic 
age. The question therefore arises, How under such circum- 
stances can we attain to an at least approximate determination 
of the principal events of the New Testament ? In the gospel 
history the procuratorship of Pilate (A.D. 14-36), and for the 
history of the birth and childhood of Jesus the mention of 
Herod the Great, form fixed points of contact (yet see 78). 
For the history of the Apostles we have, in the death of Herod 
Agrippa I. (Acts xii. 23 ; Joseph. Antiq. XIX. 8, 2), and in 
the procuratorship of Felix (Acts xxiii. 24 ff.), and of Portius 
Festus (Acts xxiv. 27), welcome points of contact, since this 
change in the procuratorship took place probably towards the 
end of the year 60 (A.D.), and the two first years of Paul's im- 
prisonment at Rome must in any case have preceded the con- 
flagration of Rome and the Neronian persecution (A.D. 64) ; so 
it follows, that the imprisonment of Paul in Caesarea and Rome 
must lie within the period 59-64. 

78. Unsettled Chronological Questions, 

Nevertheless, several difficult Questions, as well in reference 
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to the history of Jesus as in reference to the apostolic era, 
remain. These, together with some indications as to how the 
interpreter is to act in relation to them, are here to be observed. 

The year of There is, first of all, the well-known question about the year of 

JGSUS'S 

birth. Jesus's birth. The principal passage from which we may hope 

to determine this point, and according to which the Romaa 
abbot, Dionysius Exiguus, has reckoned the time at 753 A.U.C., 
is Luke iii. 1 coll. 23. Here, first of all, only the time of the 
appearance of John the Baptist is pointed out, but in that the 
baptism of Jesus is supposed to belong to the same year, and 
Jesus is declared in the latter passage to have been dp^o/xo/o? 
were! erwv TpiaKovra, we may draw a conclusion with reference 
to the year of the appearance of Jesus himself. Know- 
ing that Augustus died Aug. 19, 767 (u.c. = 14 A. Dion.), 
the fifteenth year of Tiberius = Aug. 781 to Aug. 782. Now 
it is still questionable whether this fifteenth year of Tiberius is 
reckoned from his coregency (764765) or from his monarchy 
(767-768 A.u.c.) ; yet the latter is more probable. If now 
we reckon backward from 782, about twenty-nine years, 
we come to the Dionysian result of 753 A.U.C. as the year of 
Jesus's birth. But in this is presupposed, 1) That the fifteen 
years are reckoned from the monarchy of Tiberius, 2) that 
the baptism of Jesus took place in the same year in which the 
Baptist made his appearance, and 3) that the statement of 
Jesus's age is exact ; but none of this is raised above doubt. A 
second chronological indication of Luke, that the appearance 
of the Baptist took place under the procuracy of Pontius 
Pilate (the year is not given), leads us to a time between 779 
and 789. The third indication TeTpapxpvvros rrjs FaXtAatas 
'HpwSov K.T.X. is by no means definite, for Herod Antipas 
reigned from 750 to 792. 1 Another chronological determina- 
tion of the year of the birth of Jesus is drawn from Matt, ii., 
according to which Jesus must have been born in the last year 
of the reign of Herod the Great. But now Herod died already 

1 Just as little regard could be had to the disputed Lysanias (Luke i. 1, 
2), as to the Census (Luke ii. 1 ff.)- 
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in 750 A.u.C. (cf. Wurm in Bengel's Archiv. I. 26 f. Ideler's 
Chronol. II. 391 f. Wieseler's Chronol. Synops. 52 f.), and 
Jesus could accordingly have been born scarcely later than 
748 A.u.C. Some have thought, also, to find a third help in 
the star of the Magi (Matt. ii. 2), and to be able to bring it 
into connection with a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, to 
which Mars came still later ; but, to say nothing of the legen- 
dary character of the account, it must, in that case, have been 
not aa-Typ, but aa-rpov. All considerable chronologists and 
investigators of the life of Jesus agree in the more than prob- 
able conjecture that Jesus was born at least four or five years 
before the Dionysian era. But if it is declared that with the 
legend of the Magi the connection of Herod the Great with 
the birth of Jesus stands or falls, and if the statement in Luke 
(iii. 1) is held to be uncertain, any determination of the year 
of Jesus's birth from this indication must be given up. Not 
less disputed is the year of Jesus's death. On the ground of the Tear of 
Dionysian reckoning of the birth of Jesus, and the indication death, 
of the fourth Evangelist that Jesus's messianic activity embraced 
three Passovers (ii. 13 ; vi. 4; xii. 1, and xiii. 1), the view has 
been confirmed that Jesus died in the year thirty-three 
(A. Dion.). But this view is shaken not only through the 
conviction that the Dionysian reckoning of the year of Christ's 
birth is by several years too late, but also through the consid- 
eration that the Synoptics seem to know only of one Messianic 
year; 1 a consideration which receives a strong additional support 
from the doubt as to the historical character of the fourth Gos- 
pel. In any case it is indispensable for those that mean to go to 
work here only somewhat critically, either to prove in how far 
and why the Synoptics mention only one journey of Jesus to 
the feast, and hence seem to speak of but a ministry of a single 
year ; or, to show on plausible grounds, why the fourth Gospel 
supposes a ministry of three years. Both are difficult. The 

1 That the Synoptics give no intimation of .the second and third Passo- 
ver-feast is no sure evidence that they know nothing of these. The object 
of tte narratives may have precluded the mention of the qther Passovere. 
TK. 
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attempts, from the day of Jesus's death, and especially from the 
darkness, to be calculated astronomically, to determine the year 
of his death, are thwarted already by the simple fact that this 
darkness, coming at the time of the (Paschal) full moon, can- 
not have been an eclipse of the sun. These are only the 
elements of the investigation of this subject. The exegete, as 
such, is seldom called upon to go beyond these elements, while 
to the historical student the thorough knowledge of the various 
hypotheses and a weighing of them is indispensable. Cf. esp. 
fhedayof Keim's Gesch. Jesu, 1 HI. 479 ff. Still more important than 
death. the dispute about the year of Jesus's death is that about the day 
of his death, a controversy which, as is well known, rests 
upon a difference between the account of the Synoptics, according 
to which Jesus with his disciples partook of the Paschal meal 
itself, and died the day after (Matt. xxvi. 17 ; Mark xiv. 12, 14; 
Luke xxii. 7, 8, 15), and the Johannean representation, ac- 
cording to which Jesus partook of the last meal with his dis- 
ciples before the Passover day, and died on the day on the 
evening of which the Paschal meal should first occur (xiii. 1 ; 
xviii. 28, coll. xix. 14). In two points, however, the Synoptics 
and John concur again, viz. 1) in the statement that the 
day of Jesus's death was the Trapao-Kev-q (Matt, xxvii. 62 ; Mark 
xv. 42 ; Luke xxiii. 54; John xix. 31, 42), and 2) that the 
first day of the week (//.to, T&V cra/3 'ftarutv) was the resurrection 
day (Matt, xxviii. 1 ; Mark xvi. 2 ; Luke xxiv. 1 ; John xx. 1). 
This matter, even after the many thorough investigations in 
this field, 2 which, of course, have had to take into consideration 

1 This excellent work is being translated into English. Vols. i. and ii. 
have already appeared. TR. 

2 We mention here only Weitzel, Die christliche Passahfeier der drei 
ersten Jahrhunderte, 1848. Steitz, Die Differenz der Occidentalen und der 
Kleinasiaten, Thcol. Studien und Kritiken, 1856, and Art. " Pascha," in 
Herzog's R. E. Riygenbach, Die Zeugnisse fur das Eyang. Johan. Progr. 
1866. Per contra, Hilgenfeld, Der Paschastreit und die Evang. Johan. 
(Theol. Jahrbiicher, 1849), Das Johannes-Evang. und die Paschastreitig- 
hciten (Theol. Jahrbiicher, 1857), Noch ein Wort fiber den Paschastreit 
(Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1858). Baur, Der Paschas- 
treit ge.a-en Steitz (Theol. Jahrbiicher, 1857), Entgegnung gegen Hrn. Dr. 
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the Passover controversy of the second century, furnishes a 
subject for much thought. The decision depends, 1) on 
the exegetical explanation of the passage under consideration 
in John, 2) on the view of the relative credibility of the 
three first and the fourth Evangelists, and 3) on the punc- 
tuni quaestionis in the Paschal controversies. There is an im- Life and 
portant chronological question with regard to the apostolic age, Paul, 
and especially with regard to the chronology of the life and 
activity of Paul The principal passage here is Gal. ii. 1 coll. 
i. 18. But from what point are the fourteen years reckoned, 
after the lapse of which Paul made the journey to Jerusalem 
for the purpose of coming to an understanding with the original 
Apostles? It seems most natural, first of all, that it should 
have been reckoned from his first visit to Jerusalem. This 
took place, as seems to follow from i. 18, not until three years 
after his conversion ; but the time of the latter event is, for the 
present, completely uncertain. Only so much must be granted, 
that the persecutions of those that confessed Christ, and hence 
the Christians themselves, must have become already by that 
time quite prevalent, which could only have been the case 
a considerable time after the decease of Jesus. But then not 
only the question " how long after this event ? " but also the 
uncertainty with regard to the year of the death of Jesus, 
leaves us in the dark. This is the problem which awaits its 
solution. This problem becomes considerably more complicated 
through the difference between Acts ix. 2029 and Gal. i. 16, 
17; but especially through the question, whether the transac- 
tion Gal. ii. 1-10 is identical with the Apostolic convention 
Acts xv. How now are we to proceed in the face of such 
difficulties ? By no means are we to seek, in the first instance, 
to clear up the relation between Acts xv. and Gal. ii., or to 

Steitz (Zeitschrift fur wissensch. Theol., 1857). Keim, Gescht. Jesu von 
NZLZ. Ill 457 ff. Sclwlten, Das Evang. nach Johan. iibersetzt von Lang, 
p. 282 ff. [See also valuable discussions in Robinson's and Gardiner's 
Greek Harmonics. Ginsburg, Art. Passover in Kitto's Cyc. of Bib. Lit. 
Smith's Diet, of the Bible (Am. ed.), Art. " Passover," with numerous ref- 
erences to Engl ih and German works]. 
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aim at establishing any harmony at all between the two passages 

Method of at all hazards ; but we are, 1) either to take as our starting- 
procedure. . ^ , .. -l-ll T.I. 

point Gal. 11., etc., and with the utmost rigor explain this 
altogether independently of Acts xv., or to proceed in like 
manner with Acts xv. without reference to Gal. ii. ; 2) then 
the other passage is to be compared with this, and the points 
of agreement and difference are, with all conscientiousness, to 
be brought out and the result estimated ; 3) we are to 
make the chronological reference from Gal. ii. 1 to i. 18 and, 
if possible, still further, to the time of Paul's conversion, in 
which process the passage 2 Cor. xi. 32 coll. Josephus, XVIII. 
5, 1 and 3 (mention of king Aretas) must be brought to our aid. 
How difficult these investigations are, is shown by a glance at the 
various results of students from Eusebius and the Chronicon 
Paschale down to Ewald and "Wieseler, in that the conversion 
of Paul is put by Jerome and Petavius in the year 33 (A.D.), 
by Usher, Pearson, Hug, Sanclemente, Ideler, and Olshausen 
in 35, by Basnage, Michaelis, Eichhorn, De Wette. Kohler, 
Schott in 37, by Winer, Anger, Ewald in 38, by Spanheim, 
Bertholdt, "Wieseler in 40, finally by "Wurm in the year 41. * 
Although it cannot be the calling of every exegete to make 
exhaustive studies of this and other chronological questions, yet 
it is every exegete's duty, if he comes to the explanation of 
the passages in question, at least to bring clearly before his 
mind the problem and to acquire the knowledge of the most 
essential means to the explanation. 

79. Historical Difficulties. 

But, chronological difficulties aside, the interpreter runs upon 

historical difficulties and contradictions. We adduce here 

rhe Census, only the better known and more palpable. 1) The Census 

(Luke ii. 1 f.). This is at variance not only with Josephus 

l The last edition of Meyer's Commentary on Acts contains a very 
valuable table, exhibiting the chronological results of most of the great 
investigators, with reference not only to Paul's conversion, but also the 
other prominent events of his life. Dr. HacJcett fixes on A.D. 86 as the 
probable date of Paul's conversion. For much that is valuable en this 
whole subject see his very able Commentary on Acts. TB. 
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(Antiq. XVIII. 1, 1), but also with the political relations, inas- 
much as Quirinius under whom the census is said to have been 
undertaken, was not proconsul of Syria until ten years later ; 
inasmuch as a general census of the Empire could not at that 
time have extended to Palestine, Palestine not having become 
a Eoman province until 759 (A.U.C.), and, inasmuch as, even 
if such a census had taken place, this would not have made 
it necessary for Joseph to repair with his betrothed from Naz- 
areth to Bethlehem. Is the interpreter now to assume that 
Luke merely feigned the census in order to bring Joseph and 
Mary, in accordance with the legend, to Bethlehem? This 
would be frivolous. The exegete must rather endeavor to 
remove the contradiction, or at least to explain it. The 
following are such attempts at explanation : the limitation of 
the expression Trao-a fj olKovfievrj to the Roman Empire (orbis 
terrarum), an attempt which, however, leaves the principal 
difficulty unsolved ; the supposition that a census, to be sure, 
occurred, but that this has erroneously been regarded as pro- 
ceeding from Augustus (instead of from Herod), a shift 
which, of course, would have to be otherwise confirmed. The 
only supposition left, therefore, is, that Luke, or rather his 
authorities, has fallen into an anachronism, and has transferred 
the notorious census (Joseph. I.e. ; Acts v. 87) to the time of 
Jesus's birth, with which has been connected another unhistorical 
circumstance, the journey of Mary to Bethlehem. 2) Lysa- Lysaniat 
nias (Luke iii. 2). This person is said to have been tetrarch 
of Abilene in the fifteenth year of Tiberius ; but, from history, 
is known to us only, on the one hand, an elder Lysanias, who 
was murdered by Antonius at the instigation of Cleopatra 718 
A.U.C. (Joseph. Antiq. XV. 4, 1 ; Dio Cassius 49, 82), on the 
other hand, a younger Lysanias, who died in the time of the Em- 
peror Caligula (Joseph. Antiq. XIX. 5, 1 ; Bell. Jud. LT. 11, 5 ; 
12, 8). Besides, the domain of that elder Lysanias is designated 
by Josephus as Chalcis, definitely distinguished from that of 
the younger, and Abila, as belonging only to the tetrarchy of 
the later Lysanias. Here the facts of the case are not clear 
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enough to admit of a decisive judgment. Whether a province 
of the elder Lysanias remained in his family, whether the later 
Lysanias belonged to the family of the elder, etc., must for 
the present rest entirely on itself. An anachronism, or a con- 
rue Geneal- founding of names, seems here also to find place. 1 3) The 
genealogies 2 of Jesus furnish a two-fold difficulty (Matt. i. 117 
and Luke iii. 23 to the end of the chapter) : on the one hand, 
the difference of these among themselves, the genealogy in 
Luke numbering not only fifty-six members instead of forty- 
two between Jesus and Abraham, but also containing between 
Joseph and Zerubbabel, and then again between Salathiel and 
David, entirely different names. The explanations of these 
differences from the levirate marriage, or from the circumstance 
that Mary was an heiress, are familiar, suppositions that 
only partially solve the difficulty. The notion that the one 
genealogy gives the line of Joseph, the other that of Mary 
should be forever buried and forgotten. The other difficulty 
lies in the contradiction between the intention of these 
genealogies, which consists in representing Jesus as a genuine 
descendant of David and Abraham (cf. also Rom. i. 3), and the 
supernatural birth which is narrated by precisely those Evan- 
gelists that have also the genealogy. That the Evangelists 
themselves perceived this contradiction and sought to remove 
it is evident from Matt. i. 16, and still more from Luke iii. 23. 
What now are exegesis and criticism to do here ? No apolo- 
getics, of course, can change a whit the fact that if Jesus 
sprang on the paternal side from David he could not then 
have been supernaturally begotten, or if this, then he was not 
K o-Trep/taTo? Aaw'S. The literary contradiction is easily solved : 
the Evangelists found the tradition that Jesus is of the seed of 
Abraham and David, as well as that of his supernatural con- 
ception ; they gave both, and, at the same time, an intimation 

1 See Godet and Meyer, Comm. in loco; Smith's Diet, of the Bible, Art. 
Lysanias. TK. 

2 See Godet, Com. in loc. Luke, and Art. Genealogies in Smith's Diet, 
of the Bible. TK. 
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as to how, in their opinion, the contradiction is to be solved. 
The contradiction in the subject-matter is not, of course, thus 
removed. 4) The difference concerning the day of Jesus's Different 

* 


. 

death has already been mentioned. 1 Even after the thorough the day of 

attempts at solution by Steitz and Kiggenbach, the unprejudiced death. 

interpreter, who takes the text as it is, cannot be persuaded 

that the fourth Evangelist also makes Jesus to keep the Pas- 

sover feast with his disciples and to die on the Sabbath of the 

feast, nor of the fact that fyayeiv TO Trdoya (John xviii. 28) may 

mean anything else than to eat the Paschal lamb ; since Deut. 

xvi. 2-8 (LXX) proves nothing for the view that that expression 

may also stand for the eating of unleavened bread. 5) A 

greater stone of offence are the differences and contradictions in 

the history of the resurrection. We discuss here only the more History of 

considerable : a) According to Mark (xvi. 8) the women re- rection. " 

turning from the sepulchre by reason of their fear said noth- 

ing [owSev eiTToj/] ; but according to Luke (xxiv. 9-11) they 

recounted everything to the eleven disciples, but found no cre- 

dence; (3) The risen Jesus appeared according to 1 Cor. 

xv. 5 (coll. Luke xxiv. 34) first of all to Peter ; but according 

to John (xx. 14ff.) and, according to the appendix in Mark 

(xvi. 9), first of all to Mary Magdalene; y) in general, 

between the time, the places, and the persons to whom the risen 

Jesus appeared, there is no agreement ; especially astonishing 

is it, that of the five hundred brethren to whom he appeared, 

according to 1 Cor. xv. 6, the Evangelists seem to know nothing 

at all ; finally, S) in one and the same Evangelist there is a 

contradiction in reference to the corporeality of the risen Jesus, 

cf. Luke xxiv. 31 with 39, and John xx. 19 and 26 with 27 f. 

But to conclude from this contradiction that Christ did not 

arise is, to say the least, hasty; and to infer from John xx. 14 

and Mark xvi. 9 that the Apostles' faith in the resurrection is 

to be referred to the hallucination of the nervously excited 

1 Cf. Godet, Comm. in loc., Jolm and Luke; Robinson and Gardiner, 
Greek Harmonies, in loc.; Andrews, Life of our Lord; Farrar, Life of 
Christ. TR. 

24* 


282 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPRETER. 

Mary Magdalene [Renan] is a frivolity against which we 
cannot express ourselves emphatically enough. But it is a 
frivolity of another kind, in the service of a dishonest apolo- 
getics, to deny the contradiction or to reduce it to an unim- 
portant dimension. An unprejudiced exegesis and criticism 
must say: However it may be with the appearance of the 
Eisen One, two facts remain firm and unassailable ; the one, 
that on the first day of the week, early in the morning, women 
(whether only one, or two, or three) came to the grave, and 
found it empty ; the other, that some time afterwards, the dis- 
ciples, previously in consternation, became full of courageous 
faith that Christ has risen. "What lies between these two 
points we shall indeed never know with perfect clearness. 1 
6) In the history of the Apostle Paul there is a contradiction 
in the fact that, according to Acts ix. 26 f., Paul travels, soon 
after his conversion, from Damascus to Jerusalem, and goes in 
and out with the original Apostles, while he himself asserts 
(Gal. i. 17, 38) that he journeyed not at once to Jerusalem, 
but first to Arabia, and not until three years afterwards visited 
Peter in Jerusalem. 2 The interpreter will now, perhaps, 
endeavor so to interpret the account in the Acts, and so to 
extend the time between Damascus and Jerusalem that the 
contradiction may dwindle as much as possible ; but the con- 
scientious exegete will allow the idleness of this endeavor, and 
will be obliged to acknowledge the inaccuracy of the account 

Principles, in Acts. In general, in view of such difficulties and contradic- 
tions, the following principles cannot be sufficiently impressed 

Modosty. upon the exegete and critic : 1) modesty, in that in many 
cases no absolutely certain results, but only a greater or less 
degree of probability, is attainable, and, after all attempts at 
explanation, a Socratic ignorance is very becoming to the 

Veracity, investigator ; but, especially, 2) veracity, to which not 
ingenious contrivances, but simply the subject-matter is im 

1 Cf. on all the passages concerned Meyer's Commentaries, on those in 
Lnke and John, Godet's remarkably clear discussions. TK. 

2 Cf. on the passage in Acts, Hackett and Meyer ; on the passage in 
Galatians, Liyhtfoot, Ellicott, and Meyer. TK. 
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portant, and which does not wish to save at all hazards the 
traditional and " orthodox " view, and does not do violence to 
the text and to history " in majorem Dei gloriam," since here, 
as elsewhere, the principle is to be rejected, that the end 
sanctifies the means. 

SO. Passages requiring special Investigation. 

If the general knowledge of the post-exilian history, and of 
the history of the New Testament time must precede all ex- 
egetical explanation, so very many passages of the Gospels, 
Acts, and Epistles require special investigations and explana- 
tions. 1) A knowledge of the political personages and Political 
relations, of which mention is made in the New Testament, is 
necessary ; as of Herod the Great, who meets us, indeed, only Herod the 

Grfi&t 

in the preliminary account in Matthew, but who exercised a 
great influence on the development of Jewish affairs. On 
Herod the Great, Josephus, and especially his excellent char- 
acterization (Ant. XVI. 5, 4), is to be compared. In the same 
preliminary account mention also is made of Archelaus, the Archeiaui 
sou and successor of Herod ; and, casual as this mention is, yet 
confirmation and illustration is received from Josephus, Ant. 

XVII. 11, 4; 13, 2; Bell. Jud. II. 7, 3. Herod Antipas is Herod 

^ Antipas. 

immediately embraced in the gospel history (Luke iii. 19; ix. 

17 f. ; xiii. 31 ; Matt. xiv. 1 ff. ; Luke xxiii. 6 f.) and on him 
also is Josephus (Ant. XVIII. 4, 5) to be compared. Josephus 
(I.e. 2) is of special interest with reference to the imprison- 
ment of John the Baptist and the grounds of it. But the most 
important personage 1 in the Gospel history is Pontius Pilate, Pontius 
the sixth procurator of Judaea (Luke iii. 1 ; xiii. 1 ; Matt, 
xxvii. ; Mark xv. ; Luke xxiii. ; John xviii. and xix.), on whom 
also Josephus (Ant. XVIII. 3, 1 ff. ; 4, 1 ; Bell. Jud. H. 9, 2) is 
to be compared. For unlike estimates of this man, see, among 
others, Tholuck on the one side and Olshausen on the other. Of 
his successors only Felix (Acts xxiii. 261; xxiv. 22, 24-26) and Felix. 
Portius Festus (Acts xxiv. 27 ; xxv. 1 ff.) are mentioned, cf. Festus 
Joseph. Ant. XX. 8, 5, et al. The testimony of Tacitus about 
1 P )litical personage is of course meant. TK. 
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Herod 
Agrippa I. 


Publicans. 


Judas 
Galilaeus. 


Tbeudas. 


Religious 
relations. 

High-priest. 


Felix is important (Hist. V. 9, also Annal. XII. 54) : "... per 
omnem saevitiam ac libidinem jus regium servili ingenio ex- 
ercuit." On Portius Festus cf. besides Acts xxiv. 27 ; xxvi. 
31, also Josephus, Ant. XX. 8, 9, 11 ; 9, 1. Of Jewish rulers, 
besides Herod Antipas, are mentioned still, Herod Agrippa I., 
on whose mortal sickness cf. Acts xii. 23, with Josephus, Ant. 
XIX. 8, 2 and Herod Agrippa II. (Acts xxv. 13, 26 ; Joseph. 
Ant. XIX. 9, 2 ; XX. 1. 1 ; 5, 2, and especially 7, 1 ; Bell. 
Jud. II. 12, 8). Besides these principal political personages 
of the history of the New Testament time, others still occur, 
which though they play no principal role, yet help to charac- 
terize the political relations : such are pre-eminently the pub- 
licans (reAwvai), who, though Jews, are ranked as a despised 
class with the a/iaprcoAots. On the political position and the 
functions of these Roman subordinate officials, cf. Livy, XXV. 
3; XXXII. 7; XLV. 18; Tacitus, Annal. XIII. 50; Dio 
Cassius XLIL 6, also Lightfoot, Horae Hebraeicae, p. 286, 
396. Of the religio-political fermentation, that broke out from 
time to time, Judas Galilaeus (Acts v. 37), or Gaulonites 
(Joseph. Ant. XVIII. 1, 1, 6; 2, 1 ; Bell. Jud. II. 17, 7-19) 
gives a striking proof. Gamaliel, indeed, speaks of this up- 
rising (Acts v. 37) as long since and promptly suppressed ; but 
from Josephus (I.e.) we learn that Judas the Gaulonite left 
behind him a party which persisted till the Jewish war, and 
played an important part in the breaking out of this war. The 
TaAiAatot also, of whom Luke makes mention (xiii. 1) probably 
belonged to this party. On the other hand, the mention of 
Theudas (Acts v. 36) is difficult, for Josephus, indeed, also 
speaks of a rebel leader Theudas (Ant. XX, 5, 1), but this one 
was active far later. "We must, therefore, either suppose that 
there were two of this name, and that Josephus has failed only 
through accident to mention the earlier, or that an anachronism 
is found in Acts v. 36. 2) Still more essential is the knowl- 
edge of the religious relations. The high-priest, as is well 
known, takes the first place in the hierarchical organism, and 
hence the knowledge of his office, of his functions, etc., accord- 
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ing to the Old Testament declarations (Ex. xxviii. ; Lev. xvi. ; 

Numb. iii. 32 ; xx. 28 ; Deut. x. 6) is to be presupposed. But 

in the New Testament the expression dp^iepets in the plural 

frequently occurs (Matt. xxi. 45 ; xxvi. 3, 14; xxvii. 1, 20, 62; 

xxviii. 11, al.). How is this to be understood? It must be 

borne in mind that in the Syrian, Herodian, and .Roman periods 

much arbitrariness concerning the choice and the deposition of 

the high-priest found place (cf. Joseph. XV. 3, 1 ; XX. 10 ; 

1 Mace. vii. 9 ; Joseph., Bell. Jud. IV. 3, 6, 8), so that instead 

of the one that was invested with the office, there were several 

who had been invested with the office ; and although no longer 

in the office, yet still stood in authority. The Sanhedrin Sanhedrin. 

(Talm. "p^COO) as the highest theocratical tribunal is, as is 

natural, frequently mentioned in the New Testament, by no 

means always under this name indeed, but as ot dpxtepets 

ot TrpecrySurepot, or ot o-p\- (6 dp^)j ol ypa/Ajuareis KCU 01 

repoi TOU AaoS (Matt. xxvi. 3, 57 ; Mark xiv. 53 ; xv. 1 ; Luke 

xxii. 66). By Josephus this institution is mentioned for the 

first time, Ant. XIV. 9, 3, 4. On the constitution and the 

prerogatives of this tribunal the Talmud (tract. Sanhedrin) is 

especially to be compared. See Selden, De Synedriis et Prae- 

fecturis Vet. Ilebr. Relandi, Antiq. Sacrae'II. 7. Winer's Bibl. 

Realworterbuch s. v. Leyrer in Herzog's R. E., where also 

the literature is exhibited. A new phenomenon, furthermore, 

for one that comes immediately from the Old Testament to 

the New is the synagogue worship (cf. Matt. xiii. 54 ; Mark Synagogue 

vi. 2 ; Luke iv. 16, in Nazareth ; Mark i. 21 ; Luke iv. 33 ; worship ' 

Matt. xii. 9 ; John vi. 59. But according to Acts ix. 2 in 

Damascus also; xiii. 14 at Antioch in Pisidia; xiv. 1 in Ico- 

nium ; xvii. 1 in Thessalonica ; xvii. 10 in Beroea; xviii. 4 in 

Corinth ; xviii. 19 in Ephesus). As regards the origin of this 

institution no credit, of course, is to be given to the Jewish 

tradition which, on the ground of Deut. xxxi. 11 f., and Ps. 

Ixxiv. 8, refers it to Moses. Josephus makes mention of it 

first Bell. Jud. V] I. 3, 3 ; but from this we need not decide 

upon so late an origin ; the probability is rather, that the need 
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of such worship arose in the Exile, and that the institution 
itself was formed in the period succeeding the Exile, on the 
ground of the standing custom of reading the law (Neh. viih 
1 f.) and on account of the StacrTropa of the Jews. On the 
order of the synagogue worship the Talmud (Jerusalem Megill. 
75, 1) and Philo (Opp. II. 458, 476, especially 630 and 631) 
inform us. The summum opus on the synagogue is Camp. 
Vitringa, De Synag. Veterum. Franek. 1696. Cf. further, 

rheScribes. Winer 1. c. and Leyrer 1. c. In the Gospels we meet frequently 
also the so-called scribes (y/ja^aret?, i>o/x,oStSao-KaA.ot, VO/UKOC), 
yet the expression "iBD occurs already frequently in the Old Tes- 
tament, and the matter itself Ezra vii. 11, 21. After the Exile, 
as is well-known, the more genial and popular "wisdom" 
(firoh) gave place more and more to legal learning, and " scribes" 
took the place of prophets and popular orators. On the subject 
and the manner of this legal learning cf. Josephus, Ant. XVII. 
6, 2 ; XVIH. 3, 5. The aggregate results of this learning 
have been recorded in the Talmud. But the old proverbial, pop- 
ular and apothegmatic wisdom also still maintained its place, cf. 
the Pirke Aboth. 1 The contrast is remarkable between the 
picture which the New Testament sketches (Matt. v. 20 ; vi. 
1 F. ; xv. 1-14, especially vs. 23 ; Luke xi. 39-52) and the 
pictures which the Jewish writers sketch of the " scribes," 
especially of the most distinguished among them, Schammai 
and Hillel, Simon the Just, Juda the Holy, and others. The 
contrast is explicable from the fact that Jesus judged this class 
from the point of view of the simple and original word of God, 
or from the stand-point of the people and what the people 
need ; the Jewish authors, on the contrary, judged it from the 
stand-point of the national learning and dignity. Cf. Winer as 
above, and Leyrer, s. v. in Herzog. 

Importance The knowledge of the Jewish sects is also important for the 

*dgeoftiie understanding of the New Testament. Misled, on the one 

Jewish 

sects. i ^ n English translation of the Pirke Aboth (Ethics of the Fathers) 

together with an unpointed text has been recently published in England. 
There is also a German translation, with pointed text by Ewald. It will 
be found very instructive from a reh'gio-historical point of view. TH. 
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hand, by a one-sided consideration of many passages in the New Phariseesi, 
Testament ; on the other hand, by Josephus (Ant. XIII. 5, 9 ; 
XVIII. 1 ; Bell. Jud. II. 8) men have formed an incorrect 
idea of the Pharisees, as if they had been all either conscious 
hypocrites, hypocrites by profession, or as if they had been 
religious philosophers, because they are compared by Josephus 
with the Stoics. But we know that the descriptions of the 
Jewish historian are to be taken cum grano salis, inasmuch 
as he has striven to make the Jewish customs and opinions as 
acceptable as possible to his Greek-Roman readers. As regards 
then the reproach of hypocrisy, a knowledge of the rise and 
development of this sect is, before everything else, necessary 
for the proper characterization thereof. That they were zealots 
for the ceremonial law is clear from all the principal passages 
of the New Testament, cf., besides, Matt. xv. and xxiii., also 
Acts xxiii. 3 ; xxvi. 5, coll. Gal. i. 14. But this fundamental 
feature may be traced back to the time of Ezra and Nehemiah 
(cf. Ezra ix. f. ; Neh. viii. f.). This tendency received a new 
impulse, in opposition to the Greek innovations, through the 
Maccabaean uprising, which was nothing else than the heroic 
reaction of the zealous legalistic national spirit against the pen- 
etrating heathen character, cf. 1 Mace, ii., esp. vs. 27. Josephus 
mentions the Pharisees for the first time Ant. XIII. 5, 9 
(about B.C. 145), but it is not to be concluded from this that 
they at that time first made their appearance. Pharisaism is 
nothing else than the consequence of the post-exilian, legalistic 
Judaism ; and from this fact is to be explained, to be sure, as 
well the interpretation of the law and tradition losing itself in 
casuistic minutiae, as the ascetic piety degenerating more and 
more into externality: hence the not unfounded reproach of 
hypocrisy which they have incurred. Cf. Schnekenburger, 
Beitrage, p. 69 ff., Winer, R. W. B., s.v. and Leyrer, in Herzog, 
s.v. The counterpart of the Pharisees formed the Sadducees, sadduceea 
who are reptesented in the New Testament as deniers of the 
existence of the spiritual world and of the resurrection (Matt, 
xxii. 23-, Mark xii. 18; Luke xx. 27; Acts xxiii. 8). But 
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the fundamental difference between them and the Pharisees 
consisted less in this than in their rejection of oral tradition. 
From the fact that they held themselves strictly to Scrip- 
ture, and deemed of no account the development of doctrine 
through the post-exilian theology (Joseph. Ant. XIII. 10, 6) 
is to be explained as well their rejection of the resurrection 
and of immortality, nowhere clearly taught in the older books 
of the Old Testament (cf. also, Joseph. Bell. Jud. II. 8, 14), 
as of the post-exilian development of the doctrine of angels 

Essenes. and demons. The Essenes are nowhere mentioned by name 
in the New Testament, but inasmuch as Col. ii. really refers 
to Essenean customs and opinions, and, inasmuch as the Epistle 
of James is an Ebionitic product, and the Ebionites proceeded 
from Essenism (cf. Credner, Ueber Essaer und Ebioniten und 
einen theilweisen Zusammenhang derselben, and Baur, De 
Ebionitarum origine et doctrina, ab Essenis repetenda), a 
knowledge of the Essenes is necessary to the interpreter of 
the parts of the New Testament named. The sources are 
Joseph. Ant. XIII. 5, 9 ; XVIII. 1, 2-6, esp. Bell. Jud. II. 
8, 2-13. Philo on the Therapeutae in his writing " Quod 
omnis probus liber." Coll. Pliny, Hist. Nat. V. 17. Cf. also, 
besides Credner and Baur, Williorn s.v. in Herzog. The 

Samaritans, mention of the Samaritans in the New Testament necessitates 
also a knowledge of the history of this mixed people, and of 
the relation of the Jews thereto. On this point are to be 
compared Ezra iv. ; Joseph. Ant. XI. 1,2; 4, 3 f., 9 ; XII. 5, 
5 ; XIII. 9, 1 ; 10, 2 ; XIV. 5, 3 ; Ewald, History of Israel; 
Winer, E. W. s.v., and the elaborate article by Petermann in 

Countries Herzog. The explanation of the Acts of the Apostles and of 

of Asia* P 6S the Pauline Epistles requires also a knowledge of the countries 
and peoples of Asia Minor, especailly of Galatia(cf. Strabo XII. 
566 f.; Livy, XXXVII. 8, and XXXVIII. 12, 18; Justin. 
XXV. 2; Dio Cass. 53, p. 514; Joseph. Ant. XVI. 6), of 
Ephesus (cf. Strabo XIV. 632, 640 f., al. Winer's R.W. s.v.), 
of Greece in general in the last centuries before the rise of 
Christianity, especially of Corinth since its overthrow by 
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Mummius (B.C. 146, cf. Livy, Epit. 52; Strabo, VIII. 378 ff., 
Pausan. II. 1 ff.). 1 From the examples adduced it is clear, 
how from the comparison of the extra-biblical accounts with 
the New Testament accounts a new light is spread over the 
latter, and how important the more comprehensive and 
thorough knowledge of these things is for the New Testament 
interpreter. 

81. Importance of Knowledge of Jewish Customs. 

Furthermore, the knowledge of Jewish customs is of im- 
portance and interest. ) Of specifically religious customs Religious 
and usages the feasts, especially the Passover (Matt. xxvi. 17 ff. ; 
Mark xiv. 12 ff. ; Luke xxii. 1 ff. ; John. ii. 13 ; xiii. 1 ff.), the 
Feast of Tabernacles (John vii. 2f.), and the Feast of Pen- 
tecost (Acts ii. 1 f.) are the most important. On these the 
Old Testament is the most valuable source of information; 
on the Passover (Heb. noa . Aram. fctnos), or the feast of un- Passover, 
leavened bread (17 eoprij r<av atpfjuav rissti 5n), Ex. xii. 128; 
Lev. xxiii. 4-14 ; Numb, xxiii. 16 ff. ; Deut. xvi. 1-8), further- 
more, Joseph. (Ant. XVII. 9, 3 ; Bell. Jud. VI. 9, 3) and the 
Talmud (Tract. Pesachin. ch. 5) are to be compared. On the Feast of 
feast of Tabernacles (a-KvjvoTnjyia, niS&Si sn) cf. Lev. xxiii. 
33 ff. ; Num. xxix. 12 ff. ; Deut. xvi. 16 k ; Joseph. III. 10, 4 ; 

XIII. 8, 2 ; 13, 8. On the feast of Pentecost (Trev-nyKco-ny 
*vrss>n an or nteaci in) cf. Ex. xxiii. 16 f. ; Lev. xxiii. 15 f.; 

IT - - \ T --/ ' ' 

Numb, xxviii. 27 ff. ; Deut. xvi. 9 ff. ; Joseph. Ant. III. 10, 6 ; 

XIV. 3, 4 ; XVII. 12, 2 ; Bell. Jud. II. 3, 1. In the Epistle to 

the Hebrews (ix. 7) allusion is also made to the Great Day of Great Day 
Atonement, on which cf. Lev. xvi. 23, 26 ff. ; Num. xxix. 27 ff., meat, 
coll. Joseph. Ant. III. 10, 3 ; XIV. 6, 4, and the Talmud 
(Tract. Joma, in Mischna II. 5). But most important of all 
for the explanation of the Gospels, especially on account of 
the frequent conflicts of Jesus with the hierarchs (Matt. xii. 
1-8 ; Luke vi. 6-11 ; xiii. 10-17 ; xiv. 1-6 ; John v. 10 ff. ; vii. 

1 On the places mentioned in the text, cf. Conybeare and Howson, Life 
and Epp. of St. Paul, and the various articles in Smith's Diet, of the Bible 
(Am. ed.). TR. 
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Sabbath. 22, 23; ix. 16) is the ordinance of the weekly Sabbath, on 
which, besides the Old Testament principal passages (Ex. xx. 
811 ; xxxi. 1217 ; xxxv. 13 ; Lev. xxiii. 3 ; Num. xxviii. 9 ; 
Deut. v. 12-15 ; Jer. xvii. 19 ff. ; Neh. xiii. 15-22) Joseph. 
Cont. Ap. II. 3 9, and the Talmud, especially Mischna, Schabbath 

Purificatory 22 and 24, are to be compared. As in the observance of the 
Sabbath so in their rites of purification, the Pharisees were 
very micrological and casuistical, a circumstance which likewise 
gives occasion for conflicts (cf. Mark vii. 3 ff. ; Matt. xv. 2 ff. ; 
xxiii. 25 f. ; Luke xi. 39 f.) On this point, likewise, the 
Rabbins are to be compared, see Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr. p. 
366ff., in which, however, it is not to be forgotten that the 
rites of purification of the Egyptians (cf. Herod. II. 37) 3 of 
the Persians (cf. Vendidad, 3d 9th Fargard), and of the 
Indians .(the Laws of Manu) were just as rigorous and minute 
as those of the Jews, yea, even more minute. That Jewish 
piety, as for the rest, consisted chiefly of the three parts, 
alms-giving, praying, and fasting, is evident from Matt. vi. 1-18. 

Aims-iy- On alms-giving cf. Prov. xxii. 9 ; xxviii. 27 ; then Sirach vii. 

and' prayer! 32 f., pre-eminently Tob. xii. 9 ; xiv. 11 ; Acts x. 2, 31. There 
is no ordinance of prayer in the Pentateuch, yet, as in all 
religions, the custom is to be understood of itself. But in the 
Sermon on the Mount the polemics of Jesus is directed against 
the opus operatum of praying, and against the ostentation 
practised in connection therewith. The opus operatum seems 
to have crept in very soon after the Exile ; at least it appears, 
e.g. in Dan. vi. 11 ; Tob. xii. 9 ; Judith iv. 12, as an essential 
part of piety, and was performed not only on all important 
occasions, but also at stated times ; in which, moreover, other 
peoples also agree with the Jews, e.g. the Egyptians (cf. 
Porphyr. De. Abst. 4, 8). But the most culpable thing was 
the ostentation practised in connection with prayer (Matt. vi. 
5), on which the Rabbins in Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr. p. 292 ; 
Wetst. I. 321, are to be compared, and the notion that long 
prayers are pleasing to God and efficacious (Matt. vi. 7) coll. 
Jerusalem Talmud, Taanith. f . 67, 3 ; Babylonian Talm. Berach, 
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32, 2; 54, 2), which is reproached by Jesus as heathenish. 
For examples of heathen litanies see in Lightf. p. 295, coll. 
Etym. M. and Suid. ad v. BGITTOS, ftaTroXoyelv. Neither with 
regard to fasting does Jesus condemn it per se, but likewise, only 
the ostentation (Matt. vi. 16), and the thoughtless opus opera- 
turn in connection with fasting (cf. Matt. ix. 15f.). That this 
general Oriental custom, very commendable and well-founded 
in its principle, had likewise come, little by little, to be regarded 
as an opus operatum and a meritorious work, with which also 
parade was sometimes practised among the Pharisees, is in 
part self-evident, and in part is proved by witnesses outside of 
the New Testament, cf. e.g. 1 Mace. iii. 47 ; Talmud Tr. Joma 
8, 1 ; Babyl. Taanith 12, 2 ; 13, 2. Cf. Winer's E. W. and 
Herzog's E. E. s. v. b) Of civil customs and usages we Civil 
adduce only the divorce and funereal mourning. The expres- 
sions of Jesus, Matt. v. 31 and xix. 3 ff., are directed against 
a reprehensible laxity in the matter of divorce. What were Divorce. 
the Jewish ordinances and usages in this relation ? Accord- 
ing to Deut. xxii. 13-19 and 28, 29 a man could not separate 
himself from his wife either if he had unjustly given her a 
bad reputation, or had cohabited with her as a maiden. On the 
other hand, he may separate himself from her, if he find any- 
thing disgraceful (^a^ nvi, LXX acrxypov 7rpS.yp.oL) in her; 
only he is to furnish her with a letter of divorcement (^30 
nhi 1 }!? , LXX /3i(3Xiov OTTOO-TCIO-IOU, Deut. xxiv. 14). On the 
idea of the *tt rvns now, at the time of Jesus, the schools of 
Hillel and of Shammai were in controversy, the former ex- 
tending this expression to everything displeasing to the man, 1 
but the latter limiting it to what is disgraceful and unseemly 
(not just to adultery merely). On this matter the Talmud is 
very prolix and sets forth a host of micrological distinctions 
(Tr. Ghittin and Seder Nashim, cf. Lightfoot, p. 273 f.). To 
the lax interpretation and custom the question of the Phar- 

1 A man might divorce his wife if she burned his food, in preparing it. 
Cf. Delitzsch's polemical tract, Jesus und Hillel, written against Geiger 
and Kenan. TR. 
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isees (Matt. xix. 3), whether it is allowable to put away one's 
wife Kara Travav amav, relates ; but Jesus not only sets forth 
the more rigorous principle of Shammai, but he even goes 
back of the Mosaic, to the original idea of the connection 
between man and woman (Gen. ii. 24). In Matt. ix. 23; 
Mark v. 38 ; John xi. 19, 31 allusion is made to the Jewish 
Mourning, custom of funereal mourning, yet without furnishing us with 
data for a clear picture of the custom. Illustrations from 
Jewish authors would be, therefore, very welcome. There are 
such illustrations also with regard to the postures of the || 
mourners and the duration of mourning. Matt. I.e. in par- 
ticular is elucidated by Jer. ix. 16 (mourning women niMipB) 
coll. 2 Chron. xxxv. 25, and especially by passages in the 
Talmud (Chetuboth ch. 4 ; halac. 6 ; Bava Mezia ch. 6 ; halac. 
1 in Lightf. ad loc.). That, moreover, among the Greeks and 
Romans similar customs also prevailed the passages cited in 
Wetstein prove (I. 362). John xi. 19, 31 refers to a burden- 
some custom which is confirmed and elucidated by passages 
from the Talmud, cf. Lightf. p. 1070. Thus we see that many 
passages which either might remain unobserved, or which from 
prepossession we should be inclined to regard as unhistorical, 
find their explanation through acquaintance with the Jewish 
customs. 

82. Knowledge of Jewish Doctrines and Opinions, 

Almost more essential still to the understanding of the New |;| 
Testament is the knowledge of Jewish doctrines and opinions j |1 
at the time of Jesus and the Apostles. So far as they rest 
upon the Law and the Prophets, these customs and opinions m 
receive their explanation from the Old Testament, and hence [ : | 
the knowledge of the Old Testament religious ideas is an f|| 
indispensable foundation for the exegesis of the New Testa- jj| 
Mostimpor- ment. The most important helps for acquiring this knowledge H 
tant helps. are . j)^^ Biblische Dogmatik des A. und N. T., 3 Aufl.ji 
1831. L. F. 0. JBaumgarten-Crusius, Grundzuge der bib- |i 
lischen Theologie, 1828. D. Von Colin, Biblische Theologie, Jj 
Bd. I. ed. D. Schulz, 1836. Ewald, History of Israel, es- 
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pecially the Antiquities of the Israelites. S. Lutz, Biblische 
Dogmatik, ed. Riietschi, 1847. Steudel, Vorlesungen iiber die 
Theologie des A.T., ed. Oehler, 1840. Havernick, Vorlesungen 
iiber die Theologie des Alt. Test., ed. Hahn, 1848. Oehler, Artt. 
Jehova, Messias, Prophetenthum, Weissagung, Unsterblichkeit, 
in Herzog's E. E. especially H. Schulz, Alttestamentliche 
Theologie, 2 vols. 1869. On Old Testament prophecy we are 
to compare especially : ffitzig, Der Prophet Jesaja, introduc- 
tion (1833). Knobel, Der Prophetismus der Hebraer, 1837. 
Koster, Die Propheten des A. und N. T., 1838. Hengstenberg, 
Christology of the 0. T. K. A. Auberlen, The Prophet Daniel 
and the Eevelation of John, Hofmann, Weissagung und 
Erfiillung, 1841 and 1844. JSwald, Die Propheten des A. 
Bundes, (Introd.). JBertheau, Die Alttestamentliche Weis- 
sagung von Israels Reichsherrlichkeit, in the Jahrbuchern 
fur deutsche Theologie, 1859. Per contra, Oehler in the Art. 
Weissagung in Herzog. Bleek, Introduction to the O. T. 
Bunsen, God in History, part I. \_Tlioluck, Die Propheten 
und ihre Weissagungen ; R. Payne Smith, Prophecy a Prep- 
aration for Christ]. It is to be borne in mind, that the con- change of 
ceptions, as well as the national relations, of the Jewish people ceptions, 
changed. The contact with the Chaldeans, hostile indeed, but 
still cognate, with Parsaism (whose influence has, to be sure, 
been overestimated); then the ever more antagonistic ex- 
clusiveness with regard to everything heathen, which, however, 
could not always be entirely shunned ; the dividing up of 
Judaism into exclusive Palestinians and Hellenists, into those 
that believed in tradition and ascetics, into deists and mystics ; 
furthermore, the learning and its schools, and finally, the 
pressing in of Greek, especially of Platonic ideas all this 
must affect essentially the religious consciousness of the 
Jewish people. We must know how to transpose ourselves 
into this world of later, but to us so entirely foreign views, in 
order to understand the New Testament in this aspect also. 
The sources of information are, 1) the post-exilian books 
of the Old Testament Canon, 2) the Apocrypha and 
25* 
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Pseudepigraphs, 3) the writings of Philo, and 4), with 
restriction, the Talmud and the Rabbins. For exegetes of the 
New Testament the knowledge of the following ideas and 
Fully devel- conceptions is of especial importance : a) the more 

oiogyintiie thoroughly wrought out doctrine of angels, which is evident 
from many New Testament passages, e.g. Luke i. 19, 26 ; 
Jude 9 ; Rev. vii. f., coll. Dan. xii. 1 ; Tob. v. 4, as also the 
developed belief in Satan and in demons ; for as the Jewish 
theology of that time taught a whole hierarchia coelestis of 
angels under their chief, the archangel Michael (Dan. I.e. ; Rev. 
xii. 7), who, at the same time, is the guardian angel of Israel; 
so there was also according to this theology a hierarchia infer- 
nalis, under BeeAe/3ovA, the apx^v rtov Sai/AoviW, cf. Matt. xii. 24 
on which Lightf . and Wetstein may be compared. On the one 
hand, we find Satan or the Adversary, no longer, as in the Book 
of Job, as a member of the council of God, but, in an almost 
dualistic way, over against God ; on the other hand, there are 
the gods of the heathen that are thought of as existing but as 
evil spirits, as the name Beelzebul (Beelzebub) indicates, and 
1 Cor. viii. 5 coll. x. 19-21 shows more clearly, coll. Deut. xxxii. 

Doctrine of 17 (LXX); Ps. xcv. (Heb. xcvi.) 5 ; Baruch iv. 7. jS) The 
the Logos. \ j' \ / is 

Alexandrine doctrine of the Logos, to which the prologue of 
John immediately, Heb. i. 1-3 and other passages mediately, 
refer. On this cf . Gfrorer's Philo, 1. 1 68 f., also LiicJce's Com- 
mentary on John, Introduction. 1 y) But most important of all 
for the understanding of the New Testament is the insight into 

Messianic the Jewish Messianic expectations, and their relation to Jesus's 

expecta- * 

tions. idea of the Messiah. In the first instance they were based 

upon the Old Testament prophecies, cf. Matt. i. 23 with Isa. 
vii. 14; Matt. ii. 2 with Num. xxiv. 17 ; Matt. ii. 5, 6 with Mic. 
v. 1 ; Matt. ii. 15 with Hos. xi. 1, etc. If in the earlier time 
the Messianic expectation, as far as it was general, was based 
on such passages as Joel iii.; Jer. xxxi. 3134; Isa. xxxv. 5 fE.; 
jd. 1 ff. ; Ix. ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27, etc. ; and, as far as it was 
personal, chiefly upon Mic. v. ; Isa. ix. 1-6 ; xi. 1-10 ; Jer. 
* Cf. also Godet, Meyer, Neander, and Tholuck, Comm. in loc. John. TK. 
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xxiii. 5-8 ; Zech. ix. 9 ; since the oppression under Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and under the influence of the Book of Daniel, a 
change had taken place in this expectation ; that is to say, that 
the Messiih is to be a shoot of David (rras Jer. xxiii. 5 ; Zech. 
| iii. 8 ; vi. 12), and is to go forth from Bethlehem (Matt. ii. 5, 6 ; 
John vii. 42). But, first of all, it was expected that the 
advent of the Messiah would be preceded by a time of great 
calamity (ms n3> or n^ttJJsn *^cn), cf. Dan. xii. 1 ; 4 Ezra ii. 

/ \ T T " ~" * s i y ' 

27 ; xvi. 12. According to Mai. iii. 1 ff . a forerunner of the 
Messiah was expected, and, indeed, iii the person of Elias, but 
in part also in the person of Jeremiah (cf. 2 Mace. ii. 1 ; 4 Ezra 

ii. 1 8 coll. Matt. xvi. 14), or of Isaiah (cf. 4 Ezra ii. 18). On the TWO ideas 

' . on the ap- 

appearance of the Messiah himself two ideas were current : pearance of 
, , , , -rx .,. , , ,. . , .. i -, the Messiah 

the old Davidic and the supernaturalistic or apocalyptic, based 

on Dan. vii. 13, 14, cf. Matt. xvi. 24 ; xxiv. 30, 31 : xxvi. 64; 
4 Ezra xiii. 32. The Messianic salvation was to consist in the 
deliverance of the Israelites from their enemies (coll. Luke i. 
6771 ; Acts i. 6 ; 4 Ezra xii. 34), in the restoration of the 
worship and customs, in the bowing down to the God of Israel 
by all nations (Mic. iv. 1-4 ; Isa. Ix. ; Zech. viii. 20-23), and 
in the remission of the sins of the people (Jer. xxxi. 34 ; Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25 ; Isa. xliv. 3, coll. Matt. i. 21 ; Luke i. 74, 75). 
With this was the resurrection of the dead connected (4 Ezra 
ii. 10-16, 30, 31) ; at the blast of the judgment trumpet they 
shall come forth from the graves (4 Ezra vi. 24, 25 coll. 1 Cor. 
xv. 51, 52 ; 1 Thess, iv. 16). The righteous shall be clothed 
in shining robes and shall partake of the feast of the Lord 
(4 Ezra ii. 37-41 ; Dan. xii. 3, coll. Matt. xiii. 43 ; viii. 11 ; 
Rev. xix. 9). But this kingdom shall last only a thousand 
years, then Satan shall be loosed again ; a war shall be waged 
against the Messiah by the land of Magog (Targ. Jonath. ad 
Nam. xi. 26 coll. Rev. xx. 7-10), but the Messiah shall con- 
quer. Hereupon, amid the sounding of trumpets, follow the 
second resurrection and the judgment (Sepher Ikarim, ch. 31 
fol. 147 ; Beresch. Rabba ad Gen. xlix. 10 ; 4 Ezra xiii. 26). 
All of these ideas were not, however, diffused among the 


296 


SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPRETER. 


All these 
ideas not 
popular. 


Eelation of 
individuals 
to the age. 


The inter- 
preter's 
task. 


people ; many of them may well have been merely the prop- 
erty of the learned. It is a matter of dispute whether there 
was in the Jewish people the belief that the Messiah must 
suffer and die. According to Isa, liii. and Ps. xxii. there 
appears to be no room for doubt ; but, first of all, the explana- 
tion of these passages is itself disputed ; then the consternation 
of the disciples at their Master's death would be inexplicable, 
if the belief that the Messiah must suffer and die had been the 
popular belief. Cf. also Matt. xvi. 22 ; Mark ix. 32, and other 
passages. 

83. Connection of the foregoing with Exegesis. 

These and other investigations that relate to the real ex- 
planation, appear to lie far from the main object of exegesis 
the ascertaining and the reproduction of the sense and the 
spirit of the author. But only a simple consideration is neces- 
sary to correct this appearance, ancl to estimate the necessity 
of this knowledge and its connection with the spirit of the 
author. Every individual, and hence every writer, however 
original and enlightened he may be, belongs at the same time 
to his age and nationality. These two factors form, as it were, 
the maternal ground, from which he has grown, and which he 
can never entirely outgrow. Even the language in which he 
writes is the product of this soil ; not less the ideas and con- 
ceptions in which consciously or unconsciously he moves, the 
customs and relations in which and out of which he has grown 
up. The task of the interpreter, now, is to seize upon these 
relations, customs, and views in their connection with the sense 
and spirit of the author. Only when we can transpose ourselves 
into the relations and moods of him whom we wish to under- 
stand, is a true understanding possible. At the same time the 
other task to ascertain and understand his personal peculiari- 
ties, which indeed never entirely rise above or sink below the 
relations temporal and local, and especially to ascertain and 
to understand the way and manner of his intercourse with 
God is not excluded. The task of the exegete in this respect 
is now, in brief, the following : 1) the general knowledge 
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of 'real* matters, as was remarked above ( 72), is to be 
acquired freely and independently of all special explanation, 
but the exegesis itself has never to take the 'real' explanation, 
or presuppositions that belong to this, as its starting-point. 
The explanation of the parable of the Unjust Steward, e.g., 
has suffered much from the circumstance that men have some- 
times taken as their starting-point certain realistic hypotheses. 
All explanation has rather to take as its starting-point the 
I grammatical and logical sense, and oulj from this to seek the 
'real' understanding of the author, or of the given pas- 

sage. 2) If the sense of a passage is clear in itself, we Neediesshy. 
& ' ,., < i i potheses to 

must beware of trying to touch it up by means or physical be avoided. 

or archaeological hypotheses, as e.g. with the supposition of a 
nocturnal storm just rising in John iii. 8, which, indeed, is 
sufficiently clear from the Hellenistic double meaning of the 
word -n-vevpa. ; or through the supposition of a herd of isheep 
just passing by in the allegory of the Good Shepherd ; or in 
the allegory of the Vine, through the superfluous supposition 
that Jesus with the disciples on the way to Gethsemane had 
just come past a vineyard, or that the wine reminded him of it. 
Such unnecessary employment of realistic hypotheses is not 
only insipid, but also bears witness to the incapacity of the 
exegete to transpose himself into the world of conceptions and 
thoughts of the speaker or writer. 3) On the other hand, Cases in 
unnumbered passages of the Old and New Testaments receive is thrown 
through the more accurate knowledge of the Holy Land and flcult pas- 
people and its history an excellent, and not seldom an unex- ? r eai ' 
pected, light. Thus, many a passage, which to Occidental now e ge * 
soberness and to Northern book-men either escaped observation 
or seemed well-nigh senseless, has become clear and lifelike 
through the knowledge of the Holy Land and the character 
and customs of its inhabitants, as these have been made known 
to us through the noble labors of learned and appreciative 
Palestinian travellers. So also, through the knowledge of the 
historical and the archaeological is an understanding rendered 
possible, through which the grammatical and the logical first 
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Connection receive tone and coloring. 4) But no ' real ' knowledge is 
betweenthe ,... .f , 

'reai'reia- fruitful for exegesis until the interpreter has an insight into 
tions and . , , , , . , , . . 

the spirit of the connection between the ' real relations and the spirit 01 

an author. The Divine Spirit dwelling in the biblical writer 
is always influenced by the national and temporal relations 
and dispositions, and the writer's individuality, nationality, and 
temporal direction is transfigured by the Divine Spirit dwelling 
in him. On the insight into this mutual relation depends the 
right application of the ' real ' knowledge to the explanation 
of the author. 


1 


Exact his- 
tory un- 
kno_wn to 
antiquity. 


c) TJie Influence of the Ideal on the Historical. 

a) Influence of the Religious Popular Spirit on the Historical 

Representation. 

84. Character of Oriental Historiography. 

He that should seek in the biblical historians exact history, 
as it is called, would find himself disappointed. To antiquity 
such historiography as we now demand was, in general, little 
known. Neither Herodotus, nor Thueydides, nor Xenophon, 
neither Livy nor Tacitus, give " exact " history. With the 
Oriental writers especially, what we call critical-historical 
investigation is scarcely in its beginnings. An employment of 
sources, indeed, naturally found place, and we are often put in 
the position to cast a look into these. The author of the Books 
of Kings drew from the public annals of the kings of Israel 
and Judah ; other sources were the monuments, popular songs, 
or collections of songs (cf. Josh. x. 13 and 2 Sam. i. 18, also 
Num. xxi. 14), furthermore, genealogical registers, but par- 
ticularly oral tradition. This contains, it is true, information 
with reference to actual events, but information that has 
already passed through the more or less accurate remembrance, 
and through the phantasy of the people. In general, in hoary 
antiquity, or, if the popular spirit is unusually moved through 
great occurrences, even later, poetically colored legends and 
history can be distinguished by no means strictly. As a rule 
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there was no critical sifting and working over of the materials 
according to the various sources. If about one and the same 
fact two or more different traditions were in vogue, as, e.g. 
about the changing of Jacob's name (Gen. xxxii. 28 and xxxv. 
10), about the birth and childhood of Jesus (Matt, ii. and Luke 
ii.), it might happen either that the historians only knew of 
the one, and reproduced this one, as, e.g. Matthew alone speaks 
of the magi, and Luke alone of the shepherds of Bethlehem ; 
or that they knew both and (without harmonizing them) 
reproduced both (cf. Gen. I.e.; Luke i. 26-38, coll. iii. 23 f.). 1 
But the religious popular spirit has exercised an influence not 
only on the sources themselves, but also on the elaboration of 
the same. Hence in the biblical historiography we are to 
distinguish, 1) the transmitted and given material, and 
2) the religious pragmatism. In the Old Testament this Religions 

t")I*Hf? IT18.tisiH 

pragmatism is theocratic, and this not only in the sense that 

the religious and the national were identified, but also in the 

sense that not so much man as God is the acting person. The God the act. 

national theocratic pragmatism, through which the given ins pers 

material is more or less modified, is found in by no means an 

equal degree in all the historical books of the Bible ; in the 

four last Books of the Pentateuch and in the Book of Joshua 

more than in Genesis ; in the Books of Bangs more than hi 

the Book of Judges and in the Books of Samuel, etc. We 

meet it also now in a purer, now in a less pure form ; the 

latter, either so that the theocratic dominates at the expense 

of the historical or at the expense of the moral, or so that the 

theocratical has begun to petrify into the hierarchical, as in the 

Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles ; or finally, so that 

the religious has passed entirely into the national, as in the 

Book of Esther. More important still is the other side of the immediate 

biblical pragmatism, viz. the immediate derivation of all things of aiuhhiga 

from God, the one exalted above all creatures, the almighty rom 

1 For explanations of the phenomena discussed, more in harmony with 
the usual view of inspiration, see on the passage in Genesis Delitzsck, 
Comm. ; on the passages in the Gospels Godet and Lange, Cornm, TB. 
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Creator, the just and holy King and Lord of his people and 

kingdom, the compassionate Leader and Saviour of his own, 

and the referring of all things to him as the highest and only 

good (see, among many passages, Ps. xxiii. ; Ixiii. ; Ixxiii. 25, 26 ; 

xci. et al.), and the One to whom all honor is due (cf. Isa. xlii. 8 ; 

xlviii. 9 ; Ps. xxiii. 4 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 22 et al.). From this theo- 

cratic point of view, and not simply and solely from ignorance of 

the laws of nature, are the miraculous accounts to be explained. 

Miracles. The miracle is to the biblical writers an event in which the 

judging or saving power of God is revealed in an extraordinary 

way " the hand, the outstretched arm, of the Lord," " some- 

thing new which God brings about in the world " (cf. Tsa. xlii. 

9 ; xliii. 19 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 26, coll. the Kawr) /m'cris 2 Cor. v. 17). 

Our distinction of natural and supernatural was, in a great 

measure, foreign to the biblical writers ; to them everything 

was supernatural in which the power of God impressed itself 

upon their consciousness ; a miracle was to them everything 

in which the salvation of God was revealed to them. Hence 

Jesus adduces among the divine signs by which it might be 

known that the Son of Man had come, also, and not least 

of all, the preaching of the gospel to the poor (Luke vii. 22 ; 

iv. 18). This religious pragmatism underwent in the post- 

pxilian and ante-Christian period more than one change ; in 

part it was altered through the fact that God's matters were 

identified with the priestly and Levitical interest, in part it 

.degenerated into the legendary (beginning in the Book of Daniel, 

culminating in the Book of Tobias) ; in part, lastly, it was lost 

in the national (1 and 2 Mace.), and historiography drew near 

to the so-called profane. Through the appearance of Christ, 

the religious spirit, and with it the religio-poetical legend, as 

well as the religious pragmatism was again powerfully 


Chris- awakened ; only in the place of the general theocratic idea the 
Jeratic idea, special theocratic idea came in, by virtue of which it is, on the 
one hand, the concrete spirit of Christ from which all saving 
influences proceed ; on the other hand not a whole nation, but 
only the elect believers put of the same, nor the believers 
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merely of one people, but of all kinds of people, are the special 
object of the redeeming and saving God. This is the point 
of view from which the biblical, and in particular the New 
Testament, history is to be considered and explained. 1 

85. Legendary Element in the W.T. 

That there is also a legendary element in the New Testament 
comes of the fact that the Christian spirit, even in the writing 
of history is not merely receptive but also productive. The Criteria, 
question arises, to be sure, as to the criteria by which an 
account may be known to be legendary. Since between legend 
and history there are an infinite number of gradations, and the 
religious phantasy can run through the whole scale from the 
greatest possible activity to perfect tranquillity, we can rarely 
determine with absolute certainty what is legendary and what 
is purely historical. But this must, once for all, be observed 
that the spirit which produces fables and legends, or that 
embellishes the historical in a poetical and legendary way, is 
itself a fact, and testifies mediately to the facts by which it has 
been awakened. Still more, we may suppose, as a rule, that 
the historian, even when he relates what is improbable, means 
to narrate the historical. From this presupposition the exegete 
is to proceed, and as long as it is practicable, is to suppose at 
least, a historical basis ; he is not to pronounce at once the 
improbable to be impossible ; he is rather to seek to reconcile 
the contradictions. But he is not to seek to remove the con- 
tradictions at all hazards, or to palliate the improbabilities ; 
since it does not follow from the fact that the author meant 
to tell the truth, that he could tell it. Although the limits 
between legend and history are often hard to be drawn, and 
not least of all in the biblical history, yet there are certain 
characteristics by which, with great probability at least, a nar- 
ration may be recognized as fabulous or legendary. 1) The Deviation 
surest criterion would be, if on one and the same event, side tiientfcatei 
by side with the traditional we had still an authentic account, account - 
the deviation of that from this. But for this there is in the 

1 The reader must be careful here to pick out the grains of truth. TR. 
26 
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New Testament only a single sure example at our command 
viz. Acts ix. 29 f. coll. Gal. i. 16-19. Other instances are 
uncertain, as, e.g. Acts xv. coll. Gal. ii. 1-1 0. 1 Still less is 
this criterion applicable to the gospel narratives, where, 
indeed, one and the same fact is narrated by two, three, or even 
four Evangelists, of whom, however, no one is to be regarded 
with certainty as an eye-witness. But from the one certain 
example, now, it is clear that the reporter of Acts ix. knew, 
indeed, that Paul journeyed to Jerusalem some time after his 
conversion, but that probably on the authority of his informer, 
or of tradition he erroneously makes Paul to journey to 
Jerusalem, and to associate with all the Apostles soon after 
his conversion, and immediately from Damascus (against which 
Gal. i. 19). 2) But a comparison may be instituted be- 
tween parallel accounts even if no one of them rests upon 
The more immediate eye-witness. In this case we will not err if we 

embellished -,,-,,-, .-,-,..,, 

of two par- regard the more embellished account, especially if it borders 
counts more on the miraculous, as the more legendary, and the simpler and 

likely to be . ., i ^ i -n i -r ^ 

legendary, more unassuming as the more historical. Jiixamples are, Luke 
iii. 22 (coll. Matt. iii. 16) ; Luke xxii. 43, 44 (coll. Matt. xxvi. 
37 f. ; Mark xiv. 34) ; cf. also Luke vii. 2-10 (coll. Matt. viii. 
510). The account of the speaking with tongues on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts ii. 411) may also be compared with Paul's 
declaration with reference to yXwa-a-ats AoAeu/ (1 Cor. xiv.). 2 
according to which latter the speaking with tongues is not a 
miraculous speaking in foreign languages, but an ecstatic and 

Cases that to others unintelligible praying. 3) But it happens very 

special frequently that such a comparison either leads to no result, 
difficulty. , -,-,,, 

because the various accounts are not related to each other as 

the simpler or more original and the derived and more embel- 
lished, or because, in general, no comparison at all is possible. 
Indices. In such cases the following indices of the legendary are the 

1 See, per contra, Hackett, on the passages in Acts ; and Lightfoot, on 
the passage in Galatians. TK. 

2 There is no necessity for supposing that the phenomena of the Pente- 
costal "speaking with tongues" were identical with those mentioned l>y 
Paul. TK. 
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surest : a) multiplied revelations in dreams ; we say " mul- 
tiplied " ! since it is not to be denied that especially with plain 
men who have not yet quite outgrown the life of nature, or in 
certain important moments, apocalyptic dreams may occur ; 
but a multiplication of these, as in Matt. i. and ii., indicates a 
legend. /3) Angelic apparitions. As the idea of angels 
belongs to the childlike, poetical form of the religious conscious- 
ness, so a narrative embellished with angelic apparitions is to 
be put to the account of the involuntarily poeticizing legend, as, 
e.g. Luke ii. 8 ff. Angelic apparitions also, as a rule, disappear 
in proportion as the traditional account passes over into the 
authentic. The Acts of the Apostles is an instructive proof of 
this. y) Miracles are a sure sign of a fabulous or legendary 
narrative. Miracles are distinguished from wonders, 1 by the 
circumstance that the religious element recedes while the 
strange, unnatural becomes prominent. Yet there are transi- 
tions. The Scriptures themselves are not entirely free from 
miracles ; we call attention to only 2 Kings xiii. 21 and Matt, 
xvii. 27. S) Furthermore also, the narratives or features 
are to be attributed to legendary development, which even 
if something historical lies at the basis betrays itself as 
formed after a prophecy or typical account in the Old Testa- 
ment, as Matt. ii. 13-15 coll. Hos. xi. 1 ; Matt. ii. 16-18 coll. 
Jer. xxxi. 15 ; or, if of several parallel representations the one 
is more like an Old Testament type, as e.g. Matt, xxvii. 34 
coll. Mark xv. 23, in such case that representation which is 
most unlike its type is to be regarded as the more historical. ) 
Finally, such accounts have suffered the influence of the legend, 
as are pre-eminent for contradictions and obscurities. (Con- 
tradictions, especially in the history of the Resurrection ; 
obscurity, e.g. in the history of the Transfiguration, most of all 
in Luke). 2 

1 We have usually rendered " Wander " by the English word " miracle." 
The word "Mirakel" has a bad sense which does not attach to the Eng- 
lish word. For a good classification of phenomena of this sort see Trench 
on Miracles. TE. 

2 If it were a made-out case that the New Testament has a legendary 
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86. Explanation of Miracles. 

The explanation of miracles (Wunder) belongs also to th 
province of the historical interpretation. For general observa- 
tions we refer to what has been said in 84. Here the various 

The Ortho- methods of explaining miracles are to be tested. a) The 

ationf P Orthodox explanation accepts the miraculous accounts, as they 
are given, as wonderful (supernatural) as well as as historical 
events. It is in so far in the right as the sacred authors mean 
to recount the miraculous as having happened, and what has 
happened as miraculous, and exegesis, conceived in its narrow 
and strict sense, has no other task than to explain the sense 
and the thoughts of the author as they are given. Accord- 
ingly it does not, in fact, seem to be allowable to the exegete 
to conceive of a miraculous account otherwise than as the author 
gives it. But the interpreter of historical writings is, eo ipso, 
also a historical investigator, and has, as such, the task to in- 
quire, how the account lying before him is related to the fact 
itself. This applies to all historical narratives, not to the 
miraculous narratives alone ; but these, of course, are not ex- 

The natural eluded from such investigation, ft) The natural explanation. 

txp ana ion ipy^ DOWj accepts as its task just the clearing up of the rela- 
tion of the reporter to the facts. It proceeds from the not 
incorrect assumption that a discrimination must be made 
between the pure facts and the conception of the witnesses or 
reporters. Since, now, belief in the miraculous was character- 
I istic of that time, and men were accordingly inclined to regard as 

supernatural facts that transcended their power of conception, 
it is according to this assumption th,e work of the interpreter 
to separate everything miraculous or supernatural, and to put it 
to the account of the reporter or of the first witnesses. Hence 
the natural explanation proceeds partly from the assumption that, 
in general, there can be nothing miraculous, partly from the other 
assumption, that the fact, even though related from the stand- 
element the classification in the text might be of value. But after all the *' 
acuteness that has been employed by Baur and his followers to put the 
matter beyond doubt, many learned men refuse to be convinced. TR. 
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point of the reporter, is yet related so precisely that the pure 
fact may be separated with certainty from its husk. The fact, 
then, is commonly shown to be an altogether ordinary and 
trivial occurrence, in which the only miracle is that it could 

have been regarded as a miracle. 7) The mystical explan- The mystfc 

..,.., calexpla- 

ation has this in common with the natural, that it also recog- nation. 

nizes only a mediate influence of God on the world of nature 
and of man, but this mediation is brought about through hidden 
and secret powers, through animal magnetism, through the 
polarity of natural forces, through the mysterious connection 
between spirit and nature. Thus the mystical explanation 
thinks to free the biblical miracle from its unnatural tang, 
and at the same time to save it as mystery. The judgment of 
this method need in no case be influenced by the fact that in 
this the Orthodox see a concession to Rationalism, and the 
Rationalists a concession to Orthodoxy, but both parties see an 
incompleteness in it. Not the relation of an explanation to 
the parties just dominant, but simply and alone its relation 
to the sense of the author and to the facts should here deter- 
mine our judgment. Now many mystical explanations, as, e.g. 
the explanation of the miracle at Cana (and the miraculous 
feeding), in favor since Augustine, are certainly entire failures ; 
but some cures, as those through the laying on of hands, through 
active and passive touching, appear susceptible of explanation 
from magnetic powers. In any case it must be granted that 
there are " mystical phenomena in nature," which the common 
human understanding can neither explain nor believe. Yet 
the mystical explanation, even in the most favorable cases, is 
insufficient, so much the less as, according to Matthew, most of 
the miraculous healings were accomplished not through contact, 
but through the mere word. 8) The mythical explanation. The mythr 
This finds its support in the fact that it has exposed the in- ation. 
sufficient and the fallacious in the other explanations, in partic- 
ular of the natural. It is further supported by the fact that it 
recognizes the importance and the influence of the religious 
legend, and has consistently carried out this view. That the fun- 
20* 
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damental facts of Christianity were for a long time propagated 
through oral tradition, that this was pervaded by religious 
phantasy and received manifold embellishments, that it belongs 
to the essence of pious phantasy to regard the facts as miracu- 
lous, and as having taken place through the immediate dis- 
pensation of God, with regard to these things at the present 
day there can be no reasonable doubt. 1 But the mythical ex- 
planation errs in that it does not properly distinguish between 
historical facts which are only modified and embellished through 
the legend, and myths or legends which are according to their 
very essence embodiments of the ideal, in general, products of 
the religious phantasy. Particularly has it gone much too far 
in the derivation of New Testament narratives from Old 
Testament ideas and types, as the forced nature of so many of 
Strauss's explanations of miracles sufficiently proves. With 
reference to these various explanations of miracles it must rather 
be said, that the biblical miracles are too heterogeneous, for one 
No one method of explanation to be applicable to them all. We call 
plicabie to attention only to the passage of the Israelites through the Red 
Sea, which is represented as a miracle of God, and yet as ren- 
dered possible by a strong east wind (Ex. xiv. 13 coll. 21); to the 
standing still of the sun at Gibeon, which is expressly borrowed 
from a poetical book, the Book of the Upright (Josh. x. 14); to 
the highly embellished account of the ascension of the prophet 
Elijah (2 Kings ii.) ; further, to the casting out of demons on 
the part of Jesus, which are in part explicable psychologically 
(cf. esp. Mark i. 21-28) ; to the cures, in which the faith of 
those concerned comes into consideration as a recipient factor 
(cf. esp. Mark v. 25-34) ; and the cases in which no miraculous 
healing could take place on account of the lack of faith (Mark 
vi. 5). We may, further, distinguish the cures through touch 
(Mark i. 41 ; v. 27) ; through spittle and other manipulations 
(Mark vii. 33 f. ; John ix. 6) ; and the cures performed at a 
distance (Matt. viii. 5-13 ; xv. 22-28). Of special difficulty 

1 Yet many who have some claim to be regarded as " reasonable " men 
do doubt them. Tu. 
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1 are the awakenings from the dead; yet here we find the 
peculiar circumstance that the greatest miraculous awakening 

5 seems to have been entirely unknown to the three synoptists, 

' and that the two first Evangelists only know of one case (Matt. 

', ix. 23-25 ; Mark v. 35-42), which Jesus himself did not regard 
ri as an awakening of a dead person (cf. Matt. ix. 24 ; Mark v. 
39). 1 Furthermore, the miraculous influences on unconscious 
nature are a source of difficulty, as in the stilling of the tempest, 
in the miraculous feeding, etc. From these examples it is 
clear, 1) that neither in the Old Testament nor in the New accounts'" 

' ' . that admit 

are miraculous accounts wanting that admit of a natural ex- O f natural 

, , i if- explanation 

planation. This is the case, either when the reporter himseli 
gives an intimation in the miracle that some means have been 
employed, or when an effect that was inexplicable at that time, 
is explicable according to our insight into physics and anthro- 
pology. Only we are not to forget that if the Evangelists, 
e.g. mention means which Jesus employed, these were either 
symbolical, or in general insufficient to have produced the given 
effect in a natural way ; and if the matter is explicable psycho- 
logically, yet an unusual spiritual power on the part of Jesus 
, must always be supposed. In any case, if a New Testament 
,1 miracle is to be explained naturally, the hiatus between the 
, cause and effect must be filled up through a supposed medium. 
; 2) The mystical explanation may be here and there applicable The mysti- 
i5 and, e.g. the healing power of Jesus may have been mediated atton X sorae 
'? through magnetism ; only no other than a moderate and con- cable. 
,1 siderate use can be made of this explanation, if we would not 
"^ lose ourselves in untenable hypotheses. That the laying on 
^ of hands, and indeed the touch, of certain persons under certain 
1 circumstances may produce cures is attested through credible 
" ! examples, and that a special power of this kind dwelt in 
Jesus, which, however, could produce its full effect only under 

1 For reasons why the synoptists, though they may have known of the 
raising of Lazarus, should have failed to mention the event, see Godet, 
Tholuck, and Luthardt, Com. in loc. John. To" lay stress on Jesus's ex- 
pression, at the raising of the daughter of Jairus, " the maid is not dead, 
but sleepeth" seems, to say the least, unscientific. TR. 
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the condition of the subjective factor, faith, seems to be beyond 
doubt. But to extend the mystical application farther is haz- 
The mythi- ardous and arbitrary. 3) The mythical explanation is appli- 
atior^when cable in many cases, as when a miraculous account is explicable 
app ica e. gj^gj, f rom fa e religio-poetical conception and its involuntary 
translation from poesy into the prose of actual history, or from 
the legend's receiving continual additions ; or finally, from the 
There involuntary embodiment of an idea. But even although the 
mainsVnora best method may have been applied, there usually remains yet 
tque ' an irrational residuum or a non liquet, whether it be that the 
narrative gives no clear insight into the connection of events, 
or that the historical nature of the event is disputed ; or in 
general, that the narrative defies all explanation, as the awak- 
enings of the dead. The interpreter is to apply, indeed, all 
media of explanation sanctioned by science, he is also not to 
despair of the possibility of an explanation ; but he is also to be 
modest and truth-loving enough to confess his ignorance. 1 

/2) Influence of the Individual Spirit of the Author on the 
Historical Representation. 

87. Idiosyncracies of Biblical Writers. 

That by no means all the peculiarities of the biblical nar- 
ration are to be laid to the account of tradition and the religious 
spirit, but many of them to the individuality of the authors, is 
certain. But what is to be ascribed to that and what to this, 
it is in many cases impossible to determine with certainty. 
Are there criteria by which we may decide with probability 
that a given feature is the product not of tradition (oral or 
written), but of the individual thoughts of the author? Un- 
Criteria for doubtedly so. The surest criteria may be the following: 
mination of 1) The combining of two different accounts, as Luke iii. 23, 
thoughts of of the genealogy, the object of which is to show the Davidic 
descent of Jesus, and the supernatural conception through the 

1 Is it not probable, that after the "natural," the "mystical" and the 
" mythical " explanations have " had their day, and ceased to be," the so 
called " Orthodox" explanation will maintain its place? TK. 
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observation (u>v mos) o>s ej/o/xt^ero TOV 'Ici>cr>7<, etc. Another 
case in point is where Mark combines the (probably genuine) 
account, that the question to Jesus with regard to fasting pro- 
ceeded from the disciples of John (Matt. ix. 14), and the other 
account which puts the question in the mouth of the Pharisees 
(Luke v. 33). 2) Elucidations, as Mark vii. 3, 4 (on the 
Jewish purificatory rites), also Luke vi. 13, ovs /cat a7rocrroA.ous 
6i/uy/,ao-ev, et al. 3) Illustration and broad circumstantiality 
of narration, as Mark i. 32, 35 ; ii. 4; iii. 5; viii. 14; xi. 16, 
etc. 4) But that in particular is to be reckoned to the 
account of the author himself which indicates a special in- 
tention. This may appear even in minute features ; cf. Luke 
xi. 33 with Matt. v. 15. If Matthew has without doubt the 
more original in the words "... it lighteth all that are in 
the house," which points to the house of the theocracy in 
which the disciples are to shine as the light of the world, 
the corresponding passage in Luke refers in the words "... in 
order that those entering in may see the light," to the entrance 
of those that are without (the heathen) into the theocracy. 
Cf. further, Luke xiii. 26 with Matt. vii. 22. Matthew has 
the words of Jesus thus : "... Many will say to me in that 
day. Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, and in 
thy name have cast out demons, and in thy name performed 
many works of power ? " According to Luke the words run : 
"... Then shall ye begin to say, we have eaten and drunk in 
thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets." In both 
places stands the rebuffing answer of the Lord. In Luke, 
therefore, the implication is that the fact of having witnessed 
the words and deeds of the Lord, and of having enjoyed 
external communion with him, furnishes no valid claim for 
acceptance into the kingdom of Christ, cf. 2 Cor. v. 16; in 
Matthew, on the other hand, that the performance of great 
works of power in the name of Jesus does not entitle one to 
such acceptance. Clearer and more evidencing than such 
seemingly undesigned features are, the glorious prominence 
given to the Samaritans, Luke x. 33 ff. ; xvii. 16; the accept- 
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ance of publicans and sinners on the part of Jesus, IJuke vii. 
37 ff. ; xv. ; xviii. 10-14, et al. Yet of these we shall speak in 
the following section. 

5. The Ascertaining of the Object and the Intention 
of an Entire Writing. 

88. The True Stand-point. 

The ascertaining of the intention of a writing is the highest, 
but in part also the most difficult, task of exegesis. It is most 
intimately connected with the logical explanation, and is itself 
essentially a logical operation. But, at the same time, it pre- 
supposes the historical explanation, and is itself a historical 
investigation. The object of a writing, that is to say, is to be 
learned from its occasion, which in turn is conditioned through 
the nature of the readers. Not less is the intention of a 
writing conditioned through the individuality, nationality, and 
temporal setting of the author. 

Views of As regards the object of a writing, the older interpreters, 
preters. led by the conviction that the Bible, as a whole as well as in 
its individual parts, is the word of God, and that its authors 
were inspired, thought of nothing else under this object than 
divine and particularly dogmatic teaching. They went so far, 
indeed, as to regard the question as to the occasion and object 
of a biblical writing as inadmissible, because this degraded the 
divine writing to the compass of merely human motives. 
What has been said already (cf. I, 37 f.) was meant to show 
Modern the one-sidedness of this stand-point. The more modern inter- 
view. pretation which plants itself on the historical stand-point, views 
every writing, sacred or profane, chiefly with reference to its 
intention and object. This stand-point is in so far entirely 
correct, as 1) one submits himself in this to the guidance 
of an unbiased exegesis, and as 2) one does not end in 
"Tenden- "tendency." " Tendency " differs from " intention " thus : the 

* 


cv " 

" inten- latter designates the direction of the author to an object in 
general; the former the direction of the author to a personal 
or partisan object. The posibility of such is, in general, 
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always to be granted, but to assume beforehand the reality 

thereof is allowable neither to the exegete nor to the historian. 

On the other hand, the assumption of an intention, which the 

author has had in the production of his writing is not only 

allowable but, especially in doctrinal writing, necessary, and 

the searching for the same is an essential task of the exegete. 

| Yet we do not mean to say that every writing must have a 

I single or special object, or that the exegete is under obligation 

I to impose such an object on the author. This could often be 

j| done only by violence and by the application of categories 

| which would be foreign to the author. Thus it would be 

| altogether unjustifiable to try to subtilize out a single object or 

I fundamental thought in 1 Corinthians, or to suppose that 

because Luke and John specify an object of their Gospels, 

Mark, e.g., must also have such an object. Tet, in most cases, 

'{ there is an intention, and the searching for this is justified. 

3 89, Method of ascertaining the Intention. 

I How now is the intention of a writing to be ascertained ? 

I 1) It must be seen, first of all, whether the author himself has Author's 
' ! \ . ,.., explanation 

I explained himself on this matter ; such an explanation is to be 

'I sought in the prooemium or in the conclusion of his writing. 
Such an explanation, if there be one, we are to take as our 
starting-point. But what if there is none? In most cases, 
therefore, this investigation is insufficient, whether it be that 
the author has not expressed himself with reference to his 
object, or that his explanation informs us, indeed, in a general 
way, what he wished to accomplish by his writing, but not why 
he wrote precisely thus. 2) The parenetical part of his Farenetieal 
writing is still, therefore, especially to be observed, inasmuch 
as the exhortations which the author gives to his readers must 
refer to the special circumstances of the latter, to the occasion 
of his writing. An inference must, therefore, be made from 
the contents of the exhortations to the religious condition, or 
to the need of the readers. Yet this road does not always 
lead to a beneficial end, since frequently the parenesis is not 
always clear enough as to its intention to build a conclusion 
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upon with regard to the readers, and from this with regard to 
Comparison the obiect of the writing ; in such cases it is necessary 3) to 

oftheprin- J , ,. . . & . . _ , . . ., , 

cipai part compare the didactic or 'principal part of the writing with tk 
with the . m * -i i i 

parenesis. parenesis. lo this end we must observe carefully what point 

the author specially emphasizes or makes prominent; and 
thereupon find out how the author's doctrine and exhortation 
are related to each other. The more patent the connection 
between doctrine and exhortation is, the more assured is the 
conclusion with reference to the intention of the writing in 
question. But if by these means a very probable object has 
been arrived at, the interpreter should not even then go to rest 
as if it were an entirely settled matter, but this result must 
Organism now be further confirmed through the organism of thought of 
the whole. But this must not be found by dissecting the 
writing according to a dogmatic or logical scheme, and then 
subjecting the single parts as well as we can to these categories. 
Stockmeyer has well said (Die Structur des ersten Johannes- 
briefs, Basel 1873) : " Sections may be made in the greatest 
variety of ways, and a reason may always be given why one is 
made just here ; it must be shown how within a section the 
thoughts move about a definite axis, and form around it a 
transparent crystal. It amounts to nothing to show a connec- 
tion from verse to verse, and where there is none to feign it. 
Rather where the connection breaks off this must be proved ; 
but it must be shown that it here ceases because something 
new begins." Not until the previously discovered object is 
confirmed by the structure of the whole, is it to be regarded as 
entirely assured. 

a) The Intention of Doctrinal Writings. 

9O. Intention of the Epistle to the Romans. 

It is obvious that it is chiefly the doctrinal writings, that is 
to say the Epistles of the New Testament, that will exhibit 
an object of the authors. By way of showing forth the 
application of the rules that have been given we adduce, first 
of all, as a substratum of this proof, the Epistle to the Romans ; 


INTENTION OF DOCTBINAL WRITINGS. 313 

partly on account of its importance, partly because it has long 
3een an object of the profoundest investigations. We mention 

there only the labors of Baur and Mangold. 1) The first Haa the 
I .n i TT i A i 7 i if i Apostle ex- 

fquestion then will be. Has the Apostle expressed himselt with pressed his 

Irefereuce to the object and intention of this Epistle, or at least, 
indicated the object and intention ? This must appear in the 
Uprooemiuin. The prooemium concludes, after the Apostle has 
Ifspoken of his desire to see the Roman Christians, and of his 
I Gentile Apostolate, with the very important words: I am not 
,fashamed of the Gospel, for it is a power of God to every one 
;|that believeth in it, to the Jew first of all, and also to the 
(Greek, for the righteousness of God (Genit. auctoris) is 
-revealed therein, etc. Hence "the Gospel is a power of God 

**s 

for both the grand divisions of the human race, because it is 
the revelation of justification by faith," or to express it briefly : 
the universalism of the Gospel of justification by faith. This 
seems, in fact, to be intended as the theme of his Epistle. 2) 
Does the parenetic part in which the Apostle must make special Does the 
preference to the condition and nature of his readers agree with agree with 
, this ? and does he perhaps otherwise indicate the kind and g^n | x P res " 
, nature of his readers ? Is the Roman community to be thought 
of as made up of Gentile or of Jewish Christians ? The latter, 
as is well-known, Baur has sought on weighty, though not to 
be sure on exegetical, grounds to prove. What does the 
Epistle itself say about it? Not a few passages certainly 
apply to men of Jewish nativity. It is worthy of observation, 
first of all, that Paul in the part in which he discourses of the 
siufulness of Gentiles and Jews speaks of the former only in 
the third person (i. 18ff. ; ii. 14-16), while he speaks of the 
Jews in the second person (ii., esp. vs. 1, 3f., 17f.), and where 
i he discusses the question as to the advantage of the Jews, in 
the first person (iii. 9), with which may be compared iv. 1 (TOV 
n-arepa rjftMnv 'A/3p.). So also vii. 1 has Jews in view. The 
passionate beginning (ix. 1-5) seems better motived if the 
Apostle has Jewish Christian readers in mind. But the follow- 
ing passages are decisive for Gentile Christian readers : i. 5, 6. 
27 
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. . . i.v Tracnv rots e^vecnv, ... ev ols eore teal v/xet?. . . . , VS. 13: 
ira rtva KapTrov cr^w Kai ei/ v/uv /ca0ws /cat / rots Aot7ro6s Wvecnv ; 
xi. 13 : v/uj' yap Aeyai rots Wvzaiv. . . . ; especially xi. 1724 and 
vs. 25 : " I will not leave you in ignorance, . . . with regard to 
this mystery, in order that ye may not be wise in your own con- 
ceit, that a blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fulness of the Gentiles shall have come in," etc. The Apostle 
speaks thus, prevailingly at least, to Gentile Christians, yet he 
likewise has in view Jewish Christians, and to the Gentile 
Christians he speaks chiefly with reference to the Jewish Chris- 
tians (cf. esp. ch. xi., also ch. xiv.), to the Jewish Christians 
with reference to the Gentile Christians (cf. ii. 1, 14-16. 25; 
iii. 2931). The Apostle, therefore, undoubtedly presupposes 
a mixed community, yet a mixed community in which the basis 
is Gentile Christian. That between the two parts there was 
not wanting variance and collision is indisputably clear from 
xi. 17-24 and xiv. If we hold to this view, we understand 
also, why the Apostle in his parenetical part makes prominent 
those Christian duties that relate to mutual modesty and peace- 
ableness (xii. 3 f., 9-21), to the indulgence of the conscience 
and the convictions of others (xiv.). Also, the inculcation of 
duties towards Gentile magistracy (xiii. 1-7) belongs just here, 
in as far as subjection to human authority, which is at the same 
time a divinely ordained authority, is likewise the part of Chris- 
tian moderation and love, which for conscience sake and from 
the heart give to every one his own. How, now, is what we 
have said with reference to the nature of the readers and with 
reference to the drift of the parenetic part related to the theme 
of the Epistle (i. 16, 17) ? As in the theme the universalism 
of the Gospel and the equality of Jews and Gentiles supposed 
therein has been laid down as a proposition, so in chapters xii. ' 
xiv. the duties that result from this proposition are brought 
home to the hearts of the Eoman Christians mutual forbear- 
it ow is the ance, love, and esteem. 3) How, now, is the doctrinal part 
[!art related related as well to the theme as to the parenetic part ? With- 
anesla? par " ou ^ g om g more particularly into the course of thought, it is to 
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be observed, as is generally acknowledged, that in chapters i. 
an 1 ii. is exhibited the sinf ulness of Gentiles and Jews, and in 
the conclusion of chapter iii., the universal sinfulness, which 
renders a legal justification impossible, and only justification of 
grace through faith possible. After, then, in chapter iv. it is 
proved that this justification through faith is taught already in 
1 the Old Testament, the blessing of this justification through 
faith is exhibited and a false practical consequence warded 
off (vi.). Finally, in chapter vii. the impossibility of justifi- 
cation through the law is shown from the religious experience, 
and in chapter viii., likewise, from the religious experience the 
reality and the glory of justification of grace is shown. In this 
part (i.-viii.) everything, therefore, moves around the jus- 
tification of Jews and Gentiles through faith, and the elabora- 
tion of the theme is unmistakably accomplished chiefly from 
the side of the relation of these to God. The relation 
of Jews and Gentiles to each other, as it forms in particular 
the contents of the parenetic part is no longer prominent. 
What, now, is to be said of the second principal part (ix.-xi.) ? 
According to the older view it is a mere appendix ; according to 
Baur it contains just the principal matter. It is undisputed, 
that Paul here treats the question, how it is to be explained 
that the chosen people, the Jews, seem excluded from the 
Messianic salvation. The Apostle comes to the conclusion 
a) that a remnant of the people of Israel is yet favored, and 
/?) the calling of the Gentiles is only a means to the general 
favoring of Israel, and hence of humanity. This result shows 
that the unconditioned grace, as Paul proclaims it, is also 
universal grace, and this, in turn, confirms the theme laid down 
in i. 16, 17; and treating, as it does, of the removal of the 
opposition between Jews and Gentiles, between those under 
the law and those without the law, the result of chapters 
ix.-xi. stands also in connection with the intention of the 
parenetic part. Everything, accordingly, seems to conspire 
with the view that the fundamental thought of the Epistle is 
the universality of _ the Gospel of justification through faith. 
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Organism This, however, must still be confirmed 4) through the 
thoughts, organism of the thoughts. This can be here given only with 
the greatest possible brevity. God's righteousness through faith 
for all ('lovSato) re Trpwrov KOI "EAA^vi), this is the thought of 
the theme which concludes the prooemium and leads to the 
discussion. This thought, now, is first of all established e 
contrario (vs. 18ff. yap) through the fact of the unrighteous- 
ness of men ; first of all of the Gentiles, whose sensualizing of 
the original revelations of God has led to all sins and unnatural 
lusts. But the Jews also, though not without the law and 
the correct idea of God, belie their better knowledge through 
their action; and the former cannot justify them where the 
latter is wanting. The Jews, indeed, have a great advantage, 
which as a truth of God cannot be destroyed by the falsehood 
of men; yet this advantage is by no means such that we 
(Jews) can make it a matter of self-congratulation, forasmuch 
as Jews as well as Gentiles, nay, all, are under the power 
of sin (iii. 9), and through the law no man can be justified, 
because the law only makes men conscious of sins, but cannot 
remove them. To this universalism of sin (iii. 23) is now 
opposed the universalism of grace (vs. 24 ff.), and hence justi- 
fication by faith (vs. 28). But where justification by faith 
comes in there the opposition between Jews and Gentiles is 
removed (vs. 29, 30). Here ends the first unfolding, based on 
the fact of the universal sinfulness. But the proposition of 
justification by faith may find support, indeed, in the Old 
Testament, and is confirmed through the example of Abraham, 
who was justified through faith, and together with his seed, viz. 
those related to him through faith, has become partaker of the 
promise ; a pattern for all who believe as Abraham. After, 
now, justification has been represented as necessary, it is rep- 
resented in chapter v. f. as exceedingly beneficent. This bless- 
ing consists first of all in peace with God and in everything 
that depends on this, particularly in the consciousness of 
victory, which is expressed in an argumentum a minori ad 
majus : " if justified as sinners: much more having been justified 
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are we saved!" But just because salvation of grace is a 
triumphant salvation, this triumph is represented also in the 
history of humanity; for universal as the Adamic sin and its 
consequence, death, have become, the SiKaiocrvv-rj and the <!? 
that Christ brings have become still more powerful (v. 12-21). 
Yet this consciousness must not make us frivolous and con- 
firm us in sin, since the state of grace is a communion with the 
death and resurrection of Christ, yea, an impulse to a new life 
of righteousness (chap. vi.). But after a digressive argument Psyckologl 
from analogy the most important thing still remains, viz. to men*, 
show psychologically the incapacity of the Law to justify and 
the efficacy of the grace of God in Christ (vii. 7 ff. and viii.J, 
which proof carried through by means of the dialectic an- 
tithesis (vs. 17-30) can only discharge itself in the trium- 
phant consciousness (vs. 31-39). But the more exultant this 
joy, if the Apostle considers it purely according to its religious 
relation, so much the more painful is the thought that his 
fellow-countrymen, so richly blessed from of old, should be 
excluded from salvation in Christ ! Hence the problem, to 
remove this crying contradiction of God's promise as well as 
of the idea of the Christian salvation (chaps, ix. xi.). This 
he solves by first of all repelling with confidence all claim to 
salvation, and representing this as purely a matter of grace 
(ix. 6-19) ; then by exhibiting the exclusion of the Jews as 
their own fault (ix. 30 to x. 21), and finally by showing that 
this exclusion is not total, since, rather, as in the times of Elias, 
God has reserved to himself a holy remnant ; and not final, 
since, rather, the calling of the Gentiles is to exercise a retro- 
active influence upon the Jews, and at last Israel, as a whole, 
shall be saved. This is in general the mystery of the divine 
counsel : the universality of grace brought about through the 
opposite (xi. 32-36). From this immeasurably consoling and 
exalting thought, only the feeling of thankfulness, as the prin- 
ciple of all religious life, can form the transition ; to which are 
added then, exhortations to the virtues of modesty, love, and 
peaceableness, as to the truly catholic or social virtues, first of 
27* 
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all in the relation of believers among themselves (chap, xii.) v 
then in relation to Gentile magistracy and to men in general 
(chap, xiii.) ; and, finally, in relation to freedom of thought, to 
the anxious in particular, where mutual respect and forbearance 
with regard to the convictions of others is a Christian duty 
Conclusion, (chap. xiv.). Throughout the entire Epistle is exhibited, on 
the one hand, the idea of salvation of grace ; on the other 
hand, the idea of the universality of salvation. The two ideas 
actually meet in the theme laid down (i. 16, 17) : " The Gospel 
of justification through faith as a Gospel for all." 

91. Intention of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

No state- An example of another kind is the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

intention. Here there is no prooemium at all, and just as little an ex- 
planation, on the part of the author, of the object of his writing. 

Teaching of He rather proceeds immediately in mediam rem. We must, 

esis. par n " therefore, hold ourselves first of all to the parenetic part 
(chap. xii. f.). But this displays the very explicit drift, to 
inculcate constancy (VTTO/AOV^), not in opposition to fickleness, 
but in opposition to confusion with regard to salvation, against 
the forfeiting of the same, cf. esp. xii. 1, 4fE. ; xv. f. ; also x. 
35, 36. We must have in mind at the same time the peculiar 
idea of the ir'urrts as it is ex professo wrought out in chapter xi., 
as the holding fast to the end hoped for but invisible and 
opposed to the present reality, cf. besides the theme (vs. 1), in 
particular the examples vs. 810, 17-19, 24-26. These and 
the reflection vs. 13 f. make it clear that the Trums, with the 
author, has some relation to the vtrofjiovirj : the same direction 
to the future salvation, only that in the Trams it has its seat 
more in the thought, in VTTOJMOV^ more in the will. But what 
cause has the author to inculcate the viropov-f) upon his readers, 
and to bring the Tri'cms before their consciences just in this 
aspect ? On these matters partly the parenetic part, and partly 
the doctrinal contents of the Epistle give us information. In 
the exhortations allusion is made to a battle of adversity which 
the readers have to maintain, and which might easily discourage 
them (xii. 1-3, 4-8; xiii. 13, 14). Yet they must already 
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heretofore Lave endured affliction (x. 32, 33). To these relate 

the encouragements in which the Epistle abounds. On the Doctrinal 

,7.777. and discur- 

other hand, we are directed to the doctrinal and discursive sivesections 

sections, whose specific contents must relate to the religious 
condition of the readers. The author speaks of the advantage 
of the Christian revelation over the Old Testament revelation 
(i. 1-3 ; ii. 1-4; coll. 3, Iff.) ; of the new covenant over the 
old (viii. 1-10 ; x.) ; of the new sanctuary (ix. 1-10 ; x. 110) ; 
of the new Mediator or High-Priest over the old (iv. 14-v. 10, 
particularly vii. and viii. 1 ff.) ; as, also, of the great advantage 
of the New Testament sacrifice over the old (ix. 11-28; x. 
11 ft'.). The fundamental doctrinal thought is, therefore, the Fundamen- 
advantage of the New Testament order of salvation over that ai thought. 
of the Old Testament. On this are based the warnings against 
holding the former in little esteem, ii. 14; iii. 7ff. ; iv. 113 ; 
x. 18-30, 35 ; xii. 18-29. We are therefore to suppose that 
these Hebrew Christians, partly through the persecutions which 
contradicted their expectation of salvation, were in danger of 
going astray in the faith, partly on account of their Judaizing 
stand-point, had no right insight into the Christian economy of 
salvation, but were inclined to regard the Old Testament order 
of salvation as sufficient. But an obscurity still remains. 
Were these Jewish Christians actually in danger of apostasy, 
as vi. 46, x. 26f., and xii. 16 f. give us to understand; or 
had they merely taken a stationary position on their elementary 
stand-point, instead of advancing, as appears from v. 11-vi. 3? 
It is worthy of note that the author, to this animadversion 
against their stationary position, immediately adds the earnest, 
yea, terrific warning against apostasy, as something irrepara- 
ble, vi. 4ff. But just in this difficulty lies the key to its 
solution. Forasmuch as these Hebrew Christians had stopped 
in the elements, which were most closely allied to their 
Jewish opinions and customs, they were actually in danger of 
regarding their Judaism as the essential thing, and of letting 
go just the specific part of Christian truth ; and this specific 
part in which they were perplexed must have been partly 
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Christ's divine dignity (chap, i.), partly his suffering and death, 
which lie precisely at the basis of his high -priestly office (ii. 17, 
Conclusion. 18; iv. 1416; vii. al.). Thus, from the parenetic part 
insisting on the vTropov-q and from the exhibition of the 
advantage of the New Testament order of salvation over that 
of the Old Testament, is won a picture of the readers, and 
from this an insight into the occasion and object of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, viz. to exhort the Hebrew Christians, who in 
part had remained behind, in part had become perplexed with 
regard to the nature of Christianity, to steadfast faith in 
salvation in Christ. 

92. Intention of the First Epistle of John. 

Character- A difficult task is the determining of the intention and the 
Epistle. organism of thought of the First Epistle of John. The dif- 
ficulty consists in the fact that this Epistle, so inward and 
heart-felt, shows no progress of thought, but seems to lose 
itself in continual repetitions. Hence the object and the 
course of thought have been defined in the most various ways ; 
cf. esp. Rickli, Johannis erster Brief, erklart und angewendet 
in Predigten, Luzern 1828. /. Stockmeyer, Die Struktur des 
ersten Johannesbrief, Basel 1878. It is not our purpose to 
discuss here the different views of the matter, but merely to 
exhibit the application of the method indicated ( 89) to the 
Does the concrete case of this Epistle. a) Does the author give any- 
Ms object? where an intimation of the object of his Epistle ? This must 
be found chiefly in the introduction or in the conclusion. In 
fact the words (i. 3, 4) " What we have seen and heard this 
also we declare, Iva KOJ. fyieis Kowwviav ex 7 ? 7 " 6 /* e ^' ^fW"" Ka ' 
TO.VTO. ypd<f>o{Jiev vp.lv, Iva rj \a.pa. vpuv rj TreTrA^poj/Ae^," contain 
the intention of the author. It is thus the jot/fulness in 
Christian communion that he wishes to bring about by his 
writing. Cf. with this the words with which the conclusion 
begins (v. 13) : TaSra eypaij/a. vfuv, Iva. eiSiJre on <arjv e^ere 
alwviov. . . . This consciousness of having eternal life is pre- 
cisely the yapd. But this general statement requires to be 
made more definite, and this is done J3) in the intimations 
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which the author gives with regard to his readers. In this intimations 
Epistle, however, no didactic and parenetic parts are to' be to the 
distinguished ; rather the whole Epistle is parenetic, and the 
didactic thoughts that are strewn here and there are partly 
reminders of the evangelical preaching, as i. 5 ; ii. 7 f., 18, 20, 
21 ; iii. 5, 11 ; v. 18 f., partly foundations for consolatory and 
exhortatory pareneses, as ii. 1, 2, 17, 18-20, 27; iii. 2, 7ff. ; 
iv. 2 f., 7-10 ; v. 1, 6-8. Yet there are not wanting intimations 
as to the condition of the readers. From these we gather, 
that they were in danger from heretical teachers and seducers, 
ii. 18 ff., 26 f. ; iii. 7 ff. ; iv. 1-5. That these heretical teachers 
denied the divine sonship of Jesus, and Christ's manifestation 
in the flesh, is certain from ii. 22 and iv. 13. They must 
thus have been Docetae, who had already sought to spread the 
Gnostic distinction between Jesus and the avw Xpioros, and 
this under the pretence of a higher knowledge, against which 
the readers are armed through the remembrance of the xpio-fj.0. 
dwelling in them (ii. 20, 27), and by the fact that they are in 
possession of the truth and of the divine life (ii. 12 ff. ; iii. 1 f., 
7f., 14; iv. 4f. ; v. Iff., 18-20). But the readers seem to 
have been subjected to still another, viz. a moral, danger, an 
antinomian laxity and self-deception (i. 6, 8; ii. 1, 4; v. 18) 
and a cooling of their love (ii. 9; iii. 10-12, 18; iv. 7ff., 20, 
21). According to v. 21 this antinomian tendency seems to 
have brought with itself a, certain laxity with regard to the 
heathen worship. But whether this antinomianism was con- 
nected with the Gnosticizing heresy of the avri^urroi is not 
clear from the Epistle ; but so much the more certain is the 
emphasis which the author puts upon the fact that he that is 
born of God sins not, but keeps himself pure from the world 
(i. 7; ii. 15-17; iii. 3, 4, 9, 10; v. 18), and loves his brother 
(ii. 9, 10 ; iii. 10-12, 14, 15 ; iv. 7-21). y) How, now, the Develop, 
author's object expressed in i. 3, 4 coll. v. 13 is confirmed in thoughts, 
the development of his thoughts ! To bring about " joyfulness 
in communion with God and with the children of God," is thus 
the author's object. The whole Epistle now is occupied with 
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the conditions to this joyf ulness in God ; this is not wrought 
out, however, with logical consequence, but in such a way that 
from section to section a fundamental thought dominates, 
around which then the others group. Therefore, also, no sharp 
transitions occur, but the thoughts flow over into each other. 
First part. The first "condition to that joyf ulness, as follows from God's 
nature as light, is moral integrity ; hence in this first part 
everything moves about the opposition between light and dark- 
Second part, ness (i. 5-ii. 11). In the second part (ii. 12-28) two warnings 
are given under the assumption that the readers, by virtue of 
their position under grace, have overcome the evil one : not to 
love the world and to beware of the heretical teachers, who 
sunder the man Jesus from the heavenly Christ, a self- 
Ihirdpart. preservation that is rendered possible by the ^pioyta. In the 
third part, to which ii. 29 forms the transition, the filial relation 
to God is set forth as a ground of the ^apa, and the discussion 
motes now about the opposition between children of God, 
whose characteristic is TTOLUV r-tjv Bu<aio<rvvir)v = brotherly love, 
and the children of the Devil, whose mark is Troieiv ryv apapTiav 
Fourth part.= hatred (ii. 29-iii. 11). From this point the discourse glides 
into the fourth section, which begins with iv. 1. The passage iii. 
19-24 seems to be intended as a conclusion of the Epistle, since 
here already, as in v. 13ff., is set forth the x a P^ as iro-ppjo-fa, 
confidence in prayer, which is conditioned through Tiy/oecv T<XS 
ei/ToAas. But now the danger of seduction to which the 
readers are subjected is before the author's soul, and the work 
of the fourth part (iv. 1 v. 12) is to impress upon their hearts 
the notes of the Spirit from God. This is so treated that in 
chap. iv. 1-13 the two notes are set forth faith in Christ as 
having appeared in the flesh, and brotherly love as the reflex 
of the love of God in Christ, and thence the different factors 
of this fundamental thought are set forth in a free manner, so 
that the discourse returns, in the conclusion, to the idea of the 
irvevfjia, true and genuine (v. 6-12). The conclusion finally 
marks anew the object of the Epistle, but with an amplification 
with regard to confidence in prayer (vs. 13-17), and with some 


INTENTION OF HISTORICAL WRITINGS. 323 

energizing thoughts, which are derived from the intention of 
the Epistle. 1 

5) The Intention of Historical Writings. 

93. Presuppositions. 

The question may be raised whether we are justified in Do sacred 

, , ., i. -, i . . i , i historians 

ascribing to the biblical historians an object ulterior to the have any 
statement of the facts. In every case we are to proceed from objects? 
I the supposition that the author means to give history. Only 
iwhen either he himself gives an intimation of an ulterior 
intention, as Luke (i. 1-4), and the fourth Evangelist (xx. 30, 
1 31), or when his writing exhibits peculiarities that are explicable 
: only from the special tendency of the author, are we authorized 
|j to inquire after the intention of his writing. But where neither 
'! of these is the case, as in Mark, this is not allowable, and this 
^ designless character of the second Gospel is confirmed by the 
t well-known testimony of Papias (Euseb. H. E. III. 39). But some peon- 
* not all the peculiarities of an Evangelist, for example, are to to thef" 
| be reckoned to the account of his intention, but many of them sources> 
$ spring rather from his sources. What thoughtful interpreter 
would, e.g., ascribe it to the intention of the author that Luke 
gives a long section (ix. 51 xviii. 14), which is peculiar to him 
in part absolutely, in part in this connection ; that the Evan- 
gelist names the publican that was called, Matthew, whom both 
the other Synoptists name Levi ? etc. But then we meet with 
not a few peculiarities with regard to which it is uncertain 
whether the author has found them in his (oral or written) 
sources, or whether he has transformed the given account in 
the interest of the object that he pursues. Without going 
into particulars, we mention, in Matthew the primordial polemics 
of Jesus against the Pharisees (v. 20 ff), in Luke the many 
sections and touches with regard to Jesus's compassionate love 
towards sinners (particularly vii. 37 ff . ; xv.; xix. 1-10), in 
Acts the statement that Paul soon after his conversion journeyed 

1 The essential agreement of our exposition with that of StocTcmeyer 
(The Structure of the First Epistle of John) will be readily observed. 
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from Damascus to Jerusalem, and there associated with the 
original Apostles (ix. 26ff.), et al. In such phenomena some 
will always be inclined to attribute these features to the 
" tendency " of the author, while others, in order to save his 
historical fidelity, refer these features to his (assured) sources. 
A. presump- Here we can only reject the presumption that sets forth one or 

tion to be . J J r r 

rejected. the other view as a made-out case, and as a criterion either oi 
the " scientific " or the " orthodox." Nevertheless, there are 
yet many phenomena that indicate a peculiar stand-point, or a 
definite intention on the part of the historian. Thus, there 
can be no doubt but that such passages as Luke iv. 26, 27 ; x. 
30 ff. ; xvii. 15 f. (the Samaritans) and the special prominence 
given to the mission of the seventy, point to the Pauline 
universalism, and such expressions as Luke xvii. 7-10 point 
to the specifically Pauline doctrine of justification by faith. 
The more accurate exhibition of the method of procedure will 
be furnished by two examples. 

94. Intention of Acts. 

Since Schneckenburger's writing "Ueber den Zweck der 
Apostelgeschichte," 1841, and Zeller's writing: "Die Apos- 
telgeschichte nach ihrem Inhalt und Ursprung kritisch unter- 
Acts of the sucht," 1854, this book (Acts) has been the subject of manifold 
much dis- discussions ; some, in proportion as they have thought that a 
fate! 6 " tendency " must be recognized in the book, have cast doubt 
upon the historical character, or at least the historical fidelity, 
of the author, but others, in the same degree as they have 
sought to defend this historical fidelity, have been inclined to 
deny a definite intention of the book. We must here confine 
ourselves to the determination of the general point of view. 
Material of First of all, there can be no doubt but that the author of Acts 
drawn from drew the material for the first part of his work from tradition, 
and that, too, from Petrine tradition, and that only for the 
second part (xvi. ff.) could he have used Pauline tradition, and, 
indeed, probably for Paul's last journey to Jerusalem, but cer- 
tainly for the deportation journey, an autoptic source. Now, 
so far as the author holds himself to his sources or relates what 
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*| he himself experienced (as, especially, xxvii.) we are not to 
'Jt~ inquire after an ulterior intention, but his historical narrative 
-^ is to be accepted simply as such. But if it can be shown that 
;>] many of his statements vary from the authentic history ; if in 
'"'ft these variations, indeed, a certain agreement and direction is 
'? to be established, then we may be assured that the author has 
"', combined with his historical narrative a certain intention. But Cases in 
_" on what is the view based that the book of Acts deviates in intention is 
^ many points from the authentic history, and that too, in part, 
A, consciously ? It is an axiom in all historical investigation that 
v immediate testimonies for a fact are to be preferred to mediate. 
Now there are at our command immediate testimonies for Paul's own 
some important facts and relations in the life of the Apostle in the Epis- 
Paul, in particular with regard to his relation to Peter and the tians. 
other original Apostles (Gal. i. 17 ff. ; ii. entire). From these 
testimonies it chiefly appears that Paul was absolutely inde- 
pendent of the latter, that he was conscious of having been 
called by God to be an Apostle to the Gentiles (Gal. i. 16 ; ii. 
7, 9 ; Rom. i. 5), that he himself, when he sought to establish 
an understanding with the Jewish Apostles, yielded nothing to 
the Judaistic zealots, that as Apostle to the Gentiles he main- 
tained his conviction and his right, and compelled the original 
Apostles to recognize the same ; that he vindicated with energy 
against Peter his fundamental and vital principle, that man is 
not justified through the works of the law, but through faith 
(Gal. ii. 11 to the end). How, now, does this agree with the 
assertion of the author of Acts, that it was Peter who inaugu- 
* rated the conversion of the Gentiles (Acts x. and xi. 1-18), 
that at the Apostolic convention, at which precisely the ques- 
tion with reference to the chief difference between Jewish and 
Gentile Christians is discussed, Peter is not only the principal 
speaker, but also expresses himself altogether in a Pauline way 
(xv. 7-11); that, on the other hand, Paul as a matter of 
course, turns in his missionary journeys first of all to the Jews, 
and only through the opposition of the latter is driven to the 
Gentiles (xiv. 1 ff. ; xvii. 1-5, esp. xviii. 1-6 and xxviii. 24-28), 
28 
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that, in order to conciliate the Jews, he circumcises Timothj 
(xvi. 1-3), that he subjects himself to Jewish observances 
(xviii. 18 ; xxi. 20-26) ? Some of these differences may have 
flowed from traditional sources, which Luke followed; but 
most of them point to an intention, and nothing confirms this 
so clearly as the significant conclusion (xxviii. 24-28). From 
rauiinemis- all this it follows, that the author combined with his historical 
Gentiles, account an apologetic object, i.e. a defence of the Pauline 
mission to the Gentiles. This is justified, 1) by showing 
that Peter, indeed, had already inaugurated the mission to the 
Gentiles, 2) by proving that Paul always remained true 
to Judaism, therefore that he cannot be accused of apostasy 
from his paternal religion, and chiefly, 3) that it was 
simply the unbelief and the opposition of the Jews that forced 
him to go to the Gentiles. 1 

95. Intention of the Gospel of John. 

Another example is the Gospel of John ; and here also we 

have the phenomenon that some, in just the measure in which 

they ascribe a definite intention to the writing, deny its his- 

torical nature, while others, in proportion as they maintain 

the historical character of the book, throw the "tendency" into 

the background. With no writing of the New Testament is 

it so necessary as with this so extraordinarily disputed book, 

without any prepossession, to hold rigidly to the historical and 

Author's hermeneutical rules. 1) As is well-known, the author gives 

of his object the object of his writing (xx. 30,31) in the words: 


p.e.v ovv Kal qXXa a~rjp.ua eTrofycrev 6 'Iiycrovs evunrtov TWV 

a OVK ea-Tiv yeypajU./jiefa iv TO! /3ij3A.ia) roimt) ravra Se 

iva. TnareucnyTe on I^crous ecrriv 6 Xptoros 6 vlo<s TOV 0eo5, 

Iva TrioTevoi/Tes wr]v ^xn re & TC ? ovo^ari, avrov. First of all, 

therefore, he says, that he meant to give only a selection of 

facts (cn^eta). Through this his writing is distinguished 


1 This entire section is a specimen of what the Germans call " tender- 
tial" criticism, and of which Baur was the Coryphaeus. See, per contra, 
Hackett on the passages referred to in Acts, and Lightfoot and Ellicott on 
those in Galatians. TK. 
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in particular from that of Luke, who according to his own 
assertion (i. 3) has striven for completeness. Now with regai'-d 
to the statement of his object, this does not appear to be dif- 
ferent from the object which the other Evangelists have had 
in view, since they also, even if they do not expressly say it, 
have designed to promote faith hi Jesus as the Son of God. 
Thus the great peculiarity of this Gospel is not explained by 
the author's statement of his object. But it depends upon 
what the Evangelist understands by " Son of God " and " faith 

in the Son of God." 2) On this point the contents of the Contents of 

the book, 
book itself must instruct us, first of all a) the prologue : r^g pro . 

over against the two traditions and opinions, of which the one lo ue> 
derives Jesus by direct propagation from David and Abraham 
(cf. the Genealogies and Rom. i. 3), the other makes him to 
have been begotten by the Holy Spirit ; our Evangelist rises 
to a higher metaphysical stand-point, and derives Jesus from 
the divine essence, from its revelation; hence an ideal divine 
origin ; while according to Matthew, and particularly according 
to Luke, it is a physical. For this the well-known Alexan- 
drine doctrine of the Logos was at his command. By virtue of 
this ideal-divine origin Jesus stands over against all men as the 
possessor of absolute knowledge, as the bringer of light and 
life. We are further to attend /3) to the discourses of Christ, Discourse? 
which differ very much, as well in contents as in form, from 
those of the Synoptics; they treat not of the kingdom of 
Heaven, its nature, its progress, of the conditions and hinder- 
ances to participation therein, but of the person of Christ and 
his relation to the Father, of what he can give and be to men. 
In relation to the form, they are not popular discourses in the 
classical Oriental manner of parables and aphorisms, but dis- 
cussions with a dull and insusceptible audience that cannot 
understand him, and with opponents that will noi. But he 
does not let himself down at all to them, he seeks in no wise 
to remove their misunderstanding, but rather rises over against 
them to ever higher and more incomprehensible, to ever more 
mystical thoughts, so that the misunderstanding and the cleft 
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between him and his audience becomes always greater, yea, not 
^infrequently culminates in blind rage on the part of the latter, 

johannean cf. esp. vi. 26-59; viii. 3059; x. 2439. Observe further 
y) the Johannean idea of faith ; even this appears to be quite 
different in this Gospel from that of the other three Gospels, 
in that while there faith is spoken of almost exclusively in 
relation to his saving power here so continually he demands 
faith in his person. Hence, then, " believing in him " is not 
only coming to him as seeking help, neither is it merely seeking 
him from gratitude ; both these are rather designated as insuf- 
ficent (iv. 47, 48 ; vi, 24-26). That mere belief for the sake 
of miracles is an imperfect faith, is indeed a matter of course 
according to the ideal conception of this Gospel, cf. ii. 23-25 ; 
iv. 48 ; x. 38 ; xiv. 11 ; but it is not only an imperfect faith, 
but also an insincere faith, in which the heart remains uncon- 
verted (ii. 23-25; iii. 2, 3; viii. 30 ff.). To believe in Jesus 
is rather, by means of a spiritual relationship with him, to be 
drawn by his person, by his light and life (iii. 18-21 ; iv. 14; 

The conciu- vi. 37, 45, 46 ; vii. 17 ; x. 4, 5, 27). 8) We may further 

sions of the , i /-H i > 

two parts of observe since this Gospel, according to its doctrinal contents, 
may be divided into two parts, into the representation of his 
relation to the world, which goes to the end of chap, xii., and 
the representation of his relation to his people, which ends with 
chap. xvii. the significant conclusions of both these parts. 
The first part ends with the words : . . . eyw e e/*ai/To{5 owe 
, dAA 6 -n-ejuti^as /*e Trarrjp avros /xot evroXyv SeSawev rt 
/cat TL AaX-^CTO) KO.I diSa OTL rj GVToXrj avrov u7 acwwos 
eoriv a ovv XaAai eyai, KO.$O>S fipirjKev //,ot o Trarrjp, OOTWS AaX/S. 
This thought, that he does not speak and act of himself, but 
of commission and of the mind of the Father, is the principal 
thought of this Gospel, cf. v. 19, 20; vii. 17; viii. 28. The 
second part closes with the following words of the departing 
prayer : KO.I lyvwpicra aurots TO ovop.6. crou, Iva rj aydirr) rjv -^ya- 
Tr^cras /*,, EV OUTOIS rj /caya> ev awots. Thus also here his work 
is the revelation of the Father, but for the purpose of the 
inner communion of his people with him and, through 


INTENTION OP HISTORICAL WRITINGS. 829 

with the Father. This is the Jesus of our Evangelist, and 
this, according to him, is the meaning of believing in him, and 
in belief having eternal life. But this view is so different 
from the traditional one that it needs to be confirmed to the 
readers, and this confirnfation is also given. We are therefore 
3) to direct our attention especially to this attestation. No Auth .^ 8 
New Testament writer represents himself (i.e. the /WI^TTJS ov 
aydTra. 6 'Iijuous or the (AadrjTYjs o CTTI TO CTTT^OS TOD Iiycrov 
avaireo-wv) in equal measure as one accurately informed, as one 
consecrated. These predicates, indeed, intimate this sufficiently. 
It is expressed still more definitely xix. 35 and xxi. 24. How- 
ever much occurs that is improbable and strange in this Gospel, 1 
it is not to be denied that this Evangelist knew how to legit- 
imate his claim as an accurately informed man through many 
peculiar traits traits that make the impression of a precious 
remembrance, i. 37 f. ; xiii. 4 ff., 23 ff. ; traits that indicate 
eye-witness, iv. 6ff. ; xi. 17ff. ; xii. 20-22; xiii. entire; xviii. 
15, 16; traits in which the Synoptic tradition is to be cor- 
rected, iii 24 coll. Mark i. 14 ; xi. 2 coll. Mark xiv. 3 ff. 
(Luke vii. 37 ff.) ; xiii. 1 and xviii. 28 coll. Matt. xxvi. 17-20 ; 
Mark xiv. 12 ff. ; Luke xxii. 7 ff., 15 ; finally xviii. 13 coll. 
Matt. xxvi. 57 and Parall. Neither are we to overlook those 
features in which a great delicacy (xi. 27; xiii. 27-30), and a 
tenderness of feeling just as great (xi. 3, 21, 22; xxi. 15ff.), 
are expressed. All this points to the intention to represent 
the Christ whom he paints as the true one, authenticated 
through accurate knowledge and eye-witness. But we are to 
attend 4) to the relation in which the Evangelist represents Relation to 
himself (and Jesus) to Judaism : He makes Jesus, indeed, as 
does no other Evangelist during three years to attend all 
high feasts in Jerusalem; but it is very peculiar that the 
hearers are designated throughout as 'lovSaio?,, and these for 
the most part as stupid opponents of Jesus ; that the Mosaic 

iHere belong obscurities, as iv. 51, 52; vi. 16-21; ix. 40; xviii. 24, 25 
coll. 13-17. Improbabilities, as ii. 6; iv. 43, 44; vi. 64, 70; viii. 58; xviii. 
6. Strange sayings, as vii. 8; xi. 6, Surprising retorts, as vii. 21-23; xiii. 
33, e-. a!. 

28* 
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law is designated, so to speak, as something foreign (vii. 22 ; 
viii. 17; x. 34; xv. 25), to which also is to be added the 
peculiar relation in which o aAAos fia^r^s appears to Peter 
(xiii. 23-25 ; xviii. 15, 16 ; xx. 38 ; xxi. 7, 20 f.) Apparently 
he represents Peter as the energetic cfhe, the "other disciple" 
as the consecrated one. He places himself outside of Judaism 
and above it, showing as he does a universalism at least as 
decided as that of Paul (iv. 21-24, 40-42 coll. 48 ; x. 16 ; xi. 
52; xii. 20 f. ; xvii. 20 f.). Yet our Evangelist also differs 
from Paul through his whole view as to form and contents ; 
since, hesides the single, but of course important, passage i. 17, 
there breathes throughout another spirit ; we call attention only 
to the very important idea, so fundamentally different in the 
two, of evToX-fj (cf., on the one hand. Rom. vii. 8-13 ; Eph. ii. 15, 
and on the other hand, John x. 18; xii. 49, 50; xiii. 34; xv. 
Conclusion 10-12; 1 John ii. 7 ; iii. 23). Hence we obtain as the object 
and inten- and intention of the Gospel of John the following : the Evan- 
gelist does homage to a gnosis which stands above the Judaistic- 
Pauline opposition, and is related to the Alexandrine theosophy, 1 
yet in such a way that this is raised to the higher Christian 
potency. By means of this Christian gnosis he means to rep- 
resent Jesus to his readers as Son of God, not in the Jewish- 
Messianic nor in the physical, but in the ideal sense, as the 
light and life from God, and he designs to lead the readers to 
faith in this Son of God, i.e. to the living recognition of him ; 
and in order to be able to do this rightly, and to prove this Son 
of God to be the genuine, be authenticates himself as con- 
secrated and accurately informed. 

c) The Intention of the Apocalypse. 

98. General View of Biblical Prophecy, 

Otherwise than in the historical writings doubt may arise in 
reference to prophetical books, and particularly the Apocalypse, 
whether we are here to inquire after an intention or after an 

1 This is admitted by few conservative scholars, and there is much to be 
said per contra. TR. 
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object. "An object," it may be said, "presupposes rational 
reflection; but this is precisely the opposite of inspiration, 
from which the prophecy has proceeded. To seek an intention 
in a prophetical book is nothing else than to lose sight of the 
divine, and to bring the human into undue prominence." But 
this objection, so far as prophecy in general is concerned, rests 
upon a misunderstanding of the nature of prophecy, and as 
regards the Johannean Apocalypse in particular, upon a mis- 
understanding of this book itself. a) The biblical prophecy, Biblical and 

as all prophecy, has of course proceeded from divine inspiration, prophecy 

.,..',, , i z , distinguish 

but is distinguished from analogous heathen phenomena pre- e d. 

cisely by the fact that it is not ecstatic and unconscious, but 
conscious. Cf. in general Oehler, on the relation of the Old 
Testament prophecy to the heathen divination (Gratulations- 
programm, 1861). If, then, even in the Christian church 
ecstatic prophecy occurred, and the ecstasy was regarded by the 
Montanists, indeed, as essential to prophecy, this phenomenon 
and opinion has been rightly regarded by the church as abnormal. 
The true Israelitish and primitive Christian prophecy is of 
another kind ; in reference to the latter, expressions of the 
Apostle Paul (1 Cor. xiv.) are clear and decisive, distinguish- 
ing, as he does, between precisely the ecstatic glossolaly and 
prophecy as conscious and considerate discourse, cf. esp. vs. 24, 
14 ff.. 23-25. But even supposing that the condition of the 
seer while receiving the revelation had been ecstatic and un- 
conscious, yet the conclusion would be inapplicable to the 
Apocalypse as a writing, inasmuch as the Apocalyptic designates 
indeed his inspired condition (i. 10; iv. 2: rjv eyevoju/qv Iv 
Trvev/icm) as a thing of the past. We will not here enter more 
minutely into the artistic arrangement, the symbolical numbers, 
etc., things that presuppose rational reflection. /3) Further- Basis of bib- 
Jiore, biblical prophecy as conscious, and not least that of our ecy in'con-" 
Apocalyptic, rests upon a consciousness of the condition of the 
people or of the church. This is so certain that precisely the 
most of the biblical prophecies are the best sources for the 
knowledge of the Israelitish history. The same, also, may be 
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maintained with regard to the Johannean Apocalypse (see 
below). On these conditions, which the prophet finds, and by 
which he is moved, the prophetical discourses also rest as their 
basis. Now and then, it is true, they go to remote times, yet 
always to such as lie within the horizon of the seer and stand in 
Prophecy connection with his present. A new temporal development 
prediction called forth new prophecies, cf. Jer. xxvi. 1819 ; Isa. xliii. 18, 
tion" S but C " 19. y) Because, finally, all prophecy, even though divinely 
mcidcation. effected, yea, just because divinely effected, proceeds from the 
religious consciousness of the condition of the present, and from 
the divine counsel in relation thereto, prophecy had never merely 
the meaning of a prediction and was never directed merely to 
instruction, but always mediately or immediately to a practical 
end, to conversion, to exhortation or encouragement. All the 
prophetic discourses of the Old Testament have such an aim, 
and that precisely the Johannean Apocalypse by no means 
least has such an end in view, is clear not only from the seven 
epistles, but also from the beginning and conclusion of the book 
(cf. i. 4-8 ; xxii. 12 ff.). But this practical object presupposes 
in the prophet a reference to his readers and to his time and 
the time standing in connection therewith. Hence it is per- 
fectly justifiable, yea, necessary, indeed, to the understanding 
thereof, to search for the object or the intention of this pro- 
phetic book. Cf. above 67 f. 

97. Application of the Categories. 

Has the au- a) The first question here, as everywhere, is : Has the author 
cated his himself anywhere expressed himself with reference to the 
intention of his writing ? This must appear either in the 
introduction or in the conclusion. Now a particular object is 
given in neither place, but, indeed, a significant thought, which 
we may regard as the theme of the whole (i. 3) jua^a/nos o 
ava.'yLvuio'Kdiv KO.I ot aKovoires TOUS Aoyous T^S Trpo^T^retas /cat 
nypowres TO. ev avrfj yeypa//,/*era 6 yap *atpos eyyvs, and (vs. 7) 
'iSou ep^erat /xera. TCOV ve^eAxov KCU oi^erai avrbv Tras 6<j)6a\fjLO<s . . . 
That is, it is the certainty and the nearness at hand of the 
Parousia which, as the fundamental thought, stands at the 
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head of the book, and not as mere theory, but as a thought 
of powerful practical concern, since a rrjpdv of the prophetic 
word is inculcated. The certainty of this word is so much the 
greater from being revealed through divine visions. This 
fundamental thought now is also confirmed through the con- 
clusion of the book (xxii. 12) : 'iSov ep^o/iai raxy, *ai 6 puo-0os 
p.ov /JLCT e/x.ou . . . and vs. 17 : Kai TO irvevpa /cat rj vd^f] \eyov- 
aiv "Ep^ou. /cat 6 oKov<ov eiTTttro) "Ep^oTj . . . and finally vs. 
20 : Aeyei 6 {jLapropwv -ravra Nai, ep^o/ACU rayy. AJJ,TJV, ep^ou 
Ku'pie 'Iijo-ou. The fundamental thought of the book, expressed 
alike in the introduction and in the conclusion, may therefore 
be embraced in the words, "Be ready, for the Lord is coming" 

Cf. Matt. xxiv. 42 ; Luke xii. 40. /3) But what could have Condition 

' of the 

caused the Apocalyptic to place this emphasis on the judgment church in 

, , , 7. . /. 7 . theauthor'a 

trump ? This question leads us over to the condition oj things time. 

in which the seer lived ; only from this is the character of the 
book to be understood. On the condition of affairs, and 
especially of the Christian church, the Apocalyptic gives us 
unmistakable information. Cf., first of all, vii. 914; where 
an innumerable multitude of martyrs from all nations is ad- 
duced, who " came out of great 6Xiij/i<s " and " have washed 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb." This evidently refers Persecution 
to a great persecution of Christians ; and it appears from the 
manner in which it is spoken of, that the impression thereof is 
still tolerably vivid. What persecution ? Cf. xvii., esp. vs. 
911, coll. 18. " The seven heads of the beasts are seven hills, 
upon which the woman (the Tropvrj) sits." Here by Rome, the Kome. 
city of the seven hills is designated as clearly as possible, of 
which it is said in vs. 18 that she (the woman, " the great 
city") has dominion over the kings of the earth. Further 
(vs. 10), "There are seven kings; five of them have fallen Seven kings 
(died), one is (present), the other is not yet come, and when 
he shall have come, he will remain a short time," etc. The 
five kings are evidently five Eoman emperors ({3ao-t\ev<s of 
Roman emperors also 1 Tim. ii. 2 ; 1 Pet. ii. 17 ; Joseph. Bell. 
Jud. V. 13, 6), Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero. 
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The one who now is can only be Galba and the one still to 
be expected and to remain only a short time, can only be Otao. 
Finally, vs. 11 : " And the beast that was and is not is the 

the beast, eighth, and is one of the seven, and goes into destruction." The 
beast is, therefore, likewise a Roman emperor, " that was and 
is not," who hence must belong to the five fallen (dead) ones. 
When, then, it is said : " he is one of the seven " (instead of 
"one of the five"), it seems that it is in order that the mys- 
terious " beast " may by no means be designated too precisely. 
From all this it is clear, that the Tropv^, who has dominion over 
t the kings of the earth, and " is drunk with the blood of the 

saints" (vs. 6), is Rome, the capital of the heathen world, and 
the beast that was and is not, and is one of the seven, is no 
other than Nero. But how in this case can it be said, " /ecu 
avrbs oySoos earn/"? As the eighth it would seem that he 
must be Vitellius ; but because he is at the same time one of 
the seven, and an object of fear and abomination, he also must 

Christian be Nero. But that he is yet designated as the eighth is ex- 

as to Nero, plicable from a notion at that time spread in the Roman em- 
pire, and especially in Christian circles, that Nero was not dead, 
but only mortally wounded, but had been healed again (cf. xiii. 
3), and that he would return for consternation and destruction. 
Cf. on this expectation Tacit. Hist. II. 8, 9 ; Sueton. Nero 
57 ; Dio Cass. LXIV. 9 ; Dio Chrys. Orat. 20. So great was 
the terror of Nero, especially among the Christians ! and so 
deep was the impression of the Neronian persecution ! for no 
other can be meant by the $Aii/a<j /^eyaXry, chap. vii. 14. But in 
chap. xiii. this abominated and dreaded 6rjpu)v is still spoken of, 
and is designated in vs. 18 by the mysterious number 666 

The myste- (xls-')- Of a ^ explanations of this number, that have been 


ber666. " given from ancient times till now, only those have claim to 
consideration which, in accordance with the intimation of the 
author himself that it is a.piOp.os avOpurirov, refer this to a person , 
and, indeed, there are only two explanations that can come 

Solutions, into account, viz. either Acmvos or Nepcov. The first explana- 
tion has against it, that it must in that case be Aaretvosj because 
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only this form gives the full numerical value 666. 1 Yet this 
would be no insuperable barrier, inasmuch as this extension of 
the penultimate syllable of Roman names in -inus now and 
then occurs in the Greek. On the other hand, this nomen 
gentilitium does not seem entirely in keeping with the authentic 
observation of the author, that it is the "number of a man" 
(of a person). The following explanation, discovered almost 
simultaneously by four scholars, commends itself much better : 
Numerical symbolics (Ghematria) was an art practised much 
by the Jews. Now the Apocalyptic thought in Hebrew, as he 
wrote in Greek. So the number is explained by the value of 
the Hebrew letters in "to]? fns ; viz., 5 = 50; *i = 200 ; i = 6 ; 
3 = 50 ; p = 100 ; & = 60 ; 1 = 200, sum 666. The correct- 
ness of this explanation is clear from the fact that through it 
at the same time the old reading 616 (XT') familiar already 
to Irenaeus is explained. The explanation is this : a reader 
of the Apocalypse who already knew the key to the number, 
put in the place of the Greek expression Nepojv the Roman 
Nepw (i"ii), and thus the number came out 50 less =61 6. 
From all this it is clear, that under the 6Xi\f/i<s the Neronian 
persecution, under the Tropvrj the heathen capital of the world 
and persecutor of the Christians, Rome, and under the Or/piov 
Nero is to be understood. 2 Against the latter explanation, Objection, 
especially so far as it rests on xvii. 11, it is objected from 
the " orthodox " side ; that expectation of the return of Nero 
was an error, and according to this explanation the author of 
the Apocalypse would have participated in this error, which it is 
unsuitable to suppose. But the claim that no sort of errors can 
occur in the Holy Scriptures, is a dogmatic postulate, and such 
in exegesis as first of all a historical science is inadmissible. 
Not infallibility, but plenitude of religious spirit, is the charac- 

1 ACITU/OS analyzed into its letters gives the numerical value : A = 30, 
'= 1, T' = 300, t'= 10, v'= 50, o'= 70, <r'= 200=661. On the other hand, 
AaretVos = 666, because '= 5 is added. 

2 After all that has been written on this mysterious passage there remains, 
and must remain, much doubt. The above solutions are both ingenious; 
but this is the most that can be said of them. TB. 


336 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPRETER. 

teristic of Holy Scripture, the Apocalypse included. If we 
seek to realize the impression which these events and the 
contemporaneous Jewish war, together with the impending 
destruction of Jerusalem, including the temple court (xi. 2), 
must have made upon all Jewish Christian hearts, we may 
The con- understand also the excited tone of this book. y) Let us 

tents of tao , . , , ... . . , . . 

prophecy, further, in order to understand the intention of this writing, 
make clear to ourselves the prophecy itself in its principal 
features. The contents thereof relate, on the one hand, to 
calamities and judgments on the whole OIKOV/XCI/^ and in quite 
a special way on " the great Babylon," the heathen capital and 
persecutor of the saints ; on the other hand, to the consolation 
and the rescue of the faithful. It is, in other words, the 
battle between the divine and the contra-divine powers. This 
battle is a great world-drama, whose periods run according to 
the sacred number seven seven seals of the book of fate, seven 
trumpets, seven vessels of wrath. The continually recurring 
delay of the final catastrophe is peculiar, a delay to which 
the eschatological discourses of Jesus point (Matt. xxiv. 48; 
xxv. 5). Not only do the loosing of the seventh seal and the 
blast of the seventh trumpet delay, but after that the latter has 
ensued (xi. 15), with which, according to x. 7 the final catas- 
trophe was to ensue, the really decisive battle opens first with 
the second part (from xii. onwards) : on the one hand, the 
Israelitish commonalty, which brings forth the Messiah, and 
together with her son is persecuted by the dragon; on the 
other hand, the dragon and the anti-Christian beast, together 
with the false prophet then the great Babel, the persecutor 
of Christians. After, now, the plagues and 0Aii//eis have 
passed over the just, the penal judgments on the contra-divine 
powers follow (cf. 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18), viz. first of all on the 
great Babylon (xvii.-xix.), then on Satan, the anti-Christian 
beast, and the pseudo-prophet (xx. 1-3, 10). These terrific 
pictures finally vanish behind the consolatory and glorious 
revelation of the city of God, the new Jerusalem (xxi.f.). 
These prophetic pictures are by no means designed merely to 
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satisfy the religious curiosity, but to incite the readers to 
watchfulness and steadfastness. Now this brings us back, in 
conclusion, S) to the special practical intention, as this is 
brought home to the conscience of the readers powerfully and 
effectually in the seven epistles^ (ii. and in.)- What is the Practical 

intPTit'ion us 

fundamental drift of these epistles ? However different the manifested 
-.. . * , i . T i i i in the sever 

religious condition of these Asiatic churches may nave been, epistles. 

the intention of all these epistles is one, for all agree in 
the promise to him that overcometh. To the church at Eph- 
esus it is said (ii. 7) : TO VIKUVTI Scocrco oura> <$>aysiv e/c TOV v\ov 
njs a7S, 6 ecmv Iv T<3 7rapaSetcra> TOV Gcov JJLOV ; to the church 
at Smyrna (ii. 11) : 6 VLKWV ov p.rj aSiKrjOf] e/c TOV Qa.va.rov TOV 
SevTepov; to the church at Pergamos (ii. 17) : TO> VLKWVTL Suio-w 
O.VTU TOV fjidvva TOV KeKpvfj.p.evov K. T. X. ; to the church at 
Thyatira (ii. 26) : 6 VIK&V KOL 6 Tr/pwv a^pi reXous TO, epya //.ou, 
owa-o) OUTM i^ovaiav Irrl TUV I6vwv ; to the church at Sardis 
(iii. 5) : 6 vt/cw ovros TreptySaXetrat ev t/Aartots XeuKoTs K. T. X. ; to 
the church at Philadelphia (iii. 12) : 6 VIKVV TTOITJO-W avrbv 
O-TV\OV Iv TU 7/aw TOV Oeov p.ov K. T. X. ; and, finally, to the church 
at Laodicaea (iii. 21) : 6 VIKWV Swa-o) avrw /ca^/crat [ACT C/JLOV iv 
T(3 ^pcova) (MOV, a>s Kayo) evtK^cra Kai eKa^taa /xera TO irarpos pov 
ev TW 6pu>v(p O.VTOV. We see: upon steadfast overcoming, in 
view of the coming calamity and judgment, everything depends. 
So then the theme found just at the beginning of the book 
receives its explanation and confirmation from the condition 
of Christianity at the time, from the contents of the visions, and 
from the drift of the exhortatory parts. 

98. Correlation of Induction and Deduction. 

The ascertaining of the intention of a writing is for him 
who himself will for the first time arrive at an understanding 
thereof, and to this end has to apply the inductive method, 
the highest and the last thing. But for him who has to bring 
about an understanding in others the deductive method is to 
be preferred, and he will proceed from the intention of the 
writing as the general point of departure. Yet this rule is 

1 Cf, Trench, The Epistles to the Seven Churches. TK. 
29 


338 SINGLE OPERATIONS OP THE INTERPRETER. 
Method for subject to exceptions, 1) for the investigator himself, where 

tlis invGsti" WAX cj 

gator. the discovery of the intention is difficult and the intention itself 
is uncertain, and hence needs confirmation ever again through 

Method for an exegesis of the individual parts ; 2) for the teacher, where 
' he may hope that in the long and difficult processes of the 
induction the hearers or readers will follow him. In any case 
the determination of the object of a writing must be based 
upon thorough grammatical, historical, and logical explanation. 
Yet for success not only conscientiousness and thoroughness of 
exegetical procedure are requisite, but also the capacity to 
throw oneself into the circle of thought of another, to think 
with him and to feel with him. For the understanding of a 
sacred writing in particular, it is indispensable that we should 
be able to enter into the religious manner of thinking and 
world of thought of the biblical author. But this without a 
religious sense of his own on the part of the interpreter is 
impossible. The third part of our work is to treat of the reli- 
gious sense and understanding. 


PART III. 


THE 


RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING. 

I. Preliminary Remarks. 

The religious understanding is no special part of the 
interpretation. We cannot, therefore, treat of a " theological 
explanation " as if it were co-ordinate with the grammatical, 
historical, and logical explanations. The religious understand- Place of re. 
ing is rather beginning and end of biblical exegesis : beginning, dlrstanding 

i . ..... . . . in Scripture 

for without a religious interest in the documents oi Christianity interpreta- 
no scientific explanation thereof, that deserves the name, is 
thinkable. There may be, indeed, a grammatical, a logico- 
critical, a historico-antiquarian occupation with Scripture, which 
has not sprung from religious interest, and such occupation is 
by no means to be condemned, since the results thereof are 
often an extremely valuable material for the interpreter ; but 
just material, and not interpretation itself ! The exegete who, 
indeed, must himself go through this manifold process will avail 
himself thankfully of this material, but simply as of a means to 
the end. The object is the complete understanding of the 
writing and of the author, and this he only can aim at who has a 
religious interest in understanding Scripture. But the religious 
interest, which is at the same time a preliminary understanding, 
is to be regarded not only as the beginning and incitement to 
scientific investigation, but also as the result and summing up 
of the investigation itself. After the writing has been ex- 
pkined in detail and according to its various aspects, all this 
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finds its conclusion in the religious understanding, and for this 
bears its fruit. On the other hand, it is a matter of dispute 
whether, and how far, the religious interest is to accompany 
or guide the exegetical operations. Here the views of theo- 
logians divide ; it may be said, indeed, that . just here the 
prevailing theological directions come most -of all to their ex- 
pression : the one would have the religious interest to preside 
in the whole business of Scripture interpretation ; for, it is said, 
Scripture is designed to be interpreted, and should be interpreted 
in the same spirit in which it was written, the Spirit which in- 
spired the sacred authors must also be their interpreter. If, 
therefore, the grammatical, the historico-critical, the logical 
explanation furnish results that are injurious to the religious 
interest, the latter is to put its veto upon them. Should, 
therefore, a conflict occur between the scientific explanation 
and the religious interest, the latter has the precedence. The 
other direction claims, on the contrary, that where the 
q ues ^ on o f sc i e nce arises the religious interest is to with- 
draw, and at least not mingle with the investigation. " Mulier 
taceat in Ecclesia." For what has the religious interest to do 
with the questions of textual criticism, of grammar, and lex- 
icology, of logical connection, of history, and archaeology? 
Can the religious consciousness determine whether the Cod. 
Alexandrinus or the Cod. Cantabrigensis is right, whether a 
on is telic or causal, whether a relative pronoun refers to the i 
last substantive or the next to the last, whether /cuptos in a > 
certain passage refers to God or to Christ, whether the \ 
linguistic character of 1 Timothy allows or forbids us to ascribe ; 
the Epistle to the Apostle Paul, etc. ? The religious and the I 
scientific interest are thus to be kept strictly apart. A third 
view would not, indeed, have the scientific interest biased by 
t j ie re jjgj ous . ve t the religious interest should not be excluded, 
but should also have a word to say. Many questions and inves- 
tigations of science, indeed, touch the religious faith not in the 
least ; on the other hand, there are questions that cannot be 
ignored by the religious interest. But if it should be asked, 


RELIGIOUS INTEREST AND SCRIPTURE STUDY. 341 

which these questions are, where the religious interest is to 
step in, and what the limits are beyond which faith is to address 
to the scientific investigation a " thus far and no farther," the 
answers will be very various, even among the moderately liberal, 
inasmuch as the religious interest of the one will draw the 
limits of free inquiry broader, that of another, narrower. "We 
see that the " religious interest," in as far as it claims the right 
to interfere with the material of the exegetical and historico- 
critical investigation, is something very indefinite, and that it 
is, for the most part, confounded with the religious conception. 
In fact, the indefiniteness and complication arise from such 
I confounding, and from the way and manner in which each one 
translates his religious need into the language of conception 
and of understanding. Clearness can only be brought into 
the matter when the nature of the religious consciousness, as 
well in relation to Scripture as to the scientific study thereof, 

is more accurately defined. The religious interest, then, is Division of 

the subject 
1) motive to the study of the Scriptures, 2) it becomes 

objective in the scientific study of Scripture, and is, 3) as 
the fruit of both, the complete theological understanding of 
Scripture. 

1. The Religious Interest as Motive to Scripture 

Study. 

2. Universality of Religion in Humanity. 

When our religious consciousness, as Christians, is first 
awakened, it is found, as a rule, in connection already with the 
Bible as the sacred book, as the source of our religious knowl- 
edge. By this we mean that our religious forebodings and feel- 
ings are themselves a product of Scripture ; and it is true, that 
when we begin to be conscious of our religious forebodings and 
feelings, we have usually already an idea of the Scriptures. 
But the unconscious precede the conscious forebodings and 
feelings, and the former is antecedent to the Scriptures. Just 
as the sacred writings in all religions and, not least of all in the 
Israelitish and Christian, have arisen from the religious spirit, 
29* 
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not vice versa (cf. above I. 8 f.), so in a normal development 
of the individual the unconscious religious foreboding precedes all 
knowledge of Scripture. The religious disposition is immanent 
in the human soul, 1 and if there are savage peoples, which 
discover no trace of religion, and if among our civilized peoples 
there are thousands who seem to be devoid of all religion and 
of any religious need, this proves nothing against the above 
proposition, for 1) the nature of a species (resp. mankind) 
is not learned from the most imperfect and most dwarf e<l 
specimens ; 2) non-religion in civilized peoples and educated 
individuals arises either from opposition to a certain form of 
religion, which they identify with the essence of religion, or 
there is actually often more religion in such individuals than 
people think, or they themselves are conscious of. In the 
former case it is by no means proved that the individuals in 
question, if religion had been presented to them in another 
form, would have been non-religious. In the latter case a 
latent religious consciousness may manifest itself either as lively 
appreciation of nature or lively appreciation of art, or as moral 
feeling or the feeling of justice. In these forms, then, the 
religious faculty is present in all men not entirely barbarous or 
stunted, and this is more original than any belief in Scripture 
and than any positive religion, as the most enlightened men of 
Christian antiquity saw, cf. Rom. i. 19, 20, ... TO yvwo-rov TOV 6eov 
<avepov CCTTLV kv OUTOIS 6 0eos yap aurots (pavep(ao~ev TO, yap 
aopara OLVTOV airo Krtcretos KocrfJiov rots iroirip,afnv voovpeva KO.&O- 
pareu, 17 re atSios O.VTOV Sura/us /cat Oeiorys . . . and ibid. ii. 14, 15, 
omves evfteucvwrai TO epyov TOV vofiov ypairTov ev Tat? /fapSi'ats, 
crvfJi/Jt-apTvpovo-r]? avrwv TTJS o-wetS^o-ews K. T. X. Coll. Tertull. 
De Testimonio Animae, c. 5 : " Haec testimonia auimae quanto 
vera, tanto simplicia, quanto simplicia, tanto vulgaria, quanto 
vulgaria, tanto communia, quanto communia, tanto naturalia, 
quanto naturalia, tanto divina." Clem. Alex. Cohortatio ad 
Gent. : rjv Be. TIS e/icjfnmjs ap^aia 777305 ovpavov av6 ponrots 


1 The best discussion of this subject with which I have met is that of 
Ulrici, Leib und Seele, 688 ff. TE. 
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pa' lo-KOTUTfJievr), a<f>v<j> 81 TTOV SteKOpwa-Kovcra. rov OVCOTOUS 
K al draXa^Troucra. August. Retract. 1, 13 : Res ipsa quae nunc 
Religio Christiana rmncupatur, erat apud antiques nee defuit ab 
initio generis humani, quousque Christus veniret in carnem, 
unde vera religio, quae jam erat, coepit appellari Christiana. 

3. Development of Religious Disposition. 

But this religious disposition would remain forever unde- 
veloped, or if developed or awakened dry up again, if it should 
not be awakened, developed, and fostered bj those in whom 
religion has not remained mere disposition, but has become 
actual religious consciousness. This awakening influence is, stages of 
first of all, living men, the living word ; not written documents, ye/ppment 
In the Catholic church it is the priests and confessors ; in the " 


Protestant churches, after the parents, the teachers and preachers. 

The more developed and awakened, now, the religious need, the 

more will he who imparts religion appear as a priest of God, 

and in case he is actually a true witness of God his words 

will appear as the words of God. But the more the individual 

is nourished and filled by this bearer of religion, the more does 

he himself grow to religious maturity, and in the measure in 

which this happens is he emancipated from priestly authority ; 

he comes to see that this, however enlightened, is still a human 

authority, and hence can no longer give him complete satisfac- 

tion. He needs a more immediate, a fuller revelation; he 

feels the necessity of receiving religion at first hand. Now 

this first hand is Holy Scripture. Whether, now, it be that the Supposed 

individual as is normal in the bosom of Protestantism is theview of 

brought to the Scriptures, and instructed therein from childhood, S 

or has, first at a later period, and in consequence of a religious each- 

awakening, come to the knowledge thereof, in either case he 

will reverence and love in Scripture the divine word, the 

source of his religious life. Yet the relation of the two to 

Scripture is different in form ; in the former case Scripture is 

to the individual in the first instance and essentially authority, 

and that, too, in its totality ; it is so by virtue of its historical 

sanction as given absolutely by God. In the second instance. 
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che individual having arrived at religious maturity will ex- 
perience also in himself the witness of the Spirit, which brings 
home to him the truth and power of certain expressions and 
passages. But on this he will lay weight only in as far as this 
inner witness confirms to him what he has previously believed 
on authority, and in no wise will this inner witness, which of 
course does not attest each and every thing . in Scripture, be a 
ground for distinguishing between Scripture and the word of 
God. In the other case not Scripture as a whole, but in the 
first instance only certain words of Scripture, are immediate 
divine revelations to the individual : they are to him not so 
much authority as witnesses of his own inner life, and this in 
turn bears witness to the divine truth in Scripture. He believes 
in the word of God in Scripture, because he has for this the 
testimonium Spiritus Sancti ; the other believes therein, because 
it is given. He who believes in Scripture for the sake of 
the inner witness has no trouble in distinguishing between the 
word of God and Scripture; rather this distinction will come 
to him altogether spontaneously. Not that he depreciates the 
rest of the contents of Scripture ! Rather he esteems it highly 
for the sake of the divine germ ; to him the word of God in 
Scripture is the treasure hidden in the field, which without the 
latter he cannot dig out. Not that he does not resognize and 
treasure Scripture as historically given ; but this is to him only 
a secondary matter. To the former Scripture is primarily the 
historically given book, and only secondarily the book confirmed 
through the testimonium internum. To the other it is primarily 
what is confirmed through the testimonium Spiritus Sancti, 
and only secondarily what is given, or ecclesiastical authority. 1 
But the latter case will always be the rarer. The pious layman 
will, as a rule, regard Scripture in its totality as divine authority, 
and from this presupposition will seek to understand it, and 

1 We leave out of view entirely those that from fear of negation take 
refuge in the thickest positivism and shudder at every free investigation as 
negation and dangerous innovation, as well as those to whom free investi- 
gation is welcome only as negation. 
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so far as he has religious experience and insight will actually 
understand it. 1 

4. Popular Understanding of Scripture. 

The laic understanding is sound if it be rooted in the Howfartha 

. , . _ laic under- 

religious need and consciousness, if it be supported chiefly by standing is 

practical religious interest, and be directed to the furtherance nowfarjus. 
of the inner man, 2 Tim. iii. 16. It is justified so far as it 
conditions " the universal priesthood " of Christians, so far as 
it exercises and guards the popular and practical study and 
understanding of the Bible over against the specifically theo- 
logical, and so far as it does not wish to know the matters better 
than, according to the education and special knowledge of the 

person in question, it can know. But the laic understanding is How far 

..-,- unsound. 

unsound when it becomes either dogmatic or fantastic. It may 

easily become dogmatic, not only in consequence of an orthodox 
or formalistic education, but also in consequence of a peculiarity 
of the religious bent of the person in question. All religious 
feeling has, indeed, the inclination to become conception, and to 
change itself into the form and language of the understanding ; 
this is altogether normal. But if now the religious conscious- 
ness plants itself on its conceptional and rational stage, and 
assumes the form of the statute ; if it accepts this theoretical 
form at the sacrifice of the practical side, or independently of 
this, the laic understanding is unsound. Or if the religious 
consciousness, drawing its nourishment from the Bible, instead 
of being directed chiefly to the practical, prefers to follow the 
impulse of the imagination and devotes itself to precisely what 
is darkest and most mysterious in Scripture, this is an unsound 
direction. Not that the fantasy should have no part at all 
in the understanding of the Bible, since how are the poetical 
parts, how, in general, is the figurative language of the Bible 
to be understood without fantasy? But every occupation 
with Scripture, or attempt to understand Scripture, is unsound 

1 It is unnecessary to remark upon this paragraph, as one of the many 
instances in -which the author makes the individual human reason the 
arbiter as to the divine and the human in Scripture. TR. 
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in which the interest of curiosity and idle subtilty, the desire 
to go beyond the understanding of the author, prevails at the 
How far un- expense of the practical religious interest. But the laic un- 
derstanding is not only unsound, but also unjustifiable if the 
person in question wishes to know more and better than he 
can know, i.e. if he forms judgments upon things and aspects 
in Scripture, on which knowledge is requisite that he does 
not now possess. This is more important, as it is charac- 
teristic of the laity in every matter not only not to know much 
that belongs to the matter, but also not to be conscious of this 
ignorance^ If then, moreover, to this is added the ambition to 
be of some importance in church and theology : this laic theol- 
ogy thinks it has cause to set itself as " orthodox " (glaiibig) 
against " heterodox " (unglaubig) science ; so from the laic 
understanding, perfectly justifiable per se, the imprudence of 
spiritual pretension has burst forth, with which no agreement 
is possible. 

5. Scientific Understanding of Scripture. 

The general interest in Scripture, as well as the understanding 

thereof drawn from the depths of the religious consciousness, 

may become the incitement to the scientific study and under- 

Eeiation of standing of the Bible. Not as if the scientific understanding 

to the scien- necessarily proceeds from the laic understanding, as if the 

standing of latter must unconditionally develop into the former. Just as 

crip ure. .^ re ]jgj ori) jf jj. j s goun^ the theoretical and the practical are 

one, so also the religious interest or understanding of Scripture 
is in no way consumed in the scientific knowledge thereof, but 
will develop just as much in its practical aspect. But now it 
results from the limitations of individual capacities that in 
one man the religious spirit, and hence the immediate under- 
standing of Scripture, is more a practical understanding, in 
another more a theoretical. This is the difference of the 
Xa.picrfJia.Ta. ; with one man the ^aptcr/aa Swa/xecoj', an-iA-T^ews or 
KU/3epVTjcrea>s prevails, with another the ^aptcr/m yvwcrecos. The 

1 These are Swiss and German laymen (not Americans), that our author 
speaks of. TR. 
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latter is inclined by nature to theology, and, if his religious Diversities 
interest is directed chiefly to the Christian documents, to bib- 
lical theology. Here the question may arise, What is the Transition 

yy ^ J from the 

proper transition from the immediate and popular understand- popular to 

tho scion- 

ing of Scripture to the scientific ? This question is important tiflc'. 
for the reason that the lamentation is often uttered, that 
through scientific study faith is lost. We cannot, therefore, 
pass by the question how far, in general, this lament is well- 
founded. We leave out of view here special circumstances 
that have their ground in the individuality of teachers or of 
pupils, and hold ourselves to the general question. The ques- What is 
tion is, what is meant by " faith in Scripture " (Bible faith) ; Scripture? 
by this may be understood faith in the unconditioned inspira- 
tion and infallibility of Scripture by this may be understood 
belief that the Scriptures, even according to the text received 
and handed down since the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
are from beginning to end a divine codex of revelation ; thus an 
" injuring " or " endangering " of this belief is inevitable. If, 
then, such a hearer learns that the principal proof-text for the 
doctrine of the Trinity (1 John v. 7) is spurious, that the gen- 
uineness of the section about the adulteress (John vii. 53-viii. 
11), of the conclusion of Mark (xvi. 9-20), of the account of 
the angel at the pool of Bethesda (John v. 4) has been dis- 
puted with right; if he hears that 1 Tim. iii. 16 is to be read 
and translated not " God (0eo's) manifest in the flesh," but 
" who (os) has been manifested in the flesh," that John xiv. 1 
is to be rendered not " ye believe in God, believe also in 
me " ; "but " believe in God and believe in me," etc. ; his " faith 
in the Bible " will certainly be extremely disturbed. Nay, it 
will probably be a source of great disquietude to him if he 
learns that our division into chapters proceeds not from the 
sacred authors themselves, but from the Cardinal Hugo of St. 
Caro (thirteenth century), and our division into verses was 
made not until the sixteenth century, by the learned printer 
Bobt. Stephanus (Etieune). Still more disquieting and offen- 
sive by far will it be for him to learn that several writings pf. 
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the New Testament have not at all times been regarded as 
genuine and canonical writings, that these and other writings 
from linguistic and historical grounds are held as doubtful, 
that most of the Old Testament passages cited by the New 
Testament writers have not here the sense that was attached 
: to them by the Old Testament writers themselves, etc. The 

' more this young man has come to the scientific study of the 

Bible with the dogmatic conception of the inspiration and the 
equal divinity of Scripture in all its parts, the more will his 
"faith in the Bible" be damaged. But that "faith" which 
must needs be overthrown, because it contradicts historical 
truth is not the proper transition to theological study, neither 
is it right faith at all. That is not believing in Scripture 
when it is settled beforehand that the words of Jesus or of the 
Apostles must run so and so they must have this and that 
sense if they are to be regarded as the words of God ; or 
Scripture must have arisen so or so if we are to be able to 
Proper atti- regard it as Holy Scripture. Not maintaining, but inquiring 
student of and learning, should we enter upon the study of Scripture, 
crip ure. jg yen ^ nO n-theologian has something in Scripture, and knows 
what he has therein : not a book endowed with these presup- 
posed supernatural attributes, but " the word of life," the holy 
document of our faith. But the better he knows this, the 
more obedient and receptive is his attitude towards Scripture 
(1 Sam. iii. 10), and the less will his faith be destroyed through 
the knowledge that this Scripture, although full of divine words 
and eternal truths, is yet through and through human. The 
genuine believer, as inquiring and willing to learn, will, indeed, 
have a foreboding of the fact that his faith, so far as it is knowl- 
edge, is still exceedingly defective, and needs not only enriching, 
but also much correction. Genuine faith, moreover, is not pusil- 
lanimous, but courageous and confident ; it has the assurance 
that, even if many reputed props of faith prove rotten and 
must fall away, the saving truth yet remains forever. His 
" faith will not be endangered by science who goes to the scien- 
tific study of Scripture with that eagerness to learn and this 
courage. Cf. above I. 15. 
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2. The, Relation of the Religious Interest to the 
Exegetical Procedure. 

6. Religious Interest and Science. 

"We cannot thus allow that a particular dogmatic conception 
or doctrine of Scripture must be confirmed through the exe- 
getical work, as if Scripture were subordinate to an ecclesias- 
tical opinion ; but the question is simply and only as to what 
we, objectively and historically, have in Scripture as a whole 
and in its parts. This question can be decided not by religious 
feeling and interest, but merely by science proceeding objec- 
tively and without presupposition. It is the religious interest, 
indeed, that, as a rule, impels to this scientific study. It is the 
religious interest that will know what we have at bottom in 
Scripture. But this itself cannot be determined by means of 
the religious interest, in general not by means of a subjective 
interest. Just where the investigation itself, i.e. the criticism 
and the exegesis, begins the religious interest must withdraw, 
and the matter is to be committed confidingly to the scien- 
tific processes. The religious and the scientific agree, indeed, 
hi the fact that loth aim at the truth. They differ only in Wherein 
the fact that the religious interest is directed to what is true pious and 
for me, but the scientific to what is true in itself. But in 


unnumbered cases, namely, where questions of textual criti- an er * 
cism, of language, of logic, etc. arise, we have to do with 
purely objective matters, and the religious feeling can have 
nothing to say thereabout. Thus the entire critical and exe- 
getical work, as such, belongs simply to unbiassed and disin- 
terested science, and the religious interest can in no wise sit 
in judgment on the results of science, but must submit all pre- 
carious, doubtful or false results of science in turn to science 
itself, because only science can correct science ; on the contrary 
the religious consciousness must stand free to appropriate or not 
to appropriate the results of science. These results may be HOW the re. 
either of such a nature as not to affect the religious interest ; sdousness"" 
in which case it simply leaves them undecided ; or the religious with scfen- 
interest is really affected thereby ; in which case they may be tlttc resulte> 
30 
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either such as it can appropriate, or they may be of such j 
nature that it cannot do this ; in which latter case it either 
ignores them or repels them with protest. In this we do not, 
of course, say that science now on its part is obliged to respect 
this protest of the religious interest ; it will rather act critically 
in the matter, i.e. prove whether the protest is justified or not. In 
the former case it is in fact incumbent upon science to revise its 
results. But in what case is the protest of the religious need jus- 
tified ? Not if it has proceeded from an ecclesiastical presup- 
position or from a merely subjective pious feeling: for the reason 
that neither biblical truth is to be subordinated to ecclesiastical, 
nor historical truth to subjective feeling. But, indeed, if the 
religious protest is directed against arbitrariness and ' ; tendency" 
theology, 1 science is not to avoid a renewed investigation. 
The dogmatically colored religious consciousness will, indeed, 
always be inclined to find in scientific results that are at 
variance with itself, " tendency " and arbitrariness, even where 
this is not the case ; whether such actually find place or not, 
only an impartial science again can decide. In such case the 
religious consciousness as well as the scientific investigation 
must each withdraw to its own province, until either the 
former succeeds in convincing the latter that it has overlooked 
or attached too little importance to certain considerations, or 
the latter succeeds in convincing the former that its result is 
true, and the o-KavSaXov of the former merely a scandalura 
sumtum. 

7. Religious Interest and Textual Criticism. 
It belongs equally to the religious and to the literary-his- 
torical interest to know how the Apostles, apostolic disciples, 
and Evangelists originally wrote. So, then, textual criticism 
rests as well on a religious as on a scientific interest ; but the 
questions of textual criticism can be answered absolutely in a 

i The technical designation in. Germany of the critical school of Banr, 
which has attempted to explain the rise of the New Testament writings 
from the action and reaction of supposed tendencies in the early church, 
especially the Pauline and the Petrine tendencies, and attempts to harmon- 
ise them. TB. 
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scientific way only as was shown above (II. 1 ff.). Very 
many variations are merely orthographical, as Xi^o/tai or 
Xijfjnj/ofji.aL, rjXOov or rj\6av, et al., and do not affect the religious 
interest in the least ; others are grammatical as. e.g. the dif- 
ference between yLvaxrKoxrw and ywwo-Kovcrw (John xvii. 3), 
between KaraSovXajcroucriv and KaraBovXwa-wvTai (Gal. ii. 4), 
differences that affect the religious interest only in so far as it 
may be supposed to be at variance therewith, that the New 
Testament authors have allowed themselves in such barbarisms 
as the future or the present indicative after Iva. But cf. 
1 Cor. iv. 6 (Iva p-i) . . . ^vtnova-Oe), Gal. ii. 2 (/I^TTCDS . . . ISpa- 

uov), et al. But even if those barbarisms not completely Groundless 

postulate, 
assured by criticism stood isolated, the intermeddling of the 

religious interest would still be inadmissible, because it would 

O ' 

rest on the groundless postulate that the New Testament 
authors might and could have written no barbarisms. This 
has regard to the form only. But there are variations of 
reading that have to do with the contents and affect more 
closely the religious interest. The dogmatic more than the 
religious feeling is disturbed by the fact that 1 Tim. iii. 16 is 
probably to be read os and not $eos, and thus the formula, 
" God manifest in the flesh," is abolished. Yet without regard Preponder- 
to the fact that the same thing in substance is said in John 
i. 14, we must here also insist upon the fact, that not the decisive- 
dogmatic interest, but simply and solely the preponderance of 
the critical grounds has to decide upon the genuineness of the 
one or the other reading. Of another kind, to be sure, is Luke 
ix. 55, 56, where the Textus Receptus, with several ancient 
witnesses, after eTreriju/qcrcv CLVTOVS reads, OVK aiSare TTOIOV 
[*.a.T6<s core v/m? ; and further, 6 yap wo? TOV avOptairov OVK 
I/'UXOLS avOpfaTrwv a7ro\e<rai, dXAo, crcoo-ai, while the most and 
best Codd., as i<BAC . . . , omit entirely both these passages. 
Here one cannot be expected to bear with equanimity beino- 
obliged to give up in the text these words, so entirely in keep- 
ing with the mind of Jesus. Here, also, without regard to this, 
the objective fact has the last word, and we must acquiesce ia 
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Stations* ^ s ' More hazardous seem actual blunders, as, especially, 
incorrect citations, such as Mark i. 1, where the prophetic 
passage cited is designated as the word of Isaiah, whereas it 
stands not in Isaiah, but in Mai. iii. 1, and Matt, xxvii. 9, where 
a passage is cited as an expression of Jeremiah, whereas it 
stands in Zech. xi. 13. Here the religious interest seems in 
fact endangered, and hence, also, is justified in giving the 
preference in the passage in Mark to the other reading, which 
omits "Horn'ov, and in the passage in Matthew either to prefer 
the reading Za^apiov (very weakly attested, certainly), or the 
other reading which dispenses with the name entirely. But 
even in this case the religious interest must yield to historical 
veracity the biassed religious interest to the unbiassed. The 
same holds true with regard to entire sections, as John vii. 
53-viii. 11 and Mark xvi. 920, whose genuineness is more 
than doubtful. 1 A mind, to which the word of God and 
Scripture are simply identical, may well feel extremely shocked 
to find that whole sections of the latter are ungenuine ; but 
such is precisely the case, and a glance into any critical edition, 
or into the Codd. Vatic., Sinait., and others, that have been 
made accessible through the press, must convince even those 
that have the deepest mistrust of criticism of the well-grounded 
nature of the doubt. To the sound religious mind the posses- 
sion of the authentic text must be more important than the 
possession of certain passages sanctified, as it were, by tradition. 

8. Religious Interest and Crammar, 

The religious (or rather the dogmatic) interest has just as 

little right to intermeddle with the grammatical explanation, 
as this is to be determined through the connection and the 
linguistic usage. It may feel tempted to such intermeddling 
through the habit of finding in Scripture dicta probantia for 
certain doctrines, if it is shown that this or that passage .has 

1 For a vindication of the genuineness of Mark xvi. 9-20, see Bleeb, 
Synoptische Erldarung; Burgon, The Genuineness of the last twelve 
verses of Mark; and a valuable Article by Dr. John A. Broadus in the 
Baptist Quarterly for 1869. Burgon refers to Dr. Broadus's Article with 
approbation. TE. 
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another sense. A conflict may arise, e.g. between the dog- 
matic interest, which is accustomed to regard Matt, xxviii. 19, 
2 Cor. xiii. 13, and even Eom. xi. 36 as sedes doctrinae de scientific 

P GXGJ6S1S 

Sacra Trinitate, and the scientific exegesis, which shows from 
I the connection that the trinity of essence, at least, is not con- 
tained in these passages. The dogmatic interest is likewise 
offended when it is shown from the connection that the words 
John x. 30 do not mean to express, at least immediately, the 
unity of essence of the Son with the Father, but first of all 
only the unity of the Swo/us o-wowa. The interest, that 
would derive everything good exclusively from faith, will not 
without chagrin suffer the so-called proof-text Eom. xiv. 23 to 
be snatched away through the proof that here not faith as the 
principle of the Christian life is spoken of, but the conviction 
that a certain action is allowable. Nevertheless here, also, the 
scientific proof has its full justification over against the dog- 
matic interest, and neither must the former yield to the latter, 
nor is a compromise between the two admissible. Here, also, 
we have simply to do with the sense that the author has 
designed ; with a historical fact that is to be ascertained no 
otherwise than from the connection and from the parallel 
passages. The well-understood religious interest will in this 
way, and in this alone, arrive at the right knowledge of the 
Scripture word, and will appropriate this as it is in itself, and 
not as one would have it. Not unfrequently the dogmatically O. T. cita- 

,- . -,-, . ,,. . . , tionsinthc 

colored religious consciousness will come into collision with N. T. 
the scientific exegesis when it falls to the lot of the latter to 
show that many passages of the Old Testament that are cited 
by the New Testament authors as proof-texts for a doctrine 
or a fact, have not the sense which the New Testament authors 
lend to them. Cf. Matt. i. 22, 23 coll. Isa. vii. 14, which 
passage has been looked upon from of old as a genuine proof- 
text for the birth of Christ from a virgin (but see II. 33) j 
further, Matt. ii. 15 (cf. as above) and many others. It is, to 
be sure, hard to admit that the Apostles or Evangelists have 
erred, that they have attributed to an Old Testament word an 
SO* 
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incorrect sense; but in Gal. iv. 22 ff. ; 1 Cor. x. 3, 4.; ix. 9 
such cannot be denied. 1 Cf. in general II. 32 ff. with I. 
37 ff. It must here be repeated, that not the religious in- 
terest in itself, but only the dogmatically colored religious 
interest can come in conflict with genuine and correct exegesis, 
for that subordinates itself to the facts, while this has always 
striven to subordinate the facts to itself. The latter can be 
avoided only by keeping the scientific and the religious func- 
tions purely separate. 

9. Religious Interest and the Confessional Consciousness! 

Yet cases occur where such a separation of the religious 
interest and the exegetical work is impossible, and the influence 
of the former upon the latter seems to be necessary. It is 
well-known what influence the confessional consciousness has 
exercised, and in part still exercises, on exegesis. The Catholic 
explains the words pronounced by Christ at the institution of 
the Lord's Supper otherwise than the Protestant, the Lutheran 
otherwise than the Reformed. We know how differently the 
passage Rom. ix. 14ff. is explained by Lutherans and Re- 
formed. The confessional consciousness has exercised an 
influence even on the explanation of such christological passages 
as Phil. ii. 6 ff. And, indeed, this influence has consisted not 
only in the fact that the Scripture passages in question have 
made different impressions on the confessional consciousness of 
the interpreters, but in the fact that they have sought to sustain 
this their confessional view through a corresponding exegesis. 
Should not this be allowed and even justified ? To this we 
can simply say, dogmatics is one thing, exegesis another. If 
dogmatics were identical with exegesis, if it were simply 
biblical dogmatics, it would have to rest on exegesis alone. 
Conversely, if the Christian consciousness of the present (of 
the theologian of the present) were identical with the spirit of 
primitive Christianity, that relation to Scripture would be 

i Cf. on these passages Lightfoot, Ellicott, and Lange, Comra. m loc. 
Gal. ; Lange, in loc. Cor. In the interest of a liberal dealing with Scripture 
oar author sometimes appears dogmatic in his assertions. TB. 
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naturally and scientifically justified. But dogmatics and the 
confessional consciousness, even though grounded on the word 
of God in Scripture, are yet essentially modified through the 
development of Christianity up to the present time. Exegesis 
on the contrary has to do simply with the historical facts of 
the sense of the sacred author. Accordingly the influence of 
the confessional consciousness on Scripture interpretation 
cannot be exegetically justified. Nay, it may be said as 
moreover must have become clear from the history of exegesis 
that biblical exegesis has become scientific and objective pre- 
cisely to the extent that it has been able to emancipate itself 
from the fetters of ecclesiastical creeds. The matter may be 
best illustrated by the examples cited above : 1) The words "Words proi 

,*... i< i -r it n /--Hi--!- nounced at 

pronounced at the institution or the Lord s Supper (Mark xiv. the institu- 
22-24 ; Matt. xxvi. 2628), especially in the expression TOVTO Eucharist. 
earriv (TO craym fj.ov on to TO alfj.a fJ.ov), conceived in a purely 
exegetical way, show the groundlessness of all three confessional 
explanations, since it cannot be denied that the eori here is a 
mere copula, as in Matt. xiii. 37, 38; Luke viii. 11 f. ; John 
xv. 1, 5 ; but being a mere copula it is more than probable 
that Jesus, in accordance with the Hebraistic usage, did not 
express it at all (cf., e.g. Gen. ii. 23 ; Isa. v. 7), that thus the 
whole subject of dispute falls away. 1 But if it should be 
further argued that even without an expressed copula the real 
identity or immanence, or merely the symbolical meaning may 
be expressed in the words, what Dr. Strauss has said remains 
true : " Only in the transferring into the abstracter conscious- Strauss'i 
ness of the "West and of the more recent time, what the ancient T16W ' 
Oriental thought of under his TOVTO eori is analyzed into those 
various possibilities of meaning, which we if we would reproduce 
in ourselves the original thoughts must not separate in this way 
at all. To the writers of our Gospels the bread in the Eucha- 
rist was the body of Christ ; but had they been asked whether 

1 See on the power of the Aramaic language to express the exact rela- 
tion between subject and predicate in this case Cardinal Wiseman's learned 
and elaborate treatise in his Horae Syriacae. This discussion will be found 
very interesting by those somewhat familiar with Syriac. TK. 
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the bread was changed ? they would have denied it ; had they 
been spoken to of an eating of the body with and under the form 
of the bread, they would not have understood what was meant ; 
had it been argued that, therefore, the bread merely means the 
Rom. ix. body, they would not have been content with this." 2) The 
doctrine o^ passage Rom. ix. 6 fL has been, as is well-known, a proof-text 
e ec ion. ^.^ ^ e R e f orme( j (Calvinists) for the doctrine of election, 
while the Catholics, the Lutherans and the Arminians did not 
find this doctrine in that section. Here also we are to dis- 
regard every confessional interest, and to have regard purely 
to the connection and the intention of the passage. But from 
these it is clear that the Apostle has not in mind the setting 
forth of a doctrine of election, but the discussion of the painful 
question whether the Israelites have been excluded from salva- 
tion (vs. 1-5). Now it is indisputable that ix.-xi. forms one 
whole, in which this subject in its different aspects is treated 
(of. x. 1 ; xi. 1, 25 ff.), it being shown in ix. 629 that there 
can be no claim to salvation, but that it is all free grace ; in 
ix. 30 to the end of x. that the exclusion of the Jews from 
salvation is a self-deserved exclusion ; and, finally, in xi. that 
it is not absolute and final. So harsh are the words of the 
Apostle in the first section, so mild- are they in the last ! If, 
therefore, it is the Apostle's chief aim to make prominent the 
free grace and the unconditioned counsel of God with all 
emphasis over against the claiming of salvation on the part of 
the Jews as a matter of right, the drift of the discussion is 
directed just to this, and not to a decretum absolutum and 
duplex. This proceeds not from any dogmatic sympathy or 
antipathy whatever, but from the connection of the passage 
Phil. ii. 6 f. itself. 3) The confessional consciousness could have an 
natu?a e rum influence upon the explanation of Phil. ii. 6 f . in as far as the 
Chnsti. Lutherans found in the passage the unio naturarum Christi, 
and that in. the form of the communicatio idiomatum; the 
Reformed, on the other hand, were averse to this doctrine, and 
hence to an explanation which ministers thereto. As a result 
of this interest the one party explained the expression et 
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of the immanent divine glory of the 
incarnate Logos, regarding the present participle as contem- 
poraneous with the eavrbv eKevcocrev, while the other party 
regarded it as referring to the pre-incarnate Logos. That not 
agreement with a confessional doctrine, but simply and solely 
exegetical considerations are here to decide, is self-evident. 
See, moreover, II. 47. 

IO. Religious Interest and Historical Criticism. 

The religious interest seems to be endangered most of all 
through the historical criticism. Without entering upon the Popular ___ 
" tendential " hyper-criticism, it seems actually for the pious laic hyper-criti- 
consciousness, to say nothing of the consciousness of the pro- 
fessional apologist, an impossibility, to be reconciled to investi- 
gations that think to recognize in the history of the childhood 
of Jesus, in the history of his baptism and temptation, in the 
history of his resurrection and ascension, etc., not history, but 
myths and legends; that think that a real history of Jesus can 
be wrought out only through critical operations. If now, on the 
one hand, the popular faith is repelled through such critical 
inquiries and, on the other hand, the positive theology employs 
all its powers in trying to dispel the appearance of contradic- 
tions and improbabilities and to establish the strict credibility 
of the biblical history, 1 the contradiction between faith and 
science seems, in fact, to be merely the contradiction between 
"revelation and criticism," and the emphatic intervention 
of " faith " in the efforts of critical science seems to be jus- 
tified. On the other hand, historical investigation in general, Advance of 
not biblical alone, has in our time become incomparably criticism! 
more thorough, it deals strictly and rigorously with the 
historical truth ; it tests the sources, and is not content until 
authentic proofs for a fact lie before it, and until the persons 
and events themselves, and not alone through the mediation of 
a popular tradition or of a pragmatical historian, speak to it. 
Before this inexorable criticism many facts in every depart- 

1 Of those that set in motion the convenient means of anathemas and 
suspicions, we do not here speak at all. 


358 RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING. 

ment of history have already shown themselves to be legendary, 
many chronical traditions to be uncertain, and many documents 
to be ungenuine. The facts of Christianity, as well as the 
documents that bear witness to the facts, are subjected to this 
Facts and critical procedure. But against just this a protest is raised on 

documents , - .. n . . . ..11 T 

of Chris- the part or the religious consciousness : with human and 
jecte/to natural facts, and with human sources, says one, such a critical 
procedure may be justified, but not in connection with super- 
natural facts and divine sources ! But that those facts are 
supernatural and these sources not human, but divine, is just 
an assumption, that needs critical testing. If the religious 
view is justified in regarding the Bible as divine, and the facts 
narrated therein as supernatural, science has just as much 
right to seek to conceive of the biblical books as human, and 
the facts in question as natural. If the interest of piety 
may demand that criticism do not touch the sanctuary of faith, 
science in turn must bespeak the right to draw everything into 
the circle of its investigation. Here the antagonism between 
the " orthodox " [glaiibig] and the critical view and treatment 
of the Bible appears at its highest. But what does the " ortho- 
dox " [glaiibig] view of Scripture mean, when it would have 
the Bible regarded as a divine book? It cannot possibly be 
meant if it knows its own mind that the biblical books 
were not written by men, in the language of men, and, ac- 
cordingly, with human thoughts and under human historical 
Things that relations. The biblical writers may have been inspired never 
mitted by " so much, yet even the religious view cannot deny that this 
orthodox, inspiration must have been mediated through human feelings 
and thoughts before it became Holy Scriptures, and that all 
this falls within the province of human critical inquiry. 
Furthermore, even the most " orthodox " [glaubigj view cannot 
deny that most of the facts (esp. miracles) that are narrated 
in the Scriptures are not recounted by eye-witnesses themselves, 
but that they have had to pass through the medium of popular 
or ecclesiastical tradition, or through the comprehension of the 
reporter himself, before they could be reproduced in our 
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Scriptures. Even the religious consciousness, if it be veracious, 
cannot be blind to the phenomena that bear witness to such a 
rise of biblical information and biblical writings. It would, 
therefore, be a perfectly fruitless undertaking, if in the interest 
of "orthodoxy" an intervening meddling with the scientific 
process should be attempted. On the other hand, critical 
science also transgresses its limits when it suffers itself to be 
swayed by the desire to subvert the religious interest. It may 
overthrow many dogmatic prejudices it could not, indeed, 
be otherwise ; but it itself is to be governed by no other interest 
than the bringing to light of the truth with reference to the 

matters in hand. So also science must never forget that in Probabm- 

.. ties in many 

the ascertaining of certain facts of antiquity from the nature cases all 

& . P i i that c a n 1* 

of our sources we cannot in many cases go farther than to attained. 
probabilities ; call to mind only the most recent elaborations 
of the life of Jesus. Thus the inquiry may be never so 
thorough and conscientious, the result may be never so well- 
grounded and probable ; yet in hundreds of cases complete cer- 
tainty is not to be arrived at. Yet the hope 13, to be sure, never Modesty 
to be abandonee! of coming ever nearer and nearer to truth mended, 
and certainty ; but the modesty that remains conscious of the 
limits of its knowledge is just as much the duty of the scientific 
inquirer as of the simple believer. That modesty which is 
very becoming to every man, and not least to the believer 
and the man of science, is no weak " mediating theology," 
but simply a demand of veracity, a moral claim. It is such 
modesty on both sides alone also that breaks down the opposition 
between faith and science, and that makes possible an under- 
standing between the two. Differences, indeed, will always 
remain, and the interest of faith and science are, and will con- 
tinue to be, at variance. The gulf between the two can be HOW the 
bridged only in this way : 1) The religious interest, con- fvycfenreii- 
scious of its rights as of its limitations, must confidently submit fc e "cefst 
to science the ascertaining of what Scripture in itself is and brid o ed - 
teaches ; 2) Scientific inquiry on its part, in the conscious- 
ness of its rights as of its limitations, must hold fast and defend 
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its results, so far as they are certain, but so far as they are only 
probable, must not obtrude them upon faith, and must in gen- 
eral recognize the rights thereof, and 3) Faith must accept 
the assured results of science from the hand of science, and 
must reconcile these results with its interests. Thus arises the 
theological understanding of Scripture. 

3. The ^eological Understanding of Scripture. 

a) The Theological Understanding Proper. 

II. The Biblical View of Cod and the World. 

Necessity A living knowledge of Scripture without religious conscicus- 

of religious . . 

conscious- ness is no more possible than a many-sided and thorough 

HGSS 

knowledge thereof without critical, historical, ethnographical 

information. If to the merely scientific biblical student the 

Scriptures are simply an interesting object, a proper sympathy 

of thought and feeling with the biblical author is possible to him 

alone who comes to the author with a religious experience of his 

own. To him many difficulties and stumbling-blocks vanish 

In what spontaneously. It is true, and it has been criticized unjustly, that 

theologian the theologian, in order to attain to a living understanding of 

priate'tiie " Scripture must himself appropriate the biblical view of the world 

of a the"t>ibii- an< ^ f ltf e > no ^i ^ course, in the sense that he should renounce 

cai writers. mo( j ern cu lt ure and civilization, that he should bid farewell to 

the Copernican view of the universe, that he should ignore the 

laws of Nature and an immanent development of Nature ; nor 

in the sense that he should ill-advisedly reconcile the two 

views, accepting the results of modern science, and at the same 

time unwilling to give up the historical nature of the biblical 

miracles. 1 Rather, the biblico-religious view of the world is 

indispensable to the theologian in the sense that he is to be 

borne along by religious reverence towards God as the infinite 

1 Our author, with many German theologians of the present time, seems 
to regard miracles if not as nnpossiLle ntleast as so highly improbable as 
not to be accepted even on the best evidence. It is superfluous to observe 
that the position is an extremely precarious one, and involves religious 
interests of a high order. TK. 
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ground of all being, by the longing for union with him. Hence 
the religious consciousness is designated as a process, which is 
the key to the religious understanding of Scripture. Therefore, 
not this or that conception of the system of the world and of 
the relation of God to the world, conditions the religious under- 
standing of Scripture ; but the ethical character of the individual, Ethical and 


.. 

by virtue of which he is in a prayerful attitude towards God. attitude to- 
We have nothing to do here with the theoretical attitude the chief 
! towards the question as to the transcendence or the immanence ing ' 
of God, but to the practical attitude of the heart towards God, 
that is to say, whether the natural man, with his sensual wilful- 
ness and conceit, has been broken, whether the spiritual aspira- 
tion after the ideal and infinite good has been awakened in him. 
The consciousness of the opposition between spirit and flesh, 
between the spiritual and the natural man, is the conditio sine 
qua non of the living understanding of Scripture. From this Biblical 
consciousness the biblical theism will be comprehended; not 
merely in the sense that God is regarded as the absolute object, 
and a distinction is made between God and the world (the ego), 
but also so that God is regarded as the absolute subject of every- 
thing that becomes or happens. If the difference between the 
natural man and the spiritual man consists in the fact that the 
former regard? himself as the centre of all things, but God as 
such in an extremely theoretical way, to the spiritual man God 
is the centre of all things, from whom he has to derive every- 
thing to whom he has need to refer everything. But just this 
is also the stand-point of the biblical writer. Even in this gen- 
eral relation it is perfectly true that " the natural man does not 
know what is of the Spirit of God, but the spiritual man judges 
everything." If God. now, is the absolute subject, he is also in 
the absolute sense the acting subject, and all history is in so far 
God's history, as everything that has happened comes from 
God. But as absolute subject God is also the absolute end of all 
things ; to him all honor is to be given, and to his glorification 
everything must minister. Only he for whom this has become 
a practical truth understands the sense of the guiding thoughts 
31 
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of all Scripture : " I give my honor to no other I save you for 
my name's sake, in order that you may know that I am the 
Lord," etc. Only to him to whom this has become a truth is 
it clear why the Scriptures speak so little of "nation, state, 
humanity," and so much of the " people of God," of the u king- 
dom of heaven," and why the ideas " improvement, civiliza- 
tion, progress," are so foreign to the Scriptures, and, on the 
other hand, the ideas " conversion, salvation," are so familiar. 
Only to him to whom the kingdom of God is the highest 
reality, and men are only means to the realization thereof, to 
whom the contrast between the public and pompous strivings 
of men, and the still and apparently insignificant working of 
God has come to consciousness, is the fundamental idea of 
the Bible cognizable, that God brings about his great ends 
through little means (Judges vi. 15 f. ; vii. 28; 1 Sam. xvii. 
31-58; Ex. iv. 10 f. ; Jer. i. 6ff.; Deut. vii. 7f.; 1 Cor. 
i. 26ff.). So, also and this is a principal point the reli- 
gious man sees in everything the "finger of God"; to him, 
therefore, everything is a " miracle," most of all, of course, that 
in which the judging and saving power of God comes most 
feelingly to his consciousness. Especially is it the thankful 
heart that sees miracles everywhere. Therefore to him also 
it is comprehensible why God is called " a God of wonders " 
(Ps. Ixxvii. 15 ; xcviii. 1) ; to him also the expressions "the hand 
the outstretched arm of the Lord " are comprehensible ; to 
him it is also comprehensible how the Scriptures can call things 
" miracles " which to modern supranaturalism are not miracles ; 
cf. Ps. cxxxix. 14; Ixxi. 7 ; Deut. xxviii. 46 ; esp. Luke iv. 
18, and vii. 22 (TTTW^OI evayyeXi^ovrat). In this it is not at 
all said that the religious man overlooks, or in any way denies, 
the so-called mediate causes ; only to him God, as " causa 
prima," is much more important, and he prefers to derive every- 
thing immediately from God, cf. Isa. xlv. 5-7. This religious 
need of seeing in everything God's works and wonders is 
the key to the belief in miracles on the part of the biblical 
writers in general, But this is to be distinguished from the 


THEOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING PROPER. 363 

special question as to the supernatural and historical nature of 
the individual miraculous accounts. In each particular case we 
must inquire, whether the account is really historical ; whether 
it is susceptible of a natural explanation, i.e. whether mediate 
causes are to be supplied ; whether it has arisen as a legend, or 
whether it is symbolical, i.e. the historical embodiment of an 
idea. The " miracle " is not a physical or a metaphysical, but a The miracla 
religious conception. Science has to do with ideas, religion, with conception, 
devotion. When, therefore, we demand that the Scripture in- 
terpreter make his own the biblical view of the world and of life, 
we reject neither historical criticism nor natural science and its 
undoubted results, but we merely assert the devotional attitude 
towards the eternal and adorable ground of all things the ethi- 
cal attitude of life towards God. This, of course, cannot but 
have influence on the theoretical conception of the world ; but 
just as little as the scientific knowledge of nature excludes 
admiration, does the educated view of the world exclude the 
religious view, which sees in every act of God, relatively a 
" miracle." And just as little as the critical study of history 
excludes the ideal impulse to find in history divine reason and 
divine thoughts, does the critical examination of the biblical 
facts exclude the belief that we have here to do with spiritual 
and divine facts. The one, namely, is the empirical investiga- 
tion of special features, the other the comprehensive, ideal con- 
sideration of what has been empirically investigated. The two 
processes cannot easily, to be sure, go on simultaneously, but 
they are, indeed, to be conducted successively. Just as faith 
in which devotion and thought are still at one abstains from 
thinking and desiring to understand, so in the healthy soul un- 
derstanding and conceiving return into the unity of the scien- 
tifically mediated faith. 

12. Biblical Anthropomorphisms and Anthropopathisms. 

The anthropomorphic and the anthropopathic manner in 
which the Bible frequently speaks of God is a stumbling-block 
to the educated consciousness. Here, at least, it seems not to 
he possible thattheinterpretershonldbecomeatonewith Scrip- 
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Ground of ture. It is true, of course, that anthropomorphisms and anthro- 

anthropo- . x . 

morphisms. popathisms have their ground in great part in the sensuous arid 
uncultured conceptions of God ; that they are most frequent 
and most crude in the most ancient parts of Scripture, more 
rare in the later writings. 1 But if we admit that even in the 
older parts of the Old Testament very spiritual and exalted 
conceptions of God occur (cf. Gen. i. 3 ; Ps. viii. ; xxxiii. 9 ; 
Lev. xix. 2 ; Num. xxiii. 19, et al.), and on the other hand, 
that in the New Testament, and particularly in the discourses 
of Jesus, nay, even in the Johannean discourses of Christ, 
anthropomorphisms are not rare (cf. Matt, xviii. 10 ; Luke xi. 
5-13 ; xv. 4-10, 20-32; xviii. 1-8 ; John x. 29 ; xiv. 2, 16; 
xvii. 4) ; we cannot attribute these sensuous ways of speaking 
simply to the incapacity of the authors to rise to a spiritual idea 
of God. The matter rather stands thus : Strong and pervasive 
as is the Scripture writers' consciousness of the exaltation and 
holiness of God, of the insignificance and sinfulness of the 
human creature, yet just as much a matter of fact with most 
of them is intercourse with God. The effect of this familiar 
association is that they are able without detracting from their 
idea of God to converse humanly, and, so to speak, naively 
Character with God. In general these anthropomorphic and anthro- 
thropomo'r- popathic expressions are never didactically intended, but are 
pressfons. reflections of what the soul has learned from God, on the con- 
ception of God, hypostatizings of religious experiences; so espe- 
cially the expressions : anger of God, zeal of God, compassion, 
repentance of God (1 Sam. xv. 11 ; Ps. cvi. 45 ; Amos vii. 3, 6; 
John iii. 9, 10). In general the conviction presses itself upon the 
attentive and thorough biblical student, that the sacred authors 
have to do with very realistic and corporeal conceptions, and 
that we, with our striving after abstractions and distinctions, are 
not competent to think and feel with the Prophets and Apos- 
tles, or, if we would, we must think otherwise than we are accus- 
tomed to think. (Cf. the passage cited on p. 78 from Rothe's 

1 This seems to me rather doubtful (so far as the Old Testament is con- 
cerned). Is there more of this in Genesis than in Bangs, e.g. ? TK. 
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preface to Auberlen's " Ch. F. Oetinger.") But here it is well 
to discriminate between realistic ideas that have originated by 
way of distinguishing and fixing comprehension (dogmatic 
ideas), and realistic ideas that are the product of feeling 
and of fantasy. In Scripture the first kind is scarcely to be Distinction 

hpt\VPPTl 

found at all, while ideas of the second kind are altogether pre- dogmatic 
dominant ; for that which man comes to experience as revela- 
tion and a divine event, appears in his soul, first of all, in the 
form of feeling and fantasy, and is vivid and powerful only 
so long as it is therein present in this form. Just in this con- 
sists the difference between the biblical and the ecclesiastical 
form of religious truth, that the former has still the living and 
fresh form of immediateness, but the latter has in itself the 
rationally reflecting form. Thus biblical truth may be com- 
pared to the fresh, growing plant, ecclesiastical truth to the 
dried plants in the herbarium of the botanist. Instead of any 
more elaborate proof, we cite only the one idea, "spirit" 
(7rvevfj.a), an idea that differs just as much through its realism 
from the usual modern idea as through its vividness and fluidity 
from the ecclesiastical. The realism of the biblical writers is 
explicable from the fact that their view is that of faith and 
that for faith the ideal is the truly real, cf. Heb. xi. 1 ff. Only 
the believer understands believing, and distinguishes it as well 
from the paganism of mere abstraction as from the Judaism of 
doctrinal ecclesiasticism, or of mere orthodoxy. In the de- 
termination of the biblical idea in general this is not to be left 
out of account ; it is first arrived at in a purely philological 
way, but the understanding of this idea is only won from within, 
i.e. from the connection of the method of thought of the 
biblical author, when we can identify ourselves with him, i.e. 
can sympathize with him. Cf. Zetzschwitz, as above. Oremer, 
Biblico-theological Lexicon of the New Testament Greek. 

13. Biblical Writings to be studied in their Relations. 

Tet we have to do not alone with the religious understanding 
of the biblical views in general, nor with that of the individual 
thoughts and ideas, but we must also be able to think and feel 
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Paul vs. 
James. 


Synoptics 
vs. John. 


Requisites 
historical 
sense: 


religious 
ripeness. 


Whatispre- ourselves into the whole of a definite biblical writing. This 

supposed. , ._,-,, . , , . . , 

also presupposes, indeed, all the exegetical and critical opera- 
tions, but also sympathy with the religious situation and dis- 
position of the author. The difficulty here consists chiefly in 
the difference of situations and of religious stand-points. He 
that can think himself into a Paul will hardly be able to think 
himself into a James; nay, only with painstaking into the 
Synoptic discourses of Jesus ; or he that can do the latter will 
scarcely be able to throw himself into the Johannean manner 
of thinking and feeling. And yet the exegete is to be able to 
do this ! How will it be possible to him who is also afflicted 
with limitations of individuality to think himself into the 
various writers, and thus, so to speak, to become a universal 
man ? Two conditions are requisite for this : 1) historical 
sense, which is able to think itself into different times, places, 
and individualities, a sense that is acquired through study 
and practice, and 2) religious ripeness, which has in itself 
lived through the various stages of religious development. 

Two exam- Let us make this clear by two examples, and that, too, by such 
as through their diversity, yes, contrast, strain the problem to 
its highest : the Epistle to the Galatians and the Epistle of 

Galatian ,. James. The religious understanding of the Apostle Paul, and 
particularly of the Epistle to the Galatians, on the part of 
Luther, springing, as it did, from true spiritual relationship, is 
known to all, and even the exegete of the nineteenth century 
will draw rich instruction and edification from his explanation 
of this Epistle. Whatever advance has been made upon this 
is due partly to the philological understanding resting on better 
linguistic knowledge, partly to the historical understanding 
purified through historical criticism. We know how Paul came 
to believe in Christ and to the Apostolic calling in an altogether 
different way from the primitive Apostles ; not through per- 
sonal association with Jesus, but through a sudden illumination ; 
not through a deepening of Judaism, but through breaking 
with Judaism. We know that on his mission to the Gentiles 
without making the Gentiles first proselytes to Judaism he 
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simply and immediately converted them to faith in Christ, in 
which he himself had found justification before God and peace, 
and that he received them upon this their faith, without further 
ceremony, into the Christian communion. So had he also pro- 
claimed the gospel in Galatia, and notwithstanding the 
bodily infirmity under which he labored at that time had 
found joyful acceptance and living response (Gal. iv. 13-15). 
Now he that knows what it costs to convert men to Christ 
and to found a Christian community (see Luther, Com. ad I. 6), 
and what a union of hearts such a longing for souls must have 
produced between the preacher of the gospel and the people, 
can throw himself into the whole pain and discomfiture of the 
former when, now, others, coming under the pretence of a better 
gospel and of the true orthodoxy, throw suspicion on the doctrine 
and the teacher through which this community has arrived at 
the saving faith, and bring forward, now, their legal observances 
and burdens a.s the conditio salutis : Paul has to do not merely 
with a conflict of views, not merely with a question of the 
priority of activity, but with the paternal relation to the com- 
munity, nay, with the most sacred experience and vital certainty 
(Gal. i. 11 ff.). So, then, it is based entirely on the nature of 
the situation, that he should bring home to the hearts of his 
readers this certainty of his as a fruit of the decisive epoch of his 
life, as a work of God in himself, which has made itself known 
as such through the miraculous conversion which he has expe- 
rienced (i. 11-24). But because his opponents appealed to the 
standard authority of the primitive Apostles, the pillars of the 
church, and rightly indeed, so far as the essence of the 
point of view is concerned, the Apostle bas now the task, 
as the need, to show that he has brought about a recognition of 
his gospel even on the part of those highly esteemed primitive 
Apostles, i.e. that they were obliged to look upon his mission 
to the Gentiles as divinely justified, and to recognize the equal 
validity of Jewish and Gentile conversion ; and that he him- 
self has earnestly reproved Peter, piita- of thn church as he 
Was, on account of his wavering. The latter circumstance 
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must be so much the more important to the Apoi'tie by as 
much as, there as here, the cardinal question at stake was, 
whether salvation depends on faith in Christ or on the obser- 
vance of the institutions of the law. To him that, as Paul, has 
found in the law death, and in faith life, a return to the law 
can only appear a renunciation of faith an apostasy from 
Christ (ii. 19-21). But finally, to the Galatian communicants 
themselves, who had suffered themselves to be seduced to the 
legal Christianity, it could and must be proved that the legal 
religion has not the power to make alive, for which he could 
appeal to his own experience (iii. 15), nor the true sense of 
the Old Testament itself (iii. 6 ff.), nor the ground and aim of 
God's way of salvation (iii. 15 .). If his personal experiences 
were for the Apostle himself sufficient proofs of the truth of 
his gospel, and might be also for his readers, yet the relation 
demanded that it should be demonstrated to them, ad hominem, 
how ungrounded and wrong was their turning away from his 
gospel to the legal religion ; hence, the appeal to their own 
religious experience, to the witness of the Old Testament, hence 
the explanation of the whole divine plan of salvation, and of 
the relation of the law thereto, etc. From the state of faith 
and of grace alone could the Apostle and can men in 
general win this insight into the connection of the counsel 
of God, i.e. into the temporary and pedagogical significance of 
the legal religion. Only with this insight and explanation are 
the adversaries completely refuted, and the superiority of the 
Pauline gospel over that of the adversaries shown. Thus to 
him that can sympathize with the Apostle is the interest and 
the importance of the Pauline deduction in the Epistle to the 
Galatians disclosed. 

I2iu Spistie But how, now, is it with the Epistle of James ? how can the 

ames. j atter t eac k truth, if the doctrine of the Epistle to the Galatians 

is true ? Must not the Epistle of James appear of necessity 

a " strawy Epistle " to him that has sympathetically pene- 

ilowtba trated into this? The difficulty is surmounted partly by a 
correct historical perception, partly by a ripe religious experi- 
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ence. From the Synoptic Gospels it follows with certainty 
that the Pauline antithesis of the works of the law and faith 
was entirely foreign to Jesus, in that to him the Mosaic law 
was lost in the pure will of God, and that he also distinguished 
the Israelites as " the children of the kingdom " from the Gen- 
tiles. So far, therefore, the primitive Apostles, Jewish Chris- 
tians, were entirely in the right when they held fast to the essen- 
tial unity of Mosaism and Christianity. Only in this they 
remained behind the Master, that he had recognized the priority 
of the people of the law as conditioned, and as to be taken 
away through the unbelief of the Jews themselves ; but they 
maintained this priority as unconditioned, and did not see, as he 
did, the decisive factor in susceptibility to the gospel of the 
kingdom of God. When now, Paul, without having seen and 
heard the Lord himself, 1 came forward with his gospel, brought 
|f faith into prominence in opposition to the law, and through 
If his immediate acceptance of the Gentiles seemed to display a 
f depreciating estimate of the people of the covenant, they could 

*V 

see in this only an apostasy from the true religion. Now, of 
course, it was very possible and obvious that, where there was 
no right consciousness of sin and no true repentance, Paulin- 
isiri should degenerate into antinomianism, and furnish induce- 
ment to a moral laxity and an unfruitful dogmatism. This 
must have been the condition of the readers doubtless 
schooled in Paulinism 2 of this Epistle. No wonder, that 
this Apostolic man felt himself impelled to enter a protest 
against such pseudo-Christianity, and to bring before the hearts 
of his readers the practical Christianity which is summed up in 
the royal command of love. It is really an often-confirmed 
fact, that lack of moral earnestness and dependence on dog- 
matizing go hand in hand, and that, e.g. the preaching of 
justification through faith, if it is not based upon repentance, 

1 That is, before his ascension. TR. 

2 There seems to be some ground for believing that the Epistle of James 
was written very early, before the development of the Pauline theology 
TR. 
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ministers to an antinomian dogmatism. He that has expe- 
rienced this in himself, or observed it in others, understands the 
Epistle of James. These two examples may suffice to show, 
that only the union of the exegetico-historical study with a 
profound sympathy with the biblical author leads to the perfect 
understanding of Scripture. 

/3) Impartation of the Theological Understanding to Others. 

(Cf. I. 7). 

14. Essential Elements. 

Just as only he possesses the right understanding of his 
author who thinks what the author thought and as he thought 
it, so also only he furnishes correct understanding of his author 
who puts the hearers in a condition to think what he thought 
and as he thought it. If we apply this proposition to the ex- 
planation of the New Testament, it is clear, that the interpreter 
can only then introduce others into the complete understanding 
of Scripture when be himself is in possession as well of the 
scientifically mediated religious understanding as also of the 
Religious talent for exegetical teaching. "We are concerned especially 

understand- . , . . & T & . . . , , , 

ing pre- with impartation to learners of me science, hence with the 
religious scientijic-theological impartation. Here it may happen that 
tion? r a " one exegetical teacher pays attention chiefly to the philological 
in the narrower sense, another to the logical combination of 
thoughts, a third to the real features, a fourth preponderatingly 
to the practical-religious understanding. There is little objec- 
tion to this, provided that the main object of interpretation does 
not suffer thereby. But with regard to the last-mentioned 
direction, we must guard earnestly against the so-called inter- 
pretation of Scripture which loads the thoughts of the author 
with pious reflections, and thus thinks to introduce the readers 
Piousreflec- or hearers to the understanding thereof. This is not interpret- 
terjjretation ing the author, but overwhelming him. It would be altogether 
perverse if such reflections should be thought to make superflu- 
ous the scientific ascertaining of the sense, and " spiritual " Scrip- 
ture interpretation should be put in the place of this as the 
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Bo-called worldly interpretation. No interpretation, however 
pious and spiritual it may be, is worth anything if it be not 
based on scientific exegetical work ; for only this proceeds from 
the earnest and upright intention to understand and to make in- 
telligible the author. The hearers also should be convinced Conscien- 

tious work 

and know that the understanding of Scripture is attainable the only 

r /-\ i means to 

no otherwise than through conscientious work. Un the other the true un- 

, ... , derstanding 

hand also, the exegete who imparts to his hearers only matter of Scripture 
pertaining to textual criticism, grammar, and archaeology can- 
not boast of having explained the author to them, and of hav- 
ing introduced them into the author's sense and spirit. The 
biblical author meant to impart thoughts, and to bring about a 
religious effect, and such also should be the aim of the biblical 
interpreter. Only then can he regard his exegetical work as 
complete, when it has reached, as its end and result, the religions 
understanding on the part of the hearers. Only let nobody 
suppose that this is attainable through pious talking, or that it 
is something apart. The interpreter must have so identified 
himself with the spirit of his author, that his exegetical dis- 
course without many religious words may make upon the 
susceptible hearer the impression designed to be received from 
the religious spirit of the author. Nowhere is laconicism, as Laconicism 
it is found, e.g. in Bengel's Gnomon, better applied than here. pface! n 
The religious thought must fall into the bosom of the hearer as 
the ripe fruit, so to speak, of the exegetical work. 

15. Method of Procedure! 

The exegetical discourse must be as much as possible an 

unfolding. The inductive method alone is here suitable. The The indno- 

tive method 
interpreter must cause the thought of the author to arise grad- alone suit- 

ually before 'the eyes of his hearers, and must never lose .sight 
of the aim the understanding of the author. It is, indeed, 
natural that one exegete should pay chief attention to textual 
criticism, another to the linguistic features, a third to the logical 
course of thought, a fourth to the historical and real, another, 
finally, to the religious and practical aspect, and should treat 
his speciality the most exhaustively and with the most concern. 
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To this there is no objection ; only the principal matter or th6 

aim with regard to the passage under consideration must not 

be lost sight of : not simply because the hearers have a right 

to expect that this chiefly is given to them, but also because 

Specialties the object of exegesis itself demands it. Specialties such 

tmabie. J as those named have always had their perfect right, and 

find, as heretofore, their proper place. On the other hand, 

there may be occasions in the text itself through which one is 

tempted to lose sight of the aim of the explanation : such are 

especially difficult or disputed passages, as John viii. 25 ; xviii. 

Passages 28 ; Rom. v. 7 ; Gal. iii. 19, 20 ; James iv. 5. That such pas- 

that require 

special sages require a more searching treatment, is self-evident : vet 

thorough- _ S . ^ ,. , . . , 

ness of the interpreter must confine himself to what is most essential, 
treat ment. ., 1n ,,.. , . , , 

it he would not thereby injure the connection too much ; unless 

he has laid down as his object the special explanation of such a 
passage. It is otherwise with longer passages, which form by 
themselves, as it were, a whole, as Luke xvi. 1 ff., 19 ff. ; Rom. 
v. 12-21 ; 1 Cor. xv. 1-11 ; Phil. ii. 5-11. To say nothing of 
the fact that such passages claim an independent treatment, and 
are treated independently (cf. among others R. Rothe's excel- 
lent explanation of Rom. v. 12-21), the understanding of such 
a passage is an essential part of the understanding of Scripture 
in general. But passages also that are not precisely difficult, 
but are important for the understanding of the author in ques- 
tion, require a more elaborate treatment. Passages of this 
kind are Rom. iii. 21-31 ; viii. 1-4; 1 Cor. xii. 111; 2 Cor. 
iii. 12-18 ; Gal. ii. 1-10, 11-21, et al. In such cases the exe- 
getical apparatus, properly sifted, and in greater completeness, 
is to be brought into application. Whether the religious con- 
tents is to be made prominent in a special way or not depends 
on the nature of the public, and on the object had in view. 

16. Impartation to an unlearned Audience! 

Apart from the scientific, the interpreter may pursue a purely 

practical, object. This is naturally the case with a public in 

great part unlearned and promiscuous, i.e. with Christian 

churches. That here all impartation pf learned apparatus is tc 
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be dispensed with has already been said (I. 7), and is self- 
evident. But he that would infer from this that for a prac- Preparation 

as necessary 
tical Scripture interpretation no scientific equipment and pre- for ex- 

paration is requisite would find himself in a great error. The scripture to 

,, , ..., , j-o-x v theunedu- 

practical as well as the scientific interpreter o bcnpture nas C ated as to 
to set forth the sense of Scripture, which is always the same. C ated. U ~ 
The difference between the two consists not in the fact that the 
subject is different, but in the fact that the scientific mediation 
is given in the one place, in the other withheld, and that there 
the religious sense and contents are rather assumed, here they 
are imparted ex professo. The more thoroughly the practical 
theologian is versed in the study of Scripture, and the more 
maturely he has wrought out the passage of Scripture in ques- 
tion, the better and more practical, under the presupposition of 
adequate religious knowledge of men and aptness to teach, will 
be his exposition. Not Scripture as such, it is true, but the 
word of God in Scripture, is the preacher to bring near to his 
hearers, and he must continually be mindful of the purposes 
for which Scripture was given us (2 Tim. iii. 16). The more 
he himself lives therein, the better will he teach and preach ; 
and the more he identifies himself with his hearers the less 
tiresome and the more practical will be his discourse. But How the 
he can identify himself with his hearers not on the ground of ?denti}fed 8 
his scientifically acquired theological stand-point, but only on hearers! 
the common need of salvation. Yet it is not to be denied that 
the theological knowledge of the preacher may come in conflict 
with the popular faith of his church. I call attention only to Method oi 
cases where he runs upon mistakes in the ecclesiastical (resp. 
Lutheran) translation of the Bible ; where spurious passages 
occur in the ecclesiastical text ; where passages that are evi- 
dently legendary are found ; where differences of the doctrinal 
conception of the authors are not to be overlooked. The wis- verslon - 
dom of the preacher and carer for souls, who understands the 
state of the case, will yet easily overcome these difficulties, 
simply correcting the evident faults of the Bible translation, 
passing over the spurious passages (esp. 1 John v. 7), leaving 
82 
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untouched others (as John viii. 1-11, which passage is spurious, 
indeed, but historically in no way incredible) for the sake of 
this latter reason, and finally letting stand likewise other pas- 
sages (as the doxology, Matt. vi. 13), which are, as it were, 
ecclesiastically sanctioned, since we have to do here not 
with a theological, but simply with a religious understanding. 
More difficult is the treatment of such passages as obtrude 
themselves upon the theologian as unhistorical, as the Evan- 
gelium infantiae, part of the history of the Resurrection, and 
others. But this subject is not at all appropriate for discussion 
before the church, but is rather to be treated in private con- 
versations, while in public discourse not the history as such, 
but the ideal contents of the narrative is to be impressed upon 
the hearts of the hearers. In general in such cases we are 
to proceed rather positively than negatively, since for the 
olxoSofjuq of the individuals and of the. church, and not in the 
first instance for the enlightening of the same, is he there. 1 
Method of But how is it with the doctrinal differences? The hearers 
with popu- in general, such especially as have been schooled in orthodoxy, 
icaierrorsT regard the Scriptures as an organic whole, equally inspired 
in all its parts, while the educated theologian must regard 
this notion as erroneous. In general the preacher will rarely 
have occasion to enter upon these differences. It is a mis- 
take in any case, e.g. to explain the Sermon on the Mount 
or a passage from John in a Pauline way. Each passage is 
rather to be explained from its connection and from the spirit 
of the writer, to whom it belongs. Should the practical ex- 
positor find it necessary or to his purpose to refer to the diverse 
doctrine, he should do this only in the conclusion, and should 
show how the two are related to each other, how they may be 
explained historically, and how they are resolvable into a 
higher third doctrine. Yet this can occur only before a very 
cultured audience. It depends here in general upon the nature 
of the audience, upon their culture and their religious position. 


i Is oiKoSofj.-!) necessarily an antithesis of " enlightening, instructing ' ? 
This latter seems really to be an essential element of the former. TK. 
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The better the preacher knows these the more certain will he 
be to steer aright in all such cases. 

17. Kinds of Practical Impartation. 

The practical treatment of Scripture is manifold : Bible Bible 

. . . . T i x i i meditation, 

meditation, as it is exercised in narrower circles, is most closely 

connected with exegesis proper. Here, of course, the sense 
and the course of thought of the sacred author are the princi- 
pal thing. "With this in view the interpreter must have so 
penetrated into the author, that the latter has become as well 
exegetically and historically clear to him as also religiously 
vivid. But because the practical interpreter must aim with his 
.explanation of the Bible at a single impression, he has to sum 
up in the conclusion, as the final theme, the interpretation in a 
principal thought The same holds true of the so-called horn- Homilies. 
Hies, in which the passage of Scripture is to be well pondered 
according to its course of thought and organism, as well as ac- 
cording to its relation to the hearers and the present. It is other- 
wise with the sermon proper. It has, indeed, also already been Sermons, 
asked, whether the sermon is to be essentially Scripture interpre- 
tation or the synthetical treatment of a single thought. The 
question is to be decided in the latter sense, inasmuch as here, 
where as a rule the church is assembled and the moment a 
solemn one, still more than in the foregoing cases, a single 
arousing impression is to be made. Only the passage of Scrip- 
ture and its exposition must be the means to this end. The The text 
text must never be a mere pre-text, since the preacher, as his madeamera 
hearers, is to proceed from the presupposition that the word of pre 
God in the Scriptures is a word for all time and for all essen- 
tial ethical-religious needs. The theme must, therefore, invaria- 
bly be derived from the text itself. The difference, never of 
course to be underestimated, between the relations of the New 
Testament time and those of the present demands, indeed, the 
reduction of the biblical thought to the thought of the present. 
Very ofteu, therefore, what the author has said with reference 
to a special relation of his time must be generalized, and this 
general thought must again be specialized in reference to the 
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RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING. 


The laic 
conscious- 
ness. 


Summary 
statement 
of the exe- 
getical 
work. 


Correlation 
of the scien- 
tific and 
practical 
treatment 
of Scripture 


Preaching a 
mediation 
between the 
scientific 
and the 
practical 
understand- 
ing. 


relations of the present. Yet will the deeper and finer refer* 
eiices of the Scripture word to the needs of the present furnish 
themselves so much the more unsought to him that has rightly 
penetrated into the Scriptures. 

18. Conclusion. 

In the practical treatment of the Bible the scientific-theo- 
logical understanding of Scripture is reconciled with the laic 
consciousness. From this we proceeded conceiving of it, as we 
did, as desiring to learn and to understand ; then we showed 
how this willing to understand becomes through the exeget- 
ical work ability to understand: and finally, we have given 
a hint as to how the scientific understanding acquired through 
study becomes religious for the interpreter himself and for 
others. Accordingly, the exegetical work is 1) a purely 
scientific work, which is itself law, and as such it has for its 
object a) not only the understanding of Scripture con- 
sidered in a purely historical way, but it furnishes also /3) 
the material for biblical philology, for the history of primitive 
Christianity, and for biblical theology; 2) the exegetical 
work is also a practical work, and rests as such on scientific 
investigation. 

Through this process the spirit of the New Testament is 
made serviceable to the Christian church, and the church is 
built up on the words of Christ and the Apostles. _ The scien- 
tific and the practical treatment must always join hands ; for 
neither is at present a sound and substantial understanding of 
Scripture possible without thorough scientific investigation, nor 
is a correct theological understanding possible without practical 
sympathy and without a living appropriation of the biblical 
thoughts and truths. The mediation between the scientific and 
the practical understanding of Scripture is preaching. But 
this presupposes the mediation of the two in the heart of the 
preacher, i.e. the theological understanding. But the organism 
of the Christian church also presupposes the variety of xapwr- 
fjiara and the suitable activity of the same, and this in such a 
manner that some busy themselves preponderatingly and ex 
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professo with the scientific, and some chiefly with the practical 
treatment of Scripture : and just as the practical interpretation 
of Scripture in turn will be with one more a prophetic inter- 
pretation, with another more a didactic, and again with others 
more a parenetic, so the scientific treatment of Scripture 
divides itself again into a more critical, or philological, or his- 
torical, or doctrinal. Each has its right in the organism of the 
sciences and in the organism of the Christian church itself. 
Just as mutual interchange and harmonious co-operation of the 
various branches of science cannot but be advantageous to these 
branches, so the health of the Christian church depends essen- 
tially upon the mutual confidence and harmonious co-operation 
of men of theological science and men of theological praxis, 
82* 
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THE following summary of the leading peculiarities of New 
Testament Greek Grammar is from notes taken upon the class 
lectures of Prof. John A. Broadus, D.D., LL.D., of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. Broadus has been a life-long 
and critical student of New Testament Greek, and has a treasury 
of valuable grammatical notes, "which it is hoped he will at no very 
distant day find occasion to publish. While Dr. Broadus kindly 
granted permission to use the notes here presented, he is not in 
any way responsible for the translation. TB. 

SUMMAEY OP THE LEADING PECULIARITIES OF NEW 
TESTAMENT GKEEK GRAMMAR, 

FROM THE NOTES OF PROF. JOHN A. BROADUS, D.D., LL.D. 

The sources of peculiarity are four : 

1. The basis is later Greek, chiefly in the colloquial form. This 
affects botli words and constructions. 

2. The Hebreio and Aramaic tinge, which arises partly from 
reading Hebrew, and partly from speaking Aramaic. This affects, 
1) words, 2) constructions. 

3. Latin words and phrases, not affecting the Syntax, but only 
introducing a certain number of new words and phrases, imitated 
in the Greek. 

4. New meanings of words, and new compounds, to express new 
Christian ideas. (Peculiarities more largely lexical than gram- 
matical). 

A. PECULIARITIES AS TO FORMS. 
See Winer, and the additions in Moulton's translation. 
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B. PECULIAEITIES AS TO SYNTAX. 
1. The Article. 

1. Frequent omission of the Article when an appended Genitive 
makes the phrase sufficiently definite. This is an imperfect Hebra- 
ism. It accords with the following : the Article must be omitted 
in Hebrew, when there is what is equivalent to a Genitive, etc. 
Hence this is only partly conformed to Hebrew usage. 

2. Omission of the Article with a Noun made definite by usage, 
as, e.g. irvevpa, ypa.<t>rj, K. T. X., especially when preceded by a Prep- 
osition. This is a mere extension of the Classical usage, and is 
not a Hebraistic peculiarity. Cf. o-eAiJv??, -y^, K. T. A. 

3. Again, Attributive clauses (Prep, with Noun) are often appen- 
ded to a Noun without repeating the Article. This usage is not 
found in Attic. Here the natural relation, or the known facts, 
must suggest the attributive force. 

4. Finally, ets is used in a few instances where it is scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from the English Indefinite Article. 

. As to t7^e Pronouns. 

1. The Personal Pronoun, in the Nominative, is used more freely 
and thus with less emphasis. Its absence may be strongly insisted 
on as showing that there is no emphasis ; but its presence more 
cautiously as indicative of emphasis, because of its freer use in the 
New Testament. 

2. The use of O.VTOS in the Nominative. See Winer and Buttmann. 

3. A Hebraistic use, by which we have a Relative followed by 
a Personal Pronoun later in the sentence. This is very rare in 
Classic writers. 

4. In general, the Personal and Demonstrative Pronouns are 
often employed for the sake of explicitness and circumstantiality 
where the earlier Greek would omit them as unnecessary. 

3. As to Nouns (Substantives). 

1. The Dual is NOT used. 

2. The Nominative is often used in addresses, like the Vocative. 

3. The Genitive of quality is often used instead of an Adjective. 
Imperfect Hebraism. 

4. The Preposition is often added to a case, where Classical 
Greek would have the case alone. 
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4* JLs to the Verb. 

1. It is doubtful whether the Perfect and the Aorist are ever 
confounded in the New Testament. Winer admits such confusion 
in two or three cases of the use of the Perfect, but in none of them 
is it a necessary supposition, and of course we should shrink from 
such an acknowledgment unless necessary. The confusion is all 
due to our use of the Perfect where the Greek prefers the Aorist. 
(Notice Paul's use of the Aorist). 

2. "Iva and the Subjunctive is frequently used in what is called 
the subfinal sense. This appears to have been an early Greek 
usage, intermitted in the Classical period and revived in later 
Greek. It is never used (in the New Testament) in the Eventual 
or Ecbatic sense. In the common final (Telic) sense it is sometimes 
used with the Indicative Future, and even with the Indicative 
Present. 

3. The Optative is but little employed. Scarcely even in the 
oratio obliqua. 

4. The use of TOV -f- the Infinitive is frequent and varied, much 
more so than in Classical Greek. 

5. So the Infinitive, in oblique cases, governed by a Preposition is 
much more frequent than in Classical Greek. An imperfect Hebra- 
ism, being very rare in Classical, very common in New Testament 
Greek. 

6. The use of the Particle av is less copious and diversified, and 
it is never used with the Participle. 

7. The Future tense is more frequently employed in commands 
and prohibitions. An imperfect Hebraism. 

8. The Future Participle is rarely employed to express purpose. 
This is a favorite Classical construction. 

9. Peculiar use of eyevero followed by an Accusative + Infinitive, 
by on + Indicative, and even by the Indicative without on. An 
imperfect though almost perfect Hebraism. Cf. ifi^i . Bare 
and strange in Classical Greek. 

5. As to Prepositions. 

1. Verbs compounded with Prepositions are more used, and the 
Prepos .tion is more frequently repeated after a compound Verb. 

2. Further, ev is oftener used of means or instrument. Imperfect 
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Hebraism. Also a greater abundance of figurative significations of 
Iv, as ' sphere,' ' element,' ' ground,' etc. This is partly of Hebrew 
and partly of Christian origin, (a and Paul's ev Xpicrr<3, etc.). 

6. As to Conjunctions. 

!. Kat is often used where Classical Greek would have a more 
distinctive Conjunction. This is an imperfect Hebraism in part, and 
partly due to the general tendency of simple colloquial style in all 
languages. (Notice the children, " and .... and .... and," etc.). 

2. "Apa is more used ; is stronger, and not necessarily postpositive. 

3. A number of Conjunctions used in Classical Greek to express 
nice distinctions are not used in the New Testament. 

7. As to Adverbs. 

1. A peculiar use of iras followed at an interval by ov. A 
Hebraism. 

2. A more frequent use of ov in Conditional phrases. 

3. Ov less frequently used with Participles, and not at all with 
the Infinitive. 

8. As to the Structure of Sentences. 

Anacolutha are somewhat frequent, particularly in Paul ; but not 
more so than in Classical writers. 

There are various irregularities in the Apocalypse, partly Hebra- 
istic j partly colloquial ; and partly due to the intense passion which 
leads the writer to forget grammar. 

The peculiarities are mostly those of words and phrases, i.e. 
Lexical. 

It is important to know these facts as to the peculiarities of New 
Testament Greek, 

1. For Scientific reasons : correct exegesis, etc. 

2. For Controversial reasons : the New Testament not a distinct 
dialect, etc., but to be treated according to the rules of Classical 
Greek. 
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INDEX OF SCRIPTURE PASSAGES 
EXPLAINED. 


1. Passages Treated in a Text-critical Way. 


Matt. i. 25, 

Matt. v. 11, 

Matt. v. 22, 

Matt. v. 28, 

Matt. vi. 13, 

Matt. viii. 28 and Par., 

Matt. xv. 32, 

Matt, xxviii. 19, 

Mark i. 2, 
Mark i. 16, 
Mark ii. 7, 
Mark ii. 26, 
Mark iii. 16, 
Mark iv. 6, 
Mark ix. 23, 
Mark ix. 26, 
Mark xvi. 9 ff., 


Luke xi. 4, 
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123 
112 
112 
121 

110, 117 
115 
121 
123 

116 
119 
120 
116 
122 
119 

116, 122 
122 
110 


Luke xxiii. 46, 
Luke xxiii. 63, 

John i. 28, 

John v. 4, 

John vii. 8, 

John vii. 53-viii. 11, 

John xvii. 2, 3, 

John xix. 14, 

Rom. viii. 1, 
Rom. ix. 27, 
Rom. ix. 33, 

1 Cor. xv. 51, 
Gal. ii. 5, 


117 1 John v. 7, 


2. Passages Explained Exegetically. 


Matt. i. 1-17, 
Matt. i. 23, 
Matt. ii. 15, 
Matt. iii. 3 f., 
Matt, v.-vii. 
Matt. v. 3-12, 
Matt. v. 25, 26, 
Matt. vi. 22, 23, 
Ma it. vii. 1-14, 
Mact. vii. 6, 
Matt. vii. 7-11, 
Matt. vii. 13, 14, 
Matt. vii. 16-20, 
Matt. vii. 21 ff., 
Matt. viii. 28 f., Par., 
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120 

122 

114 
112 
113 
111 
122 
118 

112 
120 
120 

114, 123 

118, 122 
110 
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Matt. x. 24, 

150 

172 

Matt. xi. 25, 

158 

173 

Matt. xii. 33, 

158 

167 

Matt. xiii. 3-8, 

233 

235 

Matt. xiii. 14, 15, 

169 

207 

Matt. xiii. 16, 17, 

165 

149 

Matt. xiii. 44, 

232 

149 

Matt, xvi, 17-19, 

146 

208 

Matt. xix. 24, 

163 

157 

Matt. xx. 1-16, 

224 

164 

Matt. xxi. 33 ff., 

224 

164 

Matt. xxii. 1 ff., 

222 

144 

Matt. xxii. 16, 

233 

165 

Matt. xxii. 31, 32, 

169 

267 

Matt. xxiv. and Par., 

164, 2.52 
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Matt. xxv. 14 ff., 

222 

Acts xv. and Gal. ii., 

277 

Matt. xxvi. 17 and Par., 

276 





James i. 3, 

152 

Luke ii. 1 f., 

278 

James i. 17, 

153, 160 

Luke iii. 1, 

274 

James iv. 5, 

179 

Luke iii. 2, 

279 



Luke iii. 23, 

280 

1 Pet. i. 7, 

152 

Lukeiv. 18-22, 

167 

1 Pet. ii. 5 

163 

Luke vi. 20 ff., 

235 



Luke vi. 40, 

150 

1 John iii. 20, 

179 

Luke vii. 47, 

147 



Luke viii. 10, 

170 

Rom. i. 17, 

170 

Luke x. 23, 24, 

165 

Rom. v. 7, 

178 

Luke x. 30-37, 

223 

Rom. v. 12 ff., 

190 

Luke xi. 9 ff., 

164 

Rom. vii. 7-24, 

242 

Luke xi. 34 ff., 

149 

Rom. ix. 15, 

173 

Luke xii. 58, 59, 

149 

Rom. ix.-xi., 

173 

Luke xiii. 25 ff., 

165 

Rom. xi. 2-4, 

168 

Luke xiv. 16 ff., 

222 

Rom. xi. 33, 

160 

Luke xiv. 26, 

163 

Rom. xiv. 23, 

146 

Luke xv. 1 Iff., 223,229, 

231, 233 



Luke xvi. 1-8, 155, 

226, 232 

1 Cor. iii. 16, 17, 

152 

Luke xvi. 13, 

155 

1 Cor. vii. 16, 

181 

Luke xvi. 15-18, 

207 

1 Cor. ix. 9, 

175 

Luke xvi. 19 ff., 156, 

224, 229 

1 Cor. x. 4, 

175 

John i. 18, 

204 

Gal. ii. 14-21, 

216 

John i. 28, 

266 

Gal. iii. 16, 

174 

John iii. 1-21, 

210 

Gal. iii. 19, 20, 

153, 192 

John iv. 37, 

160 

Gal. iv. 22 ff., 

175 

John v. 19 ff., 

213 

Gal. vi. 8, 

181 

John v. 25, 

153 



John vi. 26 ff,, 

239 

Phil. ii. 6-8, 

205 

John vi. 57, 

182 



John viii. 21 ff., 

214 

2 Thess. ii. 1-12, 

257 

John viii. 37, 

161 



John ix. 39, 

160 

Heb. x. 22, 

160 

John x. 11 ff., 

234 

Heb. xii. 26, 27, 

174 

John xiii. 16, 

150 



John xv. 1-6, 

234 

Rev. xiii. 18, 

334 

John xviii. 28, 

281 

Rev. xvii. 9-11, 

333 


NOTE, This Index, it will be observed, includes only those passages 
that are treated at some length, and hence by no means all that are touched 
upon or referred to. TK. 
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PREPARED BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


Abarbanel, a Jewish interpreter, 39. 

Abbot, E., Article by, referred to, 
70 ; estimate of, as a text-critic,70. 

Abbreviation as a source of corrup- 
tion of the text of the N. T., 107. 

Abcn-Ezra, a Jewish interpreter, 39. 

Acuteness, excessive, a source of 
error in the cxcgetical judgment, 
197. 

Acts of the Apostles, linguistic pe- 
culiarities of, 142 f. ; intention of, 
324 ff. ; apparent discrepancies be- 
tween, and the Pauline Epistles, 
325 ; a defence of the Pauline 
mission to the Gentiles, 326. 

Affinity between interpreter and 
author necessary, 8, 92. 

Alexandrian School of Scripture 
interpretation, 31 f. 

Allegorical interpretation, motive 

of, 29 ; among the Alexandrian 

( and Palestinian Jews, 29 ; traces 

: of, in the N. T. writers, 30; 

Clement, Origen, Cyril, and Ath- 

anasius representatives of, 31 f. ; 

its elements of truth and error, 

84 f. 

Allegory, N. T., ground and nature 
of, 176 f. 

Amersvoordt, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 80. 

Angelology fully developed among 
the Jews at the time of Christ. 
294. 

Anthropomorphisms and anthro- 
popathisms in the Bible, idea of. 
363 ff. 

Antiochian school of Scripture in- 
terpretation, 32 f. j barrenness of, 
33 ; influence of, on the Syrian 
and Byzantine schools, 34. 
33 


Apocalypse, the Johannean, motive 
of, 20 ; Luther's estimate of, 20 ; 
why the Eastern church became 
estranged from, 21 ; linguistic pe- 
culiarities of, 139 f. ; intention of, 
330 ff. ; historical basis of, 332 ff. 

Apologetical interpretation, the, its 
elements of truth and error, 88 f. 

Aquinas, Thos., position of, as an 
interpreter, 37. 

Aretius, Benedict, position of, as an 
interpreter, 42. 

Arguments, kinds of, employed in 
the N. T., 200 f. 

Arminian exegesis, 48 f. 

Athanasius referred to, 22 ; position 
of, as an interpreter, 32. 

Auberlen, theological position of, 
77 f. 

Augustine, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 35 ; evil influence of, 
through his " fourfold sense " of 
Scripture, 35. 

Authors, biblical, not mere organs, 
26 ; individualities of, 26 ; de- 
pendent in part on tradition, 27 ; 
never suspected that they were 
writing for remote posterity, 27. 

Awakening, the religious, of 1813, 
63. 

Bacon, Roger, his acquaintance with 
Greek and Hebrew, 37. 

Baptist Quarterly, articles in, re- 
ferred to, 68, 111. 

Barnabas, the Epistle of, early re- 
garded as canonical by some, 20 f. 

Barsumas, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 34. 

Baur, F. C., and the later Tubin- 
gen school, 74 f. 
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Bede, the Ven., position of, as an 
interpreter, 36 f. 

Bengel, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 47; compared with Calvin, 
47 f. ; as a text-critic, 48. 

Beza, Th., position of as an inter- 
preter, 43. 

Bible (see Scriptures). 

Bibliotheca Sacra, articles in, re- 
ferred to, 68, 104, 127, 129. 

Bleek, position of, as an interpreter, 
67 ; treatise of, referred to, 111. 

Bochart, " Geographia Sacra" of, 
52. 

Bockholdt, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 53. 

Bocler on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Bosveld, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 79 f. 

Braun, position of, as an interpreter, 
45. 

Broadus, J. A., articles of, referred 
to, 70, 1 1 1 ; estimate of, as a text- 
critic, 70; appendix from notes 
of, 378 ff. 

Bucer, position of, as an interpreter, 
42. 

Bullinger, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 42. 

Burgon, treatise of, referred to, 111. 

Burman, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 45. 

Barrage, article of, referred to, 68. 

Buxtorf, J. (the younger), position 
of, as an interpreter, 49 f. ; his 
controversy with Capellus on the 
Hebrew vowel-points, 49 f. 

Byzantine school of Scripture in- 
terpretation, 34. 

Calixtus, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 43. 

Calov, Ahr., position of, as an inter- 
preter, 43. 

Calvin, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 40 ; compared with Bengel, 
47 f. 

Canon of Scripture long indefinite, 
15 f. ; why various books were 
rejected by various branches of 
the church, and how unanimity 
was finally reached, 20 f. 

Capellus, his controversy with Bux- 
torf on the Hebrew vowel-points, 
49 f. 


Castellns, heptaglot lexicon of, 51. 

Catenists, 36. 

Cellerier, work of, on hermeneutics, 
referred to, 12, 29, 159. 

Celsius, " Hierobotanicon " of, 52. 

Chiliasm among recent orthodox 
German interpreters, 77. 

Chronology of the N..T., 272 ; pau- 
city of data for, 273 ; unsettled, 
questions in, 273 ff. 

Chrysostom, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 33. 

Citations from the O. T., in the 
N.T., 166 ff. ; well-applied, 167 f.; 
seemingly unsuitable, but really 
just, 169ff. ; arbitrarily (?) ap- 
plied, 172ff. 

Clement of Alexandria, position of, 
as an interpreter, 31 ; quoted, 
342. 

Clement of Rome, Epistle of, to 
Corinthians, early regarded as 
canonical by some, 20 f. 

Clericns, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 54. 

Cobet, hermenentical principles of, 
80. 

Cocceius, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 45. 

Common sense requisite, though 
not sufficient of itself, for the in- 
terpreter, 197. 

Commentaries, ancient and modern, 
as helps to the understanding of 
the N. T., estimate of the most 
noted ones, 187 ff.; importance 
of familiarity with the character- 
istics of, 189 ; contribute to make 
the cxegetical judgment difficult, 
196. 

Comprehension,difficultyof,between 
individuals of different degrees of 
culture, 2 ; of different national- 
ities, 2 ; of differen t times, 3. 

Conant, Mrs. H. C., her " History of 
the English Bible," referred to, 
44. 

Confessio Helvetica, referred to, 91. 

Confessional consciousness, influ- 
ence of, on exegesis, 354 f. 

Conflicting results from the appli- 
cation of various means of ex- 
planation, 181. 

Conjecture, critical, importance of, 
in text-criticism, 106. 
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Conjunctions, importance of, in the 
logical explanation, 203. 

Connection, the, as a help to the 
explanation, 144 if. ; importance 
of attending to, 144 f. ; examples 
illustrating the use of 144 ff. ; 
principles with regard to, 158 f. ; 
absence of, seeming or actual, 
207. 

Corruptions of the text (see "Text " 
and "Criticism of the text"), 
from attempts to make citations 
accord with the original, 116f. ; 
for the sake of harmony, 117 f. ; 
on grammatical grounds, 121 f . ; 
on ecclesiastical grounds, 123 f. 

Course of thought, ascertaining the, 
of an entire section, 210 ff. ; 
methods and difficulties of, 210 f. ; 
rules with regard to, 219. 

Cremer, H., lexicon of, referred to, 
131, etc. 

Critico-speculative theology, 73 ff. ; 
elements of truth and error in, 
87 f. 

Criticism, relation of, to revelation 
and to tradition, 87 f. 

Criticism of the text, 104 if. ; gen- 
eral view of, 104f. ; means of 
arriving at the correct reading, 
105 f. ; helps to, 108; method of 
procedure in, 110; examples in, 
HOff. ; principles with regard to, 
109, 113, 121, 123, 124; relation 
of, to exegesis, 124. 

Culture defined, 1. 

Cursive manuscripts defined, 109. 

Cyril of Alexandria, allegorizing 
of, 32. 

Cyril of Jerusalem, his treatise on 
the Scriptures referred to, 22, 23. 

De Dieu Louis, position of, as an 
interpreter, 49. 

Deism, English, 56. 

Delitzseh, F., position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 77. 

DcWette, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 67 f. 

Dialectics of the N. T., 200 ff. 

Diodorus of Tarsus, position of, as 
an interpreter, 33. 

Doctrinal differences (as between 
Paul and James), a result of dif- 
ference of occasion, etc., 366 ff. 


Dogmatic interpretation, its ele- 
ments of truth and error, 85. 

Dogmatic prepossession a fruitful 
source of false interpretation, 144. 

Drusius, on N. T. Greek, 50 ; posi- 
tion of, as an interpreter, 53. 

Diisterdieck, a continuator of Meyer, 
68. 

Dutch version of the Bible, excel- 
lence of, 44. 

Dutch exegetes, dependent on dog- 
matics, 44 f. ; later exegetes and 
philologists, 52 f. ; recent exe- 
getes, 79 ff. ; separation of the 
courses in the universities, 80. 

Ecclesiastical form of religious truth 
as compared with the biblical, 
364 f. 

Edessa, exegetical school of, 34. 

Ellicott, treatise of, on Revision re- 
ferred to, 44. 

Elzeviri, their editions of the N.T., 
50 f. 

Encyclopaedists, French, 56. 

English exegesis in recent times 
dependent on the German, 83 f. 

English (London) Polyglot, 51. 

English version, by whom made, 
44. 

Ephraem Syrus, position of, as an 
interpreter, 34. 

Erasmus, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 38 ; his labors in textual 
criticism, 38 f. 

Ernesti, services of, to exegesis, 
50 ; his principles of interpreta- 
tion, 55 f. 

Eschatological discourse of Jesus, 
analysis of, 252 ff. ; Danielic col- 
oring of, 255. 

Essenes at the time of Christ, 288. 

Eusebius, referred to, 21, etc. ; im- 
portance of, for biblical antiqui- 
ties, 261. 

Euthymius Zigabenus, position of, 
as an interpreter, 34 f. 

Exegesis (see "Interpretation"). 

Exploration of Palestine, effect of, 
on biblical studies, 260 ; general 
view of modern labors in, 260 ff. 

Faith, Jphannean idea of, 328 ; how 
far injured by a scientific study 
of the Scriptures, 347 f. 
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Fathers, Greek and Latin, impor- 
tance of, for textual criticism, 105. 

Fischer, his edition of Buxtorf's 
lexicon referred to, 49. 

Flacius, Matth., position of, as an 
interpreter, 42. 

Flatt, J. F. ant K. C., position of, 
as interpreters, 62. 

Franke, A. H., position of, as an 
interpreter, 46. 

Fritzscne, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 60, 61. 

Fundamental thought (see " Inten- 
tion"). 

Furrer, his work as a Palestinian 
explorer, 262. 

Gadara, locality of, 267. 

Gardiner, article of, referred to, 104. 

Gejer, Mart., position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 43. 

Genealogies of Jesus, difficulties 
with regard to, 280 f. 

General interest in Scripture an in- 
citement to the scientific study 
thereof, 346. 

Geography, biblical, sources of, 
260 ff. ; application of, to the in- 
terpretation of the N. T., 263; 
knowledge of, gives life-likeness 
to the N. T. narratives, 265 f. ; 
unsolved difficulties in, 266 ff. 

Gesenius, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 59 f. 

Ghemetria in the Apocalypse, 334 f. 

Glassius, Sal., on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Gomarus, F., position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 44. 

Gospels (see "Matthew," "Mark," 
etc.), motive for the writing of, 
19 ; general characterization of, 
19. 

Gothic version of the N. T. referred 
to, 58, etc. 

Gousset, his controversy with 
Schultens on the importance of 
Arabic for biblical study, 53. 

Grammatical explan ation, the, 1 24 ff. 

Grammatico - historical interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, 87. 

Grammatical sense, the, the start- 
ing-point in interpretation, 95. 

Greek authors, the later, as helps to 
the understanding of the N. T. 
language, 185 f. 


Gregory, C. E., article of, referred 
to, 70. 

Gregory the Great, position of, as 
an interpreter, 36. 

Griesbach, labors of, in textual 
criticism, 70. 

Grimm, lexicon of, referred to, 131. 

Grosse on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Grotius, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 48 f. 

Haager Society, the, 79. 

Hackett's Commentary on Acts re- 
ferred to, 278, 282, etc. 

Hagenbach referred to, on Buxtorf, 
49 ; on Wetstein, 51. 

Hamaker, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 81. 

Hammond, treatise of, on textual 
criticism, referred to, 109. 

Hapax legomena, method of dealing 
with, 162. 

Harmony, efforts to secure, a source 
of corruption of the text, 108. 

Harms, Klaus, a second Luther,7l. 

Havernik, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 72. 

Hebraisms in the N.T. Greek, 127 ff. 

Hebrews, Epistle to the, why long 
rejected by the Western church, 
21 ; linguistic peculiarities of, 
136 ; kinds of argument em- 
ployed in, 203 ; intention of, 318ff. 

Hebrews, their lively appreciation 
of nature, 264. 

Hebrew, importance of a knowledge 
of, for understanding the N. T. 
Greek, 186. 

Hegel, influence of, on biblical 
study, 74 ; fall of the school of, 
in 1848, 76. 

Hellenism, influence of, on modern 
aesthetics, 2. 

Helps, to be employed not at first, 
and not slavishly, 8 f. ; general: 
internal, 144 ff. ; external, 183 ff. ; 
time and order in the use of, 187. 

Hemsterhuys on N. T. Greek, * his 
interest in theological studies, 53. 

Hengstenberg, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 71 ; as champion of 
Orthodoxy against the modern 
Tubingen school, 76 f. 

Herder, influence of, on biblical 
study, 64 f. 
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Heringa, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 81. 

Hermann, G., treatise of, on inter- 
pretation, referred to, 11 ; influ- 
ence of, on the philological study 
of the N. T., 60. 

Hennas, the Shephered of, early re- 
garded as canonical by some, 20 f. 

Hermeneutics, how it arose, 4; 
divisions of, 6 (see "Interpreta- 
tion"). 

Herzog, Encyclopaedic of, referred 
to, 40, 259, 286, etc. 

High-priests in the N. T. time, 284. 

Hilgenfeld, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 75. 

Historical sense required in the in- 
terpreter, 366. 

Historiography, Oriental, character 
of, 298. 

History, the study of, as a means 
of culture, 1 ; exact, unknown to 
antiquity, 298. 

History, biblical, 270 ff. ; sources 
of, 271 f. ; difficulties in, 278 ff. 

Historico - critical { Antiochian) 
school of interpretation, 32 f. 

Hoekstra, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 81. 

Hofmann, theological position of,77. 

Holiness, the fundamental idea of 
the N. T., 130. 

Homoioteleuton, a source of corrup- 
tion of the text, 107. 

Hort, labors of, in textual criticism, 
70. 

Humanism, influence of, on bibli- 
cal studies, 37 f. 

Humility, N. T. idea of, 130. 

Hunnius, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 43. 

Hupfeld, treatise of, referred to, 79. 

Huther, a continuator of Meyer, 
69. 

Ibas, position of, as an interpreter, 
34. 

Uluminism in Germany, 57. 

Impartation, exegetical, the princi- 
pal object of exegetical inquiry, 
10 ; clearness of apprehension 
necessary in order to, 10 ; regard 
to be had to the character of the. 
audience in, 10 f. ; the ideal to be 
aimed at in, 11. 

93* 


Impartiality in the treatment of 
Scripture a result of conflict, 28 f. 

Incongruities apparent, method of 
procedure in cases of, 214 ff. 

Independence of judgment on the 
part of the interpreter insisted 
on, 187, 190, etc. 

Individualities of the biblical 
writers, influence of, on the his- 
torical representation, 308 f. 

Induction and deduction, correla- 
tion of, in discovering the inten- 
tion of a writing, 337. 

Inexperience a source of error in 
the exegetical judgment, 197. 

Inspiration, views of, 12, 92 f. etc. 

Intention, discovery of the, of a 
writing or section, 220 ff. ; of 
parables, 220 ff. ; of the Sermon 
on the Mount, 235 ff. ; of the 
Johannean discourses of Christ, 
238 ff. ; of the Epistles, 241 ff. ; 
of prophetical sections, 246 ff. ; 
method of ascertaining, 310 f. ; of 
doctrinal writings, 312 ff. ; of his- 
torical writings, 323 ff. ; distin- 
guished from "tendency," 310. 

Interpretation, a removing of dif- 
ferences of language, 6 ; of tem- 
poral and historical relations, 7 ; 
of views and convictions, 7 ; be- 
tween the actual teaching of the 
author and the interpreter's view 
of the matter, 7 ; methods of pro- 
cedure in, 3, 8 ff. ; helps to be 
employed not at first and not 
slavishly in, 8 f. ; grammatical 
sense, its place in, 9 j order of 
investigation in, 9 ; side questions 
in, 9 ; flash of genius in, 9 ; goal 
of,10 ; history of Scripture, 30 ff. ; 
allegorical, 30 ff. ; historico-criti- 
cal, 32 ff. ; in the Western church, 
35 ff. ; in the Reformation time, 
39 ff. ; in the Dutch church, 44 f. ; 
reaction against dogmatism in, 
in the 17th century, 45 ff. ; ' liber- 
alistic : Socinian and Arminian, 
48 f. ; in the Netherlands, 52 ff. ; 
transition to the grammatico- 
historical, 55 ff. ; rationalistic, 
59 f. j supernaturalistic, 59 f. ; 
progress in, 64 f. ; revival of or- 
thodoxy in, 71 f. ; critico-specu- 
lative tendency in, 73 ff. ; reac- 
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tion against the critico-specula- 
tive tendency in, 76 f. ; compari- 
son of the various methods of, 
83 ff. 
Irenaeus, referred to, 20, 21, etc. 

James, Epistle of, linguistic pecu- 
liarities of, 137 f. ; arguments em- 
ployed in, 203. 

Jarchi, Sal. Isaac, a Jewish inter- 
preter, 39. 

Jerome, referred to, 21, etc. ; position 
of, as an interpreter, 35 ; impor- 
tance of, for biblical antiquities, 
261. 

Jerusalem, ancient, topography of, 
269. 

Jewish interpreters, 39 f. 

Jews, the exclusiveness of, as ex- 
hibited in the O. T., compared 
with that of the Greeks and Eo- 
mans, 98 ; customs, observances, 
etc., of, 289 ff. ; doctrines and 
opinions of, 292. 

Johannean discourses of Jesus, 
treatment of, 238 ff. ; intention 
of, 327. 

Johannean logic, peculiarities of, 
210 ff. 

John, Gospel according to, takes a 
position above Judaism and Pau- 
linism, 19; methods of reasoning 
in the discourses of Jesus in, 
21 Off.; though adopted by the 
Gnostics not rejected by the 
church, 22 ; linguistic peculiar- 
ities of, 138 f. ; intention of, 326 ff. 

John, First Epistle of, linguistic 
peculiarities of, 138 f. ; intention 
of, 320 ff. ; analysis of, 322. 

John, Second and Third Epistles of, 
why doubts as to their canonicity 
were entertained in the early 
church, 21. 

Josephus, importance of, for bibli- 
cal antiquities, 261, etc. 

Judgment, the exegetical, method 
of arriving at, 190 ff. ; difficulties 
in the way of, 1 95 f. 
Judgment (the faculty) defects in, 

hard to remedy, 196. 
Justin Martyr, referred to, 21, etc. 

Kant, hermeneutical theory of, 57 f. ; 
objections to, 58 f. 


Kantelaar, position of, as an Inter 
preter, 79. 

Keil, position of, as an interpreter, 
72. 

Kendriek, his edition of Olshausen's 
Commentary referred to, 72. 

Kimchi, a Jewish interpreter, 39. 

Knapp, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 63. 

Kuenen, hermeneutical principles 
of, 80. 

Kurtz, theological position of, 77. 

Lachmann, labors of, in textual 
criticism, 70. 

Lampe, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 46. 

Lange, position of, as an interpreter, 
77. 

Language of the N. T., basis of, 
125 ; peculiarities of, 125 f., 
378 ff. ; popular rather than lit- 
erary, 126; sources of, 126 f.; 
Aramaic coloring of, 127 ff. ; 
Latin element in, 129 ; helps for 
the study of, 185 f. 

Le Fevre d'EstapIe, position of, as 
an interpreter, 38. 

Legendary (?) element in the N.T., 
301 f. 

Leusden on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Levita, a Jewish interpreter, 39. 

Leyser, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 43. 

Lightfoot, J. B., treatise on revision 
referred to, 43. 

Lightfoot, J., "Horae Hebraicae" 
of, referred to, 52, etc. 

Linguistic peculiarities of the vari- 
ous N. T. writers, 132 ff. ; nature 
of the peculiarities, 132 f. 

Linguistic usage as a means of in- 
terpretation, 5, 7, 95. 

Logical explanation the, 198ff. ; 
principles with regard to, 209. 

Logos, the Johannean, relation of, 
to that of Philo, 240 f., 294. 

Lucian of Samosata, position of, as 
an interpreter, 32. 

Liicke, hermeneutical principles of, 
66 f. 

Liinemann, a continuator of Meyer, 
69. 

Luther, his view of the Apocalypse, 
20; his position as an interpre- 
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ter, 40 ; how qualified to be an 

interpreter of Paul's writing, 

366 f 

Lutheran interpreters, 42 ff. 
Lute, position of, as an interpreter, 

69. 

Maimonides, a Jewish philosopher 
and interpreter, 39. 

Mangold, his edition of Bleek's 
Introductions referred to, 67 f. 

Manuscripts, mode of multiplica- 
tion of, in ancient times, 104; 
most important ones mentioned, 
105, 108 ; Alexandrine, Byzan- 
tine, and Western, 105; fading 
and renewing of, 112. 

Marcion, his canon of Scripture, 
20. 

Marginal notes, incorporation of, a 
source of textual corruption, 107. 

Mark, linguistic peculiarities of the 
Gospel according to, 142 f. 

Matthai, lahors of, in textual criti- 
cism, 69. 

Matthew, linguistic peculiarities of 
the Gospel according to, 143 f. 

Mediaeval exegesis, 36 ff. 

Messiah, the N. T. idea of, 99 f. 

Messianic prophecies, 98 ; expecta- 
tion among the Jews at the time 
of Christ, 294 ff. 

Methods, exegetical compared, 83 ff. 

Meuschen, his collection of passages 
from the Talmud, 52. 

Meyer, G. W., his history of Scrip- 
ture interpretation referred to, 29. 

Meyer, H. A. W., position of, as an 
interpreter, 68 f. 

Michaelis on the N. T. Greek, 50 ; 
position of, as an interpreter, 57. 

Mill, J.~, his edition of the N.T., 51. 

Milligan, article of, referred to, 70. 

Miracles, bihlical idea of, 300 ; ex- 
planation of : the Orthodox, 304 ; 
the natural, 304; the mystical, 
305 ; the mythical, 305 ; elements 
of truth and error in these 
methods, 306 ff. 

Monotheism, a leading idea in the 
Scriptures, 97 f. 

Moulton, his edition of Winer's 
Grammar referred to, 61, 378. 

Muratorian Fragments referred to, 
20. 


Neronian persecution, how regarded 
by the early Christians, 19f., 
333 ff. 

New Testament writings, distinc- 
tive features of, 1 6 f. ; based not 
immediately upon revelation, 17f. ; 
relation of, to the O. T., 26 ; mode 
of the rise of, 27 ; authors of, de- 
pendent to some extent on tradi- 
tion, 27 ; unequal in value, 23 ; 
divine contents of, 28. 

Nicolai, periodical of, referred to, 
56. 

Niermeyer, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 81. 

Nisibis, exegetical school of, 34 ; 
canon of, 34. 

Nitzsch, his edition of Bleek's lec- 
tures on Ephesians, etc., 68. 

Oecolampadius, position of, as au 
interpreter, 42. 

Olearius, on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Olshausen, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 72?. 

Origen, referred to, 20, 21, 22, etc. ; 
position of, as an interpreter, 3 If. ; 
importance of, for textual criti- 
cism, 105. 

Orthodoxy, recent, in opposition to 
the critico-speculative theology, 
76 f. 

Palestine Exploration Eund, 262. 

Parables, discovery of the funda- 
mental thought of, 220 ff. ; errors 
in the explanation of, 220 ; media 
for ascertaining the drift of, 220 f. ; 
application of the media, 222 ; 
spiritualizing of, 223; appended 
interpretations of, 225 ; cases in. 
which more than one application 
is given, 226 f. ; contents of, to be 
considered, 228 f. ; attention to 
the personalities of, 230 ; doctrinal 
contents to be distinguished from 
mere delineation in, 2$l ; seem- 
ingly incomplete, 232 ; the Johan- 
nean, 234. 

Parallel passages as a help to the 
explanation, 159 ff. ; kinds of 
parallels, 159 f. ; examples in the 
application of, 160 ff. ; genuine 
parallels, 162 ; examples of, 
163 ff. ; in different connections, 
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164 ; dissimilarly occasioned,! 65 ; 
cases of extraordinary difficulty 
in connection with, 177 ff. ; prin- 
ciples in the application of, 181. 

Parcan, hermeneutical views of, 80. 

Participles, importance of, in the 
logical explanation, 204. 

Particles, obscurities from the use 
of, 182. 

Pastoral Epistles, why some in 
early times hesitated to admit 
into the canon, 21. 

Paul, influence of Rabbinical cul- 
ture on the writings of, 18; gen- 
eral object of his Epistles con- 
firmatory,! 8 ; linguistic character 
of the writings of, 133 ff. ; kinds 
of argument employed by, 134f., 
201 ff. 

Paulus, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 60. 

Peter, second Epistle of, why some 
in early times hesitated to admit 
into the canon, 21; 

Peschito Syriac version, referred 
to, 20, 58, etc. 

Pfochen on N. T. Greet, 50. 

Pharisees in the N. T. time, 287. 

Philippi, his discussion of Rom. 
vii. 7-24, 243. 

Philo, arepresentative of the allegor- 
ical interpretation, 29 f. ; quoted, 
240, etc. 

Philosophy, German, influence of, 
on 1 biblical study, 74. 

Pietistie interpretation, the, its ele- 
ments of truth and error, 85 f. 

Piscator, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 44. 

Plumptre, article of, referred to, 44. 

Poets, the German, influence of, on 
biblical study, 64. 

Political personages in the N. T., 
283 f. 

Popular understanding of Scripture, 
how far sound, and how far un- 
sound, 345 f. 

Practical treatment of the Bible, 
relation of, to the scientific, 375 f. 

Pragmatism, religious, in the O. T., 
and in the N. T., 299 f. 

Presupposition, freedom from, on 
the part of the interpreter insisted 
on, 93 ; confusion of views with 
regard to, 94. 


Procopius of Gaza, position of, ar 
an interpreter, 36. 

Prophecy in the O. T. and in the 
N.T., 98 f. ; ascertaining the fun- 
damental thought in, 246 f. ; true 
idea of, 247 ; examination of He- 
brew words and phrases with re- 
gard to, 247 f. ; historical ground 
of, 248 if., 331; difficulties in in- 
terpreting, 249 ff. ; divinity of, 
not shown chiefly in coincidences, 
251 f. 

Prophets, Hebrew designations of, 
247 f. ; not unconscious and in- 
voluntary, 248. 

Rambach, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 47. 

Rationalism in interpretation, 59 f. ; 
relation of, to supernaturalism at 
the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury, 62. 

Rationalistic interpretation, the, its 
elements of truth and error, 86 f. 

Reading, as a means of culture, 1 . 

Real, a use of the word defined, 
60. 

Real explanation, 259 ff. ; scope and 
importance of, 259 f. ; relation of, 
to exegesis proper, 296 ff. 

Reformed interpreters, as distin- 
guished from Lutheran, 43 f. 

Reformers, not impartial students 
of Scripture, 29 ; compared 
among themselves as to exegetical 
ability, 40 ; influence of Catholic 
polemics on the exegesis of, 42 ; 
influence of Protestant Orthodoxy 
on the exegesis of, 42 f. 

Regula fidei, vagueness of, as a 
norma interprefandi, 91. 

Reland, the founder of Biblical 
Geography, 52. 

Religion, universality of, in human- 
ity, 341 f. 

Religious development of individ- 
uals, 343. 

Religious interest, its rights and its 
usurpations, 339ff. ; 349 ff. ; 359 ff.; 
to be kept distinct from the scien- 
tific, 340 ; as motive to Scripture 
study, 341 ; relation of, to the ex- 
egetical procedure, 349 ff. ; must 
not interfere in matters of textual 
criticism, 350; of grammar, 352 f. ; 
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is it endangered by the histori- 
cal criticism ? 357 ff. 

Religious ripeness essential to the 
interpreter, 366. 

Religious understanding of Scrip- 
ture, 339 ff. 

Renan, his "Histoire ge'ne'ral des 
langues Semitiques " referred to, 
51. 

"Restoration" theology, the, 71 f. 

Resurrection of Jesus, difficulties in 
the accounts of, 281 f. 

Revelation, idea of, 12 ff. ; not neces- 
sarily written, 14 f. ; and the re- 
cord of revelation distinguished, 
25. 

lieville, his services to biblical study, 
82. 

Rhetorical expressions, figures, and 
turns in the N. T., 198 ff. 

Ritter, influence of the geographical 
treatises of, 260. 

Eivetus, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 44. 

Roman law, its influence on modern 
codes, 2. 

Romans, Epistle to the, intention 
of, 312 ff. 

Roos, position of, as an interpreter, 
48. 

Rothe, hermeneutical principles of, 
78. 

Sadducees, the, in the N. T. time, 
287. 

Samaritans, the, in the N. T. time, 
288. 

Sanhedrim, the, in the N. T. time, 
285. 

Schleiermacher, hermeneutical 
principles of, 65 f. 

Schlichting, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 48. 

Schmidt, Seb., position of, as an 
interpreter, 43. 

Scholten, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 82. 

Scholz, labors of, in textual criti- 
cism, 69. 

Schottgen, his collection from the 
Talmud, 52. 

Schultens, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 53. 

Schulz, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 61 f. ' ' ' 


Schwcgler, critical studies of, 75. 

Scientific study of Scripture, rela- 
tion of, to faith, 347 ; how to be 
harmonized with the religious 
interest, 359 f. 

Scribes in the N. T. time, 286. 

Scriptio continue, a source of text- 
ual corruption, 106 f. 

Scriptura Scripturae interpres, 183. 

Scriptures, the Holy, influence of, 
2 ; difficulties in understanding, 2 ; 
importance of understanding, 2 ; 
whether, and how far to be inter- 
preted as other ancient docu- 
ments, 5 f., 95 f ; human and 
divine elements in, 5 f. ; radical 
views with regard to the inspira- 
tion of, 12 ; relation of, to the 
theocracy, 14; idolization of, 14, 
15, 343 ff. ; recorded for posterity, 
15 ; canon of, long indefinite, 14 ; 
proceed from revelation, 15 ; cor- 
rect (?) view of, 25, 90 f., 343 ff. ; 
is the unity of, to be presupposed ? 
291 ; popular understanding of, 
345 f. 

Scrivener, his " Introduction," etc., 
referred to, 39, 51, 104; labors 
of, in textual criticism, 70. 

Semler, founder of BiblicalCriticism 
in Germany, 55. 

Sepp, treatises of, referred to, 83. 

Sepulchre, the Holy, locality of, 
269. 

Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew, 
and in Luke, 235 ff. ; locality of, 
268. 

Simon, Rich., a Catholic, founder 
of Biblical Introduction, 51. 

Smith's Dictionary of the Bible re- 
ferred to, 35, 105, etc. 

Socinus, Faustus, position of, as an 
interpreter, 48. 

Spener, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 46. 

Spinoza, hermeneutical principles 
of, 59. 

Spiritual intercourse a means of 
culture, 1. 

Spiritualistic interpretation, its ele- 
ments of truth and error, 89 f. 

Stanley, his Commentary on Cor- 
inthians referred to, 18. 

Statement, the exegetical, 100 ff. ; 
method and order of procedure 
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in, 100 f. ; character of the audi- 
ence always to be regarded in, 
102 f. 

Steiger, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 72. 

Stier, position of, as an interpreter, 
73. 

Storr, position of, as an interpreter, 
62. 

Strabo, position of, as an interpre- 
ter, 37. 

Strauss, D. F., his "Life of Jesus," 
74; quoted, 355. 

Stuart, Moses, his translation of 
Ernesti's work on Interpretation, 
55 ; Commentary on Revelation, 
referred to, 139. 

Suskind, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 62. 

Swiss Eationalists, 62. 

Sympathy with the religious situa- 
tion and disposition of the author 
requisite for the interpreter, 365. 

Synagogue worship in the N. T. 
time, 285. 

Talmud of use in illustrating the 
N. T., 52. 

Teleology, the biblical, 204. 

Teller, N. T. lexicon of, 57. 

Tendential criticism, 88, etc. 

Tertullian, referred to, 21, etc. ; 
cited, 342, etc. 

Text of the N. T., corruptions of, 
23, 104 ff. ; autographs of, lost, 
23, 104; stichometry of, when 
invented, 23 ; classes of corrup- 
tions of, 24, 106ff. ; criticism of, 
how regarded in the 17th cen- 
tury, 24 ; importance of criticism 
of, 24, 25, 28, etc. 

Text-critics of Germany, England, 
and America, 69 f. 

Textus receptus in Germany and 
in England, 51. 

Thayer, his edition of Winer's 
Grammar referred to,61,124, etc. ; 
of Buttmann's Grammar, 124. 

Theism of the Bible, peculiarity of, 
360 f. ; how to be comprehended, 
361; results of, in the jf.T., 361 f. 

Theodore of Mopsuestia, position 
of, as an interpreter, 33. 

Theodoret of Cyrus, position of, as 
an interpreter, 33 f. 


Theological understanding of Scrip, 
ture, 360 ff.; impartation of, to 
others : scientific, 370 ff. ; practi- 
cal, 372 ff. 

Tholuck, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 67. 

Tischendorf, labors of, in textual 
criticism, 70 f. 

Tobler, his work as a Palestinian 
Explorer, 262. 

Tradition, place of, in the interpre- 
tation of Scripture, 184. 

Transfiguration, Mount of the, 268. 

Tregelles, labors of, in textual crit- 
icism, 70 ; articles of, in Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible, referred 
to, 105. 

Trench, referred to, on Eevision, 
44 ; on N. T. Synonyms, 131 ; 
on the Apocalypse, 327 ; on mir- 
acles, 303 ; on Parables, 220. 

Uncanonical Christian writings, 
20 f. 

Uncial manuscripts defined, 109. 

"Unity of Scripture, is it to be pre- 
supposed? 91. 

Valckenaer, a philologist, his in- 
terest in biblical studies, 53. 

Valla, Laurentius, position of, as an 
interpreter, 38. 

Van der Palm, position of, as an 
interpreter, 81. 

Van Hengel, position of, as an in- 
terpreter, 81. 

Van Oosterzee, position of, as an 
interpreter, 81. 

Venema, position of, as an .inter- 
preter, 54. 

Versions, most important ones men- 
tioned, 105 ; texts of corrupt,! 05, 
108f. 

Vitringa, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 45 f., 53 f. 

Volkmar, position of, as an inter- 
preter, 76. 

Voltaire, influence of, on religious 
thought, 56. 

Vorst, on N. T. Greek, 50. 

Wahl, lexicon of, criticised, 159f. 
Walton, Brian, Polyglot of, 51. 
War of 1813, influence of, on bibli- 
cal studies, 63. 
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Wcrenfels on the N. T. Greek, 50. 
Wertheim version of the Bible, 

57. 

Westcott, labors of, in textual criti- 
cism, 70 ; articles of, in Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible, referred 
to, 105. 

Western church, the, far behind the 
Eastern in exegesis, 35. 

Weiffenbach, on the eschatologica! 
discourse of Jesus, 254 f. 


Wiseman, Cardinal, treatise of, re- 
ferred to, 355. 

Wolfenbtlttel, fragments, 56. 

Woolsey, T. D., estimate of, as a 
text-critic, 70. 

Zeller, E., critical studies of, 75. 
Zetzschwitz, treatise of, referred to, 

127, 131. 
Zwingle, position of, as an inter- 

preter, 40. 


NOTE. In the final revision for the press a number of omissions of a 
word in two or three instances of a clause have been discovered, which 
could not be easily inserted in the plates. As none of these omissions are 
important to the sense, it is not thought necessary to subjoin a table of 
errata. TK. 
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Classical Study: Its Usefulness illustrated by Selection* 
from the "Writings of Eminent Scholars. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by SAMUEL H. TAYLOR, LL.D., Principal 
of Phillips Academy. 12mo. $1.5C 

Professor J. R. Boise, of the University of Chicago, thus writes in the 
March number of the Illinois Teacher : " The selection of essays made by 
Dr. Taylor is eminently judicious, and presents the views of many 
leading writers, both in Europe and in this country. The Introduction, 
containing about thirty pages, gives, first, a concise and clear sketch of 
the history of the controversy on the value of classical studies ; and then, 
several reasons why the highest benefits of classical study are seldom 
reached in this country. On this latter point, we know of no one better 
qualified by education and long experience as a teacher to speak wisely 

To all who desire the best collection of essays in our language on 

classical study, the work of Dr. Taylor will be very welcome. It should 
have a conspicuous place in every school-library, and in the private 

library of every educator in our land Not the least valuable part of 

the volume is the Introduction, in which Dr. Taylor so ably, clearly, 
and fairly balances the arguments on the two sides." 

" We commend the book as a valuable collection of essays on the 
higher methods of mental training." American Presbyterian. 

The Theology of the Greek Poets. By W. S. TYLEB, 

"Williston Professor of Greek in Amherst College. 12mo. 
Cloth. $1.50 

" Professor Tyler has here produced a work which is an honor to 
American literature. It is well fitted to be a classic in our Colleges and 
Theological Seminaries. It furnishes admirable illustrations of the truth 
of both natural and revealed theology, and suggests original methods 
for the defence of these truths." BMiotheca Sacra. 

" The book is an important contribution to natural theology. It 
traces the relation of the theology of the Greek poets to that of Christ. ' 
Prof. Tyler does his work with the mind of a master." Zion's Herald. 

The Kingdom of Christ on Earth: Twelve Lectures 
delivered before the Students of the Theological Seminary, 
Andover. By SAMUEL HARRIS, Dwight Professor of 
Systematic Theology in Tale College. 8vo. $1.50 

" These lectures are characterized by a firm grasp of the subject, by 
profound and thorough comprehension of the facts and principles which 
it involves, by a lucid and connected method, and a perspicuous and 
popular style, The subject is of the very essence of the Christian sys- 
tem. The specific views presented are judicious and sound. The 
student in theology will find that a careful study of these lectures, pur- 
sued so far as to bring the whole presentation into living and shaping 
relation to his religious thought, will be of inestimable advantage to him 
in clearing away mists and difficulties, in harmonizing and systematizing 
his religious knowledge, in opening views into remoter fields of truth, in 
guiding and quickening his mind generally in its contemplation of 
religions truth." The College Courant. 

4 


Books Published by W. F. Draper. 

Hymns and Choirs : Or the Matter and the Manner of the 
Service of Song in the House of the Lord. By AUSTIN 
PHELPS and EDTVARDS A. PAKE, Professors in Andover, 
and DANIEL L. FUKBEE, Pastor at Newton. 12mo. $1.25 

" Perhaps no other volume in the English language discusses the sub- 
ject of Christian Psalmody more thoroughly, or on the whole, with better 

taste and judgment Considered as a treatise on the art of selecting 

psalms and hymns, from whatever collection, for use in public song, and 
of guiding that part of worship in a Christian assembly, it is a book to 
be studied by all pastors, and by all expectants of the sacred office." 
New Enylander. 

" There is a great deal of curious information in this volume about 
hymns, as well as a thorough discussion of the principles of the service 
of song/ " Congregational Quarterly. 

Ministerial Culture. By AUSTIN PHELPS, Professor of 
Sacred Rhetoric in Andover Theological Seminary. 18mo, 
Paper, 12 cts. 

Lectures on Pastoral Theology. By ENOCH POND, D.D., 
Professor in Bangor Theol. Sem. 2d ed. 12mo. $1.25 

" Though specially adapted to Congregational churches and ministers, 
they will be found of use to all ; for they are wise and prudent. All the 
special relations and duties of the ministry are fully and clearly discussed." 
American Presbyterian Theological Review. 

" No pastor, no young pastor more especially, will carefully ponder the 
suggestions here made without profit." Methodist Protestant. 

Pulpit Elocution. Comprising Remarks on the Effect of 
Manner in Public Discourse ; the Elements of Elocution 
applied to the Reading of the Scriptures, Hymns, and Ser- 
mons ; with Observations on the Principles of Gesture ; and 
a Selection of Exercises in Reading and Speaking. By 
WILLIAM RUSSELL. With an Introduction by Prof. E. A. 
PARK and Rev. E. N. KIRK. 12mo. Second ed. $1.25 

" The plan of it is admirably adapted to aid the student, the minister, 
and other public speakers in the acquisition of that practical knowledge 
of speaking as an art, which is of very great importance to their influ- 
ence and usefulness." Philadelphia Christian Observer. 

" It is one of the most thorough publications upon the subject, and ia 
admirably addressed to the correction of the various defects which di- 
minish the influence of pulpit discourse. Literary World. 

Value of the Study of Church History in Ministerial 
Education. A Lecture delivered to the Senior Class of 
Andover Theological Seminary. By EGBERT C. SMYTH. 

8vo. Paper, 25 cents. 
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Translations ~by Wm. G, T. Shedd, formerly Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History inAndover Theol. Sent. 

Eloquence a Virtue; or,Outlines of a Systematic Bhetoric. 
From the Gorman of DB. FBANCIS THEREMIN. "With an 
Introductory Essay by Prof. Shedd. 12mo. $1.00 

" The doctrine of the treatise is, that eloquence is distinguished from 
philosophy, poetry, and all other forms of expressed thought in having 
for its object to move men to action, and that this is accomplished by ex- 
citing their active, i.e. their moral faculties, etc. . . . The subject is ably 
unfolded in this compact yet thorough treatise. What, however, is ex- 
hibited by Theremin in a dry light, in the form of naked philosophic 
statement, is displayed by Professor Shedd in his Introductory Essay, 
with that glow of life, beauty, and force which distinguishes his writings." 
Princeton Review. 

" The Introductory Essay which Professor Shedd has prefixed to this 
valuable Treatise, is elaborate, vigorous, impressive. It excites the mind . 
not only to thought, but also to the expression of thought to inward 
and outward activity. The whole volume is characterized by freshness 
and originality of remark, a purity and earnestness of moral feeling." 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 

" It is not a work of surface suggestion, but of thorough and philoso- 
phic analysis, and, as such, is of great value to the student, and especially 
to him who habitually addresses men on the most important theme." - 
Congregational Quarterly. 

A. Manual of Church History. By HENKT E. F. GUEEICKB, 
Doctor and Professor of Theology in Halle. 

Ancient Church. Comprising the First Six Centuries. 
8vo. $2.75 

" Characterized by research, devoutness, firm grasp of evangelical truth, 
and careful exhibition of the practical as well as the intellectual aspects 
of Christianity." North British Review. 

" "We regard Professor Shedd's version as a happy specimen of the 
transfusion, rather than a translation, which many of the German treatises 
should receive. The style of his version is far superior to that of the 
original." Bibliotheca Sacra. 

" Gnerike's Manual is complete in the particular lines of history he haa 
chosen, and is a most useful and reliable book for the theological class- 
room. Professor Shedd has wisely translated with freedom, and has 
improved the structure of the work." Nonconformist. 

" Perhaps it would be difficult in the same space to find so much mat- 
ter, or so complete a history during the period of which it treats, as ia 
given in this Manual. The volume is one of the most valuable of its 
kind in the department of Ecclesiastical History." Evangelical Review. 

Mediaeval Church. (From A.D. 590 to 1073.) $1.25 

" This portion of Guericke's Church History continues the account 
down to A.D. 1073, when Hildebrand ascended the Papal chair as Greg- 
ory VII. With the previous volume, this addition comprises the History 
of the Church during the first ten centuries. 
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Bemarks on tlie Internal Evidence for the Truth of Be- 
vealed Religion. By THOMAS ERSKINE, Esq., Advocate, 
Third American, from Fifth Edinburgh Ed. 16mo. GOcts. 

" The entire treatise canuot fail to commend the positions which it ad- 
rocates to intelligent and considerate minds. It is one of the best, 
perhaps the best, of all the discussions of this momentous subject." 
Congregationalist. 

" This argument of Erskine for the Internal Evidence of the Truth oi 
Revealed Etligion, is the most compact, natural, and convincing wa 
have ever read from any author." Christian Chronicle. 

" No man ought to consider himself as having studied theology unless 
he has read and pondered and read again ' Erskine on the Internal Evi- 
dence.'." Independent. 

Writings of Archbishop Wliately. Published under the 
sanction of the author, from the latest revised editions ; viz. 

Essays on some of the Difficulties in the Writings of St. 
Paul. 12mo. Cloth extra, gilt tops. $1.50 

" Dr. Whately's writings are characterized by sound thought and solid 
judgment. Clear and solid sense is bis peculiar characteristic. He is 
often ingenious, generally candid, almost always plain and transparent." 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 

"An excellent work." New York Evangelist. 

" The Archbishop's writings are a part of the sterling theological let- 
ters of the age, and ought to be possessed by all the studious and 
thoughtful." Journal and Messenger. 

"This book had passed through at least eight editions in England 
before its publication in this country. Dr. Whately is always entitled to 
a hearing. Never profound, he is always clear ; never very original, he 
is always instructive ; never disgustingly dogmatic, he always seems to 
feel a serene assurance that he has exhausted the whole subject, and 
that his verdict is final ; always positive and didactic, he is yet never 
extreme, but always takes the middle and moderate view." Watchman 
and Reflector. 

Essays on some of the Peeularities of the Christian Reli- 
gion, and Historic Doubts concerning Napoleon. 
12mo. pp. 264 and 48. Bound in 1 vol. Cloth extra, 
gilt tops. $1.50 

Historic Doubts concerning Napoleon. 12mo. Paper 
covers, 25 cents ; cloth, 40 cents. 

About the year 1821 Whately published this Essay anonymously. It 
was designed as an answer to Hume's objections to the credibility of the 
Christian miracles. Fo'lowing Hume's method, Whately gravely argued 
the improbability of the existence of the first Napoleon, and demonstrated 
that, on Hume's principles, the testimony in relation thereto could not be 
credited. 
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Theologia Germaniea. Which setteth forth many fair Linea- 
ments of Divine Truth, and saith very lofty and lovely things 
touching a Perfect Life. Edited by DR. PFEIFFER, from 
the only complete Manuscript yet known. Translated from 
the German by SUSANNA WINKWORTH. With a Preface 
by the Rev. CHARLES KINGSLEY, Hector of Eversley ; and 
a Letter to the Translator, by the CHEVALIEK BUNSEN, 
D.D., D.C.L., etc. ; and an Introduction by PROF. CALVIN 
E. STOWE, D.D. 16mo. Cloth, $1.25 ; calf, $2.50 

This treatise was discovered by Luther, who first brought it into notice 
ky an edition which he published in 1516, of which he says: "And I. will 
say, though it be boasting of myself, and ' I speak as a fool,' that, next 
to the Bible and St. Augustine, no book hath ever come into my hands 
whence I have learnt, or would wish to learn, more of what God and 
Christ, and man, and all things, are." "A precious lump of pure gold 
in a flag of earth and stone." 

" The work is at once a literary curiosity and a theological gem." 
Puritan Recorder. 

" This little volume which is brought out in antique style, is, apart 
from its intrinsic value, a curiosity of literature. It may be regarded as 
the harbinger of the Protestant Reformation. No fewer than seventeen 
editions of this book appeared in his lifetime, and up to the present day 
it has continued to be a favorite manual of devotion in Germany, where 
it has passed through certainly as many as sixty editions." Evening 
Traveller. 

" I value it exceedingly, so vivid and so rich is it, on the great ideas of 
sin, and salvation through Christ." Congregational Herald. 

"A most valuable, interesting, and instructive volume, upon the most 
vital points of Christianity." Lutheran Standard. 

The Confessions of St. Augustine. Edited, with an Intro- 
duction, by W. G. T. SHEDD. 12mo. Cloth, bevelled 
edges. $1.25 

" This is a beautiful edition of a precious work." : Bibliotheca Sacra. 

" This beautiful edition of a theological classic is desirable, on account 
of the careful comparison of the whole work with the Latin text, and the 
addition of explanatory notes." Evangelical Quarterly. 

"Prof. Shedd's Introduction is a masterly essay, which of itself is a 
volume for attentive reading. It ought to be read before the book is begun. 
Thorough, searching, and discriminating, beyond the facts it communi- 
cates, its instruction and hints are suggestive and valuable." NewYork 
Observer. 

The Redeemer's Tears wept over Lost Souls ; and other 
Essays. By JOHN HOWE, A.M. [With a Life of John 
Howe, A.M. By the Rev. W. URWICK, D.D.]. 16mo, 
Cloth, 1Q $1.00 
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Historical Development of Speculative PMlosophy from 
Kant to Hegel. From the German of DR. H. M. CHALY- 
BAEUS. With an Introductory Note by SIK WILLIAM 
HAMILTON. 12mo. $1.50 

" One of the best of the many Introductions which have been prepared 
to lead the inquirer to a knowledge of the recent speculative philosophy." 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 

" Those who are in search of knowledge on this perplexed subject, 
without having time to investigate the original sources for information, 
will receive great assistance from this careful, thorough, and perspicuous 
analysis." Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review. 

" Nowhere in the same compass is ingenious scepticism, as associated 
with philosophy and drawn from it by false speculative reasonings, more 
forcibly exposed and rebutted by fact and argument." Recorder. 

Studies in Philosophy and Theology. By JOSEPH HAVEN, 
D.D., Professor in Chicago Theol. Sem. 12mo. $1.50 

" This work is divided into two parts. The first part contains Essays 
having the following titles : Philosophy of Sir William Hamilton ; Mill 
versus Hamilton ; the Moral Faculty ; Province of Imagination in Sacred 
Oratory ; the Ideal and the Actual. The second part contains Essays on 
Natural Theology ; the Doctrine of the Trinity ; Theology as a Science 
its dignity and value ; Place and Value of Miracles in the Christian 
System ; Sin as related to Human Nature and the Divine Mind ; Arian- 
ism, the Natural Development of the Views held by the Early Church 
Fathers. 

" Dr. Haven has exhibited much ability and a good spirit in discussing 

various controverted questions in philosophy and theology Men 

who differ from the author in some of his speculations will be pleased 
with his distinctness of thought and perspicuity of style." Bib. Sacra. 

" Dr. Haven writes with clearness, and with the ease of a man who has 
made a thorough study of the subjects which he undertakes to deal with." 
The Presbyterian. 

" They grapple earnestly and clearly with the great problems now agi- 
tating the world of philosophy and theology." American Presbyterian. 

" Professor Haven gives us in this condensed form the fruitage of his 
life-thoughts upon the grandest themes that can engage the human atten- 
tion We deem it no more than just to say, that in this volume 

philosophy and faith blend, each strengthening the other, to a degree un- 
surpassed in any work of the kind." Chicago Evening Journal. 

Mediation. The Function of Thought. 16rno. $1,00 

" This is a fragment perhaps it were better to say it is a foundation, 
laid in preparation for a promised superstructure. " Mediation," in the 
title, designates the whole work. In the present volume the author en- 
deavors to " show the base which exists in the normal constitution 01 
humanity," for the truth which he is subsequently to build up before ua 
in its symmetrical completeness. He now discusses the function ol 
thought in man. as distinguishing him from all other animals, not only 
In degree, but in kind." Christian Union. 
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The Logic of Christian Evidences. By Eev. G. FREDERICK 

WRIGHT. 16mo. pp. 328. Cloth. $1.50 

" Beginning with a general statement of the principles of inductive and 
deductive logic, which are illustrated by ample examples drawn from the 
whole fieldof modern science, it advances to the consideration of the per- 
sonality, wisdom, and benevolence of the Creator as seen in nature ; to the 
place of miracles in the Christian system ; to the specific evidences of 
Christianity as discerned in the early history of the New Testament, and 
in the characteristics of the Christians of the first and second centuries ; 
and to the historical probability of Jesus and his immediate followers hav- 
ing been either impostors or deluded enthusiasts." Literary World. 

" This is an excellent presentation of many of the most interesting and 
effective points in defence of gospel truth. It will prove a valuable help 
to those who would be thoroughly furnished with answers and arguments 
in regard to faith in Christ." New York Observer. 

"A. remarkable and remarkably successful attempt to condense a library 
into a small volume." Rev. Dr. Thomas Hill in the Bibliotheca Sacra. 

" The presentation, of the argument is forcible and convincing, and the 
book is instructive and suggestive." New Englander. 

Studies in Science and Religion. By Prof. Gr. FREDERICK 
WRIGHT, author of " The Logic of Christian Evidences." 
16mo. pp. 406. $1.50 

" The previous work of the writer has attracted no little attention, and 
taken a high rank among the modern attempts to adapt our Christian 
Evidences to the demands of onr ever-increasing knowledge and of our 
modern modes of thought. . . . Mr. Wright is a geologist as well as a 
theologian, and the most valuable part of the present volume is on the 
so-called palaeolithic implements found in the Trenton Gravels, and on 
the Glacial Age, of both which subjects he has made a special study . . . 
his attempts to fix approximately the date of the Glacial Epoch are the 
most interesting and instructive that we have seen on this point. . . . Mr. 
Wright's views with regard to the glaciation of North America deserve 
every consideration from the fact that he writes from the most careful 
study of these phenomena. . . . The book is in most respects a model of 
intelligent and impartial endeavor to ascertain the truth, and the work 
of a man of unusual accomplishments, both as a thinker and as a student of 
nature." Dr. Southallin Central Presbyterian. 

" The book contains seven chapters. In the first he argues with much 
power of expression in favor of inductive reasoning. The second and 
third chapters are devoted to Darwinism. In the fourth he examines the 
true doctrine of final cause or design in nature, and in the next chapter 
points out certain analogies between Calvinism and Darwinism. But the 
sixth is the most important and longest chapter, in which he modestly yet 
honestly asserts his hope that it will ' enlarge somewhat the boundary of 
human knowledge.' And this, we believe, the reader will find to be true. 
This is followed by a brief closing chapter, in which he states forcibly and 
succinctly the relations of the Bible to science." The Golden Rule. 

" Within these pages will be found probably as critical, candid, and 
fair an examination of the pros and cons of the doctrines of origin of 
species and natural selection as can be gathered together within the com- 
pass of so small a book." New York Observer. 
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The Book of Enoch. Translated from the Ethiopia. With 

Introduction and Notes. By PROF. GEORGE H. SCHODDE, 

Pn.D. 12mo. pp. viii, 278. $1.75 

Dr. Ezra Abbot, expresses the opinion that " Dr. Schodde's work has 

great value as an original and scholarly contribution to the illustration 

of this most interesting and important of all the books of its class." 

" This edition is the only one in the English tongue that is now acces- 
sible. It is accompanied by extensive and valuable notes, for the prepa- 
ration of which the translator has industriously availed himself of a host 
of eminent scholars, giving to the reader the latest and fullest results of 
scholarly research and criticism on this very ancient, enigmatical, and 
apocalyptic composition." Lutheran Quarterly. 

" This is the latest and best presentation to the English-speaking world 
of one of the most mysterious portions of sacred literature.' The Ex- 
aminer (New York). 

" He has made not only an interesting but an important contribution 
to theological literature." Bibliotheca Sacra. 

The Proofs of Christ's Besurrection, from a Lawyer's 

Stand-point. By CHARLES E. MORRISON. 8vo. Cloth. 

pp. 155. Revised Edition. $1.25 

" This treatise is intended to give a compact and thoroughly reliable 
statement of the principal facts which establish the validity of the New 
Testament writings concerning our Lord, and the presumptions from 
them which establish his claims as our Divine Eedeemer and Saviour." 
Western Christian Advocate. 

"Judge Morrison has written several critical works which have become 
text-books in the legal profession. His mind is eminently a 'judicial 
one.' His effort in the compilation of this book has evidently been to 
arrange and sum up the evidence of the resurrection in as cool and un- 
prejudiced a manner as if it were a question at issue before a court at the 
present time." Morning Times. 

" Those who have read Greenleaf on the Testimony of the Four Evan- 
gelists will be prepared to appreciate this new contribution of a legal 
mind. It is a modest but masterly performance, deserves to be carefully 
studied." Christian Standard. 

"A fresh and valuable addition to our religious literature." The Con- 
gregationalist. 

" Handles the whole question in a masterly way." The Churchman. 

The Hebrews and the Bed Sea. By ALEXANDER WHEE- 
LOCK THATER. With a Map. 16mo. pp. 140, 80 cts. 

This little work owes its origin to the belief of the Author that the im- 
portant problem of the Exodus can be, and has been, satisfactorily solved 
substantially on the hypothesis of Graetz, in opposition to all others, 
especially that of Brugsch, which he regards with little favor. The author 
holds that all known hypotheses save one are so faulty, they require the 
acceptance of such impossibilities, are so opposed both to the simplo 
Hebrew narrative and to the facts disclosed by students of ancient Egyp- 
tian writings and monuments as not merely to leave the sceptic's un- 
belief in all its vigor, but to strengthen it. 
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PAKE'S DISGOTJESES, 

Discourses on some Theological Doctrines as Eelated to the Religious 
Character. By Edwards A. Park. 8vo. pp. 400. $2.50 

"To many this volume so long looked for will be a welcome sight. Those 
whose entrance into Professor Park's class-room proved a birthday of thought 
are sure to welcome it; those whose memory of the Hew England pulpit embraces 
the last half century, with a pleasure not lessened by anticipation may here read 
with satisfaction what they listened to with delight. Those who continue to be 
instructed by solid preaching may here find food for profitable thought, and our 
younger*preachers are likely to value these sermons as models of their kind. For 
the most part they are full and forcible discussions of great doctrines and deep 
philosophies, the results of which are urged upon the conscience in the grand 
manner of a great man. Looking at these discussions as homiletically con- 
structed, the preaching clergy will be rewarded by a study of them, (1) as dis- 
closing a masterly method. They earn Hooker's praise in 'making all that goes 
before prepare the way for all that follows, and all that follows confirm all that 
went before ' ; (2) as illustrating the true theory of .progress in a sermon, and (3) 
as blending elegance with force in the citation of Scripture. This whole book is 
composed in the interest of revealed truth, and a great part of its power is in 
the way it ' holds the Bible in solution.' The spirit of each text is the text of the 
sermon, and the spirit of the Scriptures, rather than the mere words armed with 
book, chapter, and verse, is the sword here so effectually wielded by the. soldier 
of Christ." New Eng lander. 

" For the last thirty years the tradition of Dr. Park's preaching has placed 
him in the very foremost rank of the preachers of this generation. We receive 
this volume therefore with peculiar pleasure. Dr. Park's sermons are highly 
rhetorical in form, with the rhetoric of the age of Sheridan in the Senate and 
of Robert McAll in the pulpit. Of sensationalism in Dr." Park's sermons thera 
is not an atom. Throughout he is grave and earnest, and beneath all his rhetoric 
there is a strong current of strong, fresh thought. He may be said to reason in 
rhetoric. He is never commonplace or tumid, or without adequate meaning, 
which he is trying to enforce. The real interest and value of the volume lies 
in the strong metaphysical vein of theological thinking that underlies the rhet- 
oric. While all forms of logic are avoided, and no argument is pressed to a formal 
Q. E. D., as with ns clumsy orators of the present generation, there is a logical 
sequence of thought, for the most part simply stated and left to do its own work.' 
British Quarterly. 

"So solid are all these discussions with thought, so replete with apt and 
various illustration, so lofty in aim, and so uniformly fervid in spirit and solemn 

in impression, that it is hard to single either out for special mention His 

style is a model of compactness with crystalline clearness. His reasoning reminds 
one of the method of the great jurists." Congregationalist. 

" This is a volume that our ministerial readers will deem a necessary addition 
to their libraries, and any intelligent layman will be sure to find ample interest 
and profit in.its careful reading." Zion's Herald. 

"As an exposition by one of the ablest theologians of the age, and one who 
has the power of expressing his views in clear and forcible language, they will be 
read with deep interest throughout the church." New York Observer. 

"The subjects are set forth in accurate, clear, and terse forms of expression; 
and the plans and developments are worthy of most careful study." Advance. 

" They are strong and fine examples of the most intellectual, the most 'evan- 
gelical,' the most oratorical, of American sermons." The Literary World. 

" They are clear and scholarly in style and instinct with life and vig^r of 
thought." Interim. 47 
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